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Preface 


In a Bense, letters are more reveaiing of the worlciag of the mind of a leader than 
statements and speeches. Not only are letters usually more specific than statements and 
speeches; they also address themselves to particular problems, reflecting the writer's re- 
actions to and views on them. Besides, letters enable a reader to compare and contrast 
the position taken up by two persons in correspondence with each other, and their res- 
pective approach on a cerlain issue and hence provide a betler clue to the working of 
their minds, and to a pcoper understanding of their deep urges and motivations, their 
ideas and ideals. Apart from thıs the correspondence of Quaid-e-Azanı M. A. Jinnah 
svith the leaders, the Viceroys and the authonties has historical importance. The first two 
editions of his correspondence were brought out by the present author in 1943 and 1966. 
In the roreword to the second edition, Mr. Altaf Hussain, the former Editör of the Dawn 
stated; 


"In reoent yoars a few books have heen published which are in the nature of his¬ 
torical accounts of the struggle for Pakistan; and biographies of the Quaid-e-Azanı 
have also been attempted. In some of the publications the subjective approach of 
the author has tended to project itself into the nurrative; and a satisfactory and 
objective bîography of the Founder of Pakistan stili remains to be writtea. For those 
who have attempted the task the raain difflcıılty has been availability of fuU and 
authentic source material. 



Historical accounts of ali freedom movemeats, and particularly of a movement 
which culminated in the emergence of a sovereîgn and independent new State— 
now populated by well över a hundred million pcople—should be objective and 
impersonal not only while narrating the $equence of events but also when describing 
the policy, the personality, the activities and the achievements of the Leader. Be- 
fore many more years elapse the generation of Pakistanis who lived through, or 
participated in the Movement and the struggle, will gradually pass from the scene 
and a new generation take their place. Forthisyounger element a complete and well 
documented history setting forth the genesis of and the raison d’etre for Pakistan 
is as important as a correct portraiture of the Great Leader who brought the Müs¬ 
lim struggle to a triumphant and resounding conciusion. 

Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada has made a significant contribution to a proper under- 
standing of the Quaid-e-Azam by the generali ons of today and tomorrow by bringing 
out this new and enlarged compilation of some of the most important correspon- 
dence of the Founder of Pakistan. Of the letters published in this volüme, perhaps 
the most revealing are those that wereexchanged between the Quaid-e-Azam and the 
leaders of Hindu India like Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose, Mr. Jawaharlal 
Nehru, as also Sir Mirza İsmail and Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad. They brıng 
out the Quaid's straightfonvard, resolute and at the samc time reasonable approach 
on ali questions, and they highlight the opposite characteristics of those who were 
ranged against him. The latter, it will be seen, responded to the Quaid's sincerity 
with double-meaniug and hypocrisy, and to his straightforward propositions by 
evasions and not unoflen by attempts at outright deception. In his replies to the 
letters of misguided Muslini ‘Nationalists’ and similarotherpeople, the Quaid-r-Azam 
clearly pointed out ıvhere they had erred and how they were playing into the hands 
of those who vvere attempting to trap Muslims into accepting Solutions which would 
have led to the enslavement of the cntire Müslim nation in a so-called united India 
nıled by the ruthiess brüte force of a Hindu majority. It is becuase the Quaid 
remained, to the last, untrapped, that Pakistan today is free. 

Not less revealing are his exchanges with the last but one British Viceroy of India, 
Lord Wavell. The Quaid-e-Azam önce told this writcr that he had ncver come 
across an Englishman ‘so slippery as Waveir and this is clearly borne out by the 
J(nnah-Wavell correspondence, particularly the Quaid’s letter to Wavell dated 
31 st July 1946, in reply to Waveirs letter of 22nd July." 

In this edition, an attempt has been made to inciude ali the important letters the Quaid 
wrote or received which were not available earlier. Almost ali the letters throvv some light 
on political developments in India and on the evolution of his politics. The letters cover 
a period of three decades—from 1918 to 1948—teli the story of the Quaid’s transformation 
from an ambassador of Hindu-Muslim unity to the Champion of Pakistan. The last momen- 
tous decade of 1937-47, is more fully covered. The exchanges he had with the British on 
the one hand and the Hindus on the other during this period show how be came to occupy 
the unique position. 



Now, a word about the presentation of letters in this volüme. Instead of putting 
them in the chronological order, the letters have been reproduced in alphabetıcal order 
on and around the leader with whom the Quaid exchanged letters. It is truc that in or- 
ganizing the correspondence in this manner, the reader is made to Jump from one period 
to anothcr as he goes through the volüme serially, but the present method has an advan- 
tage whıch more than compensates the lıttie inconvenience caused by dojng violence to 
one’s sense of chronology. It facılıtate making the correspondence topic or issue—oriented, 
with ali the letters on a certain issue or relatmg to certain regions or problems grou|)ed 
logether in one place, and the reader is spared the trouble of wadıng through pages after 
pages looking out for the reply to a certain letler. This arrangement al.so enables the reader 
to have a better insight into the approach of the Quaid as well as of his correspondent 
in regard to specihc ıssues and episodes discussed in the letters. 

in order to enhance the importance of the work, it inciudes fascimiles of some letters 
from eminent leaders like Maulana Mohammad Ali, Pandıt Motilal Nehru and Subhas 
Chandra Bose, and of the Quaid’s letter to KhBwaJa Haşan Nizami which is perhaps the 
only letter bearing the Quaid’s signature in Urdu. 

For the convenience of the reader, brief biographical notes about the various leaders 
have been inciuded. 

It is hoped that this collection wıil contnbute to a better understanding of the great 
leader, and the role he played ın shaping the history of our times, especıally in the creation 
of Pakistan. 

Fınally, my thanks are due to Mı Rallque Akhtar for the pains he has taken in the 
publication of this edıtıon. 


Karachi 

\Ath August 1977. 


SYED SHARIFUDDIN PIRZADA 




N«Twber 1943 


Mourr PLUS4NT ÜOAO, 

MALABAR HILL. 


Dear Mr. Sharlfuddln, 

1 haTe r«c«lTed your lettar of the 3rd 
of Noreaber 1943 and l hara no objectlon to 
your publlshlJi£ tho cellectlon of ^y corres- 
pondence wltiı dlfferent Leaders en Indlan 
Felitical affalra «hlch has already appeared 
İn the Freofi froa tlae to time. 

Yeura Sincerely, 




Syed Shorlfuddln, £Bq., 
142, Bapulehote Street, 
Bombay. 3. 
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1ı Hastingfl Boad, 

Nev Dalhi, the 7th Harch, 193B. 

Bear Ehavja Haşan Nizami, 

Viih refarence to our interaiev regarding your 
fornıng and atarting Mualım Information Service, I agree 
vith you that there ia a great need for auch an Agency, 

And If ii ia properly managed and conducted 1 have no 
dûubt it can render very great service to the Muaaalmana 
of İndia vho are at preaent almost vıthout any Press, Tour 
acheme vlll play a very ısportant part \n the preaent 
critical junciure of the polıtical movement of the country 
İD vhich the Nusaalmans must and are deetined to play an 
effectıve part, lour past experıence in the journalisiıc 
career is veli knovn and in the management thereof you 
hava dieplayed great abılity, lou bave stood on ali occasion 
by the Tital ınteresta of the Mussalmans, I hope that your 
D9V Tenture vili fearleesly and strenously aupport the 
policy and the programme of tte All-India Muslin League. 

I viah you every succesa ın your nev venture, 

Tours Bincerely, 





Khavja Kasan Nizami 


Ç ^ J 
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Auguat 2, 1926 . 


My dear Jlnnah, 

I do not know If thla letter wlll reach you but I taka tıy chance 
aa İt la uorth >dılle. 

Under aeparate cover I aend you roufh proofa of the report of my 

Committee ao far recelved from the Press. If anythlng more İs recelved 

İt vdll be Inciuded. Three chapters are atili to come, viz. V. Indlan 

States, Chapter Vl-other proposals, Chapter VII- Heconımendatlona for 

the Constltutlon. The chapter I am sendlng you are raally the moat 

İmportant. Z draw your apaclal attanclon to the facta and flgurea 

about the Punjab and Bengal whlch are dealt vılth İn the body of the 

report from pags 43 and İn the appendicea A.B.C. Thase hava openad 

the eyea of both llindus and Mualima İn the two Provlnces concerned and 

a. 

there are already algna ofAdealre on the part of each communlty to 
reverse İta poaltlon İn regard to reaervatlon. The reaolutlon of 
the İnformal conference I called, set out and dlacuaaed at pagea 50 
et aegr , was algnad by the peraona «Aoae namss you will find at 
page 26, bealdea the raembera of the Commlttea Inciuding Ali imam 
and Shualb. In addltlon to these many Mualima have since been 
consulted by one or the other of the algnatorles to that reaolutlon 
and a strong volüme of oplnlon haa groun İn favour of our recommanda- 
tlon agalnat reaervatlon for Mualim majorltles. In his reaolutlon 
moved İn the Bengal Council yesterday by Abdur Rahim he wlaely dropped 
both communal alectoratea and reaervatlon of seats and voted agalnat 
Fazlul Haq's amendment for aeparate electoratea. Some of the lead» 

Ing Hindua İn Bengal are now pleadlng for rsservatlon of aeata under 
the pretence of helplng thelr Mohamedan brethren but İn reality to 
aave themselves from the Müslim avalanche whlch they think vd.ll İnevlt- 
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ably descend upon them at the polla If no reaervatlon la mada. But 
the strangest development that haa takan place la that of ali commu- 
nltlea İn Indla the Sikhs ara now thlnklng of havlng reaervatlon for 
thonselvea İn the Punjab, They ara puttlng themealvea İn the sama 
category aa the Mualim mlnorlty İn the U.P. Thla maraly ahowa the 
confuBİon vıhlch the bomb ahali of actual facta and flgurea have broughC 
about. I am aorry I cannot aend you the mapa of the Punjab and 
Bengal ahovdng the Mualim and Hindu sonae İn thaaa Provlncaa at a 
glance. The İdaa of theae mapa occurrad to ma rathar lata and 
they are not yet ready. 

I muat not omit to mentlon that Bhualb la now trylng to back 
out of the İnformal conference resolutlon. On reçelpt of a letter 
from hlm aaylng that there waa aomr miaunderatandlng TeJ Bahadur 
and 1 went to Patna to hava a conference wlth Ali imam. The part 
of the report on thla aubjact la the reault of that conference and 
«H oplnlon la dally growlng in İta favour. 

I am aending you the advancad proof ao that you may be fuUy 
poated up before you land İn Bombay. The fate of thla report and 
İndeed the whole conatltution dependa upon the attltude you take 
İn Bombay. I am told your boat la due to reach Bombay on the 24th 
August and for thla reason I have at the requeat of Barojlnl poat- 
poned the Lucknov meetlng from the 25th to the 2Bth Auvust. As the 
aesalon of the Aaaembly beglna from the 4th Septnmber İt la not 
posalble to delay the Ali Partlea Conference longer. There la a 
proposal that the varloua MUalIm bodles ahould meet at Delhi on the 
25th and the followlng daya to conslder our report, I cannot say 
If İt wlll materlallse. But I beg you to reach Lucknow lateat on 
the 29th mornlng. I do not think I can profitably add to vıhat I 

xjcii i 
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have sald İn the report at tbis stage and will therefore 
content myself vrith requestlng you to consider the report 
very carefuliy. Another request I have to make İs that you 
wlll not commlt yourself agalnat the report wlthout glvlng 
me an opportunity of dlacusalng İt wlth you. The repoırt 
wlll be Issued to the Press and the publlc on the I0th and 
I Intend soon after to vlslt a few places İn the Punjab to 
cultivate oplnlon. 


Yours sincerely, 




M.A.Jlnnah,Esq., M.L.A. 

İ8t Saloon passenger, 

?mk 0. Outward bound Steaıoer, 
(Due at Aden from Marsellles) 
on or about 19th August. 


ADEN. 




Sysd Sharifuddtn Pirzada with QiiOid-e-Az(m Mohammod Ah JııuuM and Ur. M K Gandhi. 




MR. ABBAS KHAN 


20th November, 1945 


My dear Quaıd-e-Azanı, 

I beg 10 inform you that I have tendered my rcsignation to His Excellency the 
Governor on tke follovvıng grounds. 

(1) The period of my pact ın the N.W.F p. Coalıtion Cabinet expıres wıth the 
life of the present Assembly; whıch ıs about to take place and I am now quıte free to 
act as I İlke; 

( 2 ) I believe ın the princıplc and programme of the Müslim League and the 
ideal of Pakistan for which the Müslim League stands, 

(3) İt is wrong for any self-respcclıng Muslini lo co-opcrale vvith the Congress, 
ıvhich is a Hindu organısation; 

(4) 1 have joıned the Müslim League. Tt has given me ımmense pleasure to join 
the Müslim league to serve the Müslim Nation. Hcnceforth I plaee myself at the dısposal 
of the Oıily leader of the Müslim Nation, Quaıd-c-Azam, and to act m the interest of 
Musalmans in anv way that you may deem proper. 


Yours sıncerely, 
M Abbas 

* V ♦ 


Peshavvar, 

November 22, 1945 

Dear Mr. Abbas, 

I am m reccıpt of your letter of November 20, and 1 thank you for ıt. I note 
your reasons for having joıncd the Muslini Leage and that you assure me that you wıll 
serve the Müslim Nation. 1 further thank yon for the expression of your confidence and 
trust in my leadershıp and I hope that you wıll paly full part in the organisation in a spırit 
of selfless service, ın the interest of the Muslini Indıa and for the achievemeul of our goal 
of Pakistan. 


Yours sıncerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 
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SYED ABDUL AZIZ 

Hyderabad 

24th September, 1941. 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

A linç to say how you are wıll be most welcome. You were not quite fit and 
strong recently and bence this anxious cnquıries about your health. 

Where ıs the recent League session likely to be held at Calcutta preferably in 
[>eceınber7 It will do immense good to Fazlul Haqııe. 

With kindcst rcgards to you and Mıss Jinnah 

Your very sincerely 
Syed Abdul Aziz 

« • * 

26th September, 1941. 

My dear Aziz, 

Many thanks Tor your letter of the 24th inst. and I am glad to infonn you that 
1 am quite alrıght now. 

As regards the ncxt League Sessions your suggestion ıs worth consideration 
and we are thinking ın the same direetion. 

Hopıng you are well, with kind regards. 

Yours sincerely 
M. A. Jinnah. 

• • • 

Hyderabad 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 24th October, 1942. 

You lutcly asked nıc vvhether eating or sellıııg of pork was penal o'fence here, 
there is no law or prohıbıuon about it bul (he sacrifîce of cow during fiakr Eid is Ibrbidden 
out of regard for the scntımems of Hindus. 

H. E. H. is anxıously avvaiting your draft and has twicc made cnquiries from 
me about ıt We also thınk that while the matter ıs fresh in your mind the draft may be 
rccasted noıv for your are likely to be more busy later. 

Wıth kındest regards. Yours sincerely, 

Syed Abdul Aziz 
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“Nepean House” 

Nepean Road 
Bombay. 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, lOth September, 1944. 

Today beıng the 21st Ramazan, which has a special importance and vvhich you, 
with the rest of Muslims, are observing I am scnding for you and Miss Jinnah a rew dishes 
of “\rtar” prepared in Patna style by my cook who önce felt highly flattered and proud 
when you expressed your appredation of some of his dishes during your stay with me 
at Patna in December 1938. 

I am stili iU but have bcen able to fast today. My conditionis almost unchanged 
since you saw me last. 

I intend lo retum to Patna about the end of next month. People there are pressing 
me to do so. 

I am, with the rest of India, eagerly looking forward to hear satisfactory result 
of the momentous talks betvveen you and Mr. Gandhi. No tvvo persons of eminenoe 
are fitter than, or as fit as, you and Mr. Gandhi to solve the political problems which 
have so far defied a settlemcnt. It is impo.ssible to satisfy every one or every group but if 
an agreement is reached betvveen you and Mr. Gandhi, at least, on the majör issues more 
than half the baltle would be vvon for the freedom of India and ali that is good and prac- 
ticable for it. 

I pray for your continued health and vigour and success of the task in vvhich 
you are engaged. 

Wıth best wishes 


Dear Mr. Aziz, 

Many thanks for your very kind thought jn sending me “Aftar”. It was very 
nice mdeed, and I önce more express my appreciation of the skill of your cook in preparing 
these dishes. 

I am exteremly sorry to hear that ycu are stili ıll. I vvould have come to see you, 
but you know since my return from Northern India 1 vvns laid up, and now I am very 
busy, being engaged in conversations with Mr. Gandhi. Thank you for your good wishes. 
As you are here tili the end of next month, 1 shall take an early opportunity, as soon 
as I am free, to cali on you. İn the meantime I sınccrciy pray that you may get better 
and fully recover from your iUness. 

Yonrs sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Yours Sincerely. 

Syed Abdul Aziz 

1 İth September, 1944 
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Nepeon House, Nepeon Road, 
Bombay, 26th Deceraber 1944. 


My dcar Mr. Jmnah, 

I am stili very ıll and sulTer from disabılıties vvhıch have made me unfît to take 
part or interest in any affaırs. My physical pain, though ıntcnse, pales before my mcntal 
agony whıch arises from the fact that I am leading a uselcss and ınactive life. Death is 
far preferable to thıs miserable exıstence, but I am helpless. I can kili neither myself 
nor the dısease. I have not improved since you saw me last about two months ago but 
my physıcians continue to give assurances that I would get wcll. 

İnspıte of my sufferıngs I desire to express my vıevvs on a question which is 
not only uppermost ın your mind and in the minds of many others but is one in which you 
are morc deeply absorbcd than any ındividua! or group in the country. It has caused you 
inlinıtcly grenler anxıcty, embanassment and annoyance than to any one else. 

Thcrc are two prayers vshıch I often olTcr. Fiıst that you may live to be, at least, 
a ccntcn.ıııun in gi'od hcalth. and sccondly,that (he chıcf aim of the Mushms under the 
banner of ihc Müslim Lcaguc may be achıevcd m your life time, I, hovvcver, alvvajs ask, 
ın common wıth many Mushms, the tei'ible qutstıon, what vvıll happen when you have 
completed the span of your life, though, by gracc of God, ıt ıs sure to be a very long one. 

İt ıs verv painful for ine to say and may be depressmg and dısgustiııg fer you 
to heıır that I have come to bclıcve tliat Pakistan ıs niost unhkely to be attaıncd under 
prcvailmg condıtnms ın your time thouplı you have brought ıt nearer the grasp. Nor ıs 
İt at ilil certnm that Mushms, as ıhcy are or ever m a lıttie more advanccd State of uniiy, 
solıdarity and rcsourcefulness, \vill be ablc to lake advanlage of the new status and exercısc 
fheır .ovcreıgnly wıth vvısdom and sacnfıce unless thcır İcadcrs are dıflercnt from what 
ıhcy arı' now or unles'- another Jıımah ıs born svhıeh happy and fortunalc event ıs not 
likely to take place fiT, at least, hfty ycars lo eome. Some Mushms wıil be coaxed, some 
vvıll be eocrıcd lo aceept the domınation of the Hınılus or Ihe Bntısh or both, and some 
vvıll sunender thcır ın.lcpendence and good sense to serve their selfish enıLs. The de- 
generacy of the Muslıns vvıll, I fcar, be quıckcned by the dcmorahsıng effect of the pre¬ 
seni form of democracy. Self-seekers vvıll be proıninent and vvıll indulge ın povver polıtics 
even at Ihe rujnous cost of tlıeır communıty. Worst kınd of partnerslııp, personal jealousy, 
and ınlerual eonflıels vvıll ıınse and there vvıll be general dısıntegratıon m the nation. 

I rejoice at the solıdarity and publıc spırıt of the Muslims vvhıch forlunately are strong 
at present but they are not strong cnough lo overconıc or prevent the evils that vvıll sur- 
ruund and sııll'ocale them ın your abscncc. There vvıll alvvavs be, in future, as there are 
now, some very .ıblc, sıncere and selfless Mushms citlıer as eaders or follovvers bur they 
vvıll be svvampcd and svvcpt off as they vvıll neiLher have influential Press, nor adequate 
funJs, nor suhîcıent number of .vorkers devoted to the causc. If vvc become ınuch betler 
organısed and permanently unitcd on a prınciple, and prepared to vvork harder and make 
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greater sacrifice things would be different, but the prospect of this consumation in near 
future seems to be poor. You may perhaps say that I have drawn a very gloomy picture 
of Muslims and have become a victim of pessimism. It is true that I am a pessimist but I 
am so as regards the present and near future. 1 am an optimist about their position in the 
long run. They are destined to be a leading nation. 

1 therefore suggest a course which seems worthy of your consideration in order 
that the Muslims may immediately get the bencfiit of your labour, foresight and states- 
manship before they begin to slip down the comparative peak on svhich you have placed 
them and lose the fruits of the efforts and sacrıhces they have made under your guidance 
and inspiration. My suggestion, if it could be givcn cifect, will, I thınk acid considerably 
tc their strength and opportunitıes to advance the interest of the Muslims and serve the 
country generally wıthout abandoning their uJtimate goaJ of absoJute ındependcnce in 
the form of Pakistan or in any other shape. I suggest the expIoration of the foJiowing 
possibilities 

1. To form coalition governments both in the provinces and at the centre 
between the League and the Congress, provided, in the Central Government equaJıty 
in the number of—members bctvveen the Muslims and the Hindus is secured after alloting 
a certain percentage of representation to Sıkhs, Chrisfıans and Parsis. 

2. People of the scheduied castes should be considered and countcd as Hindus. 
They are in fact so and are claiıncd and recognised as such by the casle Hindus and the 
Congress. 

3. The (îrst Min'strv at the centre should have a Hindu as the Prime Minister 
wıth equal number of Hindu and Müslim Minıstcrs for three years. The second Ministry 
for a simılar penod should be fornıed wtth a Müslim Prime Minister and equal number 
of Hindus and Muslims in the cabinel. That the League and the Congress Government 
at the centre should lemain in povver for the first and the second period stated above 
during whıch no motion of non-confıdence should be moved or if moved and passed be made 
effeetive. 


4. That this arrangement of joint centre and coalition govemment ıvıii last 
for 6 years in ali after which the Muslims and the Hindus will have the option to review 
the situation and either continue this 6 years pact or make another settlement or separate 
by Mushms having the Pakistan established on the terms to be determied now. 

6. As soon as the settlement on the line indicated above is made, the League 
and the Congress unitedly will demand the releasc of political prisoners except those 
urho have bcen found guilty of heinous erime. 

6. The League and the Congress wıll also demand, and if givcn, accept the 
Dominion Status for İndia svith povrers of seoession from Britain. 
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7. Pcnding thc grant of Dominion Status which should be csublished after the 
WaT is ovcr, as soon as possible, thc League and the Congress should frame a constitution 
for the whole ofBritish İndia and also for Pakistan and Hindustan in case the separation 
is decided upon by the Muslıms or the Hindus. The constitution should include the terms 
of the treaty which vvili havc to be made wıth thc British and also perhaps with the Indian 
States in view of the nceds of the defcnce, the trade and commerce and the International 
situation. Provision will have to be made to safeguard legitimate interests of the British 
for suciı period as may be considcred fair and practicable. 

8. A scttlement on the lines I have suggested may not be envisaged with great 
hopes, but it is possible that the Congress may realise its foily and unfaimess and some 
of İts obstınate and most influential Icaüers may be persuadcd Jn theır own interest to meet 
the just demands of the Muslims, and the British also may give proof of theır good inten- 
tion to svlcome a settlement betsveen Hindus and Muslims and readily declare the Inde- 
pendence oflndıa m thc form of a Dominion regarding which they have pledged themselves 
repeatcdiy. 

9. To makc the pact aceeptable to the British they will have to be assured 
that full and real help will be given to Warelforts by Coalition Govcnunents. 

Neither you nor 1 would ever have supported thc schcme and demand of Pak¬ 
istan if thcre were an alternative better than, or. as good as, parütion calculated to ensure 
peace. progress and freedom of ali communities and advantagc to whoIe of İndia. But 
not only the vast bulk of polilıcally mınded Hindus and their entire Press havc becomc 
victıms of prejudıce or Ramraj hallucınation and have alIowed themselves to be swept ofT 
their feet by waves of false sentimentalism but cven the British or the Government of 
İndia and Angio Indian Press are eıthcr oppo.scd to or lukevvarm regarding Müslim de¬ 
mand ın spite üf their knovvledgc and admission in respect of the havoc played by thc 
Congress and genuinness and reasonablene»s of Muslims fear of permanent rule by a com- 
munal party. 

Tragic truth ıs that nght has often to surrender to might. The British would 
rather yield to Congress than to League not because of former’s moral or sout force but 
bccause of its material strcngth, power and resources. Indian Governments vvould, with 
impunity and readincss.punish a Müslim politıcal offender but—vvould shrink fronı doing 
so m the case of a Hindu for sımilar offence. If the League had done what thc Congress has 
been and is doing the former vvould have been an ana-thema and a completely crushed body. 
The British seem to act up to the adage, though worn out and morally unsupportable, 
that one may stcal a herse but the other may not even look över the gate. 

One vievv may bc that by seeking or making a compromise on some such terms 
as 1 have proposed the ideal—and ıncentıvc of the Muslims for organising, unifying and 
strengthening themselves to gain freedom wıll be virtually destroyed. The reply is that the 
goal will not be abandoncd and a temporary settlement at thıs stage wıll not—only improve 
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the position of thc Muslıms but will lead to and facilitatc eılher the elımination of BrjtJsh 
and Hindu domination and create a new United India in which there wıll be equal op- 
portunities and freedom to ali classes of pcople for progress and prospcrity with their 
fundamental civil and religious rights secured, or to the early establishment of Pakistan. 

The difhculties of securing Pakistan, though it is good for ali, are great at pre¬ 
seni but they vvili be much greater later not only by our own v^eakness and shortcomings 
but ako by thc acts and attitude of the firitish and thc Hindus. 

The British wıll do nothing under thc existing circumstanccs. It is, however, 
feared, perhaps, not without foundation, that they might yield to Congress in some from at 
the expensc of the Muslims regardless of their claims and the great and remarkabk 
contribution madc by them to war elforts. But it is highly improbable that the British 
will do so. They wıll not make a settlemenl with only one party-either the Mushms or thc 
Hindus—and give up their preseni happy and advantageous position. Not are the British 
likely to anlagonise and exasperate the Muslims by lettıng them down when thc latter have 
gıven enormous help to the best of their power in preventing fresh enslavement of India by 
a new power and in saving the freedom of England which was seriously impeniled. They 
cannot ignore the fact that Muslims have bccome a power to be reckoned with. 

Without meaning slightest disparagement to Sapru Cooımittee I do not think 
any practical and acceptable solution of the problems that confront us wıll etr.ecge from 
it. Leaguc alone vvith thc wisdom, sobnely, adn fairness of its greatest leader—yourself- 
can produce a practical solution—tempoıary or permanent —of India’s political problem. 

I nced not apologise for troublıng you vvith tJıis long letter vvritten in pubhc ın- 
terest under the belief and knovvlcdge that you welcome suggestion from an old coworker 
and friend. 

1 vvas intending to leave for Patna by the end of thıs month but thc nature of 
my complaınt necessitates avaidence of ıntense cold vveather which will be prevailıng 
in Patna tıll the end of January. I .shall ıhcreforc arrıve theıe ın thc first or second vveek 
of February, 

I am shıfting from here to a friend's house on 30th Dcceınber and vvıll remaın 
there for a few vvceks I shall send you my new address, later. 

I hope you arc quite fit. 

Witlı kınd regard.s. 


Yours sincerely, 
Abdul Ariz. 
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ANNEXURE “A” 

Sital Nivas, Walkeshwar, 

Bombay, 

19th January, 1945. 

My dear Mahmud, 

Since your releasc from detention there were reports of your illness which were 
disquieting for your friends of vvhom I am one of the oldest. Though you and I have 
differed in Politics and your field and nature of public activities have been different in many 
respects from mine our affectionate regard for each other has happily remained unaffeeted. 

I am very glad that your healch is improving under the treatment you have 
adopted, but you also need rest and rccrcation. You must not relax your efforts to recovcr 
fully or participate actively in such public affaırs as may retard the progress you are mak- 
ing. 


Since, hoNvever, during your stay at Sevagaram you can, I presume, frcely con- 
tact Mr. Gandhi who is fond of you, I cannot restrain mysclf from asking you to take up 
the questjon of Hindu-Mulım unity with him and concentrate on it your attention exclusi- 
vely and strive wiıh ali your energy and resouraes for a seUlement beLvveen the League 
and the Congress by convincing Mr. Gandhi on certain points urged by Mr. Jınnah, pro- 
vided, of course, you agree with what I am suggesling later in this letter. You, I know, 
in common with many other sincere and farsıghted well wishers of Indıa, realise Ihc trans- 
cendent ımporantce of Hındu-Muslim problem and the urgeney and prudcnce of solving 
it vvithout any further delay. 

Ali eyes werc focussed on Gandht-Jınnab talks held m September last and those 
wlıo cxpccted, not vvithout reason, that the confabulations of the two greatest leaders 
vvili yıeld satisFactory result werc intcnsely dısappointed. I vvas one of the optimisti but 
the failure of tlıe national negotiations for the time being has not trans formed me into 
a pessimıst especially when both Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi have publicly declared 
that the breakdovvn was not the hnal end of their effort. It was an adjoumment sinc- 
die. Almost ali seclıons of the people are hlled vvıth anxiety and many of them with dismay 
and despair by the e.cr-vvıdening gulf betwecn the Hindus and the Muslims and the 
delay in reaching an agreement bctween the League and the Congre.ss över questıons 
which cannot be postponcd indcfinitcly wıthout danger and inereased coraplexilies. The 
problems are difikult but they do not defy a solution. İt is reassuring that the only two 
persons who can resolve the dilTerences and deliver the goods have not ceased to be per- 
turbed by the preseni sıtuation and intend to mect again to tackIe it. Mr. Jinnah, as 
reported in the press, is preparcd to go to Mr. Gandhi anywhere he may fix for this noble 
cause. They can make a fresh appıoach to the questions with the advantagc of the clari- 
hcation and elaboration madc of certain important points ın their recent talks. 

It seems to me as it does to many others that the break-down was due not so 
much to the disagreemenl över the question of Pakistan, since the principle of division is 
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accepted by Mr. Gandhi, as to his inability to describe, with a view to a compromise even 
on a temporary basis, a type of interim provisional govcınment al thc centre which wUl 
be free from elements of communal domination. Stili more unfortunate was his persis- 
tent proposal of immediate grant of independence to İndia treating it as a single national 
unit and provisional governnıent to be of Federal character responsible to the Legislature 
in which Hindus being 75% wiU form an ovenvhelming majority regardless of the distrust 
and opposition of Muslims. 


Such a government is to be invested with immense power and choioe, 

(a) to frame the constitution 

(b) to set up a commission to demarcate contiguous dıstricts for Pakistan. 

(c) to set up a Board to deal with the vital questions of Foreign Alfaırs, Treaties, 
Defence, Commerce, Communications, and Cusloms. 


Could such a one sided provisional government bc accepted by Mr. Jinnah, or 
the Muslims, or anyone representing them unless he ignored the realıties and ceased to be 
practıcal? Let us, to realise the fact that Hindus do no trust the Muslims any more than 
the latter trust the former, reverse the posıtion and propose for the ccntre a government 
calling it national with the Müslim majority in the Cabinet which will be responsible to 
the Legislature composed of 7S% Müslim members and thıs government to have ali 
the povvers indıcated by Mr. Gandhi. Can anyone doubt that such a scheme has to be only 
describcd to be rejected totally by the Hindus? It is a greatfpity that repeated requests 
made by Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Gandhi for statıng the compositıon of a provisional govem- 
ment, the way of making it, its power and responsibility and other elements, resulted 
in repetition of what is envisaged in the fateful resolution of August 1942. 

A settlement may, perfaaps, be facilitated at the next Gandhi-Jınnah mecting, 
if held, I hope sooner than later, firstly, by avoiding discussion on two nation theory, 
and sccondly, abandoning the demand for formal wıthdrawal of Jagat Narayan Lal’s 
resolution adopted by Ali india Congress CommiUec, and 1942 August Resolution passed 
by the same Coramittee, and thirdly, by acceptıng Mr. Gandhı’s contention and daim 
regarding his negotiation in personal capacity. 

As for the hrst it is unnecessary for Mr. Jinnah to daim natioııhood for the 
Muslhns if it upsets Mr. Gandhi, who may on rcflection realise the futiliıy of denying it 
when it Js a fact which is admitted in various qııartcn by non-Muslims also that Muslims 
are a distinct and separate people from Hindus other>vise the problcms which confront us 
would not have arisen. Secondly, on a settlement being made between the Congress 
and the League contentious portions of the two resolutions referred to above virtually and 
automatically becomes negatived and nullihed. 
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Regarding the third point, so far as the procedure is concerncd Mr. Jinnah 
is Tİght in drawing attention of Mr. Gandhi to the practice and necessity of negotiating 
a settlement with an authority from the contending parties but Mr. Jinnah wıll, as he did 
on the last occasion,waive the formality and proceed with the business or let both of 
them try to rcach an agreement ın their individual capacity. No one will be misled by this 
for we ali know that both possess extraoTdinary powers and influence to get the agreement 
arrived at betvveen them accepted by their respective parties. I can confer with Mr. 
Jinnah, if necessary, and I am almost sure that he will agree with me on these points. 


Some of the things which are transparcntly clear are:— 

(1) That the scheme of independence which has come to be termed “Pakistan” 
has sunk in the minds of Muslims and nothing can persuade them to abandon it at the 
peril of being dominated and expIoited permanently, as they belicve, by a non>Muslim 
party or parties, except, probably, the success of agreed suitable joınt centre which should 
be experimented from now to obivate the necessity of separation. 

(2) That the Muslims will not fight the British to secure National Government 
of Congress conception so far prumulgated but they will hght either sıngiy, if forced, to at- 
tain freedom by establishing Pakistan or jointly, ın unbounded preference, with the Con¬ 
gress on a compromise to create Soveıeign States in certain areas for Muslims and in 
another areas for Hindus. 

(3) That the colossal losses and humılıation of İndia will continue until a settle¬ 
ment is madc and that no price is paid to Muslims in accepting the fundamental pnnciple 
of Pakistan when they want no more freedom and status for themselves than for Hindus 
with a guarantee to give reasonable satisfaction to all ımportant sections of the poeple. 
Even if in the opinion of some from sentimental point of vıew any sacrihce ıs involved 
it would never be too great considenng the enormous advantages which will accrue to both 
by separation calculated to promote with certainty neighbourly and friendly relation and 
pro.spects of ıncreasing cordiality and coopcratıoı. 'vith non-Muslims m many important 
matters of common concern. 

(4) That it ıs a delusion to believe that the British either of their own accord or 
influenced by some foreign countries or overawed by Congress will not only surrender 
their present advanlageous position but wıll also attempt to coerce Muslims to sacrifice 
their nghts and abandon their just demands indefercnce to the wishes of the Congress. 

(5) To make the pact, if made between the Congress and the Leaguc, acceptablc 
to the British an assurance will have to be given by the contracting parties that full and 
real hclp wıll be gjven to war efforts. 

My suggestion, therefore, is that endeavours may be made to reach an agreement 
as follows;- 
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(a) To form coalition GovernmenU both in the provinces and at the centre bet- 
ween the League and the Congress with equalıty în number of Hindu and Müslim members 
of the Central cabinet after allotting a certain percentage of representation to Sikhs, Chris- 
tians and Paris in the said cabinet, but Scheduled Castes will be treated and counted 
as Hindu s for they arc in fact su and are claimcd and recognised as such by caste Hindus 
and Congress. 

(b) That the first Ministry composed eaclusively of İndians at the Centre should 
havc a Hindu Prime Minister with equal number of Hindu and Müslim Ministers subject 
to the provision for three important minorities as stated in (a) for a penod of three years, 
and the second ministry for asimılar period should be formed with a Müslim Prime Minister 
subjcct to the provisions stated above. 

(c) That the coalition Government at the centre should remain in paweT for 
the first and second period stated above during which no motion of non-confidenoe should 
be moved or if moved and passed be made eflective. 

(d) That this arrangement of Jomt Central govemment will last for six years 
in ali after which the Muslims and the Hindus and others will havc the option to rcvicw 
the situation and either continue this sıx years pact or make another settlement or separate 
by Muslims having the Pakistan established on the details tu be discussed and detcnnined 
later vvithout prejudice to the scheme of Pakistan and accepting ıls prmciple now. 

(e) As suon as the settlement on the line indicated above is made the League 
and the Congress wıll unıtedly demand the release of polıtical prisoners and adopt such 
common course as may be decided upon by the Muslims ur the Hindus. 

A six years pact is suggested in V’ew of the time that ıt may take for the new 
constıtution to be framed fully ın ali its apsects and other things to get ready for free 
fndia to funetion under a new govemment by indians. If every thing got ready in shorter 
period the change in Ihe governance of India can take place quicker. If my proposal outlined 
above could be accepted rven vvith such modıhcatıons as Mr. Gandhı and Mr. Jinnah 
may make no change in the pıesent constıtution wıll be neccssilated except to provide 
for replacement of European members of the Central Cabinet if suitable indians of ten 
years administrative experience could not be found to salısfy the existing rule. 

No country can oflen produce two such remarkable confemporaries as Mr. Gandhı 
and Mr. Jinnah who I am sure wıll not rest tıll they have brought about unıty among the 
various .scetions of the people not only for polıtical purposes but also for social happıness 
vvhich is gradually disappearıng. Mr. Ghandhı's life long missionlo bring about unıty bet- 
ween the Hindus and the Muslims has not. with ali his goodwıll and endeavours, achıeved 
success ın the least so far. The tragic trulh is that the situation in many important re.spects 
has tremcndously deteriorated and the disunıty between the Muslims and the Hindus, 
bitterness, antagunism, misunderstanding and distrust, are far greaıer than ever before, 
and the relation threatens to get even worse if the prcvailıng conditions continued long. 
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Mt. Gandhi with his multitudinous virtues and exceptjonal qualities of courage, 
power of endurance, sense of sacrihce, unprecedented hold över the vast masses of the 
Hindus and extraordinary influence with their ciasses can easily make a settlement with the 
Muslûns without nınning any risk of incurring unpopularity with his people or defying it 
önce convinced that he was doing the right thing to terminale the present dlsastrous 
disputes. 


I have moved in this Hindu-Mushm matter inspite of my physical suiferings due 
to prolonged iliness, for three reasons. First is my inncr urge caused by the gravity of the 
situation and the importance I have always attached to Hindu-Muslim unity. Secoııd reason 
is that in the course of my conversation on this ali absorbing subject with Mrs. Serojini 
Naidu, who kindly called to see me as I am ili both during Gandhi-Jinnah talks and 
after they were över, she asked me repeatedly to convey my views to Mr. Gandhi who 
welcomes suggestions on perplexing problems. I told her that I was not lît to take active 
interest in public affairs and was not agreeable to communicate my views for what they 
may be wortheithcrdirectlytoMr. Gandhi or through the press. I, however, promised 
conditionally to make my proposals in a prlvate ietter to her when she ofîered to discuss 
them personally with Mr. Gandhi. I could not, 1 regret, write to her particularly because 
she is for sometime lately touring about to keep public engagements. And, thirdly, no 
one now could be a better medium than yourself since you are at Sevagaram and as 
anxious for a settlement between the Congress and the League as anyone else. 

My proposals contained in this İetter have been roade purely in my ludividual 
capacity without any authority or knovvledge of Mr. Jlnnah or any one on behalf of the 
League. I ceased, by resigning, to be a member of the League since I accepted ofSce in 
the Executive Council of H.E.H. The Nizam in the beginning of 1940.1 retired from my 
service in April last owing to my ili health and have not been able to take part in public 
matters. My physical pain, though intense, pales before my mental agony vvhich arıses 
from the fact that I am leading useless and inaetive life. It vvili, therefore, apart from other 
considerations, be a great solace to me if I could through your good offices and public 
spirit get a favourablc response from Mr. Gandhi before whom you may place my İetter. 

If 1 could know Mr. Gandhi's reactlon to my proposals and receive any message 
that hc may deem proper to send to me I can discuss it in greate.st conhdence with Mr. 
Jinnah wbo occassionally comes to see me owing to my iliness. 


With kindest regaıds, 


Yours very sinoerely, 
Syed Abdul Aziz 
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ANNEXURE “B" 

Private Sevagram Wardha, 

21 st January, 1945 

My dear Aziz, 

Many thanks for your kind letter vvhich I received yesterday. I wrote equally 
a long reply bul on second thought I propose to tackIe the main point in your letter. We 
generally losc sight of the main points in arguments. 

I aın as keen on Hindu-Muslim settlement as you or any body can possibly be. 
I am staying here to do vvhatever I can towards that settlement. 

In November last T discussed the same point which is the main point of your 
letter of the 19th ınstant, with Gandhiji and got the same reply from him vvhich I got 
again yesterday. 

Wıthout entenng into argument vvith you I wish to say that Gandhiji wıll be 
always vvılling to settie on the basis proposed by you. vız. that intcrim Government com- 
posed of an equal number of Muslıms and Hindus be formed after providıng for other 
claims. That I think is the gist of your letter and the reply to ıt does not requıre any 

further elucidation. If this is agreed to the main stumblıng block is removed then the 

other points of your letter remaın a mere matter of dıscussion and can be dıscused bet- 
ween Mr. Jınnah and Gandhiji and a solution satisfactory to both can be found. 

Ali this of course vvıthouı any prejudıce to Pakistan proposal, 

1 have showıi your letter to Gna>lhıjı and he has seen this reply too. I have his 

blessing in this matter. This mean.s a great deal for those who knovv hım 

If you wish to wnte ag.ain p Vase do so. Kındly treat this letter as strictly private. 

If nothıng comes off this attempı even then you ınay kındly send me a İme bv 
post to say that the matter be regarJcd as dropped. Hopıng you are doıng vvell. Dr. Sharma 
I understand has poslponcd his \isit to Bombay lill the lOth February, 

P.S. I may add there ıs no mental reservation ın this matter. It is vvholehearted. 

Yours very sincerely, 


* * 


* 


Syed Mahmud. 


Sıtal Nivas, Walkeshwar. 
Bombay 

3rd February, 1945. 

My dear Mahmud 

On 22nd January l received your letter of 21st in reply to mine of 19th January. 
I thark you very ınuch for it 1 am sorry abour the delay m acknovvledging and 
anssvering it. 
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I am bedridden in agonising pain which is almost constant, I voluntarily subjected 
myself to a great strain in writing to you a long letter wlıich I thought might have the effect 
ot produdng a fresh opportunity Tor Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah to have another talk 
vith greater chances of success in solving Hindu-MusUm problem. But 1 legret I am unable 
to pursue the subject in the present State of my body and mind. Nor can I be of any use 
for it sees that Mr. Jinnah would not move in the matter unless an authorized and 
accredited Hindu leader of the Congress commenced the negotiation. 

I, however, believe that the prospect of a settlement acccptable both to the League 
and the Congress is considerably enhanced by Mr. Gnadhi’s whole-hearted support, 
though expressed in the form of a blessing as reported by you, to some of my main 
proposals. But who is to take the initiative with an authority? I can do no more than 
pray for an early solution of the problem. 

I hope you are getting better steadily. 

Yours truly, 


* * * 


Syed Abdul Aziz. 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HiU 
Bombay. 

My dear Abdul Aziz, İst February, 1945. 

1 am in receipt of your letter of Januaıy’ 23rd, enclosing a copy of the corres- 
pondence that has passed betwecn you and Dr. Syed Mahmud, and I have also received 
your letter of January 31st reminding tne that you are waiting for a reply. I vvas not able 
to attend to the matter, as I have not bcen vvell, but I am glad to say that I am auw much 
better. 

I regret that you should have adopted this course without giving me any previous 
information about it. While 1 do not for a single moment doubt your good intentions, I 
gather that you have been misled by Mrs. Naidu, and had you been in close touch wıth 
the policy of the All-Indıa Müslim League, I am sure you would not have followed the course, 
rvhich is opposed to our declared policy that we cannot have anything to do with any 
Congressite Müslim who isin the opponents' canıpand has done his very worst and is stili 
doing it against our causc. We consider these people, without mincing words, as traitors, 
1 have made my posıtion repeatedly clear, that I cannot öpen ncgotiations witb anyone 
except an authorised, accredited Hindu leader of the Congress. I am really surpıised when 
you ask if there is any foundation for the rumour regardıng Liaquat Ali—Desai negotiations. 
Evıdently you have not read Nawabzada Liaqu3t Alı's denial and the statement that was 
issueü by me a few days ago, which is probably duc to the fact that you do not read news- 
papers regularly, as you told me the other day. Please do not misunderstand me, but I 
can quite uiıderstand your State of mind, as you have now for a long tırae been stricken by 
this ailment of yours and almost bedridden, and I am afraid you have not been able to keep 
in touch wıth the developments that have taken place and are taking plaoe. 

Thanking you for your kind enquiries about my health. 
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Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 



MOULANA ABDUL HAMID KHAN BHASHANI 


Ghagmari 
Fakirganj P.O. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah DT Goalpara (Assam) 

You may remember that in 1937 wtıen 1 met you at Lucknow you very kindly 
promised to visit Assam when it situatcd your convenience. You were good enough to 
repeat the promisc when I saw you in Bombay in 1938. You have visited ali the provinces 
except Assam. If we get two months notice, we shall be ready to organise Ali İndia session 
of the League in Assam. Tf you propose to hold the League session alsewhere we should 
like to hold Assam Pakistan Conference in this province whichwe expect you to graoe by yom 
presence. I shall be grateful if you would please let me know when you can conveniently 
visit this province? 

Praying to Allah for your continued good heahh. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Abdul Hamid Khan 


* • * 


10 Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

8th Elecember, 1941. 

Dear Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan, 

^ Many thanks for your letter. I am very thankful to you that you people will be 
ready to orgnise and vvelcome the scssıon.s of the All-India Müslim League in Assam. I 
am inclined to think that it is bigh time that the sessions of the League should beheld 
in Assam. I will finally let you know withiıı a very short lime; and as you require two months' 
notice there is time. In the meantime please let me know what should be the time you sug- 
gest, bearing in mind that usually wc hold the sessions durıng the Easter Holidays and also 
the place that you propose. 

If it is decided upon that the League sessions should be held in Assam, then the 
question of Assam Provincial Conference will not arise, 

Thanking you again, 

Yours sincerely 
Jinnah. 
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Hamidabad 
Fakirgunj P.O. 

Goalpara Dİ' (Assam.) 

Dear Mr. Jmnah, 15th December, 1941, 

Many thanks for your kind letter and your readiness and inclination to hold the 
League session in Assam. Easter ıs quite unsuitable to us, as we shall be having rains in 
those days. It is impossible to hold the session önce rains set in. 

As regards the place Hamidabad (Ghagmarı)—a village is the only place where 
we can hold the session. It ıs ın Goalpara Distrıct,which is bordering on the Bengal dıstricts 
of Rungpur Bogra and Mymensing. Raja Sahib of Mohmudabad presıded över the Assam 
Provincıal Müslim League Conference there and he knovvs the place. Holding the Ali Indıa 
League Session m a village vvili be a unique thing in the history of the Müslim League 
but I must teli you beforehand that we shall not be able to provıde amentıties to which our 
leaders from towns are accustomed. They should be preparcd to bear the discomforts 
of a village life for three days—the life which our masses live ali the year round. 

Yours Sincerely 


• * ♦ 


Abdul Hamid Khan. 


Assam Provincıal Müslim League, 
Divısıonal Office, 

Gauhatı. 

llth December, 1944. 

Dear Quaid-e-Azam, 

Hope and pray to Allah that you are doing well in ali respeets. I am glad to learn 
that the Ali India Session is goıng to be held at Lahore. Here in Assam work of the Müslim 
l>eague is progressıng satisfactorıly by the grace of Allah. 

But İt ıs of great regret that the problem of landless Musl m has taken a serious 
tum recently due to the antagonistıc attıtudc of honourable Sir Syed Mohd. Saadullah 
in the matter. The congressıtes have been making ali possıble efforts to stop Pakistan 
by ali means. The recent policy laid down by tlıe Saddullah govt. wıth dırect ali landless 
people immediately The figures so long furnished by the Assam govt. to the Central 
Govt, ıs ali bogus as baseless no law has yet been settVd with the landless. Al! these are 
being sıded by Sir Saadullah. The more strange and regretable matter is that Sir Saadulah 
did not exeTcise his vote m favour of any candidate in the last bye eleetion of the Central 
Assembly though he was present at the polling station. More över there are ample 
credence ıJıat he has antanogised the League—nominee m this eleetion. 

I am worling sincerely and hope and crave for your good vvishes for our success. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Abdul Hamid Khan 
(President, Assam Provıncial 
Müslim League). 
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Bombay, 

26th Deoember, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated December llth, and I thank yon for ali the 
Information you have fumished me. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


Divısional Müslim League Office, 
Gauhati. 

Dear Qaid-e-Azam, 20th December. 1644. 

Arrangements are being made to hold the Assam Provincial Müslim League 
r/)nference at Nowgong towards theendof January.Land settlement problem is becommg 
very serious and acute. At this juncture we need the advice and guidance of a man of Nawab- 
zada Liaqat Ali Khan's position and experıence to gukle us and advice us after acqaumtıag 
himself vvith ali the facts. Government is apathetic. We are proposng Nawahzada Liaquat 
Ali Khan as the Presidcnt of our Provincial Conference. Would you Icindly arrange that 
Nawabzada be available to us at this critical time. 

It has bcen keen desıre of the people of Assam that you should pay them a visit. 
May we cxpect you to grace the Conference with your presence. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Abdul Hamıd Khan 
President Assam Provincial 
Müslim League. 




Bombay. 

Dear Mr. Abdul Hamıd Khan. 30th December, 1944. 

I am in receipt of your lelter of December 20th, and I am sorry to say that owing 
to previous commitments it is not possible for me to come to Assam to attend your Pro¬ 
vincial Müslim League Conference. 

As regard.s your approaching Navvabzada Liaquat Ah Khan, you must get in 
touch with him diıect. If is not possible for me to arrange his movements frcm here. 


Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jiımah. 
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Barpeta District Müslim League 
Office: Pakistan Road, 

Barpeta. (Kamrup) 

March 6, 1945. 

My dear Quaid-e-Azaın, 

Through the Press, something of the plıght of the Müslim immigrants in the 
Koimari Reserve, of the Barpeta Sub-Division must have reached you. I am addressing 
vou today, with the express purpose of ınforming you in detail about the tragic State of 
affams in which the Muslims of this sub-dıvisıon ın partıcular and the province in general, 
have to exıst. I hope you will give thıs problem due thought and considcration and guide 
us, poor Muslims in thıs province, ıvith your ever unfaılıng knowIedge and wisdom. 

As regards the recent shooting ıncıdent whıch took placc m the Koimari reserve 
on the sıxth of February 1945, I may bc permıtted to say a few words about the reserve 
ıtself. This reserve is sıtuated af a distance of about twelve miles from Barpeta town and 
has an area of about 18,000 Bıghas. There are only about 2300 cattie heads there and calculat- 
ıng at the rates fixed by the Government these cattic rcquire an area of about 8,000 Bighas, 
The locdi officeıs whü were empovvercd by the Government to procccri with settlement by 
an order passed during about the nıiddle of February 1944. had foıınd about 10,000 Bighas 
vvhich could be throvvn öpen for setılement. Allured by the prospect of getting lands and 
driven by erosion.s soıne landless immigrants (745 famılıes) came to this partıcular re¬ 
serve about four months back and started cultivation there. They ereeted some huts also 
The grazıers, beıng Hmdus, sent a telcgraın to the Dcputy Commissioner, ıt appears, about 
the end of/anuary 1945, holding out fears thaf an ımmcdıatc breach of peace was lıkely 
to occur. The Deputy Commissioner ınstrueted the sub-Deputy CoIIector to procecd to the 
Reserve.He went there on February 3 and was accompanied by the Officer in charge Barpeta 
Poliçe Statıcn. Some huts were beıng constructed vvhen the S.D.C. reached the spot. He 
got six or seven huts demolıshed,and told the immigrants tlıar there was no possıbılıty of 
any land bcing granted to them there.Some of the immigrantspartly throughfear and partly 
due to a feeling of resignıng to the will of God, gave hım an assurance that they would 
v.ıcate the reserve vvıthın seven days. Thıs undcrtakıng vvas ın ıvriting. A sectioıı of armed 
poliçe, consısting of six coustables and one Havıldar, vvas Jett there on the spot. Only 
threc days had elapsed since thıs incident that the poliçe canstable.s a^ked one Darogh Ali 
to varate his house imraediatciy. He vvas felling the constabJes thac seven days time had been 
allovved to tlıem and that they would clear o/f during that period. Then one constable 
rushed inside the hut and dragged the vvife of Darogh Alı. Darogh Ali naturally raised 
alarm and called for help. His cousın Cheeku came to his rescue and became very much 
excıred In sec a constable dragging his brother’s wife.A scuffie followed,in vvlııch a constable 
got a minör iııjury. The poliçe got enraged and opened fire upon these tvvo innocent people. 
They suffered grievous ınjunes and were rcınoved to Hospital. The poliçe also retired 
to the poliçe station on the same day. Both sides lodged complaints and on the 8th pro- 
cecded a Vlagistrate to the Spot to hold a judicial inquiry. The officer ın-chargc of the 
Barpeta Poliçe Station also accompanied hım. Unable to collect the frightened people. the 
Magistrate played a nasty trıck. It vvas gıven out that the Magistrate had come to apportion 



land to the laııdless. Thus duped, the ınnocent unsophisticated people came round near 
the magistrate. He had nothıng but abusc Tor the now gathered people. The order came from 
the Poliçe Offîcer to tie as many as 63 persons with ropes used m tying bufTaloes. Thus 
posted and huddled together at a 'khutı' (sleeping yard Tor cattic) these 63 persons were 
indiscrıminately beaten wıth Lathis, pasted with boots and treated to blows at the hands 
of the Poliçe, whıle tJıe Magistrate was playing the traditional Nero. They were then given 
to understand that they had becn put under arrest, were takcn to the Poliçe Station and 
later released on baıl. Meanwhile, takıng advantage of the abscnce of the male members 
at the spot, the Hindu Graziers took the law into theır ovvn hands, set fire to some houses, 
demolıshed some, lootcd the property inside the houses, burnt sevcral copies of the Holy 
Our'an and mal-trcated the children and ıvomen folk causing ınjuries to scveral A veri- 
tdble reıgn of anarchy prcvaliad ın the locahty. 

The Graziers no\v became so bold that they ventured to take the assıstance of hire- 
lıngs and buınt to ashes 26 out of 32 resıdential huts in the adjoıningsettled vıllage of non- 
cadestral Fıngus and as in Koimarı belaboured the people. grievously wounded one man 
and threc children, looted the property,destroved standing erops and Icft bumıng at least 
three copies of the Holy Qur’an. It was on the lOtlı, after whıch both Fingus and Koimarı 
became almost desolate İt may be meııtıoned whı)e ali thıs happened the Muslims kept 
absolutely non-violent. 

Responsıblc Müslim Leagucrs personallv vısited the localıty and submitted re- 
ports to the Government officeı. 

Whaı and who ınay be resjıonsıble for the ’.vlıolc metter? To my mind the reply 
a,s İt appcars ıs thıs: the ever vacillatıng land pclıcy of the GovL-mment of Assam at whose 
hcim sıta a Muslini League Preınıcr and the Govcrnn.cnt Offıcıals of whom are biased 
and unsympathctıc tossards the iınm'grani Muslims conııng from Bengal. 

Whûnı shall v/e appcal to?-the Assemidy, Premıer,lhc Cabınct are deaf to our 

agonies. İn the absence ot' a fresh eleetion the people of the provınce arc ımpotent. 
We look up to you Qaıde Azam, for champıoning the cause of the fallcn, the trodden 
ftıllosvcrs of İslam in Assam. 

1 hope you have fully recovercd fıom your leccııt indısposıtion. 


Yours ın İslam, 

Abdul Hamid Khan 

Pre.sident Assam Provincial Müslim League. 
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Dear Sir, 


25th March, 1945. 


I am in receipt of your letter of March 6th and it is a very painful account to 
read of the situation. What advice can 1 give you? I have been impressing upon the Musla- 
mans for the the last six years, day in and day out, that the only remedy of most of their 
troubles lies in their own hands. If the Muslims arc organized. Consolidated and stand 
unitedly, I have no doubt that not only such things will not happen, but we wıll realize 
ali our aspirations. In the absence of the fresh elections the people of your Province are 
impotent, then what can your Qaid-e-Azanı do with people vvho are stili impotent after 
six years of hammering? With ali my heart and soul I sympathize with you and you are 
quite right that in Assam Muslims were dead. Immediately I heard of the tragedy described 
by you, I wired to Sir Mohammad Saadullah and Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhari. In their 
reply they gave me their report and the assurance that the matter will be immediately alten- 
ded to. But whıle I have said ali this I do not want you to despair or become despondent. 
Our cause is honest and righteous. We may have to go through the sulTerings and sacriiîces 
and so organize ourselves. Out of ashes the true foIIowers of İslam in Assam will rise with the 
noble spirit of İslam that will sweep away the traitors, hirelıngs and the quİ5İjngs amongst 
us. Faoe your opponents with povver and organ ization which will be irresistable. 


Thank you for your enuıries about my health. I am much better and much to my 
sorrovv the doctors have aJvised me strictly to have complete rest for some time to come. 
I have had similar break downs but this one was far too serious to ignore. God wiUing 
as soon as I am restored to my normal health 1 shall play my part actively in the service 
of Müslim India and İslam. 

Yours faithfuUy, 


• • • 


M. A. Jınnah. 


MOULVI ABDUL HAQ 

Grand Hotel, 

Siuıla, 

Dear Sir, 23rd September, 1937. 

I am glad that you are taking very kecn interest in the affairs of the Mussalmans 
and particularly with regard to the question of Hiudi-Urdu controversy. You know that 
the session of the AIMndia Muslim League »s fixed for the 15th, I6th and l7th October 
to take place at I.ucknovv and 1 shall feel extremely obliged if you could attendthe mectiug 
of the Council of the All-India Muslim League which will also take place there. As I am 
sure we should like to hear your well considered vievvs and opinion with regard this con¬ 
troversy and 1 feel that it will assist immenscly the Council of the All-India Muslim League 
in forming a deflnite opinion with regard to this important question of language; I hope 
that you will make ıt a poınt to attend the session. 

Yours sıncerely, 

M, A. Jinnah 



MR. ABDUL MAUN CHOWDHRY 

My Dear Matın, 25th March, 1931. 

I was so pleased to hear from you. Well 1 have come to the conclusion that I 
can be more useful here at any rate for the preseni. The centre of gravity is here and ncKt 
two or three years London will be the most important scene of Indian drama of Consti- 
tutional reforms. However I am coming to India in August in any case and shall consider 
how the land lies then. You must have got a copy of the blue book shotving what my attitude 
was at the R.T.C. 

(1) Responsibility at the Centre provided Hindu-Muslim question is settied. 

(2) Federation if it can be genuine real one not artiflcial or fictitious. 

(3) Safeguards only those which are necessary to the interests of India. 

(4) Defence-a dehnite scheme which will lead to India taking it över within a rea- 
sonable time. 

I have not agreed to safeguards proposed not to the a!l India Federation on the 
lines so far explored. These twa questions require ali the çare and statcsmanship to handle. 

Now, with regard to the Assembiy. Well I am glad to fînd that you and others have 
such regard to me. I appreciate ıt more than I can eapress in words, but I can think I can do 
more useful work here at present. 

You must have read that they have decided to hold a meeting of the Federal 
Structurc Committee here in summcr and R.T.C. soon thereafler. I thınk our people if they 
are vvell advised shoııld not allow any dclay but agree to meet here in May, and proceed 
with the R.T.C. soon thercafter. Our opponents are playing for time and wish to put off 
the matter and we should not play in their hands. 

Hopiug you are we!l. 

With best rcgards 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 




• * 


Private and Confidential. 2nd March, 1932. 

My Dean Matin, 

It never rains but pours so suddenly, I have got two letters from you one after 
the other. I was pleased to hear from you and leam the nesvs Do keep me in touch with 
ıhings. Of course we got news every day of tlıc bappenings in India but it is not the same. 
Yet one can read betvveen the lines. The Musalmuns must stand United and I agree that 
there should be one organisation. I hope you would succeed in the amalgamation scheme. 
ir the Müslim leaders know how to play theıı cards. I am sure the community will get 
what they want and afıer ali it is not much. You cannot live on safeguards, but on your 
own merits and eaertions. The Community is very backward and has to make up a lot. 
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As regards the Hindus I think they are very JİJ-advised not to concede to tlıe 
Mohammedans thcır safeguards. They are creating moıe difiîculties in their own way and 
postponing the day when India shall get her freedom and very much strengthening those 
who are opposed to Self Govt. However, there it is! The only course opento the Musahnans 
now is that they must wilh one voice stand by 14 poınts and not be made a tool in the 
hands of anyone. Responsıbilıty at the Centre provided our safeguards are incorporated 
in the Constitution. But do not fail ınto the trap of Provıneial Autonomy first and Central 
responsiblity wıll be considered later. It will not succeed. The Britısh want our co-operation 
and support, it can onJy be on our safeguards plus responsibıJity at the Centre being agıeed 
to. If Hindus want our co-operation and support it can only be on their agreeing to our 
safeguards and self Govt. Within the British Comnıonwealth of Nations we cannot support 
one or the other except on these terms. If we are not wanted by either, let them do what 
they İlke and we shall not be a consentıng party. I am sure they cannot ignore 80 mıllions 
specially, if they stand together to organıse themselves. With kind regards from my sister 
and self. 


Dına ıs at school. 

Yours sincerciy. 
M. A. Jinnah. 




West Heath House, 

West Heath Road, 
Hampsted, N.W. 3. 

İst December, 1932. 

Dear Matın, 

Many thanks for your letter whıch was very useful as you e.tplain matters so 
cleariy. I had come to the same conciusion, reading betvveen the liııes. But now things 
are clear and I undersland the Allahabad Agreement better. 

As regards the Conference, well I can’t add much to my torecast which haa already 
appcarcd in the İndian newspapers. Well, ıt wou’t he long before wc know the achieve- 
ments. I hope yon wıll rcgualary write to me and keep me in touch wıth what is going 
on. Ottow.-\ Quesııon will be decided before you get this. Of course when pcople are 
divlded, whaı do you expect7 It is the fate of India. 

Wıtlı kmds legaıds from Mıss Jinnah and myself. 

Yours sinccrely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 
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VVest Heath House, 

West Heath Road, 
Hampstead, N.W. 3. 

30th March, 1933. 

Dear Matın, 

My congratulations. i was so pleased that you havc succeeded in gettıng the 
Deputy Presidentship. 

As regards other matters, I thank you ibı ali the mformatıoıı. Yes, I have received 
a tclegram, and of course I appreciate the compliment paıd to me by the League, but 1 
cannot return to India before December next. Besides 1 don’t sec what I can do there at 
present. You very rightly suggest that I should enter the Assembly. But is there much hope 
in doing anythıng there TThese are questions which stili make me feei that there ıs no room 
for my Services In India, yet I am sorry to repeat, but there is no chance of doing anything 
to save India tıll the Hındus realisc the true posıtion. It is wıthin thcir power to change 
the situation. The rcactionary forces mııst and will flounsh They are increasıng and wıll 
gain more and moıc ground. Musalmans are dirven away and roust not fail into the hand of 
our opponcnts. The key is held by the Hindus and they alone can tum the tide by a wise 
and bold stroke of Policy. The posıtion with regard to the future conslitutional developnıents 
ıs obvıous. Provıncıal Autonoıny only. Federation will remaın suspcnded in the a'r. The 
Hındus are being fooled. But hy chancc any schenıe goes through, it will be worse than 
vı-hat ıs at presem and those who aıe now supportıng will find that they have becn dcceived. 

Thank you for your suggcstion that I should try and stand for electıon as Sir 
İbrahim is going to resıgn. 'VVell! I can’t say tili I come to India as I am due ın December. 
at any rate for a few months. 

I gather from the newspapcrs that the Hindu attidue ıs changing though sonıewhat 
slowly, but things are moving too fast here; and it would be too late. 

İt is said that ali out cRorts have göne ın vaın and there ıs a tremendous set-back, 
but at present there is nothıng to save the situation. We are not capable of swıft actions, 
and too slow to retrace our steps. It is inorganıc state of socıety and divided political 
schools uf thought that is rcsponsıblc for ıt But do keep me ın touch vvıth things. Yours 
letters are very informıng and most useful to me. 

Wiıh best wishes from us ali. 

Yours sıncerciy, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


* • 


* 
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West Heath House, 

West Heath Road, 

Hampstead, N.W. 3. 

Dear Matin, 27th April, 1933. 

I am in receipt of your and I ara sorry to hear that my reply to the Moslem Leag;ue 
was disappointıng. But you see how indelinite things were. 1 was asked to come to India 
but to do what7 There is nothing concrete. Beside there is not rauch to be done there. 
The di/ferences and division are rauch deeper and gettıng worse. The public opinion 
such as there is in India is at sixes and sevens. The things cannot be put right now for con- 
siderable time. England is going ahead and forging a Constitution for India, taking advan- 
tage of the situation. There will not be any substantial change in the white-paper. The 
only thing that rcnıains now is to take avvay the hnance by rneans of a kind of Reserve 
Bank and Raılways by establishing a Statutory Railvvay Board. After that the legislature 
having its wings clipped would be put in a cage. This is the pıcture I see, but it does not seem 
to dawn on our leaders. Welll They say every Countıy gets the Government it deserves, 
so we are no cxception. 

With kind regards from us ali. 

Yours sincerely. 

M. A, Jinnah 


« 




Dear Mr. Jinnah, 3rd December, 1941. 

We are very anaious to leam that you are not keeping good health. Hope you are 
better now. 

1 do not know what you have decided about the venue of the annual session 
of the League. Dengal situation may demand that you hold the League session there. Moulana 
Abdul Haraid Khan, one of the most ınfluential and energatic leaders in Assam who met 
you at Lucknuw and Bombay and other workers are very keen that the League session 
be hcld in Assam. Providcd two ınonths time is given they would be ready to organıse it. 
Faıhng that they want to hold an Ali Assam Pakistan Omfercnce on any date that vvould 
süit you. It is îssential that you should either inaugurate it or preside över it. Could you 
give us an appronimate idea when we can expect you? 

Are you thınking of callıng any meeting of the Working Committee in view of 
the Bengal situation and impending development ın Congress politics? 
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My complımenLs to Miss. Jinnah. 


Yours sincerely. 
Matın. 



10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

8th Deccmber, 1941, 

My dear Malin, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 3rd inst. I am sorry for the delay as I wa8 
not well. Many thanks for your kind enquiries. I am glad to say that I am much betteı 
no w. 

Yes, I have received a letter from Moulana Abdul Hamıd Khan and I am glad 
that yon people are prepared to welcome the sessions of the All-India Müslim League in 
As,sam, provided two months’ notice is given to you in advance. I am indined to accept your 
invitation, but I will let you know finally. Pleasc let me know in the meantime, on what wıll 
be the siutable time for holding the sessions in Assam. According to our usual time Easter 
Holidays are the most situable days. Please also let me knovv at what place do you propose 
to hold the sessions. 

I am also writing to Moulana Abdui Hamid Khan. I need not say that I am very 
thankful to you for the invitaion to hold the sessions in Assam. I think it is high time that 
we should go to Assam. 

With kind regards from Miss Jinnah and myself. 

Yours sincerely. 

M. A. Jinnah. 


* « 


* 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 15th Decembcr, 1941. 

Received your letrer. Moulana AHdul Hamid also rcceıved your letter and you 
must have received his reply also. The posıtitm is İjke this. 

I he questıon of invıting League session was discussed in the ıneeting of the League 
Council held at Shillong on the 14fh inst. The Councıl ds a whole consider the attempt 
far too ambıtious but Moulana Abdul Hamid, who has a stoui heart and wonderful or- 
ganisıng capacıty was prepared to shoulder responsıbilıty and sought the cooperation of 
the Council. They gave hım their blcssings. 

The League session vf held in Assam will have certain novel featurtis both conveni- 
ent and inconvement which I want you to be appnsed of from the beginning. AIl the League 
council members are prepared to give their support and co-operation to the Moufhna 
but his personal influence and organising ability will be the mainstay. Hamidabad tvhich 
is Moulana’s villlage, in a locality över vvhich the Moulana exeTCİses great influence. is the 
oniy place where the Moulana thınks that by eaercise of his personal influence he wUl 
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be able to make arrangements Tor holding the session. There being no other alternatıve 
offer of venue, Hamidabad had to be selccted. It ıs a village hve mıles from the town of 
Dhubri across the Bramputra. It is not very far from the Bengal borderand large contingents 
from Bengal can attend. For accommodation of Delegatts huts will have to be extemporised, 
sorae of the usual amcnitıes of the town wiU be absent and respectable drlcgates will have 
to adjust them-selves to some of the ınconveniences to which they are not inurcd. This is 
the inevitable drawback of holding the session in a village whcre communication'also is not 
very good. Yet thousands of people will undoubtedly attend and from the poınt of view 
of the attendance Assam session will not suffcr in companson with other League sessions. 
This will be a session organised by league vvorkers, without ınuch support from the rich 
people whose number amongst Muslims in Assam are not many. Our workers argue that 
Müslim League being a mass movment, our leaders should not grudge the inconveniences 
that they may be put to during their short stay, ınspite of the best effort of the local vvorkers 
—League session in a village is a novel experiment and if the Leaders are prepared to put 
up with the inconveniences workers here are ready to do their best for the success of the 
session. 

As rams begin early in this province and it ıs out of question to hold the session 
önce rains start, Easter is out of qucstion for Assam Session. For climatic and other very 
cogent reasons last week of Februaıy is the most suitable time for holding the session 
in Assam. 

Hopıe you are kecpıng wcll ııow. 

My best compliraents to Miss Jinnah. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Matın. 


• • 


« 


İst March, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Received your letter of the 2Sth January with the letter of Muhammad Habibur 
Rahman of N(>wgoug. As regards the complaJnt made by him about guarding the Railway 
line, 1 am sending herewith for your Information a copy of instruetion issued to the Deputy 
Commissioners on this matter. As regards other matters, as direeted by you, I am getting 
into touch with hım. 

Yours sincerely. 


Matin. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


ANNEXURE 


GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM. 

MEMO NO. G. 292/42/260 
Shillong, the İst February, 1943. 


To, 


The Deputy Commissioners, Lakhimpur, Sıbsagar, Nowgong, Tezpur, Kamrup, 
Goalpara, Sylhet and Cochar. 


SUBJECT;- ‘'VILLAGE RESPONSIBILITY” 

REFERENCE:- This Department letter No. C 292/42 of the 
13th Janııary, 1943. 


A copy of the mmutes of a conference held at Shillong to determine the prin- 
ciples on which the duties of the public in proteeting public property, and particularly 
Communications, should be enforccd ıs attached for your infoımatıon and guidance. 

2. It will be seen that the rcsults fnr your purposes are as foJlows - 

Railrray Lines: Where the line runs through villages, the duties of the local 
people are simple but elastk, They do not amount to a set and rigid form of patroUıng, 
but patrolling, is in present circumstances esscntıal, and will remain so throughout the 
War emergeney which so ch^sely affects Assam. İt is expected that the people will combine 
in their own interest as well as that of the State and establish bodıes of actıve men to patrol 
their neighbourhood, mcluding ıhe raılv/ay hnes, and keep a watch for malicious per- 
sons. They wıll only be expected to maintain aetual patrols durmg the darkness, between 
such hours as you may fix froın time to time. The partıes observe an intelligent irregularity 
in their movements. The aio should be to visit sone part of the rdilway linç sectiun vvhich 
you allot to each defence party twice during the night, but no one except the party should 
knovy when and where ıt can be expected co appear. It ıs not intended, on the other hand, 
to disccurage fiı.ed posts at vital points, such as have been established in Novvgong at brid- 
ges on the line. With each patrol party there must be one person having legal powers, 
either a.s a Chaukidar appointed under the Chaokıdaıi Act, or bv appointment under 
Defence Rule 59 A. It is not mtended that the latter should be paıd men. Chaukidars 
under the Act wıll be paid. 

Wherc the line runs thıough uninhabıted areas, it is expectcd that the Railsvay 
will inerease its own watch and ward. But as this wıll take time arrangements which you 
have made for such areas should raeanwhıle continue; where no arrangements have been 


27 



made protective measures should now be taken up. If you cannot arrange for protection 
othenvise than by enteıtaining temporary chaukidars, you should do so, and report the 
numbers and the rate of pay it has been necessary to fix. They should be local men, You 
should inTorm the General Manager, Bengal and Assam Railway of the exact sections 
of line which run througlı ‘Jungiy areas', for which there can be no viUage defence parties. 

Where the line runs through a tea garden area, the respousibility for the section 
lies with the population of the gardens, and it ıs hoped that the Tea Associations and Bran- 
ches will readily agree to undertake the organization of protection on the saıne general 
Unes. 

Away from the Railsvay lines. The same general pnnciples should be followed, 
and vıllage defence parties encouraged in every way. Government will not however finance 
parties as on the Railways unless they decıde to do so expressly on a reference from you. 
Generally speaking specific arrangements for guarding by civil guards and village defence 
parties wıll only be requircd for what may be called vulnerable points. Experience has 
shown that many such points are isolated from habıtaion, e.g., bridges on the Roads; 
in theİT case it was laid down that a minimum of two chaukidars for each vulnerable point 
should be the ruk, as single chaukidars are inefîective. İt was decided that the P.W.D. 
must be tesponsible for determining '«bat guards il is necessary to maintain on road Com¬ 
munications. This is being taken up svıth that department. 

Organization. The responsibiiity for building up the organization is your, but the 
Poliçe will do ali the'/ can to hclp in supervision. The parties will be sclected by the viUagcrs 
thcmselve.s, and should be insturcfed that they are responsible to the military or poliçe 
officer in charge of the line and should obey orders coming from him, but should in any 
unloward event give instant information to the thana and to the nearest station master. 

Remııneration. The decısion was in favour of provision in kind only-vrarm clothing, 
lamps, flags, fuel and lighting (hurriancc lanıps and kerosene or electric torches) ete., 
with such otlıer amenlıtics (prosision for hot tea ete.) as you ünd necessary. But thıs point 
has been reviewed by Government who are satisfied that somc monetary recognition is 
necessary whıle enhanced vigilıance is necessıtated by the Congress Party (which also 
proclaims the doctrine of vıllage cooperation for protection but has proseituted it to the 
very opposite purpose). m order to ensure wiiUng service. They havc however decided 
that this should be given in the form of bonusfor good and vvil/ing vork. Government trust 
that this decision wıll enablc you to honour any promises that you may have already given. 
Some Deputy Commissioners have secured the vvorking of village defence parties on 
voluntary tenns, and gratıs. Uthers have found it necessary to propose substantial re- 
muneration. You will have diseretion to fulftl promises made in respect of the past, but you 
are reguested in future to give any monetary remuneration in the form of bonuses for 
actııal work accoıding to its real value. Naturally Government desire to kecp the cost to 
the minimum, and the main principlc should bc bome in mind, that the vigilance patrols 
are the duıy of ali able-bodied citizens, and rewards should be given only because the 
ngnlar dischnrgc of this duty involves considerable and constant stram since the duties 
have to be carried out at night. 
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You should now (1) furnish Govenunent as soon as possible with an estimate 
of the quaTitities of clothing or other suppplies which you cannot procure locally, so that 
orders may be placed for supply in bulk. (2) thereafter send Government a description of 
the organization you have set up, or intend to set up, in such detail only as is neoessary 
in order to understand its scope and the number of parties and chaukidars you expect 
to enrol. (3) fumish an estimate of the csot incurred on local suppUes bonuses and the 
monthly expenditure anticipated for each payment, for (a) the current year and (h) 1943-44. 
The cost of chaukidars (i) under the Act of 1870 (ii) employed in “Jungiy areas" should 
be seperately stated. 


Copy to— 


Chief Secretary of the Government of Assam. 


1. Commissioner of Divısions, reference his 57-c of 26th January 1943. 

2. Deputy Commissioner, K. & J. Hills, for Information. 

3. Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills, for Information. 

4. H.Q. 202 Area (three copies). 

5. G.S. (three copies). 

6. M.L.O. (three copies). 


• • 




Tclegram dated 5th Januaıy, 1945. to Khan Saheb Roufique, Assam Müslim League 
Conference, Nov/gong. 


Your tclegram regret unable coınply your request much as I would like accept 
ypıır ınvitaiıon visit your provmce and opıen conference my commitments dont pıermit 
me do Sû but I wish your conference every success. 


Jinnah. 


Telegram dated 21st February, 1942 to Hon’ble Abdulmatin, Mmıstcr, Shillong and 
Sir Mohammcd Asadııllah, Preınier, Shillong. 

Complaints reports coming in allegıng inhuman treatment meted Bengal immi- 
grants in Assam please wire real situation hope you will not hesitate take neoessary aetion 


Jinnah. 
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ABDUS SALAM KHURSHID 


Sir, 


Lahore 

29th August 1938. 


I am in receipt of your letter about the Army Recruitment BiU. I have read the 
full text of your speech and am convinced that you were fuily justifled in supporting the 
Bili. 


Incidentally, may I discuss certain ımportant questıons with you? 1 in connec- 
tion with the Punjab Müslim Students Federation have been in very close louch with the 
Müslim Students. I always try my best to make them believe in the justihcation of the exis- 
tence of the Müslim League. They agree vvith me. They express full confidence in your lea- 
dership. What makes them revolt against the League is the presence of “title-holders” in 
your Working Committcc. They say, and to a grcat extent I agree vvith them, that thcse 
title-holders vvili never take part in any direct action against the Briti.sh Imperialism, which 
may be launched by the Müslim League. 

The Bntish Government always consults the Congress leaders about the impor- 
tant political problems of the day but never consults the Müslim League leaders The 
attitııde ofthe Government is too hostile towards us. İn spıte of thıs, that element 
dominates the League vvhich has eternal relations vvith the British Government. Thcse 
people should either renouncc their titics or should quit the league. 

Moreover the Working Comraittee of the A.I.M.L. does not contain a sufficicnt 
Progressive element. Maulana Zafar Ali Khan is mainly responsible for the popularisation 
of the League in the Punjab. Stili he has not been taken. Maulana Hasrat Mohani 
is another examplc. No organisatıon of the Müslim masses can iive vi'itlıout having 
a firm bclıef ın resorting to “direct action” and two above-mentioned personalitıes 
will be extremcly helpful to the League in this connection. 

İt is against my cöncience to bring these things in the press or on the platform. 
As a true and sıncere Leaguer I must come to you. I assure you that 1 am Leaguer first, 
a Leaguer last and none but a Leaguer. For this very reason I wish you to reply to this 
letter and thus satisfy me for this question is puzzling my mind a great deal. Moreover 
I would like to know your views about the Pakistan movement, for it is getting a great 
prominence in the Punjab province. The seheme seems to be quite plausible. 


Yours sincerely 
Abdus Salam Khurshid 
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Dear Sir, 


8 Harding Avenue 

New Delhi 

9th September 1938. 


I am in receıpt of your letter of the 29th August 1938. f was not able lo reply 
as l was not well. I have noted the various suggestions made by you for which I thank 
you. 1 am sure you cannot expect me to discuss these matters ın correspondence. I think 
the Muslıms in India have yet to İcara the polıtical language and also they must learn to 
exercıse a certaın amount of paticnce. I hope of some success now that the Mussalmans 
are avvakening to some self-respect and self-reliance, although they must take time to or- 
ganise fuliy. 

Vours sıncerely 

* * • M.A. Jinnah 


(Mr. Altaf Hussain in his article ‘Memories of the Quaid-e-Azam’ recalled: 
“Towards the end of 1943 I was back in my post of Director of Public Information in Cal- 
cutta. It was there that in April, 1945, Khwaja Nazımuddin, then Chief Minister of Bengal, 
called me to his house one day and handed me a letteı from Nawabazada Liaquat Alı 
Khan conveyıng the Quaid-e-Azam’s offer to me of the edıtorship of DAWN. I was thrillcd, 
but it was a difhcult decislon to make. It meant throwing away a secured and well-paid 
Government job vvithout a pension, to earn which I had to put ın another threc years’ 
service. But after a few days the Quaıd-c-Azam vvrute to me again from Matheran as fol- 
lows. That settied ıt, I jomed Dawn m October 1945.” Pakistan Annual 1961 P. 3,). 


September 1945. 


May I point out that as Editör of Dawn you wıll be occupying a unique position 
and a man does not hve on bread alcne. 


M. A. Jinnah. 




• « 


H. H. THE aGA khan IIJ 


Ritz Hotel 

Pıccadıly 

London-W.I. 

My dear Jinnah, Monday 

We, specınlly I, missed you much thıs afternoon—you know how much I rely 
on'îyonr cold common-sense iudgemenı. A great deal of our unıty is due to the disseeting 
which svıld sehemes get from your crıticisms. Hope on ımportant meetings you may come. 
We have 5 nevv Moslem members. Tıll they come ınto government we wılJ need you more 
than ever. 


Yours very sincerely 
Aga Kiıan 


31 



My dear Jinnah, 


Villa Jane Andıte, 
Le Cap D Antibes, 
Antibes (A.M.). 
21stMarch, 1931 


I was very glad to get your Ictter and to know that you are stili in England. 

I quite agree that now our daim must be of joint electoıate than population basis 
in Bengal and Punjab and ali the other points on which we agreed. Fifty-one per oent will 
not do as it is quite possible that in Bengal the European vote may be reduced later, which 
will leave the others the almost majority. The census figures vary every ten years and in 
view of the fact that the Moslems are asked to give up their separate Electorale your sugges- 
tion is the only one by which we can stand namely population basis in these two provinoes. 
I will try to use my influence on those lines in my correspondence with frıends in İndia. 

I will be in London the end of May or early June unless anything very important 

happcns. 


The only point I should like you to bear m mind ıs about the N.W.F. Provinoe— 
thcre should be absolule equality betwcen that province and the others. Thıs is ali the 
more necessaty now that the Congress party is coming into the R.T.C. 


Kindest regards. 


Yours sinccrely, 
Aga Khan 


• • 


* 


SAKDAR MOHD AURANGZEB KHAN 


Dear Aurangzeb Khan, 


Mamdot Vida, 
Davis Road, 

Lahore. 

14th January, 1946. 


I have had a talk with Nishtar and Qayum today in Lahore and, I am glad that 
you have tahen the hnal decision of the Central Parliamentaıy Board in the right spirit of a 
Leaguer. At this juneture, I think you will agree with me, that it is the duty of every Müslim 
to support the League candidate, no matter how much he feels aggrieved. This is no time 
for us to be guided by any personal consideratıon. Success of the League candidate, or 
candicates, is the success of the Müslim Nation. It enchances the prestige and the re- 
putation ofour National Organizatıon,towhich you have the honour to belong and above ali 
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the paramount issue facing us is to secure the verdıct of the electorate ın favour of Pak¬ 
istan, in the achievement of which lies the salvation of 100 MıUion Muslims and the pos- 
terity to come. I am confident that you wıll play your part fuUy and will whole-heartedly 


support the League candidates. 




With very kind regards. 



Yours sincerely. 

* 

* 


M. A Jinnah. 


ABIJL KALAM A ZAD 

Bombay, I2th July, 1940 

Telegram from Maulana Azad to Mr Jinnah 
“Confidential. Your July 9 statement: The Congress Delhi resolution definitely 
raeans by National Government a eomposite Cabinet not lımited to any single party. But 
is it the posıtion of the League that she cannot agree to any provisional arrangement not 
based on the two-nation scheme? If so, please clarify by wire.” 


MR. JINNAH’S REPLY 

“Your telegram cannot reciprocate confidcnce. I refuse to dıscuss wıth you, by 
correspondcnce or olherwıse, as you have completely forfeited the confidence of Müslim 
Indıa. Can’t you tealise you are made a Murdim ‘show-boy’ Congress President to give 
Jt colour that it is national and deceıve foreign countries. You represent neither Muslims 
nor Hindus. The Congress ıs a Hırtdu body. If you have self-respect resign at önce. You 
have done your worst agaınst the League so far. You know you have hopelessly failed 
Give it up.” 

« • * 

MIR BANDE ALI 

Dear Mır Bandc Ali, February 19, 1941. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant and regret that Shaikh Abdul 
Majid was not able to come as he was not well. 1 hope he ıs well novv. I note also that 
you could not come for the reason.s given in your letter. 

I have considered your letter most carefıılly and have gıven my best attention 
to it. Hon. Khan Hahadur Khuro, Sır Abdoola Haroon and myself dıscussed the whole 
situation and the question of Sind Ministry in ali its bearing and aspects and 1 have come 
to the conciusion that it will be most disastrous for you and for the party that you now 
represent as well as the Provincial Müslim League, Sınd, and the AU-India Müslim League, 
to depart from the advice that I have already given, vız, that the present minisiıy should 
contınue. 1 have also eaamined the document that was signed by Mr. Syed, and Mr. Khuro 
uıd it is absürd to cali it a pact or agreement between ali parties. You yourself say that 
you were not a party to it, nor was the Provincial Mushm League, and when Shiakh Abdul 
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Majid was informed about this document he repudiatcd it. On the strength of this mythical 
aırangcment which on the face of it is nebulous and not an agreement between any party 
or parties escept that it is signed by two individuals, Mr. Syed and Mr. Khuro, and gttvn 
to Mr. Nichaldas to remain as a secret document, and further as the very fîrst condition 
vız, that Shaikh was to resign, was not ruihlled, the Hindu and Congress Press are parading 
this as a pact. On the strength of this Khan Bahadur Allah Bakhsh threatens to create a 
crisıs unless he is installed as a Premier, and Sir Ghulam Hussain is inciuded in the ministry 
and oııe of you should go aut and makc room for hım. The only answer to such an uhima- 
tum is that we cannot surrendcr. I. therefore, earnestly appea] to you, Shaikh Abdul Majıd 
and Khan Bahadur Khuro to stand together and facc the Asscmbly until you are obliged 
to resign for wanı of ınajorıty at your back. That seems to me to be the only honourable 
course for you tn adopt. 

İl is argued that you should not embarrass the Government. But in the event of 
your Government bcıng defeated and ıf you have to sit in the Opposition, why ıs it assumcd 
that the main busıness of the Opposition would be to embarrass any other Govemmenı 
that may be formed? Why should any Government be embarrassed if the Opposition at- 
lacks and critici^es the Government in power. whcn il is the lonslıtutıonal and Icgitimate 
Tunetion of the Opposition? 

You arc askmg for the moon. ihata parliamentaryGovernment should be run with 
complete uııanimity m the Assembiy. Iıı the very nature of the constitution under which 
you are svorkıng it ıs contemplated that the Government can only be run on heaithy lınes by 
a majority plus a constitutional Opposition. 

İn conciusion I beg of you not to accepl any proposal to change Ihc personnci 
of the ministry svıthout hrst Consulting mc and unless ıt is given to you in vvriting and is 
receıvcd from responsıble quartcrs, I cannot put any reliance m verbal conversations 
and verbal proposals 

You must have noticcd ıhc intcrvıew uf Mr. Nichaldas vvhere he has taken up a 
very pıous attıtude thai so far as the two Hindu Ministers and theır party arc conocmed 
they arc vvilling to cnoperale wıth the four Müslim Ministers that may be acceptable to 
the Müslim memhers of tlıc Asscmbly, and therefore now the quarrel and dispute is passed 
on to the Mussalmans Jf the Mussalmans do not rise to the oocasion and if the solid body 
of the Mussalmans wıll not scc what is obvıously in their interest and if they do not 
support the Müslim Leaguc Ministers then I think m ali honesly the Lcague Ministers 
should not thrust themselves upon the Cabinet but should .sit on the Opposition benehes 
and let the public know that the Müslim Lcague is not responsible for that Government. 


Yours sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah 
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MALİK BARKAT ALI 


Littie Gibbs Road, 
Malabar HilI, 
Bombay 

20th November, 1937 

Denr Mr. Barkat Alı, 

I have received a very long Ictter from Ghulam Rasool and also from Sir Moham- 
maed Iqbal and from yourself. I have not been well cngouh to tackIe ıhe various detail^ 
that are referred to there. But it seems to me Ihat it is unnecessary tostress poınts of detaıl. 
May I just State one principle, that oncc the Müslim mcmbcrs of theUnınnıst Party or any 
Mussaiman who bccomcs a Leagucr and pledges hımself to the creed, policy and pro- 
gramme, hc is no longer anything else but a Leaguer, and those who have been already 
in the League are not better than the Leaguers. Perhaps )ou might say ıhat the others 
have now rcalised that the policy and the progranıme vvhıch we inıtiated are the riglıt 
ones, and hence they wholeheartedly joın us. After that there ıs no such thıng as thıs group 
or that group, or that party or this party. because then ıt really means various cliques. 
And 1 assure you that if yon people have a httle patience these small matters of detai! 
ıvill be adjusted fairly and justly and mainly ın the ınterests of the eause for which we 
sfand 


1 hope you will show ıhis lelter «o Sıt Molıammed lqbal and Ghulam Rasool. 
1 have appointed some meınber.s to the Central Parliamentary Board whıch was suggesled 
by Sir Sikander Hyat, but that does not mcan that 1 am not gomg to appoınt some other 
members representıng Punjab whıch may be suggested hy Sır Mohammad lqbal, Malik 
Zaman Mehdi KJıan. Ghulam Rasool and yourself. 

I should like most respcctfully lo dı.tss your attcntıon that you have been usuig 
my name foı the New Times as one of ıhe patrons, whıch I am very sorry to say 1 do not 
approve of, hccause I do not thnık it is faır ıhat one paper should be allossed to use my 
name and rhcrchy directly or ındirectly ccnvıying to the publıc that 1 am connecıcd with 
the paper, vhereas ıt is not a ract that I h«vc any connectıcn of any kınd wıth ıhe New 
Times. I vveleome the New Times inasmuch a; it is advooatıng and ehampioning the eause 
of the All-India Müslim League. Therefore, I hope you wıll not mısunderstand mc if I 
request you to stop usınp my name as a patron of the Ncw Times. 1 wıll reply to your 
letter ın detaıl whcn I am littie better and oiher aiso 

Wıth kinJ regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah 

P.S. I wBnt you to show this letter to ali our friends as lam not wellenough to reply 
separately. 
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THE BOMBAY REPRESENTATIVE 
CONFERENCE, 1921 


The Nagpur Scssion of the Congress (1920), the Non-Cooperation Movement 
and its failure, the Ahmedabad Session of the Congress (1921) and Mr. Gandhı’s opposi- 
tion to the motion for the communal riots and the clash between the cooperators and non- 
cooperafors are the mam events which moved independent politicians to come forward 
to act as intermediaries between the Government and the non-cooperators. An All-Partics 
Conference was convened at Bombay in the middle of ianuary 1922, with Sir Vivesvarayya 
as the Chairman and Jinnah, Jayakar and Nataranjan as Secretaries. This Conference 
unanimously condemned the Government policy of repressron and advised the Congress 
to abandon the resolution passed at BardoJi, vvhich contemplatcd the inauguration of 
mass civil disobedıcnce. İt also rccommendcd to the Government an early convening of 
a Round Table Conference with authority to make a settlement, on the que5tions ofKhilafat, 
Punjab and Swaraj, and with a view to providıng a favourablc atmosphere, askmg for the 
withdrawal of notifications under Criminal Lavv Amendment Act, banning organisations, 
and the Seditious Meetings Act and the release of ali political prisoneıs convıcted or under 
trial under them as also of the Fatwa prisoners. But Mr Gandhi laid dovvn the condition 
that ali political Icaders must be released from jaıls before any pourparleys could begin 
wıfh the Viceroy, The promoters of the Conference \vcre utterly helpless as the Vjceroy 
could not 'cc his way to f'ulfil this ccındition. On the İst February 1922, Mr. Gandhi sent 
to the Viceroy his so-called ultımatum of seven days. But before the time-limit of seven days 
could expire, a terrible incident took place. On Sth February, 1922, when a processıon 
was being taken out at Chauri Chaura, twenty-one constables and a sub-inspcctor wcrc 
nıshed at by the mob in the Poliçe Station and the men in it were set fire to. They ali penshed 
in the flames. Mr. Gandhi realised the blundcr he had committed and on 12th of February 
the entire movement was called of. 

The proceedmgs and the resolution of the Conference were dcscrıbed in detaıls 
by Mr, M. R. Jayaker in ‘The Story of My Life’. The follovving is the rclevant correspoıı- 
dence regardmg the sa'd Conference. 

Lctter dated ird January 1922, ıssued to ımportant members of the pubiic. 


Dear Sır, 

The Ahmedabad Congress, by rejectmg the motion for İndepcndence and by 
rclaxıng the mandatory character of the non-co-operation resolution, has göne some 
way tosvards concıliating a large seetion of the peoplc, vvhich is opposcd to forccd marcfaes 
in politics. This scction has becn rccently not very articulate but its influence on that account 
is not the less decisive. 

Whıle the position of the Congress has thus strengthened on one side, the counten- 
ance given to the early adoption of aggressive civil disobedience cannot but cause anxiety. 
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İt, thcTcfore, behovcs us ali, both the Govenuncnt and the people, to strain every nerve 
to sec that civil disobedicnce is not resorted to, until at least it is far mora obvious than 
at prcsent that the lesources of reason and statesmansip have been cxhausted. 

The great obstacle in the way of attempting this at present is the policy adopted 
by the Government, within the last rew weeks, of extending and applying the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act and the Seditious Mcetings Act, eventuating in whole-sale arrests 
and imprisonments, inciuding those of many men of high character and integriiy. This 
policy is, in our opinion, both unjust and unwise, the more so as it comes on the top of the 
discontent created by the failure, on the part of the Government, to satisfy the demands 
of the people wıth reference to the questions relatıng to the Punjab, the Khılafat and Swaraj. 
As the Liberal Federation, tshich met the olhcr day at AUahabad, rightly pointed out, 
this policy has defeated its own object of afleviatlng popular sympathy and aggravating 
the general unrest. 

A considerable body of opinion in the country is anxious to sec a settlement 
effected, which would make it possible to secure redress of politıcal grievances and the 
satisfaction of national aspirations ’n an atmosphere of pcace and harmony The Ahmedabad 
Congress, in rejecting the proposal for scvering India’s connection with the British Empire, 
has reflected the opinion, stili retained by the bulk ot thuughtful people in the country, that 
it is possible to achieve full national development wıthin the orbıt of the British Com- 
monvvealth. It is, therefore. necessary at this juneture for ali those who rcalise theevil conse- 
quences hound to ensue on a continuance of the present deadlock. to confer together and 
devise means whereby it will he possible to open wide the dnor to an bonourable settle* 
ment. İt has been suggested that, to censider ihe situation m ali ııs aspects and to dccide 
upon a course leading to a satısfactory solution of the present difficulties. 

If you are in favour of such a Conference please let us know, at your earliest 
convenience. preferably by wire, whether you wil! be able to attend the Conference. which 
is proposed to be held in Bombay on the 14th instant. 


Yours truly, 


Madan Mohan Malaviya Purshottamdas Thakurdas 

M. A. Jınnah Ambala Sarabhai 

M. R. Jayakar G. M. Bhurgri 

On 16th January 1922, the rollowıng letter was addresscd to public ınstıtutions 
interested in the guestion; 

Dear Sirs, 

We desıre that institutions like yours svhich are working for the advancement 
of the pteople should co-operate with our Committec for the purptose of establishing peaoe 
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and harmony m the country on the basis of an honourable settlement of the points in con- 
troveny and we hope that you will give us alt the assistance you can in achieving this laudable 
object. We may add that if you can State for our guidance the opinion of your institution 
as regards the minimum dcmands that will satisfy public opinion in yourpart of the country, 
with reference to the three questions mentioned above, it will be an advantage.We can 
then focus public opinion on the three points in controversy, with the vıew of making 
representation to the Government. May we also suggest to you the desirability of educating 
public opinion, by holding meetings or otherwise, about the necessity, at this critical junc- 
ture, of an early conciliation of the public mind? We shall be obliged if we can have an 
earJy repJy to this letter. 


Yours faithfully, 

M. A. Jinnah 
M. R. Jayakar 
K. Nataranjan 
Secretaries 


Bombay Represcntatıve Conference Committee. 

On I8th January 1922, the follovving Resolutions were sent by wire to the Private 
Secretary of the Viceroy with this note: 

Should His Eacelleney desire further elucıdation regardıng Conference, Chairman 
Sır M. Visvesvarya and Sccrctancs Jinnah and Jayakar, will wait on His Excellency on 
convenıent date. General desire for peaceful, harmonious settlement, strongiy refleeted 
in procceds of Conference, 


Resolulion No. 1 

This Conference ıs strongiy of opinion that the policy, adopted by tlıe Government 
wıthin the last few weeks of eatending and applying ıhe Criminal Law Amendment Act and 
the Seditıous Meetings Act in vanous parts of the country and of misusing ordinary Laws 
in conneclion with political olfences, leading to wholesale arrests and imprisonments, 
ıncluding those of somc of the most respected İcaders and citizens, constitutes an untvarran- 
ted encroachıpent upon the clementary rights of citızcnship, of freedom of press and lıberty 
of speech and of assocıalion, has defeated its own object by alienating popular sympathy 
and aggravating the general discontenl, and should bc reversed without delay. 

Resohıtion No. 2 

This Conference js further of opinion that until it is clear beyond any doubt that 
no other means wıll secure a redress of the country’s grievances than the status of full Reapon- 
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sible Government, the Civil Disobedience contcmplaCed by Ihe Ahmedabad Congress should 
not be re&orted to. 


Resolııtion No. 3 

In response to the sentiments expressed by His Excellency the Viocroy m his 
speech at Calcutta on the 2lst December 1921, and in ordcr to explore ali methods of 
reaching a harmonious and honourable settlement of the ımportant issues now before 
the country, namely the Khilafat, the Punjab wrongs and the demand Tor Swaraj or FuU 
Responsıble Government on the Dominion basis. the Conference supports the proposal for 
a Round Table Conference betvveen the Government and popular representatıves and 
ıs of opinion that, in orderto provide a favourable atmosphere for the dıspassionate consi- 
deration of points m controversy, ali Notifications and Orders passed by the Government 
under Act 14 of 1908 Part II and the Sedıtious Mcetıngs Act should be withdrawn and 
alı prisoneıs convieted or under arrest or prosecution under the aforesaid Notifications 
or Orders should be released, as also the Fatwa prisoners and that, masmuch as prisoners 
for non-violent aetivites and other aetivites of innocent eharaeter have bcen convieted 
under coveı of the ordinary laws, a commiltec should be appointed by the Government 
consisting of two persons one nomınated by the Government and the other by a committec 
of this Conference appointed by Resolution No. 5, wıth powers to them to investigate cases 
of persons hercınbefore referred to and such of them as mıght be rccommended by the 
said Round Table Conference ali Hartals, pıcketing and Cıvıl Disobedience should cease. 


Resolntion No. 4 

Thıs Conference ıs lıkesvısc of opınıon that havıng regard to the crıtıcal situation 
m the country and the desirability of elTecııng early settlement, a Round Table Conference 
should be called as soon as pussıblc and His Majesty's Goverıunent should clothe the 
Viceroy with authonty necessary for the purpose of arrıvıug at a settlement. 

Resolution No. S 

Withoııt at present goıng intü partıcuiars of demands of the country wıth reference 
to the Punjab, Khilafat and Swaraj questıons, this Conference hereby appoints a Com- 
ınıltce of the following pıersons to carry or* ali Communications with the Government 
on the one hand and impoıtant polıtical organırations m the countrş on the other, with the 
view of arıanging composıtion, dates and other details relatmg to holding of a Round 
Table Conference and for ali purposes incidental to carrying out these Resolutions, in- 
cluding, when necessary, the convening oı'anothcr representative Conference. The Committee 
consists of 20 men, includıng Visvesvaıaya, Malaviya, P.C. Roy, Dinshasv Petit, Jayakar, 
Natarakan, Haşan imam, Bhurgri and Gour. 

Ün 27th January, 1922, the following cablc was sent to the Private Secretary 
to the Viceroy: 
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In continuation of our lettcr sixteenth confîrming telegram of saıne date tıaas- 
mitting the text of resolutions passed at Representaüve Conference heJd in Bombay on 
I4th and I5th January, we beg to submit, for His Excellency’s inrorroation, following 
observations composition and proceedings of Conference, which may be hlepful in appre- 
ciating real significance of worJc done at Conference. The Conference vvas caUed at very 
short notice in view of its urgeney and invitations were sent to 350 persons of note in Indian 
politics, inciuding several members of Indian and Provineial Legislatures. Number of 
those who attended the Conference was more than 300. Different communities Hindu, 
Mohammedan, Parsı, Christian, and Anglo-Indian were represented. This fact contributed 
to weight of debate. Leeters and messages werc reoeived from several others synıpathising 
wıth objece of Conference and wıshing it success. As illustrating the çare with which the 
invitations were issued, it might be mentıoned that many persons who wished to be present 
were not admitted to the Conference. becausc the object of the conveners was not to hold 
a politicai demonstration but to take counsel with the leader.ii and workers of alJ parties 
on buming qucstions of the hour. Votes were called for only as a means of indicating 
general trend of opinion among members, on several resolutions considered by Conference 
and not for measuring exact strength of number.s supporting each of them. At request 
of conveners, Sir Sankaran Nair kındly came down from Indore to guide proceedings 
of Conference as Speaker. He presided at public session of Conference on the 14th and 
throughout Committee stage on the 13th. Before Conference resumed its session, however, 
he, for reasons ınto whıch it is ncedles to go here, rclinquıshed the Chair. 

Thcreafter Conference resumed session \Mth Sır Vısvesvaraya as Speaker Re- 
presentatives of non co-operation movement and leader Mr. Gandhi were present through¬ 
out proceedings. Mr. Gandhi also attended, by invitation, meeting of Committee appoin- 
ted to consider resolutions. Non-co-operators and particularly Mr. Gandhi took part 
in discussions but abstained, in consequence of his creed, from voting on resolutions. 

İn speech on December, 21, last which Vıceroy addressed to Calcutta deputa- 
tion. His GKcellency observed that he had no assurance from leaders vvho vvere responsible 
for non-co-operation activities, that those activities would cease, if Conference werc con- 
vened. “I deeply regrcl” said His Excellency “that those are not the present conditions, 
and discussion which 1 thought was to have proceeded, on high level of patriotic desire 
by temporary, mutual conccssion and forbearance, to the hnding of solutiun cf İndia’s 
present problems, takes form, in its present aspect of request to Government to abandon 
aetion which had led, or, as we bclieve, forced Government to take such action, would 
also cease.” 

In View of these requirements, the Bombaby Conference passed Resolutıon 3, vvhich 
has been gıven Ünal shapc in Committee after discussion with Mr. Gandhi. İn accordance 
with undertsandüıg arrived at wilh hım at the Conference. Vforking Committee of Congmss 
subsequently passed separate resolutıon to similtar effect.Working Committee has decidcd 
that simuJlaneously with performance of certain acts by Govemments concemed, and 
in the event of Round Table Ccmference being called and pending such Conference, ali 
hartals, picketing, and Civil Disobedience should cease. Conference in formulating resolu- 


40 



tion endeavoured, as far as possible, to secure substantial compliance with conditioıu 
defined by His Excellency in Calcutta speech. Committee apprehend actual working of 
resolution Framed, under pressure of time, may not adequately convey eatent to whictı ende- 
avour has succeeded in securing atmosphre of conciliation. Committee hopes, that on 
Government side, terms would be regarded as sufficient. Committee is conviced that there is 
earnest desire on part of ali sections of public to And real solution of the problems facing 
country and that Conference resolutions constitute distinct advance to^ards fulfilment 
of that object. 

We venture to submit that Conference has effected real improvement ın political 
situation. So far as they have göne, pourparlers have ın Committec’s opinion advanoed 
quite as satisfactorily as may be reasonably cxpected, having regard to exceptional cir- 
cumstances of present times. Further development of negotiations can only be undertaken 
>vith advantagc, not by corrcspondence or ofien Conference, but oy ınformal and con- 
Adential consultations. That was the reason why ın telegram to His Excellency, Committee 
suggested deputation of three of its members to wait on His Excellency at Delhi. Com¬ 
mittee believes that with mutual sympathy and good-will, it will not be dıfficult to adjust 
needs of situation, by conAdential Conferenccs and conversation tili prcliminanes arr 
arranged to satisfaction of ali parties. Mr. Gandhı and Working Committee of Congrcss 
have undertaken to postpone Civil Disobedience tıll 3İst January, with espress object 
of facılıtating conduct of negotiations. 

Under ordiuary conditions many f!aws may be detected in understanding reached 
so far. and many reasons found to stave olT action, but vve are persuaded that His Exce- 
llency wıll approach questiün, to use his own words, in a large and generous spirit and that 
no advantage or tnumph would be claimed on eıther side and no reproach should be made 
by anyone eilher of having been forced to yield or of not ha/ıng courage to procecd with 
campaign. 

Public are anxious to see the country started on career of permaneut progress by 
development of natural resources and incrcasing utilisatioıı sıgns. The Reforms have not, 
Hs was at eme time fondly hoped, ushered in new era m ıhis respect. Nced of immediate 
and large constitutional expansion ıs felt on ali hands. Trade and mdustry are disorganized. 
Public mind is greatly agitated and dissatisfaction ıs entenng new and acute pbase. So 
long as large numbers of trusted leadcrs and citizens are conüned in prısons, it ıs useless to 
expect peacc, and delay in deahng with situation may inerease unrcst and accelerate crisis. 

Requcst for Round Tahle Conference was first put forward by Calcutta deputation. 
Bombay Conference representing many shades of opinion, has noiM endorsed. Non-co-opera- 
tors are not opposed to it, and Mr. Gandhi, their leadcr, is willıng to attend Conference 
in individual capacity, vvithout any terms. Ali parties in country are thus agreed as to 
necessity of Round Table Conference. His Excellency the Viceroy has expressed himself 
in its favour and Committee oonsiders that great advance has already been made towards 
fullilment of prelimmary conditions which His EaceHeney considered were essential. It now 
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Fest£ with His Excellency to give indication of the attitude he is prepared to take with 
refeFenoe to suggestion made in this letter and to daim from public ali Aırther co-opera- 
tion necessary to realise common object. 

Jinnah/Jayakar/Natarajan 
Secretaries (Malabar HiU) 

The Private Secretary to the Viceroy replied as foIlows: 

In continuation of my telegrms of 18th and 19th mstant, I am dırected by His 
Excellency the Viceroy to acknovvledge the receipt of your telegram of the I6th January 
communicating the terms of the Resolutions passed by the representative Gnaference held 
at Bombay. 

İn reply I am dırected to say that His Excellency rcgrets that the proposals now 
put forward should have been regarded by those who subscribe to the Resolution as a res- 
ponse to the sentiments which the Viceroy expressed at Calcutta. His Excellency has consi- 
dered these proposals but is unable to discover in them the basis for profîtable discussion 
on the subject of a Roıınd Table Confcrence. No useful purpose would therefore be serveü 
by entering into any detailed cxamjnation of theır terms. 

Thercupon tlıe Committee sent Ihc tolIowing telegram on 30th January to the 
Private Secretary to His ExceUency the Viceroy: 

Your letter of 26th January received today. Our letter wired to you on the 27th 
(Decenıber) gives our reasons for regarding proposals put fortvard as substantial response 
to sentiments expressed by His Excellency at Calcutta. Committee are anxious to know 
why His Excellency is unable to discover in them basis for prolitable discustion on the subject 
of Round Table Conference. Committee will be grateful to know which terms of Con- 
ference proposals are not acceptable, because Committee in that case will eııdeavour to 
meet His Excellency is wishes. Committee strongiy feel present conditions most favourable 
for discussion and setUement in view of seriousness of situation, venture to request His 
Excellency to re-consider the matter. 

Jinnah 

Jayakar 

Natarajan 

On the same day i.e. 30th January, the Committee sent to Mr. Gandhi the fol- 
loving letter; 

We are rending you herewith for your private information a copy of a reply 
reoeived today ft'om His Eıoellency the Viceroy and also copy of our letter sent to hlm by 
wire, asking for a re-coosideration of the matter. The Committee is of opinion that these 
Communications should not be published just at present. The Committee requeıt you, 
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pending further communication probably ın about three days' time, kindly to postpone your 
programme at Bardoli. 

On the İst February, 1922, Mr. Gandhisent his so-called ultimatum tothe Vicetoy, 
copy vvhereof was forvvarded by him to Mr. Jayakar. The Committee on 2nd February, 
1922, sent the follosving letter to Mr. Gandhı: 

Dear Mahatmaji, 

The Committee are ın receipt of your letter of Tuesday night, addressed 
to Mr. Jayakar, one of the signatories, and the copy of your letter to the Viceroy. They 
regret that you should have thought it advisable to send thıs letter to the Viceroy, »hile 
you werc aware, from the copies of the letter from the Private Secreîary to the Viceroy and 
the Commıttee’s reply thereto, sent to you, that conrrespondence »as stili goiog on the 
subject of the Round Table Conference. The Committee cannot agree that your letter 
cither meets their requirements or is unenceptıonable as you say in your letter 

Yours sincerely 

M. A, Jinnah 
M. R. Jayakar 
K. Natarajan 

On 6th February, 1922, the Government ıssued a communique relating to the 
Conference proposals, İt, inter alia, said: 

İt remains for the Government of (ndıa to deal wiılı the allegatıon that His Ex- 
cellency summarily lejected the proposal for a conference, although the terms put forsvard 
by the Congress wcre quite ın keeping »ıth His Excellency’s own requıremenis, as ındicated 
ın his spcech at Calcutta. How far thıs is from being the case will be manifest from a com- 
parison of His Excellency's speech with the terms proposed by the Conference. His Ex- 
cellcncy in that speech msisted on the imperative necessity of a fundamental condition 
precedent to the discussion of any questıon of a conference of the discontınuance of 
unlawful actıvities of the Non-co-opcratıon Party.No assuranceon this point was, howcver, 
eontained in the proposals advanoed by the Conference. On the contrary, while the Go¬ 
vernment were osked to make concessiorts, which not only inciuded the wıthdrawal of the 
notifications under the Crıminal Law Amendment and Seditıuus Acts and the release 
of persons convkted of offenccs designed to atfecı the loyalty of the armed forces and the 
submission to an arbitration Committee of tlıe cases of other persons convieted under 
ordinary law of the land, there wa$ no suggestion that any of the illegal aclivıties of the 
Non-oo-operators other than hartals, picketıng and cıvil diftobedıenoe woutd cease. More- 
over, it was evident from the statements made by Mr. Gandhı at the Conference that he 
ıntended to continue the enrolment of votunteers in probhibited assocıations and prepara- 
lions for civil disobedienoe. Further, Mr. Gandhi also made it apparent that the proposal 
of Round Table Conference should be called metely to register his decrees. İt is idle to 


43 



suggest that tenns of this character fulfil in any way the essentials iaid down by His Ex- 
ocllency or can reasonably be described as having been made in response to the sentiments 
eapresed by him. 

The Conference Committee in a statement observed as rollows:- 

No assurance on this point (discontinuance of the unlawful activities of the non- 
co-operation party) was, however, contained in the proposals advanced by the Conference. 
In the very next sentence, however, it was admitted that there was the assurance that 
hartals, picketing and civil disobedience would oease. These have ali along been consi- 
dered as the principal oiTensive activities of the non-co-operationist and the fact that the 
resolution of the Conference provided for their cessation does not bear but the Gövem- 
ment’s statement that no assurance on this point was contained in the proposals of the 
conference. 

The only other activities specihed in the communique, to which exception has been 
taken, is the enrolment of volunteers in prohibited associations and preparation for civil 
disobedience. It was part of the proposal of the Conference that the notihcation prohibiting 
these associations should be wiıhdrawn and when this was done, enrolment of vlounteers 
for them could no longer be illegal. If, after that, they were engaged in any unlawrul actîvity 
by way of preparation for civil disobedience or othenvise, they would be liable for their 
acHons under the ordinary law. 

It will thus be seen that, in respect of ali the important oBensive activities of the 
Non-co-operators, the Conference had secured the promise of cessation sımultaneously 
with the reversal of the repressive policy of the Government. 

Then it is said that Mr. Gandhi made it apparent that the proposed Round Table 
Conference would be merely to register his decrees. The Conference obviously cannot be 
held responsible for aynthing outside its resolutions. But as to this inference from the 
appearance of what Mr. Gandhi said or did at the Conference, it is relevant to çite the 
following firom a notc to Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, in which Mr. Gandhi haa ex- 
plained his real meaning. It was ready by Mr. Seshagiri lyer in his speech at the Legislative 
Assembly; "What 1 mean is that until I am convinced that my demands are unreasonable, 
unjust or impossibk of fulfilment, I woild not recede from them. I would not consider 
the unwillingness of the Government or Parliament to grant any of these things to be a ground 
for reducing the demands. The value of a Round Table Conference consists in under- 
standiog each other’s difficulties and of making allovvances for them. Hence my insisting 
that Government mutt change their heart. If they entrench themselves behind their armed 
forces, the Conference would be not only fnıitless but mischievous. They must try to appeal 
to our ıntellect, just as we must appeal to theirs. If the Government or anybody, therefore, 
showB that any particular demand is unreasonable or untenable I vvould certainly give it 
up as I did yesterday on the question of the motion of securing the release of political 
prisoners other than the two claases mentioned in Resolution No. 3 of the Conference. 



It may be added that though, Mr. Gandhi in the speech at the Conference said 
volunteering would continue, he qualified it by saying that “the preparation wjll not be of 
an offensive character nor of a hostile character.” He explained this further in an acticle in 
“Young India.” 

■ 

^ The Committec cannot help thninking these and other points might most suitably 
have been communicated to'thcm in response to theır request of the 30th of January in 
reply to the letter from the Viceroy’s Private Secretary. The Committee regrets the omission 
of Government to do so in a direct manner, because its task of endeavouring to secure a 
peaceful atmosphcre in whıch to consider the questıons arising out of the present sitıiation, 
has been thereby rendered more difficult than it would otherwise have been. 

On 7th February 1922, the rolk)wıng letter was addressed by the Private Secretary 
to H. E. the Viceroy to the Hon. Secretaries. (It is interesting to mention that the letter 
never reached the Committec but was returned by the Post Office authoritıes as undelivered.) 

S irs, 

I am directed to acknovvledge receipt of your telegram of the 30th of January 
(then it quotes the contents of the telegram aiready stated above). 

j • In reply, I am desıred to refer you to the communique of the Government of India 
of the 6th of February, (aiready quoted above). For reasons explained therein. His Exce- 
llency is of opinion that the proposals of your Conference, which are substantially with those 
of the Workıng Committee of the Congress, in no way fulfil the essentials laid down by 
His Excellency ın his spcech at Calcutta and he must adherc to the view that they cannot 
leasonably be deseribed a.s havıng been made in response to the sentiments then expressed 
by him. His Excellency appreciates the statement that your Committee will endeavour 
to^meet his vvishes in regard to any terms vvhıch are not regarded as acceptable, but, in 
view of the attitude taken up by Mr. Gandhi, in his manifesto of the 4ıh of February (ulti- 
matum). His Excellency considers that aıı> further discussiou in present conditions of a 
Round Tablc Conference vvould serve no purpose. 

On 24th February 1922, the following letter was addressed by the Private Secretary 
to Viceroy to Mr. Jınnah; 

My Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The enelosed letter, viz., the one of the 7th of February, 1922 (just quoted above) 
addressed to the Hony. Secretaries of the Representative Conference at Bombay and 
despatehed on the 7th of February, has just been returned to me by the Post Office antho- 
rities as undelivered. 

It is very rcgreıtable that thıs letter failed to rcach you or one of the other Secre¬ 
taries, who signed the letter to which it is a reply. I hope that you wıll explain the facts to the 
persons concemed. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary to Viceroy 

• * • 
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MR. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 


Copy of thc note dated I4th May, 1938 handed över by Mr. Bose to Mr. Jinnah: 

İn the coursc of the talks between thc Congress President and Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
President of the All-India Müslim League, Mr. Jinnah suggested that any agrecment that 
might be arrived at should be based on a clear understanding of the position of the Cong¬ 
ress and that of thc Müslim League. He proposed that the conversatıon should proceed on 
the follotving basis:— 

“The All-Indian Muslini League as the authorıtatıve and representative organısa- 
tion of the Indian Muslims, and thc Congress as the authoritative and representative or- 
ganisation of the solid body of Hindu opınion, havc hereby agreed to the rollowing tenns 
by vvay of a paci bctwecn the two majör communıtıes and as a settlemcnt of the Hindu- 
Muslım question.'' 

Aftcr Turther consiJeration a somewhat dıflcrcnt vvordıng was suggcsted by hım 
as follosvs;— 

“The Congress and the All-India Müslim Leeague as the authoritative and re- 
presentative organısations of the Mussalmans oflndia havc hereby agreed to the folloıving 
terms of Hındus-Muslim settlemcnt by vvay of a pact.” 

The sccond statement, though shorter, apparently embodıes the ı>anıe idea vvhich 
js given in the /îrst, that is, that the Congress should represent the Hindus and the Müslim 
League the Mussalmans. 

The Congress cannot possibJy consider ıtself or funetion as if it represented one 
communıty only, even though that might be the majority community in India. Its doors 
must inevitably be öpen to ali communities and it must vveleome ali Indians who agree 
with ks general polıcy and methods. İt cannot aeoeptthe position of representing one com- 
munıty and thus itselT becoming a communal organisation. At the same time the Congress 
is perfectly vvilling to confer and cooperate with other organısations vvhich represent minority 
ınterests 


İt is obvious that the Mussalmans oflndia, though a minority in the vvholc country, 
form a very considerable part of thc population and their wishcs and desires must be consi- 
dered ın any scfaemc affectıng India. It is also true that the All-India Müslim League is 
an organisation representing a large body of muslim opinion vvhich must carry weighL 
It ıs for thıs teason that the Congress has endeavoured to understand the view-point of 
the League and to come to an understanding vvith it. The congress, however, vvould be 
bound to consult other existing muslim organısations vvhich have cooperated vvith ille 
Coltgress m thc past. Fuıther in the event of other group or minority ınterests being ın- 
volved it vvili be neocssary to consult representatives of such Interests. 



Bombay, 

May 15, 1938. 

Dcar Mr. Jınnah, 

Last night I gave you a note exlpainıng ourposition. You asked me what cons- 
iructıve proposaLs we had to make. I think the note is seir-explanatory. Havıng made knovm 
ıhc Congress reactıon to your suggestion, aocordmg to us, it remains now to proceed to 
the next stage namely appoiniment of respective committees which will jointly settie the 
•cmı.s of understanding. 


Yours sincerely, 
Subhas C. Bosc- 


« 


« 


* 


Bombay, 

16 May, 1939. 

Dear Mı. üose, 

1 acknoNvlcdge the receipt of a note you handed över to me on behalf of the 
Congress on the 14th, and also 1 beg to acknuvvVcdge the receipt of your letter dated ISth 
of May, 1938. The matter will be placcd before the Executive and the WoTking Committee 
of the All-India Müslim League at a meeting to be called in the hrst wcck of ]une, and 1 
vvill communicate to you the decision as soon as posstble. 

Yours sıncerely, 
M. Jınnah. 






Dear Mr. Bose, 


Bombay, 

June, 5, 1938. 


I am enclosıng herewith unanimous opınıon of ıhc Executıve Council of the All- 
Jndia Mu.slim League as promısed bv me in my letter dated the I6th of May with referenoe 
to the note given to me by y6u on behalf of the Congress and your letter of the 15th of 
May 19.38. . 

Yours sıncerely. 


M. A. Jinnoh. 
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KESOLUTION NO. 1. 


The £xe(;utive Council of the All-India Müslim League has consıdered the note 
handed över by the President Mr. S. Bosc on behalf of the Congress to Mr. Jinnah, the 
President of the All-India Müslim League, on the 14th May, and his letter of the ISth 
May, 1938, and hnd that it is possible for the All-India Müslim League to treat or nego- 
tiate with the Congress the question of Hindu-Muslim settlement except on ıhe hasis that 
the Müslim League is the authoritative and representative organisation of the Mussalmans 
of India. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2. 

The Council have also considered the letter of Mr. Gandhi, datcd the 22nd May, 
1938, and are of opmion that it is not desırable to mclude any Müslim m the personnel 
of the proposed committee that may be appoınted by the Congress. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3. 

The Executive Council wish to make ıt clear that it ıs the declarcd policy of the 
All-India Müslim League, that ali other minorıties should have their rights and interest 
safeguarded so as to create a sense of sccurity amongst them, and wın their conüdenoe, 
and the All-Indıa Mushm League vvili consult the representatives of such minorilies, and 
any other interest us may be involved, when neoessary. 


* 


• * 


Wardha, 

July 25, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The Woıking Committee has gıven ali the attention ıt was possible for it to give 
to the resolutions of the Müslim League you were good enough to enrlose with your letter 
of the 5th. June, 1938. The fırst resolution of the League Council deiines the status of the 
League. If it means that before we prooccd to set up a machinery for consıdering the terms 
of settlement of the comnıunal questio n tlıe Congress should recognise the status as de- 
hned m that resolution, there is an obvious difficulty. Though, the resolution does not 
use the adjective, ’only’. the language of the resolution means that the adjcctive is under- 
stood. AJready the Working Committee has received wamings against recogmsing the 
CKclustve status of the League. There are Müslim organisations which have bcen funetioning 
independently of the Müslim League. Some of them are staunch supporters of the Congress. 
Moreover, there are individual Mushms who are Congressmen, some of whom exercıse no 
İDconsiderable influence in the couniry. Then there is the Fronticr Province which is over- 
tvhelmmg Müslim and which is solidly with the Congress. You will see that in the faue 
of these knovra facts it is not only impossible, but improper for the Congress to make 
the admıssion which the first resolution of the League Council apparently desires the Congress 
to make. It is suggestcd that the status of organisations does not aocruc to them by 
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any defîning of it. It comes through the service to which a particular organisation has 
dedicated itself. The Working Committee therefore hopes, that the League Council will 
not ask the Congress to do the impossible. It İs not enough that the Congress is not only 
willing but eager to establish the fricndliest relations wıth the League and to come to an 
honourable understanding över the much vexed Hindu-Muslim question7 

At this stage it may perhaps be as well to State the Congress daim. Though it 
is admitted that the largest number of persmıs to be found on the numerous Congress 
registers are Hindus, the Congress has a fairly large number of Muslims and members 
of other communities professing diiferent faiths. It has been an unbroken tradition with 
the Congress to represent ali communities, ali raccs and ali classes to whom India is their 
hone. From iCs inception it has often had distinguished Muslims as Presidents and as 
General Secretaries who eı\joyed the conhdence of the Congress and of the country. The 
Congress tradition is that though a Congressman does not cease to belong to the Faith 
in which he is bom and bred up, no one comes to the Congress by virtue of his faith; he 
is in and of the Congress by virtue of his endorsement of the political principles and policy 
of the Congress. The Congress, therefore, is in no sense a communal organisation. In 
fact it has altvays fought the communal spirit, because it is detrimental to the grovvth of püre 
and undehned nationalism. But whilst the Congress makes this daim, and has sought, 
with more or less success, to live up to the daim, the Working Committee asks for no 
recognition from the League Council. The Committee would be glad if your Council 
would come to an understanding with the Congress in order that we might achieve national 
solidanty and wholchcartcdly work for rcalising our common destiny. 

As to the second resolution of the Council, I am afraid that it is not possible 
for the Working Committee to conform to the desire expressed therein. 

The third resolution, the Working Committee is unable to understand. So far 
as the Working Committee is aware, the Musiim League is purely a communal organisation, 
in the sense that it seeks to serve Müslim interests and its membership too is öpen only 
to Muslims. The Working Committee also has ali along understood that so far as the 
League is ccmcemed, it desires, and rightly, a settlement with the Congress on the Hindu- 
Muslım guestion and not on questions afifeeting ali minorities. So far as the Congress 
is conoemed, if the other minorities have a grievance against the Congress, it is always 
ready to deal widı them as it is Us bounden duty to do, bcing its very constitution and 
organisation representative of ali India vvithout distmetion of caste or creed. 

In view of the foregoing I hope that it will be possible for us to take up the next 
stage in our negotiations for reaching settlement. 

It is suggested that as the previous correspondcnce has already been published, 
it tvuuld be wise to take the public ınto conhdenoe and publish the subscquent corres- 
pondence betwecn us. If you are agreeable these documents will be immediately ıdeased 
for publication. 

Yours sinoercly, 
Subhas C. Bose. 
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August, 2nd, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Bose, 


I placed your letter dated the 25th of July, 1938, before the meeting of the Exe- 
cutive Council of the All-India Müslim League. 

The Executive Council gave its earnest attention and careful consideration to the 
arguments which were urged in your letter for persuading it not to daim the status it has done 
in its resolutıon No. I, already communicated to you. 1 am desired to State that in defîning 
the status the Council was not actuated by any motive of securing an admission, but had 
merely stated an accepted fact. 

The Council is fully convinced that the Müslim League is the only authoritative 
and representative political organisation of the Mussalmans of lııdia. Thıs position was 
accepted v/lıen the Congress-League Pact was arrived at in 1916, at Lucknow, and ever 
since, tıll 1935, when Jinnah -Rajendra Prashad conversation toolc place, it has not been 
questioned. The All-India Müslim League, therefore, does not requıre any admission 
or recognition from the Congress and nor «lid the resolution of the Exccutive Council 
passed at Bombay. But in view of the fact that the position—ın fact the very exıstcnce— 
of the League had been questioned by Pandıt Jaıvahar Lal Nehru, the President of the 
Congress, m one of his statements, wherein he asscrted that there were only two parlics ın the 
country, viz. the Britısh Government and the Congress, it was considered necessary by the 
Executıve Council to inform the Congress of the basis on vvtuch the negotiations between 
the two organisaliuns could prooeed 

Besidcs, the very fact that the Congress approached the Müslim League to enter 
ınto negotiations lor a settlement of the Hindu-Muslinı qucstıon it prcsupposcd the autho- 
ntative and representative eharaeter of the League, and as such, its right to come to an 
Bgreement, on behalf of the Mussalmans of India. 

The Council are aware of the fact that there is a Congress coalition govemment 
in N.W.F.P. and also that there are some Muslims in the Congress organisation in other 
provinces. But the Council is of opinion that these Muslims in the Congress do not, and 
cannot represem the Mussalmans of India, for the simple reason that theiı number is very 
insignilîcant, and that as members of the Congress tlıey have disabled themselves from 
representing, or speaking on behalf of the Müslim community. Were it not so, the whole 
daim of the Congress, allcged in your letter, regarding its national eharaeter, would fail 
to the ground. 

Al legards, “the other Müslim organisatıons”, to which reference has been made 
in your letter, but whom you have not even named, the Council considers that it would 
have been more proper if no reference had been made to them. If they collectively, ot 
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individually, had be«n in a position to speak on behalf of the Musslamans of India, the 
negotiations with the Müslim League, Tor a settlement of the Hindu-Muslim question, 
would not have bcen initiated by the President of the Congress, and Mr. Gandhi. How- 
cvcr, so far as the Müslim League is conccrncd, it is not av^are that any Müslim political 
organisation has ever made a daim that it can speak or negotiate on behalf of the Muslims 
of India. It is, Ih'^refore, very much to be regretted, that you should have referred to “other 
Muslims Organisations” in this connection. 

The Council is equally anxious to bring about a settlement of “the much 
vexed HinduMuslim question'', and this hastens the realization of the common goal, 
bul it is painful to find that subtIe arguments are bcing introduccd to cloud the issue and 
retard the progress of the negotiations. 

In vıevv of the facts stated above, the Council stili hopes, 'hat the representative 
character of the Müslim League wıll not be questioned, and that the Congress will prooeed 
to appcint a committee on that basis. 

Wıth rclerence to the second resulution, the Council wishes to point out that it 
considered undesirable the inciusion of Musslamans in the Committee that mıght be appoin- 
ted by the Congress, because it would meet to solve and settie the Hindu-Muslim question, 
and so in the very nature of the issues involvcd they would not command the conhdence 
of eıther Hindus or the Mussalmans, and their position indecd would be most embarrassing. 
The Council, therefore, request you to consider the question in the light of the above observa- 
tions. 

Wıth reference to the thiıd re.solutıon, it vvas the memorandum of the Congress, 
referred to in your letter, datcd. tlıe 15th of May, 1938, in which mention of other minorities 
wa.s made. and the Müslim League csprcsscd ıts willingness lo consult them, if, and when 
it was necessary in consnnance with its declated polity, 

As regards your desire for the release of the corrcspondence, includıng this letter. 
for publication, the Council ha.s no objectıun to your doıng so. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * 


* 


Calcutta, 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 2nd October 1938. 

Your letter of the 2nd August, 1938, had been placed before the Working Com¬ 
mittee. After due dcliberation it has resolved to reply as follows;— 
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“Though there are inaccuracies in your letter, no puıpose will be served by dwelling 
on them. The substanoe of your letter seems to be, rhat the League does not expect the Cong- 
ıes8, whetheriınpIicitlyorexplicitly, toacknowledgeits status as the authoritative Müslim 
organisation of India. If this view is accepted by the League, I am authorised to State, 
that the Worlcing Committee will confer with the Committee, that may be appointed by 
the League, to draw up the terms of settlement”. 

“The Workiag Committee will be represented by at least five of its members 
at the sittings of the Conferenoe.” 

“As the previous correspondence has already been released for publication, 

I am taking the liberty of issuing this to the Press.” 


Yours sincerely, 
S. Bose. 


* * 


* 


Littie Cibbs Road, 
Malabar Hill. 
Bombay, 

DearMr. Bose, October 10, 1938. 

I am in reoeipt tn your letter dated the 2nd of October, which was placed before 
the Executive Council. I am authorised to State in reply as follovvs:— 

The Executive Council of the All-Indıa Müslim League regret very much that the 
Working Committee of the Congress should have entirely misread my letter dated the 2nd 
of August, 1938, which is qıute clear, and does not rcquire any clucidatıon or further in- 
terpretation. The Müslim League arc stili ready ro procccd with the negotiations for seltle- 
ment of the Hindu-Musliın question, on the hasis defined by my letter referred to above, 
and would appoint its reprcsentatives to meet the Committee, that may be appointed 
by the Congress, on the footing indicated by us in our three resolutions of the 5th of June, 
1938, already cummunicated to you. 


As ali the csrrespondenoe so far in this connection has been published, I am 
issuing this to the Press. 


Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah. 
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CABINET MISSION—LEAGLIt CORRESPONDENCE 
Letter dated 27th April, J946. from Lord Pethıck- -Lawrence to Mr. Jinnah 

The Cabinet Mission and His Excellency the Vıceroy have carefully revievved ihe 
opinions expressed to thenı by the vanous reprc.stntatıves they lıave ıntervıewed and have 
comc to the conciusion that they should make one further attempt to obtaın agreement 
bct^veen the Mııslım League and the Congress. 

They realıse Ihat it would be useless to ask the two partıes to meet unless they 
wpre able to place bcfore them a basıs of ncgotialion whıch could lead to such an agreement. 

I am, thereforc, asked to mvite the Müslim League to send four negoliators to 
mcet the Cahinet Mission and the Vıceroy together wıth a similar numberfrom the Congress 
Working Commıttee with a view to discussing the possibılity of agreement upon a seheme 
based upon the followıng fundamental prmciples' 

The future constitutional struclure of Britısh Indıa to be as folIows: 

A Union Government dealıng vvıth the following subjects: 

Foreign Affaırs, Defence and Communications. There vvıll be two groups of 
p'ovinces, the cne of the predoıninantly Hindu provmces and the other of the predominantly 
Müslim provınccs, dealıng with ali other subjects which the provmces in the respectıve 
grcups desıre to be dealt w'th m com/non. The Provmcıal Governments wıll dcal with ali 
üther subjects and vvili have ali the residuary sovereign nghts. 

İt is contemplatcd that the İndian States vvıll take their approprıate place in Ihis 
struclure on terms to be negotıaıed ıvith ıhcm. 

I vvould poınt out that wc do not thııık ıt eilher necessnıy or desırable furtheı to 
elaborate ıhesc principles as ali other matlers could be dealt wıth ın the course of the 
negotiations. 

If the Muslini League and Congress are preparcd to enter ınto negotiations on 
this basıs, you will perhaps be so good as lo Ict me knovv the names of the four people 
appoınted to ncgutiate on thcır behalf. As soor. as I receıve these I wıll let you knovv the 
locus of the negotiations vvhıch vvill m all probabılity be in Sımla, where the climate wıll 
be more teınperale. 


* 


Letter dated 29th April, 1946.from the President of the Müslim League to Lord 
Pethick-Lavvrence, 
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I thank you for your letter of the 27th April, which I placed bcfore my Working 
Committee, yestcrday moming. 

My colleagucs and [ fully appreciate the further attempt that the Cabinet Mıssion 
and His Excellency the Viceroy are making to bring about an agreemcnt betvvecn the Müs¬ 
lim League and the Congress by proposing a mecting of tike representatives of the two 
organisations for the purpose of negotiating an agreement. They, however, desire me to 
invite your attention to the position taken up by the Müslim League since the passıng of the 
Lahore Resolution in 1940, and, thercafter, successively endorsed by the All-India Müslim 
League Sessions and again by the Convention of the Müslim League Legislatoıs, as re- 
cently as the 9th of Aprıl, 1946, as per copy enclosed. 

The Working Committee desire to point out that many important matters, both 
of principle and detaıl, in your brief letter, rcquire elucidation and clanfication, vvhich, 
in their opinion, can be achieved at the meeting proposed by you. 


Therefore, without prejudice or commitment the Working Committee, ın their 
anxiety to assist in hnding an agreed solution of the Indian constitutional problem, have 
authorised me to nominate three representatives on behalf of the Müslim League to parti- 
cipate in the negotiations. 

The following are the four names: 

I. Mr. M. A. Jinnah; 2. Nawab Muhammad İsmail Khan; 3. Nawabzada 
Liaquat Ali Khan and 4. Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar. 


ENCLOSURE. 


Resolution, passed by the Subjects Committee, to be placed before the All-Indıa 
Müslim League Legi.slators’ Convention on April 9, 1946. 


Whereas, in this vast subcontinent of İndia a hundred million Muslims are the ad- 
herents of a faith which regulates cvery department uf their life (educational, social, eco- 
nomic and pcliCical), whose code is not confined merely to spiritual doctnnes and tenets or 
ntuols and ceremonies and which stands in sliarp contrast to the exclusive nature of Hindu 
dharma and philusophy whjch has fnstered and maintained for thousands of years a rigid 
Caste System resulling in the degradatıon of 60 mıllion human beings to the position uf 
untoııchables, creatıon of un-natural barriers between man and man and superimposıtion 
of social and economic inequalitıes on a large body of the people of this country, and which 
threatens to reduce Muslims, Christıans and other minorities to the status of irrcdeemable 
helot, socially and economically; 
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Whereas, the Hindu Caste System is a direct negation of nationalisın, equality, 
democrac} and ali the noble ideals that İslam stands for; 

Whereas, difTerent historical backgrounds, traditions, culturcs and social and 
economic orders of the Hindus and the Muslims have made impossıble the evolution of 
a single Indian nation inspired by common aspırations and ideals and whereas after cen- 
turies they stili remain twû distinct majör nations; 

Whereas, soon after the introduction by the British of the polıcy of setting up 
politıcal institutions in India on the lines of Western democracıes based on majority rule 
which meant that the majoıily of one nation or society could impose its will on the majority 
of the other nation or society in spite of their opposition as was amply demonstrated during 
the two and a half ycars’ regime of Congress Government in the Hindu majority provinces 
under the Government of India Act, 1935, vhen the Muslims were subjected to untold 
harassment and oppression as a result of which they were convinced of the futility and 
ıneifectiveness of the so-called safeguards provided in tlıe constitution and in the Instru- 
nıent of Instructions to the Govemors and were driven to the irresistible conciusion that 
in a United Indian Federation, if established, the Muslims even in majority provinces 
would mect with no better fate and their rights and ınterests could never be adeguatdy 
protected against the perpetual Hindu majority at the Centre; 


Whereas, the Muslims are convinced that with a view to save Müslim India from 
the doııiination of the Hindus and in order to afford them full scope to develop themselves 
according to their genius, it is neccssaıy to constitute a sovereign indepcndent State com- 
prising Bengal and Assam ın the north-east 2 onc and the Punjab, North-West Frontier 
Province, Sind and Baluchistan in the north-wesT zone. 


This Convcntion of the Müslim League Legislators of India, Central and Pro- 
vincial, aûer careful consideration hereby declare that the Muslun Nation will never submit 
to any constitution for a United India and wıll never partıcıpate in any single constitu- 
tion-making nıachinery set up for the purpose, and that any formula devised by the British 
Government for transferring power from the British to the peoples of India, which does not 
conform to the follorving just and equıtable iKinciples calculated to maintain intemal peace 
and tranquility in the country, will not conınbute to the solution of the Indian problem; 

1. That the zone comprising Bengal and Assam in the north-east and the Punjab, 
North-West Frontier Province, Sınd and Baluchistan in the north-west of India, namely 
Pakistan zones, vvliere the Muslims are in a dominant majority, be constıtuted into a 
sovereign independent State and that an uncqui\ocal understanding be gıven to imple- 
ment the establishment of Pakistan without-delay; 

2. That two sepaıate constitution-making boides be set up by peoples of Pak¬ 
istan and Hindustan for the purpose of framing their respeetive constıtutions; 
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3. That the minontıes in Pakistan and Hindustan be provided with safeguards 
on the lines of the All-India Müslim League Resolutiou passed on the 23rd March, 1940, 
at Lahore; 

4. That the acceptance of the Müslim League demand of Pakistan and its ıınple- 
mentation without detay are the sine qua non for the Müslim League co-operetion and 
participation in the formation of an interim govemment at the Centre. 

This Convention further emphatically declarcs that any attempt to impose a cons- 
titutıon on a United India basis or to force any interim arrangement at the Centre con- 
trary to the Müslim League demand will İcave the Muslims no alternative but to resist such 
an imposition by ali possible mcans for their survival and national existence. 

* * * 

Letter dated 29th Aprıl, 1946.from Lord Pcthic-Lawrencc to the President of the 
Müslim League. 

Thank you for your lelter of the 29th April. The Cabinet Delegation are very 
glad to know that the Müslim League agree to enter the joint discussion with the represen- 
tatives of the Congress and ourselves. I am glad to say 1 have received a letter from the 
President of the Congress to say that Ihey are also wı!ling to participate in the proposed 
dıscussions and have nominated Maulana Azad, Pandıt Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan as their representatives. 

We have taken note of the resolution of the Müslim League to which you draw 
our atıention. We have never contemplated that acceptance by the Müslim League and 
the Congress of our invitation would ımplj as a prelıminary condıtıon full approval by 
thenı of the terms set ouı in my letter. These terms are our proposed bısıs for a settlemenc 
and vvhat we have asked the Müslim League VVorkıng Commıttee to do ıs to agree to send 
its representatives to mect ourselves and representatives of the Congress in order to discuss 
İt. 


We propose that these dıscussions should be held at Sımla and ıntend to move 
there ourselves on NVednesday nexl. We hope that you wıll be able to arrange for the Müs¬ 
lim league representatives to be ın Smıla ın time to öpen the dıscussions on the morning 
of Thursday, May 2. 


Agenda 


t. Groups of provınces— 

(a) Composition. 

(b) Method of deciding group subjects. 

(c) Character of group organisation. 
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2. Union. 

(a) Union subjects. 

(b) Character of Union Constitution. 

(c) Fınance. 

3. Constitution-making machinery— 

(a) Coraposition. 

(b) Functions. 

(i) m respect of Union; 

(ii) in respect of groups; 

(ili) ın respect of provinces. 


« 


* * 


Letter daıed 8th May, 1946 from Lord Pethick-Lawrencc to the Presıdents of the 
Müslim League and the Congress. 

My colicagues and I ha ve been thmking över the best method of laying before the 
conference what in our judgınent seems the most likely basis of agreement as shown by the 
deliberations so far. 

We have comc to tlıe conclusıun that ıt wıli bc for the convenıence of the parties 
if we commit this to v»rıling and send them confîdential copies before the conference meets 
again. 


We hope to be in a posıtmn to Jet you have this in the ccurse of the mornıng, But 
as this wı]l give you too shert a time lo :>tudy it adequatcly before the proposed resump- 
tion of the conference at 3 o’clock this afternoon, I feel sure that you wıll agree that the 
nıecting be postponed until the same hours (3 o’clock) tomorrovv afternoon, Thursday, 
9th May. and 1 hope thal you wıll concur ın this change of time whıch we are convmced 
is in the interests of ali parties. 


• « 


* 


Letter dated 8th May, 1946, from the Prıvate Secretary to Lord Pethick- 
Lawrence to the Presıdent of the Müslim League. 
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With reference to the Secretary of Statc’s Icttcr to you this morning the Cabinet 
Delegation wish me to send to you the enclosed document which is the paper to which 
the Secretary of State referred. The Delegation propose that this paper should be discussed 
at the next meeting to bc held on Thursday afternoon at S p.m. if that is agreeable to the 
Congress—Müslim League delegates. 

Enclosure with letter of 8th May suggested points for agreement betvveen the 
representatives of the Congress and the Müslim League. 

1. There shall be an All-India Government and Legislature dealing with Foreign 
Affairs, Defence, Communications, Fundamental Rights and having the necessary powers 
to obtain for itself the fînances it requires for these subjects. 

2. Ali the remaining powers shall vest ın the provinces. 

3. Groups of provinces may be formed and such groups may determine the 
provincial subjects which they desire to take in common. 

4. The groups may set up their own executives and legislatures. 

5. The Legi.slature of the Union shall be composed of equal proportions, from 
the Müslim majonty provinces and from the Hindu majority provinces tvhether or any of 
them have formed themselves into groups, together with representatives of the StateSi 

6. The Government of the Union shall be constituted in the same proportion 
as the Legislature. 

7. The bonstitutions of the Union and the groups (if any) shall contain a pro- 
vision svhereby any province can by a majority vote of its legislative assembly cali for a 
Tcconsideration of the terms of the constitution after an initial period of ten years and at 
ten yearly intervals thereafter. 

For the purpose of such reconsideration, a body shall be constituted on the same 
basis as the original Constitutcnt Assembly and with the same provisions as to voting 
and shall have power to amend the constitution in any way decided upon. 

8. The consTİtution-making machinery to arrive at constitution on the above 
basis shall be as follovvs: 

A. Representatives shall be eleeted from each Provincial Assembly in proportion 
to the streugth of the various parties in that Assembly on the basis of one-tenth of their 
numbers. 


B. Representatives shall be invited from the States on the basis of their popu- 
lation in proportion to the representation from British India. 



C. The Constitutent Assembly so formed shall mcet at the earliest date possible 
in New Delhi. 

D. After its preliminary meeting at which the general order of business 
will be settied it will divide into three sections, one section representing the 
Hindu majority provinces, one section representing the Müslim majority provinces and 
one representing the States. 

E. The lîrst two sections will then meet separately tu dccide the provincial consti- 
tutions for their group and, if they wish, a group constıtution. 

F. >Vhen these have been settied it wil! be öpen to any province to decide to opt 
out of its original group and into the other group or to remain outside any group. 

G. Thereafter the three bodies will meet together to settie the constıtution 
for the Union on the lines agreed in paragraphs 1—7 above. 

H. No majör point in the Uıüon constıtution whith affccts the communal issue 
shall be deemed to be passed by the Assembly unless a majority of both the two com- 
munities vote in its favour. 

9. The Viceroy shall forthwith cali together the above constitution-making 
machinery which shall be governed by the provisions stated in paragraph 8 above. 


« • 




Letter dated 8th May, 1946, from the President of the Müslim League to Lord 
Pethick-Lawrcnce. 

I have now received the letter of your Private Sccretary, dated 8th May, 1946, 
and the enelosed document to whıch you had referred in your earlier letter of 8th May, 
1946. It is proposed by you that thıs "‘paper” be discussed at the nexl meeting of the con- 
fercnce to be held on Thursday aftemoon at 3 p.m. if thıs is agreeable to the Müslim League 
Oelegation. 

Your proposal embodied in your letter of 27th April, 1946 runs as folIû'ws: 

“A Union Government dealing with the following subjects-Fureign Affairs, 
Defence and Communications. Thcre wıll be two groups of provinces, the one 
of the predominantlv Hindu provinces and the other of the predomınantly Müslim 
provinces, dealing wıth ali other subjects vvhich the provinces in the respeetive 
groups desire to be dealt with in common. The Provincial Govemments wıll deal 
with ali other subjects and will have ali resıduary sovereıgn rıghts.” 
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This matter was to be discussed at Simla and we agreed to attend the conference 
on Sunday, 5th May, 1946, on the terms of my letter, dated 28th April, 1946. 

You were good enough to explain your formula and then after hours of discussion 
on the 5th and 6th of May, the Congress hnally and definitely turned down the proposed 
Union coniîned only to three subjects even wıth power to Jevy contribution lor financıng 
the Union. 

Next, your formula clearly envisaged an agreement precedent betvvecn the Con¬ 
gress and the Müslim Lcague with regard to the groupıng of Müslim and Hindu provinces 
and the formation of two Federations of the grouped provinces and it followed that there 
must be two constitution-making machıneries. It was on that basıs that some kınd of Union 
was suggcsted ın your formula confined only to three subjects and our approval was sought 
in order to put into this skeleton blood and lle.sh. 

Ihis proposal was also categorically tumed down by the Congress and the meeting 
had to be adjourned for the Mission toconsider the matter further as to what steps they 
may take ın the matter. 

And now the enelosed document has been sent to us with a view that “this paper 
should be discussed at the next meeting to be held on Thursday afternoon at 3 p.m.”The 
headıng of the paper ıs “Suggested points for agreement between the representatives of 
the Congress and the Müslim Lcague.” By whom are they suggested, it is not made clear 

Wc are of the opinion that the ncw suggested points for agreement are a fundamen- 
tal deparlurc from the original formula embodied in your letter of 27th April, which was 
rejected by the Congress. 

To mention some of the important points we are now asked to agree that Ihcre 
should be onc All-Iııdia Union Government in terms of paragraphs 1- 7 of this paper, 
which adds one more subject to be vested in the Union Government, ı.e. “Fundarr.ental 
Rights” and ıt is not made clear vvhether the Union Government and Legıslature will have 
povver or not to obtain for ilself the lînances by means of taxation. 

In the new “suggestions” the question of grouping of provinces is left cxactly as 
the Congress spoVesmen desıred in the course of discussions that have taken place hitherto, 
and is totally different from your original formula. 

That there should be a sıngle constitution-making body, we can never agree to, 
ııor can we agree to the method of formation of constitution-making machıneries suggested 
ın the paper. 

There are ınany other objeetionable features contained in the suggestions vvhıch 
we have not deolt wilh as we are only dealing with the main points arising ou t of this paper. 
In these circumstances, we think, no useful purpose will be served to discuss this paper 
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as it is a complete departure from your original formula, unless after what we have said 
above, you will desire us to discuss it in tiu oonferenoe itself tomorrovvr. 


* * 


* 


Letter dated 9th May, 1946 from Lord Pethick-Lawreııcc to the President of the 
Müslim League., 

I have to acknovvlcdge your letter of yesterday which I have shown to my coUeagues. 
In it you raise a number of issues to which I propose to reply in order. 

1. You daim that Congress “finally and definitely tumed down the proposed 
Union confîned only to three subjects even with power to levy contribution for finandng 
the Union.” This statement is not in accord with my recollection of what took plaoe in 
the conference room. It is true that the Congress representatives eıpressed their view that 
the limitation was too narrow and argued further that even so ü'mited it necessarily in- 
duded certain andllary matters. Up to a point you recognised that there was some force 
in the argument because you agreed, as I understood that some power to obtain the neces- 
sary hnance must be given, there was no hnal dedsion on this matter (or of course on any 
other). 


2. Next you daim, if I understand yon aright, that our reference to the forma* 
tion of groups is at variance wıth the formula in our invitation. I am afraid I cannot accept 
this vjew. İt is of course, a slightJy ampJified form because it specifies the mannerin which 
the provinces can decide as to joining any particular group. This amplified form is put 
forward by us as a rrasonable compromise between the views of the Müslim League and 
those originally expressed by Congress against grouping at ali. 

3. You further take exception to the madiinery that we suggest should be set 
up for making the constitution. I would point out to you, however, that you yoursdf in 
eıplaining haw your two constitution-makıng bodies would work agreed on Tuesday last, 
in the conference that they would have to join togcther m the end to decide the constitution 
of the Union and you took no exception to their having a prdıminary session ın common 
to decide procedure. What we are proposing is in fact precisdy Ihe same thing expressed 
in different words. I am, therefore, quite at a loss to understand what you have in mind 
whcn you use the words ‘‘this proposal was also categorically tumed doAvn by the Con¬ 
gress.” 


4. In your ncxt succeeding paragraph you ask who it is that makes the sugges- 
tions that are containcd in the document 1 sent you. The answer is the Cabinet Mission 
and His Exoellency the Vıccroy tvho make thero in our endeavour to bridge the gap bet- 
ween the viewpoints of the Congress and the Müslim League. 
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5. You next take exception to our departing from the original formula in my 
invitation. I would remind you that in accepting my original invitation neither the Müslim 
Lcague nor the Congress bound itself to accept in full the original formula, and in my 
reply of April 29,1 wrote these words: 

“We have never contemplatcd that acceptance by the Müslim League and the 
Congress of our invitation would imply as a perliminary condition full approval by them 
of the terms set out in my letter. These terms arc our proposed basis for a settlement and 
what we have asked the Müslim League Working Committee to do is to agree to send 
its representatives to meet ourselves and representatives of the Congress in order to dis- 
cuss it.’ 


Indeed this is the only sensible attitude because the object of ali our discussions 
is to expIore every conceivable possibilily of reaching agreement. 

6. “Fundamental Rights” were inciuded by us in our suggestions for addition to 
the list of Union subjects it seemed to us that it would be of benefit both to the large com- 
munities and to the small minorities for them to be put in and accordıngiy to be worthy 
of consideration in our conference. As to finance. it will of course be quite öpen to discuss 
in the conference the precise sıgnifîcance of the inciusion of this word in ıts context. 

7. Your two following paragraphs arc mainly a recapitulation of your previous 
arguments and have been already dealt with above. 

From your last paragraph I understand that though you do not consider in the 
circumstances that any good purpose would be served by the attendance of the Müslim 
League Delegation at the conference fixed for this afternoon, you arc willing to coıne 
if we express a desire that you should do so.My colleagues and I wish to obtain the vievvs 
of both parties on the document submitted and iherefore, wüuld be glad to sec you at the 
Conference. 




Memorandum by the Presıdcnt of the Müslim League embodying minimum 
demands by way of an ofTer, in accordance with the Conference deeision, dated 
12th May, 1946. 


Prînciples to be agreed to as onr offer 

1. The six Muslim-Provinces (Punjab. N. W. F. P., Baluchistan, Sind, Bengal 
and Assam) shall be gıouped and will deal with ali other subjects and matters except Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and Communications necessary for Defence, which may be dealt with by the 
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constitution-making bodies of the two groups of provinces-Muslim provinces (hereinaTtcr 
named Pakistan Group) and Hindu proviııccs—sitting together. 

2. There shall be a separate constitution-making body Tor the six Müslim pro¬ 
vinces named above, which will frame constitutions for the group and the provinces in the 
group and wJll determine the list of subjects that shall be Provincial and Central (of the 
Pakistan Federation) with residuary sovereign powers vesting in the provinces. 

3. The method of election of the representatives to the constitution-making 
body uıll be such as would secure proper representation to the various communities in 
proportion to their population in each provınce of the Pakistan Group. 

4. After the constitutions of the Pakistan Federal Government and the provinces 
are fînally framed by the constitution-making body, it will be öpen to any province of 
the group to decide to opt out of its group, provided the wishes of the people of that pro¬ 
vince are ascertained by a referandum to opt out or not. 

5. Jt must be öpen to discussion in the joınt constitution-making body as to whe- 
ther the Union will have a Legislature or not The method of providing the Union with 
finance should also be left for decision of the joint meetıng of the two constitution-making 
bodies but in no event shall it be by means of taxation. 

6. There should be parity of representation between the two group of provinces 
in the Union Executıve and the Legislature, if any. 

7. No majör pomt in the Union constitution which affects the communal issue 
shall be deemed to be passed ın the joint constitution-making body, unless the majority 
of the members of the constitution-making body of the Hindu provinces and the majority 
of the members of the con.stıtution-making body of the Pakistan Group, pıesent and voting, 
are separately m its favour. 

8. No decision, legislaüve, executive or administrative, shall be taken by the 
Unioıi in regard to any matter of controversial nature, cxcept by a majority of three-fourths. 

9. In group and provincial constııutıon fundamental rights and safeguards con- 
cerning religıon, culture and other matters of the diiferent communities will be provided 
for. 


10. The constitution of the Union shall contain a provision whereby any province 
can, by a majority vote of its Legislative Assembly cali for reconsidermion of the terms of 
the Constitution, and vvıll have the liberty to secede from the Union at any tüne after an 
initial period of ten years. 

These are the principles of our ofTer for a peaceful and amicable settlement and 
thİB ofier stands in its entirety and ali matters mentioned herein are interdependent. 

* • • 
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NAWAB OF CHA1TARI 


20thJuly, 1941. 


Dear Mr. Jionah, 

As I have accepted a salaried appointment in an Indian State, I write this to 
tender my resignation from the membership of the Council of the All-India Müslim League. 
It is ncedless for me to say that your good wishes and blessings vvould always be a source 
of great strength to me, and I am sure that they would not be denicd. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
Ahmcd Said. 


* • 


* 


July 30, 1941. 


Dear Nawab Sahib, 

I received your letter datcd, July the 20th from Chaıtari in the afternoon of the 
24th of July, 1941. On eaamining the envelope I find that it was posted and registered at 
Delhi on the 22nd of July. 

I beg to Inform you that it was decided before the leceipt of your letter to take 
disciplinaıy action against you, as indıcated by my statement issued on the 2İst, as you 
vere a member of the Müslim League, for having joined the so-called National Defence 
Council. I regrrt, therefore, that apart from the technicality that your letter should have 
been addressed to the Secretary, I am unable to accept your resignation, pending the result 
of the disciplioary action that has to be taken against you. Hovvever, 1 am forwarding your 
letter to the Secretary of the AU-India Müslim League. 


Yours sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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LORD CHELMSFORD, VICEROY 


Mouııt Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

28th March, 1919. 

Your Exccllency, 

The passing of thc Rowlat Bili by the Government of Indıa, and the assent 
given to it by Your Excellency as Governor-General agaınst the wıll of the people, has 
severely shaken the trust reposed by them in Brıtish justıce.Further, it has clearly demons- 
trated the constitution of the Imperial Legislative Councıl, which is a legislature but in 
name—a machıne propelled by a foreign executıve. Neither the unanımous members nor 
the entırc public opinion and feehng outside has ırıet vvith the Icast rcspect. 

The Government of India and Your Excellency, however, havc ıhouglıt it fit to 
place on the Statute Book a nıeasure admıttedly obnoxious and decidedly cocrcivc at a time 
of peace, thereby substituting the executive for the judıcial. 

Besides, by passing thıs Dili, Your Excellency’s Government have actıvey ne- 
gatıved every argument they advanctd, but a year ago when they appealed to Indıa for 
help at the War Ccmference, and have ruthlessly trampled upon the pnnciples for whıch 
Great Britaın avowcdly fought thc war. 

The fundamental pnnciples of justıce have been uprooled, and thc constitutional 
rights of the pcoplc have been violated at a time when there is no real danger to the State 
by an overfretful and incompetcnt bureaucraty, which is neiıher responsıble to the people 
nor in touch with real public opinion, and ıheır .sole plea ıs that the powcrs when they 
are assumed wıll not be abuscd. 

I, thercfore, as a protest ngainst the passing of the Bili and the ınanner ın whıch 
ıt was passed, tender my resignaııou as a mcmber of ıhc Imperial Legislative Council, for 
I feel that undcr the prevailing condilıons I can be of no usc to my people in the Councıl, 
nor cnnsistently vvith onc’s self-respect co-operatioıı is possible wıth a Government that 
shovvs such utter disregard for the opinion of the representatıves of the people ııı the Councıl 
Chamber, and for the feelmgs and sentıments of the people outside. 

In my opinion, a Government ıhat passes or sanetions >uch a law m times of 
peace forfeits its claim to he called a civiliscd Government and 1 stili hope that the Secrelary 
of State for Indıa, Mr. Montague, wıll advise His Majesty to signıfy his disallovvancc to 
this Black Act. 

Yours truly, 


M. A. Jınnah. 



MR. I. I. CHUNDRIGAR 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

12th ApriJ, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Chundrigar, 

I shall feel obliged if you can ascertain whether Mr. Mohammed Habib of Habib 
Bank Limited, Bombay or Mr. Hasham Premji would serve on the “Planning Committee”. 
Please see them personally and let me know. In the event of their refusing suggest some 
other name but it must be an outstanding name of a practical businessman. Please let 
me know vvithout delay, if possible by wire. 


Yours sincerely, 
Jinnah. 


« * 


* 


Bombay, 

2nd May, 1944. 

Dear QuaJd-i-Azam, 

Your lettcr dated the 12th April 1944 wa5 reccived by me after the recent terrific 
explosion and huge fires caused by them on the 14th ultimo. I had, therefore, a litüe 
time at my disposal to attend to your letter. However, I approached Mr. Mohammed Ali 
Habib tvıce and though he appears half inclined to accept a seat on the Planning Com¬ 
mittee. he has not yel linally made up his mind. Mr. Mohammad Husain Hasham Premji 
is unwilling to accept a seat on the Committee. İt is difiicult to make another choice 
but if Mr. Mohammed Ali Habib ultimately declines, may I suggest to you any of the 
followjng persons. — 

]. Mr. A. A. Maskati. 

2. Mr. Habib İbrahim Rehmatullah 

Newly eleeted President of the Müslim Chambcr of Commerce, Bombay. 

3. Khan Bahadur Haji Hassanali P. İbrahim. 


Yours sincerely, 
1.1. Chundrigar. 
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Bombay, 

29th May. 1944. 


Dcar Ouaid-i-Azam, 

My further attempts to pursuade Mr. Mohammed Ali Habib to accept a seat on 
the Planning Committee have not borne fnııt. i then pressed Mr. Mohammed Husain 
Hasham Premji and be has agreed to serve on the Committee. The only snag is Lhat he is 
not a member of the Müslim League and is unwilling to be a member. If you are prepared 
to nominate a non-member, he will be a good choice.If not, I think Mr. Abdul Kader Sheikh 
of Surat will be an excellent choice. Though he is not actually ın business, he is a man of 
exceptional intelligence and wide experıence. Hovvever, if you desire to select a man actually 
in business, 1 think Khan fiahadur Hasanali P. İbrahim will be a good choice, He is an 
active I^ague worker and has thorough knowledge of business and is actually doing 
business in several items. 

When are you lıkely to return to Bombay, 

W/th best vvishes 


Yours sincercly, 
I. T. Chundrigar. 


« * 


Srinagar, 
nthJune, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Chundrigar, 

I thank you for your letter of May 29th. I have already cummunicated with 
Mr, Mohamed Hasham Prcjmi, whosc letter I rcceived a few days ago. 

Thanking you for the trouble. 


Yours sincercly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Bombay, 

26thJanuary, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

There is an urgent need of an Englısh Weekly in this Province to advocate the 
Müslim League point of view and to carry on Müslim League propaganda among the 
English knowing public. Various schemes were considered from time to time for starting 
an Englısh Weekly or Daily from Bombay. Of the several schemes placed before yon, yon 
were good enough to give your name as a founder to an English Weekly which may be 
looked after by a Committee consisting of Mr. I. I. Chundrigar, Mr. Abdul Kader Shaikh 
and Mr. Thariani. Some time later a suggestion was made to incinde Mr. Sadık also in 
this Committee and yon accepted that suggestion. We formed a Committee of these four 
persons to start an English Weekly from Bombay, Ali the four members agreed to join 
the Committee before yon left. After your departure, I tried to get in touch with them. 
After great dıfüculty, I could get Mr. Thariani and Mr. Sadik at my place and both of 
them ultimately expressed theır unvvillingness to go ahead with the scheme. My first re- 
action was that Mr. Thariani was probably unwilling to go ahead with Mr. Sadik on the 
Committee. When Mr. Sadik also dechned to rcmain on the Committee I got ın touch wıth 
Mr. Thariani ağam and requested him to continue, now that Mr. Sadik had alıeady dec- 
lıned to remain on the Committee. Even then, Mr. Thariani did not agree. It appears that 
he wantcd to start the paper as a business and dıd not like the clause empovvering you to 
take över the paper vvhenever you chose. The posıtion then was that only myself and 
Mr. Abdul Kader Shaikh were wıllıng to go ahead. It may be mentioned that Mr. Thariani 
had at an earlier stage agreed to ali the details of the cnterprise. He agreed to engage Mr. Mat- 
lub H Sayed as the Editör on Rs. 400/- per month. He agreed to get the paper priiited 
at the Rntish Tndia Press at the rate quoted by them vvıth sueh reduction as we could secure 
through some channels. He had agreed to take up an ofîice whıch was available. He sug- 
gcsted the name of a furniture merchant from whom he could purchase the requisite arlicics. 
The plans havıng proceedcd so far and Mr. Matlub having been already engaged and 
authorıty having been given to Mr. Matlub to engage the staff to assıst him, we find our- 
selves in a very serious predicament. AH the necessary staff ıs engaged by now. 

The Brıtısh lııdia Press is one of the largest Printıng presses in Bombay and it 
has been purehased h} the Mullajı Saheb and it appears that there are some partners 
in that concern. Mr. Yusuf Faizulla Bhai is one of them and is appoiııted the Managıng 
Dırector of ihc press. We havc decidcd to take up Mr. Faizullah Bhai as a third member 
of the Committee .subject to your approval. 

We have already started work and have incurred an cxpenditure of more than 
Rs. 2000/-. Mr. Matlub has been engaged as an Edıtoı and the other staff has been engaged 
and even the material for the first issue. 

I cnelose hercwıth another letter on the lincs suggested by you at Bombay and 
I hope to rcccivc from you a reply on the lines mentioned by you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

1. I. Chundrigar, 



E ndosnre 


Bombay, 

26th January, 1946. 


Sir, 


The Müslim League Organisation suflers a very great handicap Tor want of an 
Englısh medium through which it can carry ıls message both to the Englısh reading public 
and Government quarters. With a vievv to overcoı.'e this handicap we have decided to 
start an Englislı Weekly from Bombay. 

We were aware that you intend to start an English Daily from Bombay in near 
future and we also feel that the startıng of this Weekly will clear the ground for the startıng 
of an Englısh Daily. Wc have, therefore, decided to start ıt on the rollowing condıtions 
which were discussed wıth you by Mr. Chundrigar. 

(1) That wc the undersigned wıll contribute in equal shares whatever capıtal 
is ııecessary for starting this English Weekly which wıll be named the “Star”. 

(2) With a vievv to facılıtate vour plans for the starting of an Englısh Daily 
from Bombay and wıth a view that this Weekly “Star” may be convcnıently 
developed ınto an Englısh Daily in near future, ıt is agreed that you will 
be the sole proprietor of the “Star” and that ıt wıll be öpen to you at any 
time to take över this Weekly from us. 

(J) During the penod that we run the paper, we shall be responsıble for any 
luss that may be occasioned by the running of this paper and vve shall take 
vvhalcver profit ıs nıadc duıing that pcriod. 

(4) It is hovvevcr diştinctly agreed that should this Weekly prove a profitable 
venue, vve will not charge you any goodvvili, but vvıll accept from you the 
value of the assets on the date of your takmg ovcr at cost price. 

(5) That you vvıll please give your name as the founder of this paper. 

We have taken up an office for this nevvspaper at 16-18 Old Customs House 
Road, and have engaged the Editör and other necessary staff and have also made aırangc- 
ments for printing this nevvspaper at the Brıtısh India Press. We are novv merely avvaiting 
your benedıctıons to bring out ıhe tirsi ıssue and vve rcqucst you to send us your inspıring 
message for startıng this Weekly. 


Yours Sincerely, 

I. I. Chundrigar 
Abdul Kader Shaikh. 

* * * 
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2nd February, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Chundrjgar, 

I am reccıpt of your Ictter of the 26th January, and the offer made by Mr. Abdul 
Kader Shaikh and yourself, and the undertaking embodied therein which is enclosed with 
your letter. On these terms, I have no objcction to your using my name as a Founder of 
Englısh Weekly “Star”, which you propose to establish, but I shall not be responsıble 
in any other way for the management, control and administration of this venture. 

I am also enclosing a mcssage for “Star” on a seperate sheet. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jınnah. 

* * * 

THE RT. HON’BLE WINSTON S. CHURCHILL 

10 Aurangzeb Road, 

New Delhi. 

I5th August, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Churchili, 

I thank you for your cablegram, acknowledging my letter, and your reply of 
3rd August, 1946. 

I am rather surprised to read paragraph 3 of your letter. It shows that evcn you 
have not got a full grasp of the situation in India and ıt seems that your Press is not very 
helpful in that direction vvhile the Congre.ss propaganda of misrepresentation is so tvidely 
spread and their Press so povverfully organised by the capıtalist patrons of the Congress. 

What do you exF>ect the Mussalmans to do? You admit the tendeneies in England 
to suppon the Congress arc very strong in the Goveı ııment party. ^e have had a bitter 
taste of it perhaps the bıttcrest. The Müslim League was progressively betrayed by tlve 
Cabınet Delegation and the Vıceroy and was bemg gradually steamrolled, Whçn the .Scc- 
retary of State for Fndia and his colicagues and the Viceroy finally disclosed iheir hands, 
undoubtedly, there could he only one result and that is a general revolt agamst the Bntısh. 
For else, who is responsible to force down and thrust upon 100 mıllion Muslims of India 
terms which the Congress alone wıll be pleascd to accept? Even the final proposals of the 
Cabınet Mission both wıth regard to the long-term and short-term wıth vvbıch I vvas far 
from satısfied, were rejceted by the Ctntgress and the Müslim League alone accepted them; 
and now the Viceroy is making efforts to propitiate the Congress. 

The situation is very serious and dangerous; and ıt is very diflicult for me to makc 
you understand the detaıls. but since you have eKpresscd a desire to hear from me I am 
enclosing herewıth copıes of my recent statements to the Press. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

* * + 
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Text of tclegram received by Qaoid-c-Azaııı on Angnst 31, 1946. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah 10 Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi I have received your impor- 
tant letter and I and my conscrvative colleagues wilL give it careful attention. 

Winston Churchill. 


• * • 

RT. HON’BLE DAVID LLOYD GEORGE, 
Prime Minister of Great Britain and Ireland. 


August 27, 1919. 


Sir, 


We the undersigned Members of thc All-India Müslim League Deputation, bcg 
to place beforc you the followıng representatıon on behalf of the Musalmans of İndıa. 

Many mernorials and represcntations from vanous bodies have already bccu 
sent to you. wc will not therefore so far as possıble, repeat the same grounds but coniine 
ourselves to the feclings and sentımenîs of Musiınıs in indıa, regardıng the future of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

For generations past the Muslims of indıa gcnerally have recognized the Khilafat 
of the House of Osman and Conslanimople as Darul-Islam and Khilafat (the seat of İslam 
and the Khalifa). For many ceiıtuues the Sultan of Turkey has been recognısed as the 
Servant of the Holy Places of İslam and their custodian by alt the Muslims of the world, 
inciııding the Shareef of Mecca. VVhenever Turkey has been in trouble a reaction of ıt has 
been fcit m indıa, and the Muslims have done ali to help the Sultan of Turkey as the head 
of İslam to maintain his ıpıritual and temporal honour and position. More than önce the 
Government of İndia itself encouraged thc Muslims ın that sympathy. The greater the 
üanger for Turkey the more concerned Muslims have .'elt. So much sc that in modern 
tiınes dunng the Halkan \Vars, Muslims of İndia orgamsed a Red Crescent fund for 
Turkey .ıt a very great cost. 

The rclatıons bctwcen the Muslims of indıa and the Sultan of Turkey have always 
been a recognısed and estahlıshed fact. As lalı- as 27ı)ı January 1909 when a deputation 
cf the Lonodn Müslim League waıtcd upon Lord Morely, the Ihcn Secretary of State for 
india, his reply contained these words “I know very well that any injustice any suspicıon that 
we were capablc of being unjust to Mohammadans in İndıa wouId certaınly have a very 
severe and injurious reaction m Constantınopie". 

Not only during the war but even after the armistice His Eacellency The Viceroy, 
on behalf of the Secretary of State for İndia assured the Muslamans of india in reply to 
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thc resolutions passed by the All-India Müslim League in December last in these words. 
“As regards Ihe Khılafat, His Majesty's Government adhere as they have throughout ad- 
hered to their publıc pronouncement that the questıon of thc Khilafat is one that solely 
affects Muslıms themselves without interference.” 

The anxıcly of the Muslamans of India was mainly due to the positions of their 
Khalifa. They were conforted by the promises of the Secretary of State for India by whıch 
they understood that the status of their Khalifa would be left unhurt and he would contınue 
to remain the servant and custodian of thc Holy Places of İslam as well as that his seat as 
Constantinople would not be dısturbcd. 

On 5th January, 1918 you, Sır, spoke “not merely thc mind of the Government, 
but of the nations and of the Empıre as a vvhole” that “Nor are we fighting.... to deprıve 
Turkey of ıts Capital, or of the rich and renowned lands of Asıa Minör and Thrace, whıch 
are predominantly Turkish in race.. . We do not challengc the maintenance of thc Turkish 
Empire ın the homelands of the Turkish race wılh its Capital at Constantinople”. 

Now that victory has been achieved to which the Muslıms blood and money 
havc contributed not a lıttie the Muslıms have a right to daim that nothıng vvili be done 
to whıttle down or alter the pledgc you gavc to the vvorld generally and Muslıms ın parti- 
cular in the above words. 

İn Ihıs connection we takc thc Iıberty to remind you that when the \var broke 
out the message sent by the King to the princes and pcoplc of India contaıned thc foIlowing 
words. “Had I stood aside whcn m dehance of pledges to whıch my Kıngdom tvas a party 

the soıl of Belgian was vıolated and her cıties laid desolate_I should have sacnfied 

my bonour.. ..paranıount regard for trcuty, faıth and the pledged vvord of rulers and 
peoples is the common hentage of England and India.” 

Indıans have a nght to daim that “Paramount regard” shall rıow be paıd to the 
“pledged vvords” to which India wa5 a “party”. 

Wc beg to submıt that the occupation of Symarna by the Greek is a direcı encroach- 
ment upon these pledged words and ıt has caused great anxiety and resentment amongst 
the Muslims because ol that, and also because of the massacres of their co-rchgionists 
committed by the üreeks there before the very eyes of the Bntısh men-of-war. 

As regards the non-Turkish portions of the Ottoman Empıre, we understand that 
the Müslim population preponderates in ali of them inciuding Armenia and most of them 
contam the sacred places and shrınes of Muslıms. The vvorld of İslam is agreed that they 
should remain in Muslini possession as before Ihe war, vvhich would be quıte ın accord 
with the reiterated avoqal of the Eıitente Powers when they sought the help and coopera- 
tion of Müslim nations that their war aims were entırely free from territorial ambıtions 
and relıgious aspırations and that the Müslim Holy Lands will be “ımmune from attack 
and molestation”. The views of Müslim relıgious leaders and their Fatwas expressing the 
necessity under thc constitution of İslam of k^ping the whole of the Jazirat-ul-Arab free 
from every non-Muslım control or interference. either direct or indirect, have already been 
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submitted to the Viceroy of India and we beg to draw, Sir, your earnest attention to them. 
What has happened lately in the Hedhaz as regards the Wahabbi activitıes has convınced 
the Muslims stili further that the Sultan of Turkey alone is the sovereign fit to be the De- 
fender of the Faith and the Custodian of the Holy Places. 

Wıth great respect but with sincere earnestness we beg to poınt out, Sir, Ihat the re- 
ply given by the Councıl of Ten at Paris to the Ottoman Memorandum has caused a great 
dısappumtment to the Muslims. Instead of answering the Ottoman delegates and the 
Müslim world, that the “pleged vvords” of the firıtish Prime Minıster and the Presıdent 
of the United States of America shall be scrupulously honoured and the vıevvs of the Mus¬ 
lims of the world particularly of the sevcnty two mıllions of India shall be fully respected 
and due regard shall be paid to the demands of the constitution of İslam, ıt seems that the 
only Müslim Empire in Europe will be relegated to a very low and insıgnificant posıtion 
among the religıons and ruling nations of the world. The disappointment is felt greater 
bccause the Muslims of India are fully convinced that Great Brıtaın was not only the chıef 
factOT in securing the victory agaınsl Turkey, but has also otherwise a paramount influence 
in scttling the questıon of the Ottoman Empırc. We nced not add that ıf Great Britaın be- 
comes a party ın rcducing H.I.M. The Sultan of Turkey and the Khalifa of the Müslim 
■world to the status of a petty sovereign the reactıon ın India ■ıvıll bc colossal and abiding 

VVe conciude by submitting that statesmanship can find means of securing per- 
manently the life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development 
of the subject nationalıties of the Ottoman Empire wıthout takıng recourse to ıts dis- 
raembcrment without giving the military victory a relıgious characler of makıng it a sıgn 
of the triumph of one religion över the other and without inflıctıng humillation and dis- 
honour on İslam. 

We have the honour to be 
Sır. 

Your most obcdient servants. 

M. A. Jınnah, 
Haşan imam, 
E. M. Bhıırgari, 
Yaqub Haşan. 

* ♦ * 

SIR f AZLE HUSAİN 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay 
1 İth May, 1934. 

Üear Fazle Husain, 

Many thanks for your lelter of the 25th April. Yes, I am very much betler now, 
and hope that 1 shall be able to sail on the 24th May. I am glad that you appıove of the 
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resolution passed by the Ali India Moslem League. It is a great comfort to me that I have 
the approval of a man whose judgment I vaiue. I also, whcn I was in Delhi, was anxious 
to see you, but on account of my indifferent health at the moment and the pressure of work 
during the few days that I was there I was unable to do so. I am glad that you are much 
better and trust you wıll be soon quite well. 

Thanking you again for your good-vvishes fnr my speedy recovery. 

I remain, 
yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


* * 


* 


15th May, 1934. 

My dear Jinnah, 

1 was very pleased to get yours of the 1 İtb May, saytng that you have recovered 
from your indisposıtion and that you hope to be strong enough to sail on the 24th. I wish 
you a complele recovery and the bcst of health. İndıa and, ın partıcular, Müslim India 
cannot afford to lose you. Men of clear Vision, tndependent judgment and strength of 
character are very rew, and when one sees elTorls made in non-Muslim Indian quarters 
not 10 help genuinely Müslim İndıa wıth a view to secııre theır co-operation but simply to 
pıcrsuade the Müslim community to entrust ıts future to them, the need for a strcng man 
of ındependent judgment, ıntegrity and strength of character becnmes apparent and over- 
ıvhelmıngly great. 

Indian leaders have, 1 much regret to say, made a mess of polıtical work ın India, 
and during the lası t .vo years or so, Eglish publıc life has undergone a great change. From 
thıs distance, owıng to lack of touch and lack of kuovvledgc, I can hardly form an opinion 
but you have been there undoubtedly know that Indıa’s case stands a very poor chance 
in the publıc life cf England today. This ıs no doubt most regıettable, but then what is 
the altematıve? Between the Devıl and the Deep Sea, the Müslim community must kecp 
its head. At such erises it is only men of very outstandıng abılity like yours who can guide 
the community, and that is why I was very pleased ındeed when 1 found you had given your 
consent to reorganıse the league under your leadeıshıp. 

With best wishes, I remain, 

Yours sincerely. 


Fazle Husain 



MR. A. K. FAZLUL HUQUE 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


8th Deceıtıber, 1940. 


You must have read in the papers my statements on ihe necessity of a final at- 
tempt to solve Ihe communal problem of India. I do not wish to do anythıng without your 
consent and I am, therefoıe, wrıtıng these few lines to request you to cali a meetıng of 
the Working Committee or of thc Council of the All-India Müslim League as early as 
possible. In ali my statements, I have said nothıng beyond the factthat the League might cali 
the conference. Some day or the other, these communal dıfferences wıll be made up, but 
I do not see any reason vvhy the Müslim League should not talce the wind out of the sails 
of other organisatıons and secure to itself the Oredit of having done the greatest possible 
service to India and her people. Let us discuss, and if we fail, the blame wıll not be ours. 
As regards the subjects to he discussed, I wiU send you my note later on. 

Yours sincereJy, 

Fazlul Huque. 


* » 


« 


llth December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Fazlul Huque, 

Apart from the wisdora of ibis move on your part, 1 regret to say that you should 
have adopted this course without rcference to me. From your statement, it follows that 
you are forcıng the Müslim League that they should take thc ınitiative, because ın your 
second statement you are dcfinitely appealıng to the members of the Council of the All- 
India Mu-slım League tu support you, and State that they should cali upon me to sum- 
mon an emergency meeting of thc Counici orthc Working Committee of the League. This, 
vvhalever may have been your ıntentions, cicarly conveys that 1 am not vvilling to come to 
a seltlement for tlııs unfortunale deadlock, lor whıch thc Congress alone ıs responsible. 

I know you are very busy as thc headof the Bengal. Government. Perhaps, you 
have not Tbllovved vrhat has taken place at thc various stages of negotiations, upto the pre¬ 
seni moment. I would, therefore, requcst you to rrad carefully at least the resolutıons 
of the Workıng Committee, and the Council of the All-India Müslim League, and my 
recent speeclı ın the Central Assembly in conneetion with the supplementary Fınance Bili. 
This speech of mine is fully reported ın many newspapers. 

You have already in thc public press declared your opinion as if the Müslim 
League vvas to be guided by somebody to come to a settlement and decıded that we should 
consıder the proposals which you are going to formulate for the purpose. I am glad that 
you are going to send mc those proposals and I am aıvaıtıng them before 1 can eapress 
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any further opinion on the matter with regard to ca]lıng the meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee or the Council. As suggested to you apart from the tvısdom of your having issued 
these statements, and having appealed to the members of the Council in the Press, I Ihink 
your move ıvill convey the ımpressıon in the political quarters in India and in England 
that the Mussalmans are divided, as it has already been so interpreted in many quarters. 

Yours sıııcerciy, 
M. A. Jınnah. 

« * * 


14lh December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am very sorry that owing to prevailing facts and circumstances my move has 
already been misunderstood. 1 made it clear in ıny statements that 1 dıd not wish to dıctate 
to you anythıng, but only to espress the desirc that there should be an elfort for peace. 
In doing so, I never meant to insinuate that any one was to blame, although I did {lerfectly 
know where the olTcnce really lies. But, it wou)d not be pnlitic for me to say anythıng 
indicating that I am already a party-man. At the same time, I feel so strongly that there 
should be one morc peace cfTort and for that rcason I could not rcsist the temptation of 
nıakıng a suggestion I never ınean that I should takethe lead or I should dıctate but I was 
really askıng you to take the lead and as the head of the premıer political organısation 
of India, to cali everybody else to meet you ın order that they may be able to put theır case 
bcfore you and you may be in a position to dıscuss problcms with them across the table 
and comc to a decision. My object really vvas to put you in the position of the dictatot of 
India. I am sorry ıf I have been misunderstood by you and my othcr frıends. If you stili 
think thnt my move has in any way been unvvıse, you can teli me accordingly. It ıs far from 
my intention to bring about a disruption m the Müslim League. I hopc you wiil write to 
me both frcely and fıankly so that I may be able to repair any wrong İha) I may have un- 
vvittıngly inflicted on the reputatıon of the League. 

My only deurc has been for peace, bccause I feel that unless there is unity among 
ali communıtıes on the principle of give and take, there will be no coııstıtutıonal advance 
and no pruspect of a belter India than we know at the present moment. 

The present Government of India Act is absolutely rubbish. Il gives us responsibilıty 
but no poıver. IT gives aJl the power to the Governor and the Governor-General-ın-Council 
but alı the responsıbılities to the Ministers. 

You can therefore, easıly understand how much we feel our position under the 
preseni constıtutıon and how much we are ionging for a better state of things. I feci that 
the only obstacle in the way is the present ımpasse. I, therefore, think that this should 
be removod anyhnw, but not by any suırender of our principles or of the position that vve 
now hold. That will be for you to decide, but do please try to bring about a soluüon whıch 
wiU enable India to march forward. If you think that it is the Pakistan seheme and nothıng 
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else why not send for these people and explain to thenı what >ou ınean? People are not able 
to appreciate or understand the thmg fuliy. This wıll be removed if you have free talks 
with the leaders. It ıs not for me to suggcst ways and nıeans but I have indicated to you 
my heart’s desire, and I hope you will appreciate it. 


Yours sincerely, 
Fazlul Huque 


* « 


* 


4th January, 1941. 

Dcar Mr. Fa/lul fluque, 

I rcally do not know what I can say with regard to this matter. I think you have 
seen what the Press has been vvritıng about this move. You have recently issued a state- 
ment from Poona saying that you are misunderstoüd. Well, I cannot blame the people 
because I said from the very beginning that it was a very unwise move. I am quıte sure that 
you did not intend to brıng about a disruption in Müslim League. I quite appreciate your 
desire for peace and settlement and nobody desires them more than I do. But, the ques- 
tion is how they should be brought about. When the other party has declared a war and is 
holding a pistol at your head, what do you propose that I should do? What do you think is 
the aim and the object of the Congress in launching civil disobedience? Is ıt not obvious 
that they want to bend the Bntish Government to surrender or yield to their demands? 
At whose cost? Över our head and af our eost 

An old and experienced polıtician Iike you and a veteran fighter that you are, 
what lio you expect me to do in tbese ciıcumstances? 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


7th January, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

1 have reccived your letter, I qui*'e understand your view-point, but certainly 
somethıng wıll have to be done, Howevcr. . am doing nothing at the present moment and 
I am allowjng things to simmer. As a matter of fa:t, I anı watchıng developments. If there 
is anything particular, I shall let you know. 

Yours sincerely. 


Fazlul Huque. 



Telegram fronı Mr. JJnnah to Mr. Fazlul Huque, dated 21st January 1941. 

My attentjon drawn to a summary prcss rcport of our conespondence regarding 
your ınovc Hindu-Muslim settlement. Report incorrectly represented. Its sourcc am in- 
fonned Calcutta. Propose release complete correspondence. 

* * * 

Telegram from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah dated 22nd January, 1941. 

Surpriüed your telegram. I know absolutely nothing. AVilI you kindly await my 
letter, just writing? 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


ı|> ılt * 

23rd January, 1941. 


I have already sent you a wire ycsterday about incorrect reports inthe Press 
regarding our HindU'Muslim unity move. As 1 have alıeady wired to you, I know nothing 
about these mis-statemcnta in the Press nor have I yet seen them. You say that ıhey em- 
anatcd from Calcutta. I made enquires but I cannot lay my hand on any one who may be 
guilty. I can have no objecüon to your publishing the whole correspondence, but 1 would 
ask yon to consider if that will not woısen matters. İt would be much better if you made 
a fresh statement pointing out the inaccuracies and stating what the leal facts are. I feel 
more and more convinced that this unity move is bound to be a hasco as Commımıties 
do not show the slightest inclination to be fnendly. In these circumstances, no useful 
purpose wjll be served by our publication of the correspondence that passed between us 
at a time when 1 was full of hope. I am stili aıuious to work Tor a compromıse vvhen the 
parties are unaccommodatlng each other. Hope you will consider my point of view before 
you decidc anything. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazlul Huque. 


* 


* * 


New Delhi. 

November 13, 1942. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You have known me fur över 30 years and you can easily realise I have becn 
longing to mcet you and to assure you my attaehment to you and the Müslim League. 

It is an irony of fate that this rift should have taken plaoe between you and me after 
dose cooperation for the long span of över quarter of a century. Hovvever, 1 request you 
to allow the dead-pust bury its dead and throw a veil över ali that has happened during the 


78 



past rew months, and remove the ban on me and luy supporters and facilıtate our entry in 
tbe League fold. I can assure you that I will abide by the discipline of the party and the 
instructions of the President of the Müslim League. 

As for the Progressive Müslim League, up to now it exists on paper only and it 
ceases to exist automatically with my entry and the entry of my supporters into the 
League. 


I need hardly emphasise the fact that in the interests of İslam and the Müslim 
solidarity I am prepared to make any sacrifices and to subordinate my personal interests 
and inclinations to the supreme demand of Müslim Nation. I am extremely anxious that 
the breach in the Müslim coramunity should be made up, and efforts should be made that 
no Müslim may remain outside the folds of the League. 

l understand you will be leaving Delhi tonight, but I would appreciate it very 
much if you would give me a few minutes time to talk to you personally and to explain 
everything frankiy. 

Undcr Providence I leave the interest of Bengal Muslims in your hands. 

Yours sincereiy, 

A. K. Faziul Haquc. 


* * 


♦ 


February, 5, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am determined to solve the Bengal tangle and to put an end to the meaningless 
stnfe which is having the most undesirable consequences on the prospects of the Müslim 
community in Bengal. 

Through the merey of Providence 1 have an assured posıtion in the Bengal Legis- 
lative Asscmbly, and can carry on for an indelinite period tıll the end of the war and 
cne year after. 

But I am going to sacrifıcc ali, that I now possess, for the sake of my country 
and of the solidarity of my community. 

The step that I am taking will also show that 1 have not been able to blame for the 
unfortunate events that have taken place in Bengal during the last İS months and that 
I have been more sinned against than sinning. I do not, however, wjsh to rake up the un- 
plcasant past, but to concentrate on the future. 


79 



I gathered fronı the last vvords you told me in the course of my last interview 
tvith you, that in case I liquidate the Progressive Party and resign from my ofiîce as Premier 
you would lift the ban vvhich has been put cn me. 

I have thought carefully över the situation and vvith a view to facılitate my Corn¬ 
ing back to the League, 1 am ready to tender my resignation which will mean the auto- 
matic dissolutıon of the Progressive Coalition Party. 

May I now get a lıne from you to teli me that I have understood you alriglıt, 
and that the ban put on me wil! be lifted as soon as I tender resignation of my ofiice as 
Premier? If so, I will take my step I have indicated, and I hope you will render the barest 
possible justice by taking me back to the League as soon as your conditions are satislîed. 

If I come back to the League, it wili be a matter of party politics in Bengal for 
Müslim members and Müslim leaders to determıne as to who should be the chief and what 
should bc the coraposıtion of the Bengal Cabinct? 

So long as we do not contravene the rules and principles you have laid down, 
l hope, you wıll not impose your decision on the steps we may take in Bengal for securing 
the best possible administration in country. 

With deep regards, 

I nm, 
Sıncerely yours, 

A. K. Fazlul Huque. 


* 


* * 


February 10, 1943. 

Uear Mr. Huquc, 

I am in receipt of your Jetter of February 5. In the course of the intervjew that 
you had with me m consequence of your letter of Novembcr 13, 1942, 1 maıntaıncd that 
our decision was entirci) due to your vvrong conduct and action that you took and that 
you have already done a very great harm to the Muslini cause, of which you are bclter 
aware than anybody else. 

I re-assured you that I have no personal feeling in the matter nor was 1. or am 
influenced by any outside agency or any partıcular ındividual. 

I took the decision of expelling you from the Müslim League because your conduct 
and action was a gross breach of discipline and fundamental principles and policy of the 
All-India Müslim League organisation. Therefore, you eapressed regret and assured me that 
you were repentant and also expressed your wıllingnes.s to abide by whatever prt^sal 
1 tvould considcr fair. 
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You toid me that ali that you wanted was that the ban should be lifted and that 
)u were ready and willing to remain as ordinary member of the League and serve the 
'ganisation in any capacıty that the League may assign to you. 

İn your letter of November 13, 1942, also, before 1 gave you an interview you 
ated, “I can assure you that I wiU abide by the dıscipline of the party and the ınstruc- 
ons of the President of the Müslim League.” 

Thereupon, I made the follovving suggestions to you subject to the final sanction of 
ıc Working Committee of the All-India Müslim League. 

(1) “That you should express your regret for what you have done. If you have 
DW come to the conciusion that you should be re-admıtted as a member, ıt ıs due to the 
rganısation from you, whose membership you value so much, that you should show 
;pentance on your part. Otherwıse if members were expellcd and allowed to be readmıtled, 
i ıf nothing had happened, it vvould not only be ınconsislent wıth self-respect of the or- 
tnisation, but vvould be destruetive of tlıe elementary principies of discip/ine. 

“The first point, therefore that I suggested in my Jast intervicvv vvıfh you, ıvas 
at you should cxpress your regret for vvhat you have done." 

(2) "That you should lıquıdat>'. the Progressive Coaütion Party or completely 
Issociate yourself from it and lesign from your ofîice as Premieı. After that, 1 told you, 
was prepared to see that the ban shoLİd bc liftcd and that you and other Mııslims, vvho 
ere cxpelled, should be eligıblc foı ıciimberslııp of the Müslim League and also to Müslim 
eagııe Party m the Bengal Assembiy. Thcreartcr, the Muslini League party in the Bengal 
ssembly vvıll take such Jecısions as ınay be necesary from fime to time vvith regard to 
atters arisıng in conneetion with and rclaling to the Lcgıslalure and the admmistration 
'the Government of Bengal in consonanet wıth the fundamental principies and the polıcy 
' the All-Indıa Müslim League, subject, of coıırse, to one ovcr-ridıng provısıon whıch 
embodied in the Resolution No. 2 of the Wurking Committee Jated October 22, 1939, 
ıd conlirmed by Resolution No. I of the Council of the All india Müslim League dated 
ıbruary 25, 1940, vvhich runs as follovvs'-- 

“The VVorking Committee hereby cınpovver the President to advıse, guıde and 
aıe mstructıons to Müslim League partıcs ın ıhc various Provıncial Legislatures in the 
ent of some sudden emergeney ansing. 

“The Müslim League parties shall give effect (o or carry out such insıructiuns 
may bc given by the President,” 

At this intervievv of the 13th November, 1942, you agreed to carry out these 
ndilions vvithin a fortnight. But 1 heard nothing further from you tıll now. 
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Before I close I must say that I cannot appreciate the tone, the language and senti- 
ınentB expressed by you in the first paragraph of your letter, because although you conciude 
it by saying “I do not however, wish to rake up the unpleasant past, but to concentrate 
on the future”, you have alrcady indulged to a considerablc extent in raking up the past. 

1 must also repudiate and cannot agree with you what you say in this paragraph, 
as it is contrary to real facts. I am oblıged to say this because if you really wanted to bury 
the unpleasant past and intended to concentrate on the future you should not have started 
with such a preamble as is contained in this paragraph of your letter. 

Nor do I understand the last paragraph of your letter, specially when you say, 
“I hope you wıll not impose your decision on the steps that we take in Bengal for securing 
the best possıble administration for ali communities in the country.” Perhaps it is a 
jnistake and I suppose you mean Bengal. 

Nor do I understand what is the meaning of your suggestion that I should not 
impose my decision on the steps that you may take in Bengal. 

However, it seems to me that the last paragraph of your letter need not be discussed 
further, in vievv of what I have already explained and stated above, namely the conditions 
to be complied with, in order to facilitate your being re-admitted to the Mushm League 
organization. 

1 shall move in the matter as soon as the above condtions are satisfied by you. 

Wıth kind regards. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* « « 

jinnah-GANDHI CORRESPONDENCE 

(On July 4, 1918, Mr. Gandhi addressed the foIlowing letter to Mr. Jinnah, who 
wBs at that time President of the Home Rule League. Bombay Branch.) 

I do vvısh you vvould make an emphatic declaration regarding recruitment. Can 
you not sec that if every Home Rule Leaguer became a potent recruiting ageney vhdst 
at the same time hghtıng for constıtutionuJ rights we should ensure the passing of the Cong- 
ress—League seheme, wîth only such modifications, if any, that we may agıee to? We would 
then speak far more eA'ectively than do today. ‘Seek ye first the recruiting offlce and every- 
ıhiııg will be added unto you.’ We must give the lead to the people and not think how the 
people will take what we say. What I ask for is an emphatic declaration, not a halting one. 
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Mr. Jinnah's reply is not traceable. It may be rccalled that about the same time 
Wat Conference was held in Delhi whereas Mr. Jiıınah had moved a resolution on consti- 
tutional reform for India. The resolution was, however, ruled out of order by the Chair- 
man which caused great resentment among those present. Mr. Jınnah in his speech ex- 
plained Ihat war measures were in no way prejudiced by taking up of question of Coıısti- 
tutional reforms. Thereafter Bombay Provıncial Conference was held on lOth June, 1918. 
Addressing the Conference, the Governor, (Lord Willingdon) had said: 

Eager and anxious as I am to feel assured of an entirely United force to assıst 
me m this campaign, there are a certain number of gentlemen, some of whom have consi- 
d^rable influence with the public, many of them members of the polıtical crganisation 
called the Home Rule Leaguc vvhose activities have been such of late years, that I cannot 
honestly feel sure of the sincerity of theır support, until I have come to a clear understan- 
dıng with them and have frankIy exprcssed to them ali that is in my mind. 

Mr. Jinnah in reply poınted out that the public rcsponse to the message of King- 
Hmperor, namely, theır assurance of the determinatıon of the Presidency to contınue to do 
her duty to her utmost capacıty in the great crisis through which the Empıre was passing, 
had the support of the entire educated comntunity of India. There were also no two opinions 
at this crisis that India should go forward-nay, it was imperative that India should develop 
her ınan-power, and utilise her resources to the fulicst possible extcnt. But before he would 
proceed further, he raust say that he was pained, very much pamed, ıhat His Excellency 
should have thought fit to cast doubts on the sincerity and the loyalty of the Home Party. 
He was very sorry, but with the utmost rcspect he must enter his emphatıc protest agaınst 
that. They were anixious as any one else to help the defence of the ınotherland and the 
Empire. He did not wish to take up the time of that august body at that late hour. The 
dıffcrence vvas only regarding the methods, for, Government’s methods the Home Rule 
Party dıd not want, he was only makıng suggestions for the ımprovement of the seheme. 
The Government had their owıı seheme, namely, for the recruıtment of sepoys, but that was 
not enough to save them from the German menacc, which vvas right at their door on 
the frontiers. They wanted a national army or. ın other words, a ciLizen army and nota 
purely mercenary army. 

Continumg the speech, Jinnah pointed out that His Hıghııcss the Maharaja 
of Jamnagar had said that “we should not bargain, that we should not be moved by a 
huckstering spirit; we should wait for what want today tili tomorrovv and if wc do 
what we are required to do vve shall sureiy get our desire.’’ Mr. Manmohaııdas Ramji, 
on the other hand had said: “We should do all vve can now and vve shall get the benefit 
and what vve want aftervvards.” 

Mr. Jinnah; Now is this not bargainıng? Mr. Manmohandas is a strici business 
man; our young men are not and our lecruiting field is our young men. They prefer to be 
madc to feel that they are the citizens of the Empire and that vvould rouse them to come 
forwaTd and make sacrifices. 1 don't agree that vve should do all vve can on the understan- 
ding that vve are going to be rewarded for it aftervvards, ncıther do I say that vve should 
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bargain and make conditions before we help the Empire, but I say that if you vvJsh to enable 
us to help you, to facilıtate and stimulate the recruıting, you must make the educated people 
feel that they are the citizens of the Empire and the Kıng's equal subjects. But the Govern¬ 
ment do not do so. You say that we shall be trusted arıd made real partners in the Empire. 
When7 We don’t want words. We don’t want the consıderation of the matter indeflnitely 
put off. We want action and jmmediale deeds. I \vill only give one ınstance of Ihe dilatori- 
ness. At the Delhi War Conference, we passed a resolution recommendmg that a sub- 
stantıal nunıber of King’s Commissions should be granted to the people of India and 
that the traıning colleges should be thrown öpen. It is nearly two months now. And what 
has been done? I have heard nothıng yet. Wc would not succecd m preparing the real defence 
of India, much less help the Empire, unless india is made partner of the Empire and trusted. 

The Chairman said that the speaker had better go to the Government at Delhi 
or Sımla and say those things therc, for he had no powcr över that matter. 

Mr. Jınnah; But Your Excellency said that the Bombay Governmenı had been 
direeted by the Government of India to carry out ıhe proposals embodied in the memoran¬ 
dum annexed tn the resolution now under dıscusion. If the Government vvanted us to co- 
operate with ihem and carry out their wishes in this province then let them trust us. I 
cannot agrec wıth the ınethods laid down in the resolution, and I do not approve of that 
paıt of the resolution whıch deals svitlt the appoıntment of boards. 

The Chairman said Jinnah could not question the ruling of the chair. 

Mr. Jinnah; I will say that I cannot support ıhe whole of the resolution, but 
only a part of it. I do not approve of the persoiınel of the Board. 1 do not agree wıth ıt 
because I have not been gıven an opportnıty to exercise my judgment. I want to move 
an amendmenı But it has been ruled by Your Excellency that no amendnıents tvjll be 
aUowed. This ıs a procedure vvhich ıs unheard of, not known to any constitution but since 
the ruling ıs gıven, 1 must bow to it. 

In October, 1920, Mrs. Annie Besant resıgned the Presidentship of the All-India 
Home Rulc Lcague. Mı. Gandhi was eleeted ıts new Presıdent. He proposed to change its 
creed and rename it as Sı^araj Sabha. 

A general meetıng of the members of the All-Indja Home Rule League was held 
on the 3rd of October, 1920, ın Bombay when Gaudhı presided. After the notice convening 
the meeting wbs read, the consideration of the draft of the amended constitution of the 
League was lakcn up. The tirsi article regarding the change of name was agreed to 
vvithout discussion. But regarding Article 2, covering the objects of the Sabha, thera 
was a heated discussion lasting över two hours. The article as drafted by the Sub-Commıttee 
of the Centı al Councıl of the League ran thus: 

(i) To secure complete SwaraJ for India according to the wishes of the Indian 
people. 
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(il) To carry on a continuous propaganda with a view to organising the people 
for peaceful and effective action to achieve such Swaraj, and to take such 
action whenever necessary. 


(İÜ) The interpretation of the word “Stvaraj" as used herein shall not be extended 
beyond Article 1 of the Congress Constitution. 


There were five amendments, two of which were tabled by Jinnah, and when the 
disucssion came up before the meeting he moved his first one that Article 2 should read: 
"Te secure Swaraj for India in conformity with Article 1 of the Constitution of the Indıan 
National Congress' and clauses 2 and 3 should be omitted. In a someıvhat lengthy speech 
he explained the rcasons that had led him to press the amendment and said that the constr 
tution of the Home Rule League laid down three things; hrst, that they wcre to secure self- 
government within the British Commonwealth and were to be recognised as free and equal 
nidmbers of the Comn]onwealth; second, this goal was to be attained by constitutional 
methods; and third, that the Brıtısh conııection was to be nıaintained and strengthened. 
Any change in their constitution, therefore, which went against these two propositions, 
namely, the attainment of complete self-government within the British CommonıveaUh 
and the adoption of constitutional methods was a position whjch could not be taken up, 
especially as they were affiliated to the Indıan National Congress. Therefore, they could 
only lay down as their object, the securing of Swaraj m conformity with Article 1 of the 
Congress Constitution. The propused change meant the dcelaration of complete 
independence and severance from rhe British Commonwealth and it did not lay 
down the form of Government but left it to the wishes of the people of India. The 
methods laıd dovm in the proposed change would be jıeaceful but not necessarily 
constitutional and law-abiding. Motı Lal Nehru spoke against the amendment and 
after a considerable discussion, ıt was lost whcn put to vote. 


Jinnah then moved his s(>cond amendment to the eRect that Swaraj shall mean 
responsıble govemment. This one too, on being put to the vote, was lost. After this he 
pointed out that the constitution of the Home Rule League could not be changed except by 
the Council and that whcn three-fourths of the members voted for ıt. The chair, howevcr, 
ruled that this meeting was competent enough to carry the changes wııh a bare majority, 
and, in reply to Jamnadas Dtvarkadas, the CbaıTman announced that "it was öpen to any 
member, be he life nıember or otherwise, to resign his membership if he thought he 
could not remain a member of the Sabhn under its altered constitution.” 


The consequences of the change in the Home Rule League’s object and name 
was that a very large number of people led by Jinnah resigned. On or about 23th October, 
1920, the folloıving Joınt letter of resignation was addressed by Mr. Jinnah and others to 
Mr. Gandhi: 
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We, the undersigned membcrs of the League, are of opinion that the Constitution 
adoptcd by the League in its General Meeting held in the Morarji Hail on the 3rd instant 
constıtutes a fundamental departure from the aims, objects and methods of work hitherto 
pursued by the League. The new Constitution deliberately omits any reference to the British 
connection in Claııse 2 (1) vvhich lays down the goal of the League and Clause 2 (2) thereof 
is cleariy permissible of unconstitutional and illegal activities provided they are peaceful and 
effective. We are further of opinion that these changes in the Constitution wcre made 
by adopting a procedure contrary to the rulcs and regulations of the League. We venture 
to say that your ruling, aiming at valıdating the said procedure, was both incorrect and 
arbitrary. We hold to the ideas and methods embodied in the Congress Constitution and 
we further believe that a body like the League, aOiliated as it is to the Indian National 
Osngress, must restrict ıtself to methods of work which were considered by the Indian 
National Congress as constıtutional. 

Aıuious as vve are to assist the League in its mission of strengthening and fur- 
thcring the cause of the Indian National Congress, we regret that, owing to the radical al- 
terations rcoently made in the Constitution, we are unable to remain any longer members 
of the League. 

We, thereibre, with great sorrow, tender our resignation of our membership 
of the League and of such offices thereof as are at present held by any of us. 

We remain, 

Yours faithfully. 


\f. A. Jınnah 
M. R. Jayakar 
Jamnadas Dwarkadas 
Kanji Dwarkadas 
K. M Munshi 


Hiralal Nanavaty 
Nagindas Master 
Gulabchand Deochand 
Chotubhai Vakil 
Mangladas Pakvasa 


* 


+ » 


R. G. Munsif 
M. K. Azad 
Morarji Kamdar 
Jamnadas Mettıa 
Hansraj Pragjı Thackersey 


Chandrashankar Pandya 
N. B. Vibhakar 
Manilal Nanavaty 
Y. M. Pakwasa 


On 25th October, 1920, Mr. Gandhi wrote a letter to Mr. Jınnah and others 
that his ruling on the valıdity of the changeof ihe constitution was strictly correct and that 
apart from tcchnical objections, the seceders’ implicatıon that the revised constitution 
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was not for Bntish conncction was wroag as the ıneaning of Swarajya was confined to 
the Congress goa.. Appealing to Mr. Jinnah and othcrs to reconsider their resignatıons, 
Mr. Gandhi said; 

1 am not opposed to the British connection by itself, but I do not wish to make 
a fetish of it. I will not keep for a single minute under slavery for sake of that connection. 
But 1 and those who think with me have limited our ambition in order that we can carry 
the Congress with us and be thus enabled to remain affiliated to that body. 1 entirely dissent 
from you that Clause 2 permits unconstitutional or illegal actıvitıes. The words ‘uncons- 
tutional and illegal' are highly technical terms. Theex-Advocate-General of Madras considers 
non ^o-operation to be unconstitutional. You consider it to bc perfectly constitutional. 
The President of the Special Congress ga>e it as his considered ruling that my resolution 
was not unconstitutional. As not an indiiferent lawyer of 20 years of unbroken praetice 
T confess it as difücult for me to conceive an lUustration under British Constıtution of un- 
constitutioııal activity except it be violence and violence has been specihcally escheıved 
from the Sabha Constıtution. Similarly about the word ‘illegal’ jurists have dilTerence on 
its interpretation. A eyelist cyclıng without a lamp to feteh a doctor acts contrary to law, 
but does not engage in illegal activity. He voluntarily pays the fine and thus honours law. 
To dısregard tyrannical administrative order may be contrary to law but it is not in mv 
opinion illegal activity. To make strong speeches amounting in the opinion of erratic judges 
to «scdition is not illegal activity. In placing before you for your consideration these homely 
ıllustrations my purpose is to show that it is a most dangetous thing for the country fighting 
for its very life, its honour and its religion to tıe itself down in a knot of ndehnable expres- 
sions. Sıırely ali public bodies wıll think out for themselves the methods to be adopted 
for vvioning freedoın for the country. 1 pcrsonally take unconstitutionalism and illegalties 
but refuse to make a fetish of these as I refuse to make a fetish of British connection. 

Mr. Jinnah, in reply, rccalled the events preceding the Bombay meeting at which 
the change in the consütution of Swaraj SaUta was adopted and again urged that as the 
Executive Council of the All-India Home Rule League cannot alter the constitution ex- 
cept hy three-fourths majority, therefore a foriiori, general meeting should not be able 
to do so. tViıh regard to the British connection, Mr. Jinnah said he also did not make a 
fetish of it, but he maintained that statesmanship, wisdom and commonsense dictated India 
should attain full freedom ıvithin the British Commonwcalth as an equal, and independent 
member. 

Mr. Jinnah added: I thank you for your kind suggestion offeringme ‘to take my 
share in the uew life that has opened up before the country.’ If by ’new life’ you mean your 
methods and your programme, I am afraid I cannot accept them; for I am fully convinced 
that it must lead to disaster. But the aetual ncw life that has opened up before the country 
is that we are faced with a Government that pays no hced to the grievances, feelings and 
sentıments of the people; that our own countrymen are dıvided; the Moderate Party is 
stili going wrong; that your methods have already caused split and division in almost every 
inslitution that you have approached hitherto, and in the public life of the country not 
only amongst Hindus and Muslims but bei'ween Hindus and Hindus and Muslims and 
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Muslims and even between fathers and sons; pcüple generally are dcsperate ali över the 
country and your extreıne programme has for the moment struck the imagination mostly 
of the inexperience youth and the ignorant and the illiterate. Ali this means 
complete disorganisation and chaos. What the consequence of this may be, I 
shudder to contemplate; but 1, for one, am convinced that the prcsent policy 
of the Government is the primary cause of it ali and unless that cause is 
removed, the effects must continue. I have no voice or power to remove the cause; 
but at the same time I do not wish my countrymen to be dragged to the brink 
of a precipice in order to be shattered. The only way for the Nationalists is to ünite and 
work for a programme which is unıversally acceptable for the early attainment of complete 
responsible govemment. Such a programme cannot be dıctated by any single indıvidual, 
but must have the approval and support of ali the prominent Nationalist leaders in the 
country; and to achıeve this end I am sure my colleagues and myself shall continue to 
work. 


♦ 


♦ * 


Mr. M. A. Jinnah sent Mr. B. G. Kher with a special message to Gandhiji about 
Hindu-Muslim Unity. Mr. Kher saw Gandhiji ar Tithal. As a result of their conversation 
Gandhiji addres.sed the rüllowing letter to Mr. Jiunah. 

TithaJ, 

May 22, 1937. 


Dear Shrı Jinnah, 

Kher has given me your message. I wish I cnuld do somcthing but I am utterly 
helpless. My faith in Unity is as bright as ever; only 1 see no daylight out of the impenetrable 
darkness, and in such distress I cry out to God for light. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Oandhi. 


« * 


♦ 


Aoother Letter to Mr. Jimıalı 


Segaon, 

October 19, 1937 

I carefuiiy went through your spcech at Lucknow, and I felt deeply hurt över your 
misunderstanding of myattitude. M> letter was in answer to a specially private message you 
had sent to me. It represented my deepest feeiing. That letter was purely personal, were 
you right in using it as you did? 



“As I read it, the whole of your speecb is a declaration of war. OnJy, I had hope< 
you vvould reserve poor me as a bridge between the two. I see that you w3ot no bridge 
I am sorry. It takes two to make a quarrel. Vcu ıvon’t hnd me one, even if I cannot be- 
come a peace-maker. 

“This is not for publication, unless you desire it. It is written in ali good faith and 
out of an anguished heart.” 


* 


* * 


Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr, Gandhi 


Bombay, 

November 5, 1937. 

"1 am of opinion that I was fully justıfîed in publishing your letter from Tithal 
last May; 1 am of opinion that I vvas fully justihed in doing so; but your letter means some- 
thing different from vvhat I understand it to mean. Surely it was öpen to you to olfer your 
explanation to the public. The letter was not marked as it is usual to do so when its publicd- 
tion is not desired by the writer, and my message to you was not private. Even now you 
do not indicate how I have misundcrstood your attrtude or the contents of that letter. 

“I am sorry you think my speech at Lucknovv is declaration of war. It is pureiy in 
self>defence. Kindly read it again and try and understand it. EvJdently you have not been 
following the course of events of the last twelve months. 

“As to reserving you as a 'bridge* and ‘peace-maker’, don't you think your com- 
plete silence for all these months has identificd you with the Congress leadership, although 
I know ıhat you are not even a four-auna member of that body. 

“I regret to say that I lind nothing definite or any constructive proposal in your 
letter under reply, exoept that it is writtcn in all good faith and out of an anguished heart 
which I reciprocate.’’ 


* 


• • 


Letter from Mr. CuulU to Mr. Jionalı 


Segaon, 

February 3, 1938. 


“Pandit Nehru told me yesterday that you were complainmg to the Maulana 
Sahib about the absence of any reply from me to your letter of November 5 in reply to 
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mine of October 19. The letter was received by mc when I was pronounced by the doctors 
to be seriously ili in Calcutta. The letter was shown to me three days after its leceipt. Had I 
thought it necessarily called for a reply, even though I was ili I vvould have sent one. I 
have re-read the letter. I stili think that there was nothing useful that I could have said 
in reply. But, in a way, 1 am glad that you avvaited a reply. Here it is. 

"Mr. Kher told me defînitcly that he had a private message from you. He de- 
livered it to me when I was alone. 1 could have sent you a verbal message in reply; but, 
in order to give you a true picture of my mental state, I sent you the short note. There 
was nothing to hide in it; but I did feci, as I stiU do, that the way in which you used it came 
upon me as a painful surprise. 

“You complain of my silence. The reason for my silence is literally and truly 
in my note. Believe me, the moment 1 can do something that can bring the two communities 
together nothing in the world can prcvent me from so doing. 

“You scem to deny that your speech was a declaration of war, but your later 
pronouncements too confirm the iirst impression. How can I prove what is a matter of feel- 
ing? In your speeches I miss the old nationalist. ^Vhen in 1915 I retumed from the self- 
imposed exile in South Africa, everybody spoke of you as one of the staunchest of nationa- 
alists and the hope of both Hindus and Muslims. Are j'ou stili tlıe same Mr. Jinnah? If 
you say are, in spite of your speeches, I shall accept your word. 

“Lastly, you want me to come fonvard with some proposal. What proposal can I 
make except to ask you on bended knees to be what 1 had thought you were. But the pro- 
posals, to form a basis of unity between the two communities, has surely got to come from 
you. 


“This is again not for publication, but for your eyes. It is the cry of a friend, not 
of an opponent.” 




• * 


Letter from Mr. Jinoalı to Mı. Gandhl, 


New Delhi, 

February 15, 1938 

“I did not complain to the Maulana Sahib about the absence of any reply from 
you. I only mentioned the facts, as he was anxious that we two should meet. Anyhow, 
I am glad to hear from you. 
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“My message to you through Mr. Kher, as I infonncd you in my last letter, was 
not privatc. It was only when Mr. Kher went to see you at Wardha that I did say that 
he should not mention the raatter to any one except you and that if you yourself 'were 
incimed in the first instance to take up the matter, then it wouId be more than half the 
battie won. On his retum to Bombay Mr. Kher told me that it was difficult for you to give a 
reply as you were restricted not to disclose it to any one or consult anybody else. 

Thereupon I said that it was not intended to be a secret and that he was free 
and you were free to put your heads together and let me know whether at that juncture 
you were inclined to take up this matter with the powerful and overwhelming influence 
which you exercise ovcr the Congress. 

“Then he saw you again a Tithal and from that moment it ceased to be a private 
matter between two mdividuals; and he bruught me your reply in writing which I had to 
publish, because you knovv of the controversy between me and Babu Rajendra Prasad 
and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in the Press where it was scught to make out that i was putt- 
ing every obstacle in the way of a Hindu-Muslim settlement. 

“As your letter was not marked confidential, I uscd it. Besides, what is wrong 
in my saying that I had approached you on my own accord and that was the reply I receıved 
from you. I cannot understand why you feel so much about it. 

“You say that I complained of your silence. Well, I do. But you further proceed to 
say; ‘Believe me the moment I can do somethmg ıhat can bnng the two communıties 
together nothing in the woTİd can prevent me from so doıng.’ NoWj what am 1 to gather from 
this? Am I right in interpreting that the moment is not come? 

“With regard to your opinıon that my speech at the Lucknow session and my 
later pronouncements, which you ate pleased to cali a declaration of war, I can only repeat 
that it is in self-defenoe. Evidently you are not acquainted with what is goıng on in the 
Congress press; The amount of vilihcation, misrepresentation and falsehood that is daily 
spread about me—othervvise, I am sure, you would not blame me. 

“You say that when in 1915 you retumed from South Africa everybody spoke 
of me as one of staunehest of nationalists and the hope of both the Hindus and Muslims, 
and you ask me a guestion, ‘Are you stili the same Jinnah’? And proceed fhrther to say, 
Tf you say you are, in spite of your speeches, I shall accept your word.’ And you say that 
in my speeches you miss the old uationalist. Do you think that you are justiiîed iu saying 
that? I vvould not like to say vvhat pcople spoke of you in 1915 and vvhat they speak and 
think of you today. Nationalism is not the monopoly of any sınglc indivıdual, and in these 
days it is very difficult to deline it; but 1 don’t wısh to pursue this linç of controversy any 
further. 


“You conciude by saying, ‘Lastly you want me to come forward with some pro- 
posal. What proposal can I make exocpt to ask you on bended knecs to be what I had 
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thought you were; but the proposals, to form the basJs of unity between the two com- 
munities, have surely got to come from you.’ I think you might have spared your appeal 
and need not have preached to me on your bended knets to be what you had thought I was. 

"As regards the formulation of proposals which would form the basJs of unity, 
do you think that this can be done by correspondence. Surely you know as much as I do 
what are the fundamental points in dispute. In my opinion, it is as much up to you to sug- 
gest ways and means of tackIing the problem. If you genuinely and sincerely desire and 
fcel that the moment has come for you to step in and with your position and influence you 
ate prepared to take the matter up eamestly, I wil] not fail to render ali the assistance 1 can.” 

* * * 

Letter from Mr. Gandhl to Mr. Jinnah. 


Scgaon, 

Fcbruary 24, 1938 

“1 have read your leller to Javvaharlal also I observc that both the letters invite not 
wrltten replies but a personal discussion. I do not know vvhether it will take place in the 
first instance between you and Javvaharlal or, now that Subhas Bose succeeds him, betvveen 
you and the latter. If you desire that before tltis there should be a talk betvveen you and 
and me, I woald be delighted to see you in Segaon any time vvhich is convenient to you 
before March 10, after vvhich, if health pennits, 1 might have to go to Bengal. So far as 
I am concemed, Just as on the Hindu-Muslim question I vvas guided by Dr. Ansari, novv that 
he is no more in our mıdst, I have accepted Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as my guide. My 
suggestion, therefore, to you is that conversation should be opened in the first instance as 
betwecn you and ıhe Maulana Sahib. But in eveıy case regard me as at your disposal. 

4i « * 

Letter from Mr. Jlnnab to Mr. Gandbi. 

Nevv Delhi, 
March 3, 1938. 

“In your letter 1 missed the note of response: First, vvhether you are of opinion 
that you see light novv and the moment has come, and, secondly, if so, vvhether you are 
prepared to take the matter up in right earnest. 

"I find that there is no change in your attitude and mentality vvhen you say you 
would be guided by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as Dr. Ansari is no more. If you pursue 
this line you vvili be repeatmg the same tragedy as you did vvhen you expressed your help- 
lessness bccause Dr. Ansari, holding pronounced and die-hard vievvs, did not agree, and 
you had to say that you were vvilling, but vvhat could you do. This happened, as you know, 
before you vvent to the Round Table Conference. 
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“At the Round Tablc Conference the tragedy was repeated by you when you 
seemed to be vvilling to accept provisionallv certaın terms; but you, there also, expressed 
that you were helpless as the Hindus were unwılling and you, as a representative of the 
Congress, would have no objection if the Hindus and Muslıms came to an agreement. 

“We have reached a stage where no doubt should be left that you recognise the 
All-India Muslini League as the one authoritative and representative organisalion of the 
Muslims of India and, on the other hand, you represent the Congress and other Hindus 
throughout the country. It is only on that basis that we can proceed further and devise a 
machnery of approach. 

“Of course, 1 shall be glad to see you, although I shall be equally glad to see Pandit 
Jawaharla] or Mr Bose as you may desıre. The matter, as you know, vıll not be clınched 
without reference ağam to you by eıther of them. Therefore, I will prefer to see you first. 
Tn any case, I anı sorry to say that I cannot conıe to Segaon to see you before March 10. 
I have to go to Bombay and also f have fixed various otheı engagemenfs of my tour; but 
we can fîx up the time and place that may süit us both.” 


* 


* * 


Letfer from Mr. Gandbi to Mr. Jiıutah. 

Segaon, 
March 1938 

“Your letter rcvives painful memories. I will not dıscuss at thıs stage, at any 
rale, ıhe various debatable poınls raised in your letter. Sulfice it to say that I am at your 
disposal. If you cannot coıne to Segaon and my health permıts, 1 ıs ili gladly go to Bombay 
to meet you when you are there. At present I have to go to Bengal and then for a whıle to 
Onssa. Thıs wıll take me through the whole of this month. The carlisst, therefore, that we 
can meet wıll be in April. 

“l'wo questions arising from your letter demand a reply. You ask me whether 
T have no w scen the light. Much to my regrct, 1 have to say, ‘No.’ If I had, I would proclaim 
the news from the house-tops; but that limıtation does uot debar me from laking aJvantage 
of the sliglitest opportunity of finding a way out of the present diRiculty. 

“You expecı mc to be able to spcak on behalf of 'the Congress and other Hindus 
throughout the country.’ 1 am afrakl I cannot fulfil the test. 1 cannot represent either the 
Congress or the Hindus in the sense you mean; but I would exert to the utmost ali the 
moral influence I could have with them in order to secure an honourable settlement.” 
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Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Gaııdht 

New Delhi, 
March 17, 1938 

“As you do not wish to discuss the various points mentioned in my letter and 
thc two questions which you have answered are far from hopeful, I am helpless. Hovvever, 
as you say, ‘Süflice it to say that I am at your disposal,’ I gather, you would nevertheless 
like to take advantage of the slighest opportunity of finding a way out of the present di- 
fliculty. In these circumstances, I bcg to inform you that I shall be glad to see you in Bom¬ 
bay some time in April as suggested by you.” 

* * 


Letter from Mr. Gandhî to Mr. Jinnah 


Calcutta, 

March 24, 1938 


“Many thanks for your note. As soon as T reach Segaon I shall seek the first 
opportunity of waitıng on you in Bombay.” 


* 


* ♦ 


Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Gandhi 


New Delhi, 
March 26, 1938 

“I thank you for your letteer of March 24, 1938, and I shall be very glad to see 
you after my retum from Calcutta about Apnl 25, at Bombay.” 

* « • 

Telegram from Mr. Gandlıi to Mr. Jimab 

Delhi, 

April, 15, 1938 

“If on your retum to Bombay you can break journey at Wardha for one day, you 
will spare mc the strain of undertaking a journey to Bombay. I need some uninterrupted 
physical rest if possible. Jn any event, could Maulana Abul Kalam Azad accompany me 
at the intervieM'? Please write to Wardha which place I am reaching tomorrow.” 

* * * 
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Telegram froın Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Gandlü 

Calcutta, 

April 16, 1938 

“I am extremely sorry I am unable to change my programme now. I will receivc 
you at Bombay on the 25th or theFeafter as arranged 1 would prefer to see you alone.” 

« * * 

Telegram from Mr. Gaodbl to Mr. Jinnah 

Wardha, 

Apnl 18, 1938 

“Thanks. The 25th happens to be Monday. 1 will reach Bombay on the 28ih 
if it is not inconvenıent to you.” 


* * * 

Telegram from Mr. Jinnah to Mr, Gandhi 


Calcutta, 

April 19, 19-38 


“Thanks. I will gladly receive you on the 28th at my house.’’ 

4 * • 


Segaon, 

January 16, 1940 


De ar Quaid-e-Azam, 

1 hate to write ‘Mr.' before any Indian name. İt is so unnatural. Hence I have been 
'writing of you as ‘Janab Jinnah Salub', according to the usage taught me by the late Hakim 
Sahıb. But Abul Kalam telis me that in the Lcaguc Circles you are always called “Quaid-e- 
Azam.”—And you will see from the enclosed how the finishing touch was given by a tele¬ 
gram I received from Gulburga. I hope you will accept my assurance that what I have 
done, has been done in good faith and out of regard for you. If, however, you would have 
me address you otherwise, I shall respect your wishe8. 

The purpose of writing this letter is to send you the enclosed advance oopy of the 
article 1 have sent to the Harijan. I have written it to further the end I have read in your 
recent messages and actions. I know that you are qui1e capable of rising to the height re- 
quired for the noble motive attributed to you. I do not raind your opposition to the Congress. 
But your plan to amalgamate ali the partics opposed to the Congress at önce gives your 
movement a national character. If you suuceed you will free the country from communal 
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incubus, and in nıy humble opinion give a iead to the Muslims and others for which you 
will deserve the gratitude not only of the Muslims but of all the other communities. I hope 
that my interpretation js correct. If I am mistaken you will please correct me. 

It is purely personal, private, friendly letter. But you are free to make public 
use of jt if you think it necessary. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi 

Enclosed anide: 


‘A VVELCOME MOVE’ 

On the Delıverance Thanks-giving Day, declared by Jinnah Sahıb, I had the 
follovving wire from Gulburga Muslims: 

“Deliverance Day greelmgs, Guaid-i-Azam Jinnah Zindabad”. 

I tool. it as a message sent to ruffle my feelings. The senders littie knew that the 
wıre could not serve ıts purpose. When I received it, I sılently joined the senders in the 
wısh. ‘Long Live Quaid-i-Azanı Jinnah.’ The Quaid-i-Azam is an old comrade What 
does it matler that to-day we do not see eye-to-eye m some matters'’ That can make no 
diflerencc in my good-vvili to'^ards liim. 

But the Quaid-ı-Azam has given me special reason Tor congratulating him. I had 
pleasurc of wiring hım congratulalions on his excellent Id-day broadcast. And now he com- 
nıands further congratulatıons on fornıing pacts wıth parties who are opposed to the Con- 
gress policies and politics. He is thus liftıng the Müslim League out of the communal rut 
and gıvmg ıt a natıonal character. 1 regard his step as perfectly legitımate. I observe that 
the Justice Party and Dr. Ambedkar’s party have already joined Jinnah Shaib. The papers 
report too, that Shree Savarkar, the President of the Hindu Mahasabha is to see hım pre- 
sently. Jinnah Sahih hımself has ınformed the public that many non-Congress Hindus 
have expressed theır sympathy with him, I regard this devclopmcnt as thnroughly health). 
Nothing can be better than we should have in the country maiııly two parties—the Congress 
and non-Congress or antı-Congress, if the latter expression is preferred. Jinnah Sahib 
ıs giving the word ‘minority’ a new and good content. The Congress majority is made 
up of a combination of castc Hindus, non-Caste Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Parsis and 
Jews. Therefore, ıt ıs a manjority drawn from all classes, reprcsenting a particular body of 
opinion, and the proposed combintion becomes a minority reprcsenting anothcr body of 
opinion. Thıs may any day convcrt itself ınto a majority by commending itself to the elec- 
torate. Such an alignment of parties is a consummation dcvouıly to be tvished. If the Quaid-i- 
Azam can bring about the combination, not only I but the whole of İndia wil1 shout wiıh 
One acclamation:’ ’Long Lıve Quaid-ı-Azam Jinnah.” For he wıll have brought about per- 
manent and living l'nity for vvhich 1 am sure the whole natiun is thirsting. 



Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 
Bombay, 

Dear Mr. Gandhi, January 21, 1940 

I am in receipt of your letter of 16th January and the advance copy of the article 
you have sent to the Harijan. I not only thank you for your courtesy but also for your 
anxiety to further the end you have been reading in my messages and actions. I, hovvever, 
regret to have to say that your premises are wrong as you start with the theory of an Indian 
Nation that does not exist, and naturally, therefore, your conciusions are wrong. I should 
have thought, however, that you at least would not be led away by one-sıded nevvspaper 
reports and canards. There is so much in your article which is the result of imagination. 
Tt is due partly to the fact that you are living a secluded life al Segaon and partly because 
ali your thoughts and actions are guided by “inner voice.” You have very littie concern 
with realities, or what might be termed by an ordinary mortal “praclıcaJ polıtics.” I some- 
tiıncs vvonder what can be common betvveen practtcal politics and yourself, between demo- 
cracy and the dictator of a political organisation of which he is not even a four-anna mem- 
ber. But that is, I suppose, because you do not consider the Congress worthy of your mem- 
bcrship. 


I aın glad to learn that you \vcre not nıffled by the “Delıverance Day" greetings 
sent to you from Gulbarga, It was ındeed noble of you to join ın the silent prayer “Long 
lıvc Quaıd-i-Azam Jınnah. ’ Although thcse are trıvıal matters, I nevertheless apprccıate that 
you have realised the true inward nıeaııing and significance of the “Deliverance Day.” 

It is true that many non-Coııgress Hindus expressed their sympathy wıth the 
Delıverance Day in justice to our cause, so also ıhe leaders of the Justıce parh and the 
Sclıeduled Castes, and the Parsıs who had suffered. But 1 am afraid that the meaning which 
you have tried to give to thıs alignnıent shows that you have not appreciated the true signi¬ 
ficance of it. It was partly a case of “advcrsity bringmg strange bcd-fellows together,” 
and partly because common interest may lead Muslıms and mmorıtıes to combine. I have 
no illusions in the nıatter, and let me say ağam that İndia ıs not a nation, nor a country. 
It is a sub-contmcnt composed of nationalities, Hindus and Muslims being the two majör 
nations. Today you deny that religion can be a main factor in determining a natıcn, but you 
yourself, when asked what your motive in life was, "the thing that leads us to do what 
wc do,” whether ıt was rcligıous, or socıal, or political, said; “Purely religious!” This was 
the question asked me by the late Mr. Montagu when I accompanied a deputation which 
was purely political. ‘How you, social reformer,’ he etclaimed ‘have found your way into 
this crowd7’ My reply was that it was only an extensıon of my social activity. I could not 
be leading a religious life unless I ıdcntihed myself with the whole of mankınd, and that 
I could not do unless 1 took part ın polıtics. The garaut of man's acııviıies today consti- 
tutcs an indivisible whole. You canuot dividc social, economic, political and purely religious 
work into watertight compartments. I do not knovv any religion apart from human activity. 
It provides a moral basis to ali activities which they would otherwise lack, reducing life 
to a maze of 'sound and fury signifying nolhing'.” 
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Morc than any one else, you happen to be the man today who commands the 
confidence of Hindu India and are in a posıtionto deliver the goods on their behalf. It 
ıs too much to hope and expect that you might play your legitimate role and abandon 
your Chase after a miragc? Events are moving fast, a campaign of polemics, or your weekly 
discourse in the Harijan on metaphysics, philosophy and ethics, or your peculiar doctrines 
regarding khaddar, akimsa and spinning are not goıng to ivin India's freedom. Action 
and statcsmanship alone will help us ın our foı ward march. I believe that you might stili 
rise to your stature ın the service of our country and make your proper contribution to- 
wards leading İndıa to contentment and happiness. 


Lastly, I thank you for your anxiety to respcct my wishes in the matter of the 
prıfix you should use wıth my name. What is in a prıfix after ali, a rose called by any other 
name smells just as sweet., So I leave the matter enirely to you, and have no particular 
wısh in the matter. I really do not know why you are ıvorried so much about it. I, hoıvcver, 
noticc that the present prehx you are using ıs according to the usage taught to you by the 
late Hakim Sahib. But surprisıngiy enough during his lifetime and tili long after his death, 
you addressed me as “Mr.”, then quite recentiy you addıessed me as '"Shree”, and in bct- 
wcen as "fr/end”, but please do not bother about this matter. 


Yours smcerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 




* * 


On April 24, 1943, addresslng the sesslon of tbe Müslim l.eague at Delhi, Quaid-e-Axam said: 
"Nobody would welcoıııe it more than tnyself if Mr. Gandhi is even novv really vvillma to come to a settle- 
ment with ıbe Müslim League on the basis of Pakistan. Let me teli you that it wiU be the greatest day both 
foT the Hindus and Mussalmans. If has made up his mind, what is there to prevent Mr. Gandhi from vvTİting 
direct to me." Thereafler Mr, Gandhi wrotethe following letter. In astatement issuedon May 28, 1943, 
Quaid-e-Azam aqılnined the poıition' “I have received a communication from the Sccretaıy to the Government 
of India, Home Department, dated May 24. that Mr. Gandhı's letter merely expres8es a wish to meet me, 
and this letter, Government have decided, cannot be fonvarded lo me. Thıs letter of Mr. Gan^i can only be 
conatnıed aa a move on his p^ to embroll the Müslim League to come into clash with the BritishGovernment 
solely for ıbe purpose of heıping hia release, so that be wouTd be free to do what he pleases therealiter. There la 
real^ no efaange of pdıcy on the part of Mr. Gandhi and no genuine desire to meet the suggestions that I 
made in my ıpeeclı cuuing the aessıon of the All-India Müslim League at Delhi. Ahhough I have alwBys been 
ready and tviUing to meet Mr. Gandhi or any other Hindu leadö’ and shall be stili ^ad to meet bim, yet 
merely csıpressıng his desire to meet me is not the kind of ephemeral letter that I suggested in my speech that 
Mr. Oandm shoıüd wnte, and whicb has been now stopped by tbe Government.” 
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Detention Camp, 
4th May, 1943 


Dear Qııaicl-e-Azarn, 

When sometimes after my incarceration, Government asked me for a list of news- 
papers 1 would İlke lo have, T inciuded the ‘Dawn’ in my list I have receıved it with more 
or Jess regularity. 

Whenever it comes to mc I read it carefuJly. I have folJowed the proceedıngs 
of the League as reported in the ‘Dawn’ columns I notcd your invitation lo me to write 
to you. Hence this letter. 

I vvelcornc your invitation. I suggest our meeting face to face rather than talking 
through correspondence. But I am in your hands. 

I hope that this letter wiü be sent to you and, if you agrce to my proposal, that 
the Government will let you visit me. 

One thing I had better menfion. There seems to be an “if” about your invitation. 
Do you say 1 should write only if I have changed my heartî God alone knows men’s hearts. 

I would like you to take me as 1 am. 

Why should not both you and I approach the great questjon of communal unity 
as men determined on hnding a common solution and work together to make our solution 
acceptable to ali who are concerned wıth it or are interested in it? 


Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi 

rti m * 

Translation of Mr. Gandhi’s letter m Gnjrati 

“Dilkusha”, 

Panchgani, 

I7th July, 1944 


Brother Jinnah, 

There was a day when I could induce you to speak in the mother tongue. To-day 
I take courage to write to you in the same language. I had invıted you to mect me whıle 
I was in Jail, I have not written to you since my release. But to-day my heart says that I 
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should write to you. We will meet whcnever you choose. Don’t regard me as the enemy 
of İslam or of the Mushms of this country. I am the friend and servant of not only your- 
self but of the vvhole world. Do not disappoint me. 

I am enclosıng herewith a translation of this Jetter in Urdu. 


Your borther, 
Gandhi. 


• ♦ 




H. B. “Queen Elizabeth” 
Srinagar, Kashmir, 
24thJuly, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I received your letter dated 17lh of July here on the 22nd of July, and I thank you 

for it. 


I shall be glad to receive vou at my house in Bombay on my return, which will 
probably be about the middle of August. By that time J hope that you will have recupera- 
ted your hcalth fully and wıll be returning to Bombay. T would lıkc to say nothing more 
tül we meet. 

1 am very vcry pleased to read in the Press that you are making \ery good progress, 
and I hope that you will soon be ali right. 


Yours sınccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


* 


♦ * 


September 10, 1944 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

^Vıth reference to our talk yesıerday (September 9), I understood from you that 
you had come to discuss the Hindus-Muslim settlement with me in your individual capacity, 
and not in any representatıvc character or capacity, on behalf of the Hindus or the Cong- 
ress; nor had you any authority to do so. I naturally pointed out to you thaı there must 
be some one on the other side with authority holding a representatıve status with whom can 
negotiate and, if possible, come to a settlement of the Hindu-Muslim question, and that 
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for the position you had adopted there vva» no precedent, and that this raises great difficul- 
ties in my way. 

As you know, I can only speak on bcbalf of Müslim Indıa and the All-India 
Müslim League, as the President of the organization which I represent, and as such I am 
subject to and governed by its constitution, rulcs and regulations. I think you realize and 
will adiuit that a settlement of the Hindu-Muslim question is the foremost and majör 
hurdle, and unless the representatıves of these two nations put their heads together, how is 
onc to make any headtvay WJth if^ 

Nevertheless, 1 explained to jou the i^hore Rcsolution of March, 1940, and 
tried to persuade you to accept the basic and lundamental principles embodied in ıt, but 
you not only rcfused tu consıder it but emphasızed your opposition to the basis indicated 
in that resolution, and remarked that there was “an ocean betvveen you and me,” and vvhen 
I asked you what is then the altemative you suggcst, you put fonvard a fomula of Mr. Raja- 
gopalachari approved by you. We discussed ıt, and as various matters were vague and 
ncbulous, and some required clarifîcation, I wanted to have a clear idea of what it really 
meant and what were its implications. and asked you for explanations and clanhcatıor 
regarding the proposals embodied in that formula. 

After some discussion, you requested me to formulate in writıng my points that 
I thought required or called for explanatıoTi and clarification, and to communicate with 
ycu and that you would reply in writing before our next meetmg on Monday, September 
11, at 5-30 p.m, I am, therefore, submittıng lo you the folIowing points which require 
claıit:cation: 

(1) With regard to the preamblc: İn what capacıty vvıll you be a consenting party 
if any agreement is reached betvveen you and me? 

(2) Clause 1: With ıcgard to “the constitution for a free Indıa” leferred to in this 
clause, I would like to know hrst, what constitution do you refer to, who wıll frame it and 
when wiU it come into being? 

Next, it is stated in the formula that “the Müslim League endorses the İndian de- 
mand fer Independence ’’ Does it mean the Congress demand for Independence as for- 
mulated in August Resolution of 1942 by the A!l-India Congress Committee in Bombay 
or, if not, what is the significance of this term, for you know the Müslim League has made 
it dcar not only by its resolutions but by its creed, vvhıch is embodied ın its constitution, 
that we stand for freedom and ındependence of the whole of this sub-continent, and applies 
to Pakistan and Hindustan. 

Ncxt it ıs stated that the Müslim League "will co-operate with the Congress in 
the formation of provisional inlerim govemroent for the transitional perıod." I would like 
to know the basis or the lines ou which such a govemment is to be set up or constituted. 
If you have a complete and defînite seheme please let me have it. 
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(3) Clausc 2; Who wıll appoint the coınnıjssion refeırcd to in ^is clause and 
who will give eiTect to their findings? What is the mcaning of absolute majority referred 
to in it? Will the contemplated plebiscite be taken districtwise or, if not, on what basis? 
Who will determme and decide whether such a plebiscite should be based on adult franchise 
or other practicable franshise? Who vvill give effect to the decision or verdict of the abovc- 
mentıoned plebiscite? Would only the dıstricts on the border, which are taken out from 
the boundaries of the present provinces by delımitation, be entitled to choose to join either 
State, or vvould also those outside the present boundaries have the rıght to choose to join 
either State? 

(4) Clause 3: Who are meant by “ali parties” in Ihis clause? 

(5) Clause 4: I would like to know between whom and through what machinery 
and agency wıll the “mutual agreements” referred to in this clause be entered into? What 
is meant by “safeguarding defence, commerce and Communications and for other essential 
purposes”? Saie-guarding against vvhom? 

(6) Claue 6; “These terms shall be binding only in case of transfer by Britain of 
full power and responsıbility for the governance of İndia.’’ I would like to know to whom 
is this power to be transferred, througlı vvhat machinery and agency, and when? 

These are some of the important points that occur to me for the moment, which 
requite explanation and clarification, and I hope that you will Ict me have full details about 
the various points that I have raısed, in order that I may be better able to understand and 
judgc your proposals before I can deal with them satisfactorily. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinıiah. 




* * 


September 11, 1944 


Dear Quaid e-Azam, 

I receıvcd your letter yesterday at 3-30 p.m. I was in the ınidst of appointments 
I hasten to reply at the carliest opportunity. 

I have said jn my letter to you, it is implied in the Rajaji Formula and I have 
stated publicly that I have approached you as an individual. My life mission has been 
Hindu-Muslim unity which I want for its own sake but vvhich is not to be achievcd with 
out the foreign ruling power being ousted. Hence the firsi condition of the eyercise of the 
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right of self-determination is achieving Indepcndcnce by the joint action of ali the parties 
and groups composing India. If such joint action is unfortunately impossible, thcn too 
I must lîght with the assistance of such elements as can be brought together. 

I am glad, therefore, that you did not break olf our talks when I refused to assume 
or accept reprcsentative capacity. Of course, I am plegded to use ali the influence I may 
have with the Congrcss to ratıfy my agreement wıth you. May I remınd you that the Rajaji 
Formula was designed m the hrst instance for your acceptance and submıssion thereafter 
to the League? 

It is true that I said an ocean separated you and me in outlook. But had no re- 
ference to the Lahorc Resolution of the League. The Lahore Resolutioıı is mdefînite. Rajaji 
has takcn from it the substance and gıven it a shapte. 

N ow for the poınts raised by you. 

1. I have alrcady answered this ın the foregoing 

2. The constitution wıll be framcd by provisicnal governmcnt contemplated 
in the Formula or an authority specially set up by it after the Britısh power is withdrawn. 
The Independence contemplated is of the whole of India as it stands. The basis for the 
fotnıation of the provisional interım govcrnment vvıli have to be agrced to betwcen the 
League and tho Congress. 

3. The commission wıl! bc appointed by the provisional govemment. ‘Absolute 
maıority’ meaus a clear majority o\er non-Mıislim elements as m Smd, Baluchistan or the 
Frontitr Province. The form of plebıscıte a.ın the franchıse must be a matter for discus- 
sion. 


4. ‘Ali parties" means parties interesıed. 

5. "Mutual agreement" agreement belwecn cortracting parties. "Safe- 

guarding delence, ete.,” means for me a central or joint board of control. “Safeguardıng” 
means safeguardıng against ali who may put the common mterests m jeopardy. 

6. The povver ıs lo be tıansferred to the nation, that is, to the provisional govem¬ 
ment. The formula contemplates peacefut transfer by the Brıtish Government. So far as 
1 am concerned l would like the transfeı to take place as early as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


* * 


* 
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September 11,1944 


Dcar Mr. Gandhi, 

I received your letter of September 11 at S p.m. today. I notc that you have approa- 
ched me as aıv indıvidual, and I have already expressed my views about it. Please do not 
take it that I acquiesce in the position that you have adopted.for which there is no pre- 
oedent. *Nevertheless, I proceeded to discuss matters with you naturally because I am anai- 
ous to convert you to my point of view if possıble. I urged on you that the only solution 
of India’s problem is to accept the division of India as Pakistan and Hındustan, as briefly 
laid down in the Lahore Resolution of March 1940, and proceed to scttic the details forth- 
with. You say the Lahore resolution is ındefinite. You never asked me for any clariiîcation 
or expIanatıon of the resolution, but you really indicated your emphatic opposition to 
the very basis and the fundamental pnncıplesembodied m ıt. I would, therefore, like to 
know in what way or respect the Lahore Resolution is indehnite. I cannot agree that Rajaji 
has taken from it its substance and given it shape. On the contrary, he has not only put it 
out of shape but mutilated it, as I explained in my speech whıch I delivered at the mceting 
of the Council of the All-India Muslini League at Lahore on July 30, 1944. 

You say “the first condition of ıhe exercise of the right of self-determination 
is achieving Indepcndence by the joint action of ali the parties and groups composing India. 
If such Joint acıion ıs unfortunately impossıble then too I must fight wjth the assıstance of 
such elements as can be brought together." This m my opınion ıs, as I have repeatedly 
said, puttıng the cart before the herse, and is generally opposed to the policy and declara- 
tions of the All-India Müslim League, and you are only holding on firmly to the August 
resolution of 194İ. İn order to achieve the freedom and independence of the people of India, 
it is essential, in the first instance. that there should be Hindu—Müslim settlement. 

Of course, I am thankful to you when you say that you are piedged to use ali the 
influence that you have wıth the Congress to ratıfy y'our agreement wıth me, but that is not 
enough ın my judgraent although it will be a very valuable help to me. 

1 onoe more ask you please to let me know what is your conception of the basis 
for the formation of a provisional interim govemment. No doubt it wıll be subject to agree¬ 
ment betvveen the League and the OjngTe.ss, but 1 think infaiıness you should at least givc 
me some rough idea or İmes of your conception, for you must have thought it out by now, and 
would like to know what are your proposals or seheme for the formation of a provisional 
interim govemment, whıch can give me some clear pictııre to understand ıt. 

You have omitted to answcr my qucstion as to who vvill give effect to the hndings 
of the commission and also it is not clear to me wbat you mean by abselute majorıty, when 

*Io its repon of the proccedings of the Müslim League session of July 1944 at Lahore, the '‘Davm** 
İD its issue of July 31 said; “Od the League Council aulhorizing Mr. Jinaah to carry on aegotiations wilh 
Mr. Gandhi, the Qaid-i-AzaiD ruled that ali the resoluUons on the agenda relaling to the C. R. Gandhi 
formula could not be moved and the movers, accordiagly, wiıhdrew the resolutions." Similar repom 
appeared in other papers. 
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you say it means “a clear majority över non-MusIim elements as in Sind, Baluchistan 
or the Frontıcr Province." You have not eveu replied to my question as to who will decide 
the form of the plebiscite and the franchise contemplated by the formula. 

The answer to the fourth pomt does not carry any clear idea when you say “ali 
pattics” means “partics interested." 

You say “mutual agreement” means ‘agreement between contracting parties' ” 
Who are the contracting parties önce a provisional interim government is established of 
your conception? Who will appoint the Central or joint board of control, which will safeguard 
dcfence, ete., and on what principle, through what machinery and ageney, and subject 
to whose control and orders will such a Central or joint board be? 

You say “The power is to be transferred to the nation, that is, to the provisional 
government.” That is ali the greater reason why I would like to k.now full details of the 
provisional government as contemplated by you and of your conception. 

Yours sincerely. 


+ * 


t 


M. A. Jinnah. 


September, 13, 1944 


Uear Mr, Gandhi, 

When you arrived here on the mornmg of September 12, to resume our talks, 
you wcrc good enough to inform me that you had not had time to attend to my letter of 
Septemirer 11, vhich reached you the same day at 10-30 p.m. We met again today wıthout 
havıng receivcd your reply, and 1 am stili waiting for it. Please, therefore, let me have your 
reply as soon as possible wıth regard to the various points mentioned in my letter to you 
of September 11. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


♦ * 


m 


September 14, 1944 


Dear Quaid-e-Azam, 

I have your letter of the 13th instant. I understood from our talks that you were 
in no hurry for my ansvver. I was, therefore, taking the matter m a leisurely fashioa, even 
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hoping that as our talks proceeded and as cordiality increased mutual clarilîcation would 
come of itseir and that we would only have to record our final agreement. But I under- 
stand and apprcciate the other viewp)oint. We should take nothing Tor granted. I should 
clarify your dıfficulties in understanding the Rajaji formula and you should do likevvise re- 
garding yours, i.e., the Müslim League Lahore Resolution of 1940. 

With reference to the Lahore Resolution as agreed between us I shall deal with it in 
a separate letter. 

Perhaps at the end of our dıscussion, we shall discover that Rajaji not only has 
not put the Lahore Resolution out of shape and mutılatcd it, but has given it substance 
and form. 

Indeed <n view of your dislike of the Rajaji Formula, I have, at any rate for the 
moment, put ıt out of my mind and I am now concentrating on the Lahore Resolution in 
the hope of finding a ground for mutual agreement. 

So much for the first paragraph of your letter. 

As to the second, I do hoKl that unless we oust the third party we shall not be able 
to livc at peace with onc another. That docs not mean I may not make an effort to find 
ways and means of establishing a living peace betvveen us. 

You ask for my conception of the basis for a provisional interim govemment. 

1 would have told you if I had any scheme in mınd. I imagine that if we two can agree, 
it would be for us to consult the other parties. I can say this, that any pros isional govem- 
meııt to inspıre confidence at the present moment must represent ali parties. When that 
moment arrıves I shall have been replaced by some authoritative person, though you wıll 
have me always at your back and cali when you have converted me, or 1 you, or by mutual 
convcrsion we have bt.-come one mind functioning through two bodies. 

As to the third point, the provisional govemment being the appointing authority, 
will give eflect to the findings of the commission. This, I thought, was implied in my previous 
answer. 


Rajaji telis me that ’absolute majority’ is used in his Formula in the same sense 
as it is used in ordinary legal parlance svherever more than two groups are dealt with. 
1 cling to my own answer. But you will perhaps suggest a third meaning and persuade me 
to aocept it. 

The form of the plebiscite and franchise must be left to be decided by the provi¬ 
sional interim govemment unless we decide it now. I should say it should be by adult suiTrage 
of ali the inhabitants of the Pakistan arca. 
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As to fourth, dil pdrties ıncdiıs you und I dfid evcry one else holding views on 
the question at issue will, and should, seek by peaceful persua:ion to influence public opi- 
nion as is done vvhcre democracy functions wholly or Jn part. 

As to fifth, supposing that the result of the plebıscite is in favour of partıtion, the 
provisional government wıll draft the treaty and agreements as regards the administration 
of matters of coınmon interest, but the same has to be confirmed and ratıfîed by the govern- 
ments of the lwo States. The machinery Tequired for the scttlement and administration 
of matters of common interest will in the first instance be planned by the interim govern- 
ınent, but subsequently will be a matter for scttlement between the two governments acting 
through the agencıes appointed by each for that purpose. 

As to sixtlı, [ hope the foregoing makes superfluous any further rcply. 

Yours sıncerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


« 




Septembcr 14, 1944 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

1 received yoıır letterof Septcmher 14, at 4-45 p.m. today m reply to my letter 
of Scptember 11, (and not of Septembcr 13, as you State, which seems to be a mistake), 
and I thank you for it. 

Please Ict me have, as soon as you can, your promısed letter ındicating in what 
way or rcspect the Lahore Resolution is ‘indefinıte.’ 

VVıth regard to the provision in the Gandhi-Rajaji Foımula that “the Müslim 
League endorses the İndian demand for Independence," I asked you in my letter dated 
Septembcr 10, “Does it mean the Congress demand for Independence as formulated in 
the August 1942 Resolution by the All-India Congress Comraittee m Bombay or, if not, 
what is the signıficnnce of this term, ’ to ihis you replied by your letter of Septembcr 11, 
“the Independence contemplated is of the whole of İndia as it stands”. Hence, 1 again 
ask, does it mean on the basıs of a united india? I find that you have not clarihed this 
poınt satısfactorıly. 

As regards the next part of this clause, the formula proceeds to lay down that 
“the Müslim League will co-operate with the Congress in the formaıion of the provisional 
interim government for the transitional period,” I requested you by my letter of September 
10 to Ict me know “the basis or the lines by which such a government ıs to be set up or 
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constituted. If you have a complete and definite scheme, please let me have it,” to this you 
replied by your Jetter of Septembcr 11 under reply, that "the basis for the formation of the 
provisional interim government will have to be agreed to betvveen the League and the 
Congress.” But that is not meeting my request for clarihcation or giving me at least the 
outlines of such a government, and that is what I have been asking for. I hopc that you 
do appreciate my point when I am requesting you to Ict me have rough outlines of the 
proposed provisional interim government according to the formula, so that I may have some 
idea. 


Of course, I can quite understand that such a provisional interim government 
will request ali parties and vvould be of a character that will inspire confîdence at the pre¬ 
seni moment of ali the parties. I can quite understand that when the moment arrives certain 
things may follovv, but before we can deal with this formula in a satisfactory ınanner, I 
reF>eat again that, as it is your formula, you should give me a rough idea of the provisional 
interim government that you contemplate and of your conception. 

What 1 would Iıkc to know would be, what will be the powers of such a provisional 
interim government, how it will be formed, to whom it will be responsible, and what ils 
composıtion wıll be, ete. You being the sponsor of this Gandhi-Rajaji formula, should 
give me some rough idea and pictuıe of it, so that I may understand what this part of the 
formula mcans. 

In your letter of September 14, in reply to my letter of Septembcr 11, you inform 
me that you vvould have told me if you had any scheme in mind. ‘‘I imagine that if we two 
can agree it vvould be for us to consult the other parties.” but that is just the point, IJnless 
I have some outlines or scheme, hovvevcr rough, from you, what are we to discuss in order 
to reach any agreement? 

As regards the other matters which you have further explained, I have noted the 
explanation, and 1 do not think I need press you further, although some of them are not 
quite satisfactory. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Septembcr 15, İÎM4 


Dear Quiiid-e-Azam, 

This is in terms of our talk of Wednesday, September 13. 

For the moment I have shunted the Rajaji Formula, and, vvith your assistance, 
ıpplying my mind very seriously to the famous Lahore Resolution of the Müslim Leogue. 
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You must admıt that ıhe Resolution iticlf makes no reference to the two nations 
theory. In the course of our dıscussıons you have passionately pleaded that India conUins 
two nations, ı.e., Hındus and Muslims, and that the latter have their homelands in India 
as the former have theirs. 

The more our argument progresses, the more alarming your pıcture appears 
to ine. It would be allunng if it were true. But my fear ıs gorwing that it ıs wholly unreal. 
1 find no parallel in history for a body of converts and their descendants claimıng to be a 
nation apart from the parent stock. If India vvas onc nation beforc the advent of İslam, 
it must remain one in spite of the change of faith of a very largc body of her chıJdrcn 

You do not daim to be a separate nativsn by rıght of conquest but by ıcason of 
acceptance of İslam. Will the two nations become one ıf the whole of Ind.a accepted İslam? 
Wıll flengalis, Oriyas, Andhras, Tamilians, Maharashtrians, Gujaratıes, ete., cease to have 
their special characteristics ıf ali of them bccame converts to Ulam? 

These have ali become one polıtıcatly because they are subject to one foreign 
control. They are trying today to ıhrow off that subjection. 

You seem to have introduced a ncw test of nationhood, if I accept it, I would 
have to subsenbe to many more claııns and facc an msoluble problem. 

I'he only real, though lavvful test of our nationhood arises out of our conımon 
pohtical subjection. If you and l throAi cif thıs subjection by our combined eflbrt we shall 
bc born a politically free nation out of our travail, If by then we have not learnt to prize our 
freedorn we may quarrel among ourselves and. for want of a common master holding us 
together in his ıron grip, scek to splıt up into sınall groups or nationalities. There wılJ be 
nothing to prevent us from descending to that levci and we shall not have to go in search 
of a master. There are many claimants to tbe throne that never rernains vacant. 

NVith this background 1 shall present you wıth my diflîoulty ın accepling your 
resolution; 

(1) Pakistan ıs not in the resolution. Ooes it bear the original meaning the Punjab, 
Afghanistan, Koshmir, Sind and Baluchıstan out of which the name tvas formcd? If not, 
what is ıt? 

(2) Is the goal of Pakistan pan-Islam? 

(3) What is it that dıstinguıshes an İndian Muslini from every other Indıan, 
if not his religon? Is he different from a Türk or an Arab? 

(4) What is the connotation of the word “Muslims” in the resolution under 
discussion? Does it mean the Muslims of the India of geography or of the Pakistan to be? 
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(5) Is the resolution addressed to Muslims by way of education, or to the inhabi- 
tants of the whole of India by way of appeal or to the foreign ruler as an ultımatum? 

(6) Are the constıtuents in the two zones to constitute “independent States,” 
an undefined number in each zone? 

(7) Is the demarcation to take place during the pendency of Bnlish rule? 

(8) If the answer to the last questîon is in the afBrmativc, the proposal must be 
accepted hrst by Britain and then imposed upon India, not evolved from within by the free 
will of the people of İndıal!! 

(9) Have you examined the position and satished yourself that thcse “independent 
States” wıll be materially and otherwise beneiîted by being split up into fnıgments. 

(10) Please satısfy me that these independent sovereign States wıll not bccome 
a collection of poor States, a menace to themselves and to the rest of India. 

(11) Pray show me by facts and fîgures or othervvise how independence and welfare 
of India as a whoIe can be brought about by the acccptance of the resolution? 

(12) How are Muslims under the Princes to be disposed of as a result of this 

seheme? 

(13) What is your dei'mition of “minorities?” 

(14) Will you please define the “adequate, efiective and mandatory safeguards” 
for minorities referred to in the second part of the resolution? 

(15) Do you not see that the Lahore Resolution contains only a hare statement of 
tlıe objeetive and does not give any idea as to the means to be adupted for the executıon 
of the idea and the conerete corollaries thereof? 

For instanoe: 

(a) Are the people ın the regions falling under the plan to have any voice in the 
matter of separatıon and, if so, how is it to be ascertained? 

(b) WhBt is the provision for Defenoe and sirnilar matters of comnıon conoern 
contemplated in the Lahore Resolution? 

(c) There are many groups of Muslims who have continuously expressed dissent 
from the policy of the League. While I am prepared to accept the preponderating influence 
and position of the League and have approachcd you for that very reason, is it not our joint 
duty to reınove their doubts and carry them with us by makıng them feel that they and 
their supporters have not been practically disfranehised? 
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(d) Does this not lead again to placing the Resolution of the League before tKe 
lople of the zones concerned as a whole for acceptance? 

As I write this letter and imagine the working of the Resolution in practice, I 
e nothing but ruin for the whoIe of India. Believe me, I approach you as a seeker. Though 
represent nobody but myself, I aspire to represent ali the inhabıtants of India. For, I 
alize in my own person their misery and degradation vvhich ıs their common lot ırres- 
etive of class, caste or creed. I know that you have acquired a unique hold on the Müslim 
asses. I want you to use your influence for their total svelfare, whıch must inciude the rest. 

In this hastily vvıılten letter I have only given an inkling of my dıfficulty. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


* 


* * 


September 15, 1944. 


lar Quaid-e-Azam, 

I have yours of September 14, rcceıved at 9-40 a.m. 1 woke up at 3 a.m. today 
finish my promised letter on the l.ahore Resolution. There is no mistake about the 
te, for I wrote in answer to your remındcr ot September 13. 

Tndependenoc does mean as cnvısaged in the A.I.C.C. resolution of 1942. But 
iannot be on the basıs of a unıtcd India. If we come to a settlement ıt vvould be on the 
iis of that settlement, assuming of course that it secures general acceptance in the coun- 
. The process will be aome what like this. We rcach by joint elîort independence for India 
ıt stands. India, become free, will procccd to demarcatıon, plebıscıte and partition 
he people concerned vote for Partdion. Ali this is mıplied in the Rajaji formula. 

As to the provisional interim government, 1 am afraıd 1 cannot carry my aııswer 
! further than I have done. Though I have no seheme for such a government, if you 
le one in connection vsıth the Lahore Resolution, wlıich also l presume tcquires an 
:rım government, we can dicuss ıt. 

The Formula was framed by Rajaji in good faith. 1 accepted it in equal good 
h. The hope was that you vvould look at ıt with favour. We stili think it to be the best 
the cırcumstanoes. You and 1 have to put flesh on ıt, if we can. 1 have explaıned the 
cess vve have to go through. You have no objection to it. Perhaps, you want to knovv 
V I vvould form the provisional government if I was invıted to form it. If I was ın that 
ınviable posıtion I could see ali the claimants and endeavour to satisfy them. My co- 
ration vvili be available in that task. 
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I can give you full satisfaction about your inquiry, “What I would like to know 
wouId be: what will be the powers of such a provisionai interım Government, how will it be 
formed, to whom will ıt be responsible?” The provisionai interim government wıll be 
responsible to the elccted members of the present Assembly or a newly elected onc. It will 
have all the powers less than that of the Commander-in-chicf during the war and full powers 
thereafter. It wiU be the authority to give eflect to the agreement that may be arrived at 
betvvecn the League and the Congress and ratıfied by the other parties. 


Yours smcerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 




* • 


Septcmber 17, 1944 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I havc your lettcr of September 15, and 1 thank you for it. I note that you have 
For the moment shunted “the Rajaji Fomula” and are applying your mmd very seriously 
to the Lahore Resolution of the Mujlım League. It ıs my duty to explain the Lahore Rc- 
solııtion to you today and persuade you to accept ıt, cven though you are talkıng to me, 
as you have often made ıt clear, in your individual capacıty. I have successfully converted 
non-Muslim Indıans in no small number and also a large body oF Foreigners, and if I can 
convert you, evercısing as you do tremendous influence över Hindu India, it \m 11 be no 
small assistance to me, athough we are not proceeding on the footing that you are carrying 
ou these talks in. your representative character, or capacity, and my dilhculties remaın 
until you are vested with a representative status and authonty in order to negotiate and 
reach an agreement ',vith you. 

You have stated in your letler dated September 11, that the Lahore Resolution 
is “indefimte.” I, therefore, naturally asked you please to let me know in what way or 
respect the Lahore Resolution ıs indefinite. And now I have received your letter of Sep¬ 
tember 15 under reply. 

The third paragraph of your letter is not sceking clarihcation but is a disquısition 
and expre$sion of your views on the point whether the Mussalmans are a nation. This 
matter can hardly be discussed by means of correspondence. There İs a greater deal oF disous- 
slon and literatüre on this point which is available, and it is For you to Judge hnally, when 
you have studied this question thoroughly, whether the Mussalmans and Hindus are not 
two majör nations in this subeontinent. For the moment I vvould refer you to two publica- 
tions altfaough there are many more,—Dr. Ambedkar’s book and M.R.T.'s “Nationalism 
in Conflict in India.” We mainUin and hold that Muslims and Hindus are two majör 
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nations by any definition or test of a nation. We are a natıon of a hundred million, and, 
what is more, \ve are a nation with our own distınctive culture and civilization, language 
and literatüre, art and architecture, namcs and nomenclature, sense of valuc and pro- 
portion, legal laws and moral codes, customs and calendar, history and traditions, aptitudes 
and ambitjons-in-short, we have our own distinctive outlook on life and of life. By ali canons 
of intenıational Jaw vve are a nation. Now I shall reply to your various points: 

(1) Ycs, the word “Pakistan” is not mentioned in the rcsolution, and it does not 
bear the original meaning. The word has noW become synonymous wıth the Lahore Re- 
solution. 


(2) This point does not arise, but stili I reply that the questıon is a mere bogcy. 

(3) This point is covered by ray ansWer that the Mussalraans of India are a na¬ 
tion. As to the last part of your qucry, it is hardly relevant to the raatter of clarihcatıon 
of the resolution. 

(4) Surely you know vvhat the word “Muslims” means. 

(5) This point does not aıisc by way of clarillcation of the tcxt of the Lahore 
resolution. 

(6) No. Thcy will form units of Pakistan. 

(7) As soon as the basis and the princıples embodıcd in the Lahore resolution are 
acccpted, the question of demarcation will have to be taken up iramediately. 

(8) İn view of nıy reply to (7), your question (H) has ben answered. 

(9) Does not relate to clarification. 

(10) My answer to (9) oovers this point. 

(11) Does not arise out of the claritication of the resolution. Surely this ıs not 
asking for clarification of the resolution. I have in numerous speeches of mine and the 
Müslim l.eague ın its resolutions have pointed oui that this ıs the only solution of Indıa’s 
problem and the road to achıeve freedom and independence of the peopics of India. 

(12) “Muslims under the Prınces”; The Lahore resolution is only confined to 
British India. This question does not arise out of the clarification of the resolution. 

(13) The definition of “minontics”: You yourself have often said “minorities” 
means “accepted minorities”. 

(14) The adequate, effeetive and mandatory safeguards for minorities, referred 
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to in the resolution, are a matter for negotiation and settlement with the minorities in 
the respective States, viz., Pakistan and Hindustan. 

(15) İt does give basic principles and when thcy are accepted then the details 
will have to be worked out by the contracting parties. 

(a) Does not arise by way of clarificatiou. 

(b) Does not arise by way of clanficatıon. 

(c) The Müslim League ıs the only authorıtative and representative organiza- 
tıon of Müslim India. 

(d) No; see ansvver (c) 

As regards your final paragraph, before receıvmg claıihcation from me you have 
already passed yourjudgment andcondemned the Lahore Resolution, whenyou say, “As 
I write Ihis letter and imagine the whole vvorking of the resolution in practice, I see nothing 
but ruin for the whole of İndıa.” I understand that you have made clear to me that you 
represent nobody but yourself, and T am tryıng to persuade you and to convert you that 
this is the road which wjll lead us to the achıevement of freedom and independence not 
only of the two majör nations, Hindus andMuslıms, but of the rest of the pcoples of India, 
bul when you proceed to say that you aspıre to represent ali the inhabitants of India, I 
regret I cannot accept that sıatement of yours. 

It is quite clear that you represent nobody else but the Hindus, and as loug as you 
do not rcalize your true posıtion and the realıtıes, it is very difficult for me to argue wıth 
you, and it becomcs stili more difficult to persuade you, and hopc to convert you to the 
realities and the aetual conditions prcvaılmg in India today. I am pleadıng before you 
in the hope of converting you, as I have done with many others successfuliy. 

As I have said before, you are a great man and you cxercise enormous influence 
över the Hindus, particularly the ınasses, and by accepting the road that I am pointiııg 
out to you, you are not prejudıcıng or harming the interests of the Hindus or of the mino- 
ritıes. On the contrary. Hindus vvıl! be the greatest gainers. I am convmced that true wel- 
fare not only of the Musliıns but the rest of India lıes in the dıvision of India as proposed 
by the Lahore resolution. İt is for you to consider whether it ıs not your policy and pro- 
gramme in which you have persisted vvhich has becn the principal factor of the “ruin of 
vvhole of India” and of the misery and degradation of the people to which you refer and 
vvhich I deplore no less than anyone else. And ıt is for that very reason I am pleading before 
you ali thesc days, although you insist that you are having talks withmeonly in yımr in- 
dividual capacity, in the hope that you may yet revise your policy and programme. 

Yours sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * 
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September 19, 1944. 


Dear Quaid-e-Azam, 

Many thanks for yours of 17th inst. 

I am sorry to have to say that your aıuwers, omıtting 1, 2 and 6 do not give satis- 

faction. 


It may be that ali my que.stions do not anse from the vıevv of mere clarification 
of the Lahore resolution. But I contend ıhat thcy arc vcry rclevant from Ihe standpoint 
of a seeker that I am. You cannot cxpect anyone to agree to, or shouldcr the burden of 
the daim contained ın the Lahore resolution without; for instance, answering myquestion 
15 (a) and 15 (b) which you brush aside as not arisıng by way of danhcation. 

Dr. Ambedkar's thesis, vvhile it is ably svrıtten, has carrıed no conviction to me. 
The other book mentioned by you, I am sorry to say, I have not seen. 

Why can you not acoept my statement that I aspire to represent ali the sectious 
that oompose ıhe people of Indıa? Do you not aspire? Should not evcry Indıan? That the 
aspiration may never be realized is beside the poim. 

I am beholdcn to you, in spite of your opm;on about me, for having paticnce wıth 
me; I hope you will never lose it but vvili persevere ın your eflbrt to convert me, 1 ask you 
to take me with my strong views and even prejudıces, if I am guılty of any. 

As to j our verdict on my potıcy and progıamme, wc must agree to differ. For, 1 
am vvholly unrepentant. My purpose is, as a lover of conımuual unity, to plaoe ray service 
at your disposal. 

I hope you do not cxpect me to accept the Lahore resolution without under- 
standing ıts implications. If your letter is the final ■ıvord there is stili hopıe. Can we not agree 
to differ on the quetsıon of “tvvo nations” and yet soJve the problem on the basis of self- 
determination? It is this basis that has brought me to you. If the regions holding Müslim 
majoıities have to be separated according to the Lahore Resolution, the grave step of sepa- 
ration should be specıfically placed before and approved by the people in that area. 


Yours sınoerely, 
M. K. Gandhi 




* 
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Scptembcr 21, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I am in receipt of your letter of Scptember 19, and I have already gıven you my 
ansvvers to ali your qucstıons relatmg to clarification of the Lahore resolution or any part of 
it, and I am glad that you admit when you say it may bc that “ali my qucstions do not 
arise from the vıew of mere clarifîcation of the Lahore resolution,” but you particularly 
enıphasise your points 15 (a) 15 (b). 

I regret to say it has no rclation to the context of the resolution or any part thereof. 
You have brought so many matters ınto our correspondence whıch arc entirely 
outside the matter requiring c'arıllcatıon, so I have perforce to deal with them. Let me 
lîrst deal with your letter of September II. 

You say: “My lıfe-mission has been Hindu-Muslim unity v^fhich T vvant for ıts 
own sake but which is not to be achıeved vvithout the foreign ruling Power being ousted. 
Hence the first condition of the exercise of the right of self-determination is achievmg 
of Independence by the joınt action of ali the parties and groups composing Indıa. If such 
joint action is unfortunately impossıble, then too I must fight wıth the assistance of such 
elements as can be brought together.” 

The gist of your letters up to datc is that you are vvcdded to this policy and will 
pursuc it. In your next letter of September 14, whilc you were good enough to fıırnish me 
with the clarifiı7.ation of the Gandhi-Rajaji formuJa, you were pleased to observe; “1 have, 
at any rate for the moment, put it out of my mind and I am now concentrating on the Lahore 
resolution in the hope of finding a ground for mutual agreement,” 

In your letter of September 15, you say: “Independence does mean as envisaged 
in the A.I-C.C- resolution of 1942 ” It is, therefore, cicar that you are not preparedlo revisc 
your policy and that you adhere firmly to your policy and programme whıch you have 
persisied in and which culminated in your demand, final policy, programme, and the 
method and sanetion tor enforcing it by rexorting to mass civıl disocdicncc in teims of the 
8th August, 1942, resolution, and you have made ıt more clear again by statmg in your 
letter of September 19. as follovvs:—“As to your vcrdict on my policy and programme, 
Vk’e must agree to differ, for I am wholly unrcpentant” You know that the August 1942, 
resolution ıs İnimical to the idcals and demands of Müslim India. 

Then, ağam, in the oourse of our discussion when I asked you for clarifîcation 
of the Gandhı-Rajajı formula, you vvere pleased to say, by your letter of September 15, 
as follovvs;—“For the moment I have shunted the Rajaji formula and with your assistance 
ara applyingmy mind very serıously to the famous Lahore resolution of the Müslim League.” 
We discussed ıt in its various aspects, as you told me you vvere öpen to be persuaded and 
converted to our point of vievv. I discussed the resolution at great legnth vvıth you, and ex- 
plained everything you vvanted to understand, even though you have emphasized more 
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than önce that you are having these talks with me in your personal capacity, and 
ın your letter oF September 15, you assured me in the follo^ving words wıth regard lo the 
Lahore resolution: "Believe me, I approach you as a seeker, though I rcpresent nobody 
but myself,” and that you were öpen to conviction and conversion. 

You had informed me by your letter of September 11, as follows: “It is true that 
I said an ocean separated you and me in outloolc. Buı that had no refercııce to the Lahore 
resolution of the League. The League resolution is iııdefinıte.” I naturally, therefore, 
proceeded in rcply, to ask you by my letter of September 11, as follows:—“Yes say the 
I,aho'"e resolution ıs indefinıte. You never asked me for any clanfîcatıon or cxplanation 
of the terıns of the resolution; but you really indirated your emphaticoppositionto the very 
basis and the fundanıental principle embodıcd m it. I would therefore, İlke to know in 
what way or respect the Lahore resolution ıs ındefinite,’’ and I sent you a reminder on 
September 13, to which you replied by your letter of September 15, not confining your- 
self really to matters of clarıfication, but introducıng other entraneous matters, wıth some 
of which I had already dealt, m reply to thıs letter of your of September 15, by my letter 
of Septmeber 16, and fıırnished you wıth ali the clarifıcations, mformıng you that you had 
introduced several matters whıch could hardly be discussed m a satisfactory manner by 
means of correspondencc. 

I have already given you ali the clarifıcations you rcquire so far as the Lahore 
resolution goes and its text is concerned. You ağam raise further arguments, reasons and 
grounds and contmue to persıst in a dısquısitıon ın the point, amongst others, whether 
Muslims of India are a nation, and then you proceed further to say: ‘ Can we not agree 
to dıffer on the questıon of ‘two nations' and yet solve the problem on the basis of self- 
dctermmatıonf’ 

İt seems to me that you are labourıng under some misconception of the real mean- 
ıng of the vvord “self-deteırnination”. Aparı IVom the mconsistencıes and contradictıons 
of the lanous positıons that )ou have adoptcd in the course of our correspondence, as 
indicated abovc, can you not appreciate our point of view that we daim the righı of self- 
determinatvon as a nation and not as a territonal unii, and that vve are cntıtled to exercise 
our ınherent right as a Müslim nation, which is our birth-right'.' Whereas you are labouring 
under the wrong idea that “self-determination” means only that of “a terntorial unit,” 
whioh, by the way, is neıthrr demarcated nor defîned yet. and there ıs no union or federal 
constitution of India m being, functionmg as a sovereign Central govemment. Ours is a 
case of dıvısion and carvmg out two mdependeut soverign States by way of settlement 
betweea two majoı nations, Hindus and Muslims, and not of severance or secession from 
any cıusting union, whıch is non set m India. The right of self-detennınatıon, which we 
daim, postulates that we are a nation, and as such ıt svould be the self-determinatıon of 
the Muslims, and they alone are entıtlcd to cxercıse that right. 

I hope you wıll now understand that your question I5(a) docs not anse out of 
the Lahore resolution or of any part thereof. As to 15fb), again it does not arise as a matter 
of darificBtion, for it will be a matter for the constitution—makıng body chosen by Pak- 
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ıstan to deal vvıth and decıde ali matters as a sovereign body representıng Pakistan vis-a-vis 
the constitution-making body of Hindustan or any other party concerned. There cannot be 
defence and sirailar matters of “common concern,” when it is accepted that Pakistan and 
Hindustan will be two separate independent sovereign States. I hope I have now given 
ali satisfactory eaplanations, över and above the matter of clarification of the Lahore 
resolution, in the hope of converting you as an individual “sceker,” 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* ♦ 




September 22, 1944. 


Dear Quaid-i-Azam. 

Your letter of yesterday (2lst inst), so dısturbed me that i thought I would post- 
pone my reply tili after we had met at the usual time. Though I made no advance at our 
meeting, I think I see sonie vvhat clearly what you are driving at. The more I think about the 
two nations theory the more alarraing it appears to be. The book recommendcd by you 
gives me no help. In contains half-truths and its conclusions or infcrences are unvvarranted. 
1 am unable to accept the proposition that the Muslims of India are a nation distinet from 
the rest of the inhabitants of India. Mcrc assertion is no proof. The con5equences of accept- 
ing such a proposition are dangerous in the eatreme. Önce the princıple is admitted there 
would be no limit to claims for cutting up India ınto numerous divısions vvhich would 
spell India's ruin. I have, therefore, suggestcd a way out. Let it be a Parlıtion as betvveen 
two brothers, if a division there must be. 

You secm to be averse to plebiscıte. In spite of the admitted importance of the 
League, there must be clear proof that the people affccted desıre partition. In my opınion, 
ali the people inhabiting the area ought to eapress their opinion specifically on this single 
issue of division. Adult sufirage is the best method, but 1 would accept any other equi- 
valent. 


You summarily reject the idea of common interest between the tsvo arms. I can 
be no williug party to a division whıch does not provide for the simultaneous safegqardıng 
of common interest such as defence, foreıgn alTairs and the like. There vvıll be no feeling 
of security by the people of India vvithout a recognition of the natural and mutual obliga- 
tions arising out of physical contiguity. 

Your Letter shows a wıde divergcnce of opinion and Outlook bctween us. Thus 
you adhere to the opinion often expressed by you that the August 1942, resolution is “inimical 


118 



to thc ideals and demands of Müslim India.” There is no proof for this svveeping state- 
ment. 


We seem to bc movıng in a circic. 1 have made a suggestıon. If we are bent on 
agreeing, as I hope we are, let us cali in a thîrd party or parties to guide or evcn arbitrate 

us. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


4 - 


♦ • 


Seplember 23, 1944. 


Dean Mr. Gandhi, 

I am in receipt of your letter of September 22, and I thank you for ıt. I am sony 
that you think I have summanly rejected the ıdca of common interest betwecn the two 
arms, and no w you put ıt somewhat dıfferently from 15 (b), when you say there will he 
no feeling of sccurity by the people of fndıa vvithout a recognitıon of the natura! and mutual 
obligations arısing out of physical contıguıty. My ansvver, already given, is that it wılt 
be lor the constıtution-making body of Pakistan and that of Hindustan or any other party 
concerned, to deal wiıh such matters cn the footing of theır beıng two mdependent States. 

1 am really surprised whcn you say there is no proof of \vhat you characterize as 
a ssveeping statement of mine, that the Augı.ıst 1942, resoluticn is ınimıcal to the ideals 
and demand.s of Müslim fndıa The resolutıon in ıts esscnce is as follows: 

(a) immediate grant of complete İndependence and setting up ımmediately of a 
federal Central Government on the basıs of a United, democratıc Government of India 
wıth federated unıts or provinces, v.hich ır.cans establishmg a Hindu Raj. 

(b) that this National Government so set up will evolve a scheme for a constitutent 
assembly, whıch vvıll be chosen by adult franchıse, which wıll preparc a constıtutıon for the 
Government of India, whıoh nıeans that the constitutent assembly chosen will be com- 
posed of an ovenvhelming majonty of Hindus, nearly 75 per cem. 

(c) to enforce this demand ot the Congress the August resolution decıdes on 
and sanctions a rcsort to mass cıvıl disobedience at your command and when ordercd 
by you as the sole dıctator of thc Congress. 

This demand is basıcally and fundamentally opposed to the ideals and demands 
of Müslim India of Pakistan, as cmbodıcd m thc Lahcre resolution, and to enforce such a 
demand by means of resort to mass civıl disobedience ıs inımical to the ideals and demands 
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of Müslim Indıa; and if you succecd m realızing this dcmand, it would be a death-blow 
to Müslim India, I see from the correspondence and talks betvveen you and me that you 
are stili holding fast to this fateful resolution. 

From the very first day of our talks you juade it clear to me, and you have re- 
peatedly said in the course of our correspondence and talks, that you have approached 
me in your indivJdual capacity, and you assured me that you were a seeker of light and 
knowledge and that you seriously and honestly wanted to understand the Lahore reso¬ 
lution and were öpen to conviction and conversion. Therefore, in deference yo your wish, 
I made every effort ali these days and in the course of our prolonged talks and corres¬ 
pondence to convert you, but unfortunately, it scems, I have failed. And now you have 
made new suggestions and proposals by your Icttcr under reply; 

(1) You say: “I have therefore suggested a way out. Let it be a partition as bet¬ 
vveen tvvo brothers, if a division there must be.” T really do not know vvhat this means. 
and I vvould like you to elaborate this proposal and give me some rough outlines of this 
new idea of yours as to how and when the division is to take place, and in vvhat vvay it is 
different from the division envisaged by the Lahore resolution. 

(2) You say; “Let us cali in a third parfy or parlıes to guıde or even arbitrate bet¬ 
vveen us.” May I point out that you have repeatedly made clear to me that you are having 
tbcse talks as an indıvidual seeker? Hovv can any question of a third party or partıes to 
guide or arbitrate betvveen us arisc? 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

N( ^ 

September 23. 1944. 

Dear Quaid-i-Azam. 

Last evenıng’s talk has left a bad taste in the mouth. Our talks and our corres¬ 
pondence seem to run in parallel lınes and never tough one another We rcachcd the break- 
ing point last evening but. tlıank God, vve vvere unvviling to part. We resumed discussion 
and suspended it in order to allovv me to keep my time for the evening publıc prayer. 

In order that ali possible chance of making any mistake m a matter of this great 
importance may be rcmoved, I vvould like you to give me in vvriting vvhat precısely on 
your part you vvould vvant me to put my signature to. 

I adhere to my suggestion that vve may cali in some outside assistance to hclp 
us at this stage. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. K. Gandhi. 

♦ * * 
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September 23, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I am in receipt of your letter of September 23, May I refer you to my letter of 
today’s date whıch I sent to you in reply to yours of September 22? I have nothing new or 
fresh to add, but I may say that it is not a case of your beıng asked to put your signature 
as representing anybody lill you clothe yourself with representative capacity and are vested 
wıth authority. We stand by, as I have already said, the basıs and fundamental principles 
embodied in the Lahorc resolutiou of March 1940. I appeal to you önce more to revise your 
policy and programme, as the future of this subeontinent and the welfarc of the peoples 
of İndia demand that you should face realitıes. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* # » 

September 24, 1944. 


Dear Quaid-i-Azam, 

I have your tvvo letters of September 23, ın reply to m> letter of the 22nd and 

23rd. 


With your assistance I am e\plorıng the possıbılities of reaching an ag:eement, so 
that daim embodied ın the Müslim League resolutionof Lahoremay bc reasonably satısfied. 
that You must therefore, have no apprehensions that the August rcsolution wıll stand in the 
way of our reaching an agreemcnl. That resolution dealt vvıth the qucstıon of İndıa as 
against Britian and ıt caanot stand in the way of our scttlement. 

I proceed on the assumpt'on that İndia is not to be regarded as t*o or more 
nations but as one famıly consistmg of many members of whom the Muslıms li'ing ın 
the north-wcst zones, ı e. Baluchistan, Sın*l, North West Frontıer Province and that paci 
of the Punjab tvherc they are in absoiute majonty över ali the other clemenis and in jtarts 
of Bengal and Asam whcre they are m absoiute majonty, desire to live in separation from 
the rest of İndia. 

Differing from you on the general hasis, 1 can yet recommend to the Congress 
and the coııntry the acceptance of the daim for separation contaıned in the Müslim League 
rcsolution of Lahore of 1940, on my basıs and on the follovvıng terms; 

The areas should be demarcated by a Commıssion approved by the Congress 
and the League. The wishes of the inhabitants of the areas demarcated should be ascertaine 
through the votes of the adult population of the areas oc through some equivalent method. 
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ir the vote is in favour of separation it shall be agreed that these areas shall form 
a separate State as soon as possible after Indıa is free from Foreign domination and can 
therefore be constituted into two sovereign independent States. 

There shall be a treaty of separation which should also provide for the efhcıent 
and satisfactory administration of foreign alfairs, defence, internal Communications, cus- 
toms, commerce and the like, vvhich must neccssarily continue to be matters of common 
interest betvveen the contraeting parties. 

The treaty shall also contain terms for safeguarding the rıghts of minoritics in 
the two States. 

Immediately on the acceptance of thıs agreement by the Congress and the Leaguc 
the two shall dccide upon a common course of aetion for the attainment of indepcndence 
of India. 


The League vvili however be free to remain out of any direct action to which 
the Congress may regard and in whıch the League may not be willıng to particıpate. 

If you do not agree to these terms, could you let me know in precıse terms what 
you would have mc to accept m terms of the Lahore resolution and bmd myself to re- 
commend to the Congress? If you could kindly dothis, I shall be able to sce, apart from the 
difference m approach, \vhat dehnite terms I can agree to. In your letter of Scpiember 
23, you refer tu “the basic and fundamental principle.s embodied Jn the Lahore resolution” 
and ask me to accept them. Surely thıs is unnecessary when, as 1 feel, 1 have accepted the 
concreıe consequence that should follow from such acceptance. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


4 . 


* * 


September 25, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I am İR reoeipt of your Jefter of September 24, and I thank you for it, You have 
already rejeeted the basis and fundamental pnnciples of the Lahore resolution. 

You do not accept that the Mussalmaııs of India are a nation. 

You do not accept that the Musslamans have an inherent right of self-deter- 
mination. 
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You do not accept that they alonc are entıtled to eyercise the right of self-deter- 
mination. 

You do not accept that Pakistan, is composed of two zones, North-West and 
North-East, comprising six provinces, nameiy Sınd, Baluchıstaıı, North-West Frontier 
Province, the Punjab, Bengal and Assam, subject to terntorial adjustments that may be 
agreed upon, as indicated ın the Lahore resolution. The matter of demarcating and de- 
iîning the territories can be taken up afterthe fundamentals abovc mentioned are accepted, 
and for that puq5ose machincry may be set up by agreement. 


You do not accept the provisions embodied in the Lahore resolution for 
safeguarding the minorıties, and yet m your Ictter under reply you say: “With your 
assistance, I am exploring the possibilities of reaching an agreement so that the daim 
embodied in the Müslim League resolution of Lahore may be reasonably satislîcd,” 
and proceed to say,“ You must therefore havc no apprehensions that the August resolution 
will stand in the way of our reaching an agreement.” 


I hase already clearly explained to you that the August resolution, so long as 
ıt stands, is bar. for it is fundamentally oppo,sed to the Lahore resolution. You then proceed 
to say: ‘That resolution dealt with the questioa of India as against Bntain, and it can- 
not stand in the way of our settlemcnt.” l am not at present concerned with Bntain, but 
the August resolution, as I have already stated ıs against the ideals and demands of the 
Müslim League. Further, therc is the resolution of Jagat Narayan Lal, passed by the All- 
India Congress Committce in May 1942, at AHahabad, vkhich, in cxpress terms, lays down 
as follow: 

'The A.I.C.C. is of opınion that any proposal to dısıntegrate India by giving 
liberty to any compKment State or territorial uııit to seoede from the İndıan Union or Fede- 
ratıon \vill be tughly detnmental to the best mterest of the pcople of the dilferent States and 
provinces and the country as a whole and the Congress, therefore, cannot agree to any 
such proposal.” 


These two resolutions, so long as they .stand, are a complete bar to any settkmcnt 
on the basis of the division of India as Pakistan and Hındustatn. It is öpen to the Congress 
to revise and ıııodify them, but you are only spıeaking in your individual capacıty, and 
even in that capacity you are holding fast to the August resolution, and you have gıven no 
mdication of your attitude regarding Jagat Karayan Lal’s resolution. T have repealedly 
made it cicar after we had discu.ssed the Gandhi-Rajaji formula, as you maintaıned that, 
to use your own lagnuage, “Rajuji not only has not put the Lahore resolution out of shape 
and mutilated it but has given ıt substanoe and form, ” and proceedcd to say: “Indeed 
m view of your dislike of the Raj^i formula, 1 have, at any rate for the moment, put it out 
of my mind and 1 am now concentrating on the Lahore resolution in the hope of ûnding a 
ground for mutual agreement.” 
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When I asked for further clarifîcation, vvhıch you furnished me by your lettcr 
of September 15, you started by saying: I have shunted the Rajaji formula and wıth your 
assistance I aın apiying my mind very scriously to the famous Lahore resolution of the 
Müslim League,” and thenceforvvard the Gandhı-Rajaji formula was not discussed any 
further, and the question of your reprcsentativecharacter and authorıty whıch I had poıııted 
out from the very commencement, therefore, dıd not arise, as you had given me the task 
of c»nvcrting you to the fundamentals of the Lahore resolution, and ever since vve discus¬ 
sed the Lahore resolution only at grcat length and cxamined the pros and cons, and finally 
you have rejected it. 

As a result of our correspondence and dıscussions I find that the quesLion of the 
division of India as Pakistan and Hmdustan is only on your lips and it does not come 
from your heart, and suddenly at the eleventh hour you put forvvard a new suggestion, 
consisting only of two sentences, by your lettcr of September 22, saying: “I therefore sug- 
gested a way out. Let it be a partition as bctwecn two brothers, if a division there must be.” 
I naturally asked you svhat this new suggestion of yours meant, and wantcd you to givc 
me rough outlines of this new idea of yours as to how and when the division is to takc place 
and in what way ıt is dıfferent from the division envisagcd in the Lahore resolution, and 
now you have been good enough to givc me your amplifıcation, in your letter of September 
24 under rcply, in which you say “Differing from you on the general basis I can yet 
recommend to the Congress and the country the acceptance of the daim for separation 
oontained in the Müslim League resolution of Lahore, 1940, on my basis and on the foI)ow- 
ing terms.” The terms clearly indicate that your basis is in vital conffict with, and is oppo- 
sed to the fundamental basis and principlcs of the Lahore resolution. Now let nıe take your 
mam terms; 

^a) “I proceed on the assumption that India ıs not to be regarded as two or more 
nations but as one family consisting of many members of whom the Muslims living in 
the north-west zones, i.e. Daluchistan, Sind, North-West Frontıer Province and the part 
of Punjab where they ire in absolute majority över ali the othcr elements and m parts of 
Bengal and Assam vvlıere they are in absolute majority, desire to livc in separaıion from 
the rest of India.” If this rcrm vvcre acceptcd and given effect to, the present boundaries 
of these provınces vvould be maiıned and murilaled beyond redemptıon and leave us only 
with the husk, and it ıs opposed to the Lahore resolution. 

(b) That even in those mutilated areas so dehned, the right of self-determination 
svili not be cxercısed by the Muslims but by the inhabitants of those areas so demarcated. 
This again ıs opposed to the fundamentals of the Lahore resolution. 

(c) That if the vote is in favour of separation they shall be allowed to “form a 
separate State as soon as possıble after India is free from foreign domınation.” Whereas 
we propose that we should come to a complete settlement of our own immediately, and by 
OUT United front and efforts do everything in our povver to secure the freedom and inde- 
pendcnce of the pcoples of India on the basis of Pakistan and Hindustan. 
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(d) Next you say, There shall be a trcaty ol separation whıch should also provide 
for the efficient and satisfactory administratıon of foreign affairs, defence, internal Com¬ 
munications, customs, commercc, and the lılce, which must necessanly continue to be 
matters of common interest betvvcen the contractıng partıes.” If these vital matters are 
to be administered by some Central authority, you do not indıcate what şort of authority 
or machinery wıll bc set up to administer these matters, and how and to whom ağam that 
authority will be responsible. Accordmg to the Lahore resolution, as I have alrcady ex- 
plaıned to you, ali these matters, which are the lifcblood of any State, cannot be delegated 
to any Central authority or government. The matter of securıty of the two States and the 
ıiatural and mutual obligatıons that may arise out of physical contıguity vvıll be for the 
constitution-making body of Pakistan and that of Hındustan, orotherparty concerned, to 
deal wıth on the footing of thcir being two independent States. As rcgards the safcguarding 
of the rights of mmorıties, ( have already explained that this question of safcguarding 
the minoritıes is fully stated in the Lahore resolution, 

You wıll, thereforc, see that the entire ba.;ıs of your new proposal is fundanıentally 
opposed to the Lahore resolution, and as I have already pointcd out to you, both in the 
correspondence and in our discusstons, it is very diflScult for mc to entertaınproposals and 
negotiate and rcach any agrecment or scttlement with you as an indivıdual, unless they 
come from you in your represcntatıve capacity. That was the samc dıfficulty with regard 
to the Gandhi-Rajaji formula, and I madc il clear to you at the very outset, but the for- 
mula was discusscd as you asserted that it had met the Lahore resolution in substance, but 
while you vvere fumishing me with the claritication of thıs formula, you shunted Jt and we 
confined ourselves to the Lahore resolution, and hence the question of your representative 
capacity dıd not arise regardıng this formula. But now you have, in your letter of September 
24, raade a aew proposal of your own on your own basis, and the same dı.'hculties present 
themselves to rne as beforc, and ıt is diffıcultto deal wııh ıt any furlhcr unless ıt comes from 
you in your represcntatıve capacıty. 

l cannot agree \vith you when you finally wmd upby saying: ‘Tn your letter of Sep- 
teınbt r 23, you reler to ‘the basıs and fundamcnul prınciplcs embodied in the Lahore re¬ 
solution’ and ask me to accept them. Surely this ıs unnccessary when, as I Feel, I have accepted 
lheconcretcconscquence that should follosv from such acceptance”. This is obviously far 
from correet. Why not then accept the fuadamentals of ıhe Lahore resolution and 
proceed to sctılo the deUils? 


Yours sincerciy, 


M. A. Jinnah. 



September 25, 1944. 


Dear Quaid-i-Azaın, 

Yesterday’s talk leads me to inflict this letter on you which I trust you will not mind. 

Our conversations have come about as a result of your correspondcnce with 
Rajaji in July last över his formula and your consultations vviththe League Working Com- 
mittee thereon, and my own letter to you suggestıng a meeting between you and me. My 
proposal of yesterday is an earnest effort to meet the essential requirements of the I^ahore 
resolution. I would like you therefore, to think fifty times before throvving away an offer 
which has been made entirely in the spirıt of service in the cause of communal harmony. Do 
not take, I pray, the responsibility of rejecting the offer. Throvv it on your Council. Give 
me an opportunity of addressing them. If they feel like rejecting it. I would like you to 
advise the Council to put it before the öpen session of the League. If you vvıll accept my 
advice and permit me I vvould attend the öpen session and address it. 

You are too technical when you dismiss my proposal for arbitration or outside 
guidance över poınts of diiference. If I have approached you as aıı individual, and not in 
any representative capacity, it is because we believe that if I reach an agreement with you 
it will be of nıaterial use in the process of securing a Congress—^League scttlement and 
acceptance of it by the country. Is it irrelevant or inadmissible to supplement out elforts to 
convince each other with outside help, guidance, advice or even arbitration? 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


* 


* 


September 26, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I am in receıpt of your letter of September 25. It is entirely incorrect and has 
no foundation m fact for you to say that our conversations have come about as a result 
of my corrcspondence with Rajaji in July last över his formula. It is equally baseless to say 
"and your consulations vvith the League Working Coramıttee thereon." İt vvas entirely 
in response to your letter of July 17, 1944, vvhich I reccıved whilc 1 was at Srinagar, vvith a 
fervent rcqucst on your part to meet you and you cnded that letter by saying: “Do not dıs- 
appomt me." In my reply, again from Srinagar, dated July 24, 1944, I intimated to you 
that I vvould be glad to receive you at my house in Bombay on my retum. vvhich vvould 
probably be about the middle of .August. This was long before the meeting of the Working 
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Committee or that of the Councıl of the All-Inrtia Müslim League, and long before I rca- 
ched Lahore, and wh.en you arrived here and told me that you were approaching me in 
yo ur individual capacity, I at önce made it clear to you and informed you both in our 
talks and by letters, that the posıtion you had taken up had no precedent for it, and further 
that it was not possible to negotıatc and reach an agreement unless both the parties were 
fully represented; for it is one-sided business, as it will not be binding upon any organiza- 
tion in any sense whatcver, but you would as an individual only recommend it, if any 
agreement is reached, to the Congress and the country, whereas ıt vvould be binding upon 
nıe as the President of the Müslim League. 1 cannot accept thıs posıtion. I hope you do 
sce the unfairness and the great disadvantage to me. and it is so simple and elementary 
for anyone to understand. 

As regards your proposal of yesterday, which you have amplılted ın your letter 
of September 24,1 have already sent you my reply. 

With regard toyour suggestion to bc allowed to addıess the raeeting of the Councıl, 
and if they feel like rejecting your “olfcr” the matter should bc put before öpen session 
and shouJd be alloıved to address the öpen session, let me ınform you that only a member or 
delegate ıs entıtled to participate ın the delıberations of the meelıngs of the Council or 
in the öpen session respectively. Besides it is a most extraordinary and unprecedented sug¬ 
gestion to makc. Hovievcr, I thank you for your advice. 

As regards your proposal for arbıtration and outisde guıdance, I have already 
replıcd to you, and ıt ıs not merely technically but a matter of substance. I fully recıprocate 
your desirc of securing a Congress-League settlement. 

Hovvcver, I regret I have failed to convince you and conven you as 1 was hopcful 
of doing so. 


Yours sıncerely, 
M. A, Jınnah. 


* 


* * 


September 26, 1944. 


Dear Quaid-i-Azam, 

In vicw of my letter to you of yesterday, left to myself, I would have refrained İrom 
deaJing with your letter before our roeeting today. But I have deferred to Rajaji’s adıvoe 
to finish the chaın of correspondence. 
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I cotıfess I am unable to understand your persistent refusal to appreciate the 
Tact that thc formula presented to you by me in my letter of the 24th, as well as the formula 
to you by Rajaji, gavc you virtually what is embodied in the Lahore resolution, providing 
at the same time what is absolutely necessary to make the arrangement aoceptable to the 
country. You keep on saying that I should accept certain thesis which you caH the basis 
and fundamental principles of the Lahore resolution, vvhile I have been contending that 
the best way for us who diifer in our approach to the problem is to give body to the demand 
as it stands in the resolution and work it out to our mutual satisfaction. İt is on this plan 
that 1 understand Rajaji’s formula to be conceived, and it is on the same plan that I have 
tried to work it out in the course of, and as a result of, our talks, I contend that either 
gives you the substance of the Lahore resolution. Unfortunately you reject both. And 
I cannot accept the Lahore resolution as you want me to, especially when you scek to 
introduce into its interpretation theories and daim which I cannot accept and which I 
cannot ever hope to induce India to accept. 

Your constant references to my not being clothed with representative authority 
are rcally irrelcvant. 1 have approached you so that, if you and 1 can agrce upon a com- 
mon course of action. I may use what influence I possess for its acceptance by the Cougress 
and the country. If you break, it cannot be because 1 have no representative capacity or 
bccausc I have been unvvilling to give you satisfaction in regard to the daim embodied 
in the Lahore resolution. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


* 


* * 


September 26, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I have received your letter of September 26 and I note that you have written it with 
Rajaji’s advjce. Of course, it is for you to follow such advice as you may choose to do so, 
but 1 arn only concemed for the moment with you. 1 note that at the last moment you 
have resurreeted the Gandhi-Rajaji formula, although it vvas shunted ali this time, and 
you proceed to say that this formula gives me virtually what is embodied ın the Lahore re¬ 
solution. You further say that on the same plan you have tried to formulatc your Utest 
proposals, as mentioned in your letter of September 24, and you maintain that either givet 
me the substance of the Lahore resolution. in your previous letter you asserted that your 
formula gives me the “essence” of the Lahore resolution, I see a very dose famıly resem- 
blance between the two, and the substance of one or the other is practıcally the same, 
only it is put in different language, and I have already expressed my opinion that, in my 
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judgment they neither meet the substance nor ossence of the Lahorc resolution. On the 
contrary, both are calculated completely to torpedo the Pakistan demand of Müslim India. 
I have never asked you to accept certain thcsıs, nor have I introduccd any theories in the 
Lahore resolution. Thesis and theories are matters for scholars to mdulgc m. 

I am sorry I have to repeat, but I anı compelled to do so, that I cannot agrce 
with you that my refercnces to your not being clothcd with representative authority are 
really irrelevant. On the contrary, they have an important bearing, as I have already ex- 
plained to you more than önce. You again repcat that ıf I and you can agree upon a com- 
mon course of action, you may use what influencc you possess for ıts acceptancc by the 
Congress and the country. T have already statcd fıom the very beginnmg that is not enough, 
for the reasons I have already given. Your representative capacity comes into play vvhen 
you are making counter-proposals, and I cannot understand how you can say that it ıs 
irrelevant. No responsible organization can entertain any proposal from any individual, 
however great he may be, unlcss it is backed up with the authority of a recognızed organiza¬ 
tion and comes from its fully accredited representative. Hoıvever. I need not labour thıs 
point any more, as I have already explained it in our previous correspondence, 

If a break comes, ıt will he because you have not satıshed me in regard to the 
essence uf the daim embodied in the Lahore resolution. It is not a question of your being 
untvilling, but in fact it is so. If a break comes, it wıll be most unfortunate. If onc does 
not agree with you or differs from you, you are always right and the other party is always 
wrong, and the next thing is that many are vvaitmg prepared, in your cırcle, to pıllory me 
when the \vord goes, but I must face ali threats and con5eqııcnces, and I can only act accord- 
ing to my judgment and conscıence 


Yours sıncerely, 
M A. Jınnah. 


* » 


i 


On 6th June 1947, Mr. Gandhi made cerlam suçgcstions lo Lord Mounlbatten 
regarding referendum in North Wçst Frontıer ete. The texl Ihereof 'vas contamed in the 
note of Mr. Ismay enelosed ın the letter to Mr. Gandhi. 


The Viceroy’s House, 
Nevv Delhi. 
7lh June, 1947. 

Dcar Mr. Gandhi, 

I enelose herevvith a copy of a note that 1 have sent to ihc Vıccroy, summansing 
the suggestions that you were good enough to put forward in the course of our talk yes- 
terday evening. 
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I very much hope that I have interpreted your views rightly, but if you should 
find any mistakes, I should be so glad ıf you would let rae know, in order that I may cor- 
rect the copy that I have given to the Viceroy. 

1 so much enjoyed our talk. 


(Enclosure to the above) 
1. North-West Frontıer Province. 


Yours sincerely, 
Ismay. 


sense: 


Mr. Gandhi suggests that H.E. should speak to Mr. Jinnah in the follovving 


“I am extremely anxious lest the referendum in NWFP should lead to bloodshed 
and blood feuds between brother and brother pathan, and I have becn wondering vvhether 
it could possibly be avoided. Now that you have got your Pakistan, would it not be wise 
foryou to go to the NWFP and speak to the people of the Province of whatever party they 
may be, includmg the present Ministry and thcir followers? You could explain what Pak¬ 
istan, which has hitherto been a vague expressıon, really is, and present your case in an 
attractive manner, in the hope that you vvili be able to woo them to become a Province 
of Pakistan, with perfect freedom to frame theır own Provincial constitution. 

“If you are sucoessful in your persuasion, the proposed referendum and ali that 
it involves wou]d be avoided. If you felt diposed to adopt this suggestion, I could, I think 
give you a positive assurance that the Khan Brothers andtheir foUovvers would meet you 
as friends and give you an attentivc hearing." 

Mr. Gandhi asked that if this appeal to Mr. Jinnah was unsuocessful, he (Mr. 
Gandhi) might be informed of the fact, in order that he might coıısider (he positıon again. 
Mr. Gandhi added that Abdul GhafTar Khan was so anxious about the permanent blood 
feuds which would result from the referendum, that he vvould go to almost any length, 
consıstent wıth honour, to avoid ıt. In the last resort, he would be prepared to advise his 
brother and his colleagues ın the Ministry to resıgn, and then to ask the Viceroy to put 
the NWFP under Section 93. 

Mr. Gandhi emphasised that he had not discııssed the above with his colleagues, 
and therefore, that it whould not be mentioned to anyone at this stage. 

2. Bengal and the Punjab. 

Mr. Gandhi suggested that Mr. Jinnah should be advised to try to win över West 
Bengal and Eastern Punjab to Pakistan by the same methods. 


130 



3. Co-operation between Mr. Jinaah and the Congress Leaders. 

Mr. Gandhi suggested that H.E. the Viceroy should speak in the following sense 
to Mr. Jinnah, when he found him in the nght mood to listen; 

“I am here to help both parties to reach agreement ın way that I can, and 1 regard 
this task not only as a pleasure, but as a duty, You must remember, however, that I cannot, 
in any event, be here forever. Now, therefore, that the decision has been made and you 
have your Pakistan, why do you not go yourself and talk svıth the Congress leaders as 
friends, and try to get a settlement between yourselves on ali the vanous poınts at issue? 
This would make for a much betler atmosphere than atlheııng to the practıce of only 
mectıng together under my chairmanship.” 

4. Agreements betvveeu HMG and the two Indian Domınions. 

Mr. Gandhi said that there was a lot of loose talk goıng about that HMG mıght 
have different agreements with Hindustan and Pakistan whıch vvould possıbly tend to 
favour one över the other. It was, therefore, important that an announcement should be 
made to the effect that it was HMG’s wish either to enter ınto tn-partıte arrangements 
wilh both the Dominions, or to have ıdentical bı-lateral agreements with each of Ihem: 
and that, iu any event, thcıe would be no qucstıon of differentiatıon. 

« * • 

On lOlh June 1947, Lord Mountbaitea wrote to Mr. Gandhi: 

The Viceroy’s House, 
Ne w E>elhi, 
lOth June 1947. 

Dear Mr Gandhi, 

Thank you so much for the admirable suggestions vıhıch you handed lo Lord 
Ismay. It is quite clcar that Mr. Jinnah is very preoccupied at the present time, üwing to 
the Müslim Leagtıe meetings in Delhi, but I will, of course, take the earliesı opportunity of 
mentioning to him the poiuts you made. 

I will do my best to convince him, but 1 hope you wiU not count too much on 
my intervention. 

I think the idea in the fourth paragraph of your note is a good one, and I will 
fol]ow it up wıth HMG. Perhaps the Prime Minister would givc an assurance ın debate 
in Parliament. 

Yours Sincercly, 

* • • Mountbatten 
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On llth June 1947, Mr. Gandhi replied to Lord Mountbattcn: 

As to the referendum in the Frontıcr Province 1 must conFcss that my idea does 
not commend ıtself to Pandit Nehru and his colleagues. As I told you, it' my proposal 
did not commcnd itself to thcm I wouId not have the heart to go any further wıth it. 

Thıs, hovvevcr, does not in any way affect my proposal that before proceedmg 
wıth the referendum, you should invite Quaid-i-Azam Jinnah to proceed to the Frontier 
Province and to woo the Ministers includmg Badshah Khan and his Khudai Khidmatgars 
who have made the Province what ıt is-better or vvorsc. Before he gocs, no doubt, he should 
be assured of a courteous hearmg from them. 


* % 


* 


On 12lh June 1947, Lord Mountbatten wrote to Mr. Gandhi; 

I spoke lo Mr. Jinnah along the hnes that you asked me and he has authorised 
me to rcply to you as follovvs. 

2. .Mr. Jinnah will gladly acccpt your suggestio.ıthatlıc should vısit the Frontier 
and put the case of Pakistan to the leaders and pcople up there, nrovıded you can obtam 
an undertakıng from the Congress that thcy wıll not iiitcrfcrc. 

5. He agrees wıth your view that by thıs means a referendum can be avoided 
and with it the risk of blooshed removed. 

4. 1 suggest that you should now conımunicate dırectly wııh hım in this matter, 
as I am leaving for Sımla tomorrovv. 

5. I am sendıng a copy of this letter to Mr. Jinnah. 




* * 


Thcrcafter following Jetters were exchangcd between Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi. 

New Delhi, 
13thJune. 1947 

Dear Quaid-i-Azam, 

His Eacellency the Vıceroy vvrites sayıng that ‘you wıll gladly accept my sugges- 
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tıon and put the case of Pakistan to the İcaders and the people thcre, provided I can obtain 
an undertaking from the Congress that they will not ınterfere.' 

I do not know what you mean by the undertaking from the Congress Ihat they 
will not ınterfere. 

Yours sincerely, 


* • 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 


M. K. Gandhi. 

New Delhi. 
13th June. 1947. 


I am in receipt of your letter of I3th June and I thought ıt was quıte clear what I 
meant that the Congress should undertake that they will not ınterfere wıth the people of 
the Frontier in any way whatsoever. 

Yours sinccrel), 


* * 


♦ 


Dear Quaid-e Azam. 


M.A. Jınnah. 

Ne w Delhi, 
I4th June, 1947. 


Yours of the 13th instanı was receıved when 1 wa5 at a mectıng. 

1 had hopcd that H.H. had noı clearly understood your meanıııg. 1 novv sce that 
I was mıstaken. 1 cannot ask the Congress lo commiı harakiri. 


Yours sinceıely. 


M K Gandhi. 

* * * 


MAJÖR W. H. GARDINAR 


Dear Majör Gardinar, 


26th July. 1941 


I must say that ıt vvas hıghly ımproper on the partof the Vıceroy, holding the 
posıtion he does, to have camassed the Müslim Leaguc Pıcnuers and olher Müslim Lea- 
guers. I feel tliat the Viceroy’.s conduct m appıoachıng them behind the back of the leader 
and the Executivc was most deplorable 

Yours sincerely, 


M. A. Jınnah 

• • « 
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GENERAL SIR DOUGLAS GRACY 


No. 475— G.G(c). Governor-General’s House, 

Karaahi. 
Camp, Quetta. 
İst September. 1948. 


£)ear Sir Douglas, 

Thank you for your letter No. 0008/1/C in C, dated the 26th August 1948 

I have passed on a copy of your letter to the Vice-President, Quaid-i-Azanı’s 
Relief Fuud and I have gıven my approval to the grant of Rs. 3 lakhs from Quaid-i-Azam’s 
Relief Fund to enable you to defray the ınıtial expenses for the resettlement of soldierre- 
fugees in the Thal Project. 


Your sıncerely, 
M. A. Jinıiah. 


* * * 

SIR ABDULLAH HAROON 


Nandi Hili Station. 
(Bangalore) 

13th May, 1941. 


Dear Sir Abdullah Haroon, 

I have received your two letters of the 3rJ May. Yes, ıt ıs very sad some of our 
Leaguers are easıly moved and make ill-considered and ırresponsıble utterances and some- 
times they are influenced by their irnmediate personal consıdcratıon. That should not 
dıshearten es and specially a veteran like yourself. 

I am very glad that Syed and others with your full support and co-operation 
are carrying on vyork of organızıng the Mussalmans of Sınd. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


• * 
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Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HiU, 

Bombay. 

21.st January, 1942. 

Dear Sir Abdullah, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 16th along with a copy of the memorandum 
submitted by you to His Excellency the Vıceroy and I shall await the result. 

Of course I have bcen watching the devclopments in Sind wıth very keen interest. 

As regards my programme 1 can only teli you tentatively that 1 hope to be in 
Delhi in the fîrst week of February and I have also accepted an engagement m Bengal 
to presidc över the conference of the Bengal Provincial Müslim Lcague at Sirajganj, on 
the 14th and 15th of February. 

I fully realıse that the situation in Sind is very appallıng and unbearable, but the 
only course öpen to us is to organise our people as a disciplined natıcn and the other thîngs 
must follosv. It requ]res time and patıence and .strenuous and constant clforts. I feel con- 
fidenı that we shall come out successful in the end 

Hoping you are well, with kind regards, 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jınnah, 


* * * 

2nd February. 1942. 

Dear Sir Abdullah, 

Conİlcting reports are appeanng m the newspaper.s and 1 cannot understand 
the situation in Sind regarding the Mınistry. I also had a talk wıth Mr. Yusuf and I hope 
that you will ali stand together and abide by the understandıng that was arrived at Karachı. 
(1) with regard to Mır Bande Ali’s resıgnation I have not been able to asccrtain what the 
agreement was. 1 understand from Mir Bande Ali that he svas not bound lo resıgn on the 
15th of February, as he has not committed hımsclf to do so. 

If that is correct, in that case no qucstion arises of anyone of the members of the 
Müslim League ın the mmıstry resıgnıng and the present mınistry must contınue and ıf 
the Congress or Hindus wish to break the mınistry m order to get theır man in. we must 
face the con5equences, and let thcm break ıt. It will bc far nıore honourable to sıt on the 
opposition benches than to be dıctatcd to by a fe\v ındıviduals. 

(2) If Mir Bande Ali is bound to «-esign then Khuro and Shaikh Abdul Majid 
should also resign and if they cannot form 1’ c minıstry without Mir Bande Ali, as what the 
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Müslim League considers proper then let others form the minıstry and we s hail as honourable 
men, occupy the opposıtion benches. 

If anyone merely Tor the sake of keepıng his mınıstership tries to come to some 
other arrangement, ıheCouncıl of theSind Provincial Müslim League should declare publicly 
that, he does not represent the Müslim League and dısciplınary aetion must be laken against 
him Tor having acted in his individual capacity över the head of the Müslim League. 

Please be hrm and 1 am conhdent that the NVorking Committee and the Councıl 
of the All-India Müslim League wıll stand by ıt. Also please let me know as soon as pos- 
sible, the correct position. I had fully discussed the matter with Shaikh Abdul Majid when he 
was in Bombay recently and he had agreed that this is the only honourable course for 
us to adopt. 


Hopıng you are vvell, vvıth kınd regards, 


« * * 


Yours smcerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


MR. HASHAM PREMJI 

Bombay 
23rd May, 1944. 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Mr. Chaıwala and Mr. Chundrigar had approaohed mc on your very kınd recom- 
mendatıons vvith regard to the All-India Müslim League Economic Planning Committee. 
I et me ıhank you most sincerely for the high honour and very kınd regards you have alvvays 
kept for me and I am really and sincerely grateful to you for this. 

As you know I am alvvays ready and vvıllmg to help you in every matter con- 
cerned vvith the economic betterraent of the Muslıms, and vvhatcveı lıttle abilıty I have ıs 
at your disposal for this purpose. It ıs hovvever extemely diffieult for mc m vıew of my 
personal and busıness conneclions to sıgn the pledge for any polıtical party, and accordingiy 
1 told Mr. Chaivvala that vvhere as 1 vvould be ready to coopıerate and help the committee 
ın the best possıble vvay, it vvould not be possıblc for me to sign the pledge of the I eaguc 
as Mr. Chundrigar ıvished me to do. I trust you will understand the above position of 
mine in the cOrrecl spırit. 

I trust you are quite vvell. With the kındest regaids to self and Mıss Jinnah from 
myself, my vvife and famıly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Hasham Premji. 

* * 
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Houseboat ‘'Queen Elizabeth”. 
Opposite G.P.O. 

Srinagar, Kashmir. 

3rd June, 1944. 

Dcar Mr. Hasham Premjı, 

I am receipt of your letter of May 23rd, and I thank you for ıt. I have carefully 
considered your letter, and beg to say that there is no need for you to be a member of any 
Primary or Dıstrict Müslim League as a necessary qualification for your serving on the 
proposed Planning Conmittee. I am glad that you are vvillıng to serve on this Commıttee 
and 1 am considering the various namcs and hope to be able to announce it very soon. 

I was very sorry to hear that in the rccent accıdcnt in Bombay you were hurt 
and sonıe damage was done to your property. I sincerely hope that you are now quite well 
and that no serious harm was done to your property. 

Please accept very kınd regards to you both from Miss Jinnah and myself. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


* « * 

MR. HAS.AN AHMAD 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hill, 

Bombay 

1 Iıh October, 1941. 

Dear Mr Haşan Ahmad, 

I am receıpt of your letter of the 29üı of September, and 1 am enclosıng herewıth 
my statement which I hope will meet your requıremenis. 

“Durıııg the last few years the Ali Indıa Müslim League and the great 
Muslini naiion have been full/ organızcd such as they havc never before been in the history 
of Dritısh İndia. Constant appeals have been made to me for some time past, that this 
great organızation .should have a propedy controlled and supervised Englısh Daily, which 
woukl authoTitatıvely exp>ound the views and e.xpress the opınion and sentiment of Müslim 
İndia, who are handicapped for want of such a channel, so essential in these days. İn res- 
ponse to these appeals from ali quartcrs of the country, I am glad that, at last, an Englısh 
Weekly, the DAWN, is founded and establıshed m Delhi, the Capital city of Indıa, which 
is at present the nerve centrc of ali polıctical activıtıcs. 
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The DAWN will mirrorfaithfully thc views of Müslim India and the AlJ-India Müslim 
League in ali its activities—economic, educaıional and social and more particularly 
political throughout the country, fearlessly and independently; and whıle its policy will 
be, no doubt, mainly to advocate and Champion the cuase of the Musalmans and the policy 
and programme of the Ali India Mııslim League, it will not neglect the cause 
and welfare of the peoples of this sub-contınent generallj'. 

I may make it clear that the DAWN has nothing to do with thc scheme of the 
Bombay Presidency Press and Propaganda Fund, which was only confined to the Western 
Zone, nor will it. in any way be financed from the funds of the Ali India Müslim 
League. It is entirely an independent venture as an effort made by a few individuals 
in the shape of a small beginning 

I, therefore, fervently appeal specially to every Musalman to support thıs venture 
in every way he can, and become its subscribcr and reader. It will entirely depend upon the 
public now to prove thc earnestness and desıre which they have exhıbıted so long for an 
organ of ıhis character by supporting it, and upon their support and sympathy will depend 
the consideration of convcrting this small paper mto a fîrst class English Daily. 

I sincerely trust that the Musalmans wıll rcalıse the inıportance of this effort. 
It ıs the small beginnings that İcad to great things and with ali thc support that I expect 
from the Musalmans, I cannot see any reason why we should not be able to convert the 
DAWN into a first class English Daily very soon”. 


Yours sincerely 

M. A. Jinnah 


* * 


* 


DR. SIR MOHAMMAD IQBAL 

In the Foreword to ‘Letters of lqbal to Jinnah’, Quaid-i-Azam wrote: “I think 
thcse letters are of a great historical importance, particularly those which esplain his views 
m clear and unambiguous terms on the political future of Müslim India. His views wcre 
substantially in consonancc with my uwn and had fînally led me to the same conciusions as 
a result of careful examination and study of the constitutional problems facing India, 
and found cxpression in due course in the united will of Müslim India as adumberated 
in the Lahore resolulion of the Ali India Müslim League, popularly known as the “Pak¬ 
istan Resolution”. The booklet contains 13 letters written by Dr. Iqbal to Quaid-e-Azam 
between May 1936 to November 1 *137. Here are the two ımportant letters 


138 



Confidential 


Lahore, 

28th May, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you so much for your letter which reached me m due course. I am g'ad to 
hear that you wdl bear in mind that I vvrote to you about the changes in the constıtution 
aud programme of the League. I have no doubt that you fully realıse the gravity of the 
situation as far as Müslim Indıa is concerned. The league wıll have to finally decide vvhether 
it will remain a body representmg the upper classes of Indian Muslims or Müslim masses 
who have so far, with good reason, taken no interest in ıt. Personally I believe that a poli- 
tical organisation which gives no promıse of ımprovıng the lot of the average Müslim 
cannot attract our masses. 

Under the new constitution the higher posts go to the sons of upper classes; 
the smaller ones go to the friends or relatıves of the minısters. İn other matters too our 
polıtıcal institutions have never thought of ımproving the lot of Muslims generally. The 
problem of bread is becoıning more and more acute. The Müslim has begun to feel that 
he has been going down and down during the last 200 years. Ordınarıly he believes that 
his poverty is due to Hindu monty-lendmg or eapitalism. The percept'on that ıı ıs equally 
due to foreıgn rule has not yet fully come to him. But it is bound to come. The atheıstic 
socialism of Javvaharlal is not lıkety to receive much response from the Müslim The 
questıon therefore ıs: how ı» it possible to solve the problem of Müslim poserty? And the 
vvhole futurc of the League depends on the League’s actıvıty to solve this question. If the 
League can give no such promise 1 am sure the Müslim masses will remain ındıfferent to it 
as before. Happily there is a solution in the enforcement of the Law of İslam and ils further 
development in the light of modern ideas. After a long and careful study of Islamic Law 
I have come to the conciusion that if thıs system of I..aw ıs pıopcrly understood and applied, 
at last the ııght to subsistence is securcd to everybody. But the enforcement and develop¬ 
ment of the Sharıat of İslam is impossıble in this country vvithout a free Müslim state or 
States. This has been my honest convıctıon for many years and I stili belıcve this to be the 
only way to solve the problem of bread for Muslims as well as to secure a peaceful Indıa. 
If such a thing ıs impos.sible in luJia the only other alternative ıs a cıvil war which as a 
matter of fact has been going on for some time in the shapc of Hındu-Muslim riots. I fear 
that in certaın parts of the country, e.g. N W. India, Palestine may be repeated. Also the 
insertion of Jasvaharlal’s socialism ınto the budy-polıtıc of Hınduism is likely to cause 
much bloodshed among the Hındus themselvcs. The issue beısveen social democracy and 
Brahmanism is not dissimılar to the one bet>vcen Brahmanısm and Buddhism. Whether 
the fate of socialism >vill be the same as the fate of Buddhism ın India I cannot say. But ıt 
is clear to my mınd that ıf Hındusim accepts soeiai democracy it must necessanly cease 
to the Hindusim. For İslam the acceptanoe of social democracy in some suitable form 
and consistent wıth the legal principles of İslam ıs not a revolution but a return to the 
orıginal purity of İslam. The modern problems therefore. are far more easy to solve for the 
Muslims than for the Hindus. But as I have said above in order to make ıt possible for 
Müslim India to solve the problems it is nccessary to redistrıbute the country andto provide 
one or more Müslim States with absolute m^orıties. Don’t you think that the time for such 
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a dcmand has already aırived"^ Perhaps this is the best reply you can give to the atheistic 
socialism of Jawaharlal Nehnı. 

Anyhow I have given you my own thoughts m the hope that you will give them 
serious consideration either in your address or in the discussion of the coming session 
of the League. Müslim Indıa hopes that at thıs serious juncture your genius will discover 
some way out of our present difficultıes. 


Yours sincenely, 
Mohammad 1qbal 




Lahore, 

June 2İst. 1937. 

Pn'vate and Confidentia! 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you so much for your lettcr which 1 received yesterday. 1 know you are 
a busy man; but I do hope you won’t mind my vvriting to you so often, as you are the only 
Müslim in India today to whom the community has a right to look up for safe guidance 
through the storm whıch is coming to North-West India, and perhaps to the whole of 
India. I teli you that we are actually living in a State of cıvil war whjch, but for the poliçe 
and military, would bccome universal in no time. During the last fcw months thcre has been 
a serıes of Hindu-Muslim nots in India. In North-West India alone thcre have been at 
least three riots during the last three months and at least four cases of vılifîcation of the 
prophet by Hındus and Sikhs. In each of thesc four cases, the vilifier has been murdered. 
There have also been cases of burning of the Koran in Smd. I have carefully studied 
the vvholc situation aivi belicve that the real cause of these events ıs neither religious nor 
economic It ıs purely politıcal, i.e. the desire of the Sikhs and Hindus to intimidate Mus- 
lims even m the Müslim majority provınces. .4nd the new constitution is such that even 
in the Müslim majority provınces, the Muslims arc made entirely dependent on non-Mus- 
lims. The result i.s that the Müslim Ministry can take no proper action and are even driven 
to do ınjusiice to Muslims partly to pleasc those on whom they depend, and partly to 
shovv that Ihcy are absoiutely ımpartial. Thus it is clear that we have our specific reasons 
to reject this constitution It secms to me that the nevv constitution is devised only to placate 
the Hindus. In the Hindu majority provinccs, the Hindus have of course absolute majontıes, 
and can ignore Muslims, altogether In Müslim majority provinces, the Muslims are made 
cfitırely dependent on Hindus. 1 have no doubt in my mind that this constitution is calcula- 
ted to do infînite harm to the Indian Muslims, Apart from this it is no solution of the eco¬ 
nomic problem whıch is so acute among Muslims. 


140 



The only thing that the communal award crants to Mıuiımc ic n, 
of their political eaisteacc ia India. But such a reooga.tion graated to a peo5L'whomÎhi" 
constıtutıon does not and caanot help in sovling the.r problem of poverty can be of no 
value to them^ The Congress Presıdent has denıcd the pol.tıcal cxistence of Muslims in 
no unmısUkable tcrms. The other Hindu political body, i e. the Mahasabha whom I re- 
gard as the real representatıve of the masscs of the Hmdus. has Jeclared more than önce 
that a United Hındıı-Muslım nation ıs impossıble in Tndia. In these cırcumstances it is 
obvious that the only way to peaceful India is a redistrıbution of the country on the lınes 
of racial, rcligıous and linguistic affinities. Many British statesmen also realısc thıs, and 
ıhe Hindu-Muslim riots which are rapıdly comıng in the vvake of this constitution are 
sure further to öpen their eyes to ıhe real situation in the country. I remember, Lord Lothian 
told me before I left England that my seheme was the only possıble soluuon of the troubles 
of India, but that ıt would take 25 years to come. Soıne Muslims in the Punjab are already 
suggesting the holding of a North-West India Müslim Conference, and tne idea is rapıdly 
spreading. I agree with you, hoıvever, that our communıty ıs not yet suflScıently organısed 
and disciplined and perhaps the time for holding such a conference is not yet ripe. But 
1 feel that ıt would be hıghly advsiable for you to indicate ın your address at least the 
İme of aetion that the Muslims of North-West India would be finally driı^en to take. 


To my miııd the new constitution vvith its ıdea of a sıııgle Indian federation is 
coınpleıely hopeless. A separate federation of Müslim provinces, reformed on the lınes 
I have suggested above, is the only course by whıch we can secure a peaceful India and 
saye Muslims from the domınation of non-Mushms. Why should not ıhe Muslims of 
North-West India and Bcngal be consicercd as nations entitled to self-determınation just 
as other nations ın India and outside India are? 


Personally 1 think that the Muslims of North-We5t India and Bengal oughl at 
pıcsent, to ignore Müslim ınmoıity provmee.s, Thıs is tiıe best course to adopt m the in- 
terests of both Müslim majority and mino'ity provinces. It will therefore be bette: to hold 
the Corning session of the Lcague ın the Punjab, and not in a Müslim minonty provınce. 
The month of August ıs bad m Lahure. I thmk you should serıously consıder the advısa- 
bility of holding the co.Timg s<;ssıon at Lahorc ın the mıddle of October when the weather 
is quıte good m Lahorc. The interest ın the All-Indıa Muslıuı Ix;ague is rapidly growıng 
ın the Punjab, and the holding of the com’ug session in Lahore is lıkcly to give a tresh 
political awakenıng to the Punjab Muslims. 


Yours sıncerely, 

Mohammad Iqbal 
(Bar-at-Law). 

Unfortunately Quaid-i-Azanı’s replies are not available. In the Foreword to the 
above booklct, Quaid-ı-Azam explaıned: “It is, hosvever, much to be regretted that my 
owıı replies to Iqbal are not available. Dunng the penod under referenoe I worked alone 
unassisted by the benefit of a personal staff and so dıd not retain duplıcate copics of the 
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numerous letters that I had to dispose of. I made enquiries from the Trustees of Iqbar9 
estate at Lahore and was informed that my letters are not traceable.” 

Dealing with “Jinnah—Iqbal Correspondence”, in an article m the Pakistan 
Times dated 25th December, 1955, Muhammad Shafi wrote as follovvs: 

İt is a great pity that, not realising the grcat historical importance of the cor¬ 
respondence between thesc two savants, their letters were not preserved. 1, however, vivıdly 
remember that the letters of the Ouaıd-i-Azam to Allama lqbal alvvays contained a res- 
ponsive note to the latter’s suggestion regarding the destiny of the Indıan Muslims. The 
only difference was that, beıng more practical, the Quaid-i-Azam did not ıgnore the rcal 
facts of the Müslim sıtuatıon. He vvanted to take his people wıth him and not to go too 
fast, and leave them far behınd. After a careful enaminatıon and study of the Constitu- 
tional problem facing India, Quaid-i-Azam had come to the same conciusion in 1937 as 
the One arrivcd at by Allama Iqbal namely partjtioning of the country on relıgıous, cultural 
and linguistic affinıties. But he vvas reluctant to nıake a publıc commitment in this behalf 
before Ihe opportune time. In one of his letters to the poet I remember Mr. Jinnah wrote 
as follows, “I fully agree with you that the polıtical objeetive of the Indian Muslims must 
be stated clearly and unequıvocally. But there are practical diffıcultics”. Amongst the 
practical dıfhculties enumerated by him vvas the fact that “oıır people are politically 
unorganised, educationally backvvard and financially novvhere”. Quaid-i-Azam added: “I 
want to puU them up step by step and before making them run I want to be sure that 
they are capable of standing on their own legs.” 


LORO 1RWIN 


Maiden’s Hotel, 
Delhi, 

31st October, 1927. 


(Prlvale and confidential) 

My dear Lord Irvvin, 

After my İQterview with you today I have been revolving things över and över 
again in my mind, and I feel I must wTİte a fevv lines, trusting you will not consider it pıe- 
sumptuouB on my part to do so. Besides I feel ali the more impelled to do it, as 1 have 
oome to regard you, if I may say so, with sinceıe respect and affeetion, and therefore parti- 
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cularly I should not like any big move to be marrcd by a m.stake during Your Eaceliency’s 
regıme, and With whıch your name may be associated. May I therefore most respectfully urge 
you, ıf İt be possıble even at this lata stage, to do your utmost and secure the inciusion 
ol at least two Indıans on the Commissîons, who would command the confidenoe of polı- 
tical-minded Hindus and Musalmans? It would thcn sufficiently implement the scheme 
and with the C^mmittee of the Central Legislature, who wıll examıne the recommendations 
of the Commission in consultation with the Joint Parliamentary Committee before the 
introductıon of the Bili inlo Parliament, will win the support of the better mind of Indıa. 

I do hope that Your Excellency wiU give a serious thought to these few lincs 
I have ventured to address. T have fuUy discussed the pros and cons and ali the reasons, 
so it would be no use repeating them again here; but I sincerely hope yet that the situation 
may be saved. 

With very kind regards, Yours very sincerely, 

M. A. Jmnah 

* * * 

Viceregal Lodge, 

Delhi. 

İst November, 1927. 

(Confidenlial) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you very much for your aote. I am grateful to you for writing and for 
vvhat you say. 

Through I can assurc you that everylhnıg you said yesterday had been very fully 
weighed, I have givcn careful thought again to your suggestions. 

I fear though that it is scarcely feasiblc at thıs stage to do vvhat you vvould wish; 
and indeed though 1 fully appreciate the force of the objection that may be taken to the 
P.C. perse, I am not sure that I feel as conhdent as you that our path vvould be soıoothed, 
even if it wcre possible to act upon your suggestıon. 

But of coursc this is surmise, and may be vvrong. and I stili hope that vvhen Indian 
opinion 1,1 able to weigh the vvhole scheme together, they may be disposed to attach greater 
importance than you at prescnt antıcıpate to the establishment of thatcontact betvveen the 
British Parliament and the Indian Legislature. To my mind this, if ıt takes shape. will 
stand in history as a new and povverful constılutional precedent a convention whıch may 
well exercise an inhuence in the furturc development of Anglo-Indian reiations of a \«ry 
far-reaching character. 

Yours sincerely. 


Irvvin. 



Mount Pleasant Roa< 
Malabar Hill, 
Bombay. 

3rd December, 1929. 


Dear Lord Irwin, 

This is just to inform Your Exoellency that I have had a long Jnterview witl 
Mr. Gandhi, and Mr. Patel and his brother, Vallabhai, werc preseni at thc interview. 
need not trouble you with detaıl , but finally we came to the conclusıon that it would t 
desirable if Your Excellency can meet the following gentlemen on the 23rd December ; 
Delhi; Mr. Gandhi, Pandit Motılal Nehru, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. Mr. V.J. Patel (t) 
President) and myself. It was arragned that Mr. Gandhi was U> communicate with Pand 
Motilal and obtain his assent and I was to write and ubtain the assent of Sir Tej Bahadı 
Sapru. Aocordingly, I am writing to Sir Tej Bahadur today. As soon as we obtain the conscı 
of Pandit Motilal and Sir Tej Bahadur wıth regard to this course of action, Mr. Patel w 
writc to Your Excellency requesting you to invıte thcm to meet you at Delhi on 23rd Decer 
bcr. The draft of Mr. Patel’s intended letter to Your Excellency was settied between ourse 
ves, and I trust Your Excellency will find it satisfactory when you receıve it. I may teli Yoı 
Excellnecy that I am hopeful if such a meeting cou d take placc and we can have a frar 
talk, because I am left wıth the impression that Mr. Gandhi himself is reasonable. 

Yours very sıncerel 
M. A. Jinna 


* * 


* 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay, 

14th December, 1929. 

Dear Lord Irwin, 

With rcference to my previous letter, I understand that, beforc Pandit Moiı 
Nehıu received the communication from Mr. Gandhi, an interview bctvi'een Your Exc( 
leney and Pandit Motilal vvas fixed up, and therefore it was considercd unnecessary, 
any rate for the present, to carry out the original idea, which I placed before Your E 
oelleney (in my previous letter). Of course, I should like to know the resıılt of the intervû 
and await furtlıer development. 

Yours very siocere 
M. A. Jinnij 


* 


* ♦ 
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TELEGRAM DATED 20TH DECEMBER 1929 


M. A. Jinnah Esq., to Viceroy. 

Arriving Delhi, Sunday, Frontier Mail, Maiden’s Hotel. 


* 


* * 


Viceroy’s House, 
New Delhi- 

{Private and confidential) March 3rd, 1930 

My dear Mr. Jinnah 

I have been giving careful thought to the wider issues involved ın the Govern- 
ment’s proposals for the special protective measures ın regard to cotton piece-goods; and 
I am particularly anxious, hrst that thesc proposals should receıve a faır consideratıon 
on thcir nıents, and, secondly, that the representativcs of the unofficialpartıes should have 
the fulicst opportunity to gct to understand the technıcal aspects of the question on the 
Government’s reasons for putting forward proposals in this particular form 

At the samc time I feel sure that you vvili agree with ine that it would be most 
unfortunate if any public utteranccs were irade by important political spcakers which 
mıght exacerbate public opinion eitheı here or in England before there has been time 
fully to apprecıate ali the bearings of the proposals. 

Thcse considerations leod meto suggest to you that it would be in the public interest 
if the special question of the protective duties was to be kept out of the general discussion 
on the budget on March 4th and îth. This qucstion has in point of fact no conneetion 
wıth the general budget proposals and does not a ppreciably affect the hnancial results of 
those proposals. (It mıght, in this conneetion, interest you to know that the aetual financial 
result of the protective proposals is estimated to be a slight diminutıon in revenue owıng 
to thcir protedtive effect as compared with that of a 15 per çent import duty standing alone.) 

The more convenient oocasion for debating the protective proposals might 
perhaps be conneeted with the spedal Cotton Duties Bili whıch has been introduced by 
Sir George Rainy. 

İf this vievv is accepted, I suggest that it would be valuable, as a preliminary to 
the debate in the Assembly that a full and frank discussion should takc place privately 
between a few seleeted representatives of the unoHicıal parties and the two Members of the 
Government who are chiefly concerned, i e., the Commerce and Finance Members. Should 
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this course commend itseJf to you, I will intruct Sir George Rainy and Sır George Schuı 
to arrange with you Tor a meeting at the earliest possible opportunity. 

I turst that you will give this letter your very careful consideration, believing a 
do that you are no Icss concerned than I am about the larger issues which are no w concemi 
us. 

Yours sıncerel 
Irwi 

♦ ♦ * 


March 4th, 1930 


Dear Lord Irwin, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 3rd March 1930, I shall be glad to meet S 
George Rainy and Sır George Schuster as suggestcd by you; and ıt may help to a certai 
extent, but I think that having regard to the importancc of the issue Your Excellency shoul 
step in before any hnal conciusions are arrived at by the Government of Indıa. and if nece 
ssary meet the leadıng non-ofücıal members. 


Yours sıncerely 
M. A. Jinnah 

* * * 

Mount Pleasant Road 
Malabar Hili, 
Bombay. 

April 5th, 1930. 

{Privaıe and confidentıcl} 

Dear Lord frwin, 

Since our talk whcn I again and again pressed Vour Excellency that at any rate th« 
date of the Conference should be lixed and announced without delay, I am getting mon 
and more anxious about the announcement of the date. Please do not allovv any furtheı 
delay in tlıe matter. 

It will ıntcrest Your Exceliency to read the cditonal article which appeared in lhx 
Daily Mail, Bombay, whıch I enclose herewıth. The latter part of the article you will ob- 
serve runs on the same lines as 1 was urging upon you. 

Yours very sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

• ■ * 
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Viceroy’s Camp, 
April lOth, 1930. 


(Private and confidential) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you very much for your letter of 5th Apnl and the cutting, which I read 
with mterest. I vvili not forget what you said to me about the ımportance of an early announ- 
cement. I fuliy realisc the force of argument on that side. 


Yours sıncerely, 
Irwin. 


* * 




Viceregal Lodge, 

SimJa. 

Apnl 24th, 1930. 


[Secret) 

Dear Mr. Jmnah, 

Since I saw you last I have been in communicatıon with the Secretary of State 
about the datc of the Conference, and though a dehnıte decision has not yet been arrived 
at, I have good hopes that the Conference wıll be conveııed tn London about second or 
thırd vveek of October. 1 hope ihat it W'll shortly be possıble fo make an announcement 
to this effect. You will in the mcantime of course keep thıs Information strictly confidential. 

I have just been wrıting to Sapru sayıng that 1 should have thought that sane 
and moderate people like hımself ought to be able to find an opportu.nity of coming out 
strongly wıth a statement condemning the ınethoJs of those who follow the crecd of civil 
disobedience. Do you feci that you yourself could do anything on these lines? 


Yours very sincerely. 

Irwin. 


* 


4i 
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Circuit House, 
Sukkur. 

April 26th, 1930. 

(Privale) 

Dear Lord Irwin, 

1 received your letter of the24th instant here today and I was glad to get the in- 
formation. Of course you will remember that I was of opmion that the movement of civil 
dısobedıence was really serious. but it is made for more serious owing to delay and silence 
on the part of the Government ali these months .since the announccment vvas made in 
November last. Then came unfortunately theTarifl'Bill.There ıs no other course except that 
you must get the move on and make the announcement as soon as yon can. Of course 
I am pained to And that owing to delay, and silence, the country has 
gotbeforeit only one side of the question, vvhich has received the greatest publicity 
and ex parte propaganda has göne on so long that at preseni it has reached fever 
heat, but Government alonc can put the alternative before the pcople and the sooner it is 
done the better. Sane and nioderate peoplc cannot deliver the goods. They can only offer 
counsel of perfeetion vvhich vvıll not go far to meet the sıtuation. 

I shall be the Krst to seıze the opportunıty and do ali I can to condemn the methods 
vvhich I have already disapprovcd on more than onc occasion rcccntly.provided there is a de- 
finite and clear alternative;for ıt ıs only then that ıt may provc effective.l am convınocd that 
my country does not stand to gam by methods of those vvho follovv the creed ofcivil diso- 
bedience. I have great faith in you. and 1 trust you, but you must move faster than you 
are going at preseni; and as a frıend of İndia must move wıth the greatest caution in dcaling 
vvith the situation vvhich is both serious and unprecedented. 

1 am here for two or three vveeks m conneetion vvith a professional engagement 
and it is not possible for me to do much from here except to vvait and vvateh the events, 
but as soon as you make the announcement, I may be in a position to express my vıevvs 
and do vvhat I can to hc.p. 

There i.s one important matter about vvhich I vvant you to give me your consi- 
dered vievvs when we meet or before if you can. Hovv far you vvould or/and the Govern¬ 
ment of İndia vvould support constitutıonal advance. I thmk that, unless you co-operate 
vvith the re(>resentatıves of İndia, the Conference may break dovvn. There must be some 
agrccment at least betvveen you and me as to vvhat should be the utmost extent of advance 
vvhich you vvould support. I trust you vvili understand me. The question novv ıs not so 
much vvho goes to ıhc Conference; but vvhat vvili it bring? 


Yours very sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

• * V 
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Circuit House, 
Sukkur. 

(Prirate) May 20th, 1930. 

Dear Lord Invin, 

I am in reccipt of your Jetter of the 13ıh ınstant for which I thank you. 

T have carefully considered the question you put to me whether or not we should 
have a session of the Assembly m July and taking ali the cırcumstances and the present 
situation jointly into my consideration I am inchned to say that no useful purpose will 
be served by holding or summoning the session m July. It would be far better if vve now were 
to conccntrate on the Conference and push ıt on as rapidly as possible. I m glad the date 
is fixcd, though not as early as I had wished. As to other matters 1 shall talk to you vvhen 
we meet vvhich I hope may be very soon, Assembly or no Assembly. I thınk I shall get back 
to Bombay about the cnd of this month, and îf it would suit you, 1 can run up to Simla 
for a few days in the first week of June. Please let me know if this will be convenıent to 
you. 


More vvhen we meet. 


Yours very sinccrciy, 
M. A. Jmnah. 

* * * 

Telegram dated İ4th May, 1930 ftom the Viceroy to Mr. M.A. Jimab, Bombay. 

No. 66-S.T. Your letter May 20th Very pleased to see you vvhcncver you come 

Simla. 


* 


4 


4 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

June 4th, 1930. 


Dear Lord Irvvin, 

I have leeeived your letter dated the 31st. ultimo for which I thank you. I have 
noted that the Session of the Assembly will take place on the 7th July. Under thesc cir- 
cumstances I have decided to postpone my visıt to Simla unless there ıs anything that you 
wish to talk to me earlier. In that case please let me knovv and l can come up at any time 
that may suit you. 
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With regard to thc question of elections I must confess that as the programme 
suggested by me could not be gıven cffect to, and as the date for the Round Table Con- 
ference is now fixed for the 20th October, it does introduce elements which may require re- 
vision and reconsideration of the originat idea; and of course you are the best judge under 
the circumstanccs. But stili I am of opinion that the elections should be held after tJıe Round 
Table Conference if possible. 

Yours very sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * * 


Viceregal Lodge, 

Simla. 

June 17th, 1930. 

{Privaie) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have bcen thinkıng över the conversatıon we had the othcr dav about the future 
of constitutional reform, and I am a good deal dısturbed by an impression left by it on 
my mind to the eflect that there was genume doubt in many quaterers as to the spirit in 
which I personally was inchned to approach thc problem. Naturally I am not abJe at this 
stage to speak for the Government of Indıa or for His Majesty s Government, but I can 
daim to know my own mind, and I should be sorry if you, or indeed any onc else. were to 
be under any misapprehension of the şort of line I shall desıre to take. I have ncver had 
any doubt that Great Britian ought to be Avillıng to concur at the forthcoming revision 
of the constıtutıon in arrangements that would give to Indıa the fulicsl measure of self- 
governmcnt, compatıble with adequate provısion being made for what 1 conccive to be such 
essential points as foıeign polıcy, dcfence, ıntcrnal security. the position of minoritıcs, and 
the States. I shall throw ali the influence that I possess ınto the scale of such an endeavour, 
and I have ncver beJieıod that it would be impossıble, ıf we could succeed m recapturing 
mutual trust. to reach aı agreement on these lines. Certainly I do not thınk that any finer 
piece of work can be given to any of us than to be allotved to share in such an aitempt-and, 
in spite of every dıscouragemenl and mısunderstanding of these days, I hold unfalteringiy 
by my personal faith that it can be done. 

I have said morc than I meant—but I Ict it go as I have dıctated—although when 
I began I dıd not desire to do more than to reassure you as precisely as I can as to the 
object 1 wish to kcep before myself when we come to the point of having to place our cons- 
truetive proposals before His Majesty’s Government. 

Yours sincerely, 
Irwin. 

4i 4i ^ 





Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

Dear Lord Irwin, June 24th, 1930. 

Many thanks for your letter. As far as 1 can see at present there is fundamental 
difference between the Government and thosc who are responsible for cjvil disobedience 
and there are too many people concemed as interveners and the matter has been stirred up 
too much. Under these circumstances 1 do not thmk there is much hope for any adjust- 
ment at present unless the Government are prepared to yield. Hovvever I hope that 1 may be 
able to put something concrete taefore you when I come to Sımla for the Assembly sessions. 

1 am very anxious that the names of the representativcs who are going to be invıted 
to the Conference should not be published tıll the end of August or the beginning of Sep- 
tember and I may request you to let me see the list of the invitees before you finally decıde 
upon the names, so that I may be in a posıtion to make such suggestion as it may strike 


Of course it will be for you ultimately to decide who should be invited. This can 
be done while I am at Sımla. 

Yours very sincefely, 
* * * M. A. Jınnah. 

Telegram, üated I6th Jnty, 1930. 

From Viceroy lo Secretary of State, 

I saw Jinnah this afternoon who was greatly disturbed at reports ın papers of 
any decision being made and announced now about Opposition parties beıng formally 
assucıated wıth Conference. İn his own words he thought any such action would bc disas- 
trous, though he fully appıeciated neccssity of carrying them along. He thought ıt would 
not be impossıble to get thıs eftected r^ith geneıal consent when they get to London, but I 
am certain that on immediate point he represents what wouId be general view now. 


• » » 

Telegram, Dated 24th Jıdy, 1930. 

From Secretary of State to Vicerory, 

Private and Personal. Follotving me.ssage from Jinnah, dated Bombay, July 19thhas been 
received by Prime Minisier;- 

Begins. Inciusion of representativcs of Opposition dısastrous. Pleasc do not 
agree. Hnds. 

Following reply from Prime Ministcr t\as sent yesterday for delivery by Private 
Secretary, Govemor of Bombay;— 

Begins. Thanks for cable. Believe me doıng out best ın India’s intercsts End 

* « • 
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Viceregal Lodge, 
Simla. 

July 28th, 1930. 

{Private) 

Dear Mr. Jmnah 

I understaad from the Secretary of State that there ıs now little doubt that the 
Opposition Parties will have representatıves at the Round Table Conference and (in view 
of the intercst which I know you take ın the subject) I wished to write and tellyou privately 
Ihe reasons for this decision, vvhıch may not be officially announced for a fevv days 

I know that some pcople eriticise the decision on the ground that ıt ıs a departure 
from the letter of the origınal announcement regarding the Conference. but. having been 
in the counsels of His Majesty's Government from the beginning on this business, I am quite 
clear in my own mind that theır intention had never been to rule out the possıbility of 
members of the Opposition having ivıted to attend. But quitc apart (in vıcw of the conver- 
sation we had when you were in Simla) from this, and solely on the merits of the case, I 
have no doubt that the Indıan delegation have far more to gain than to lose by the inciusion 
of Opposition parties. For there is no departure from the basic eharaeter of the Conference, 
since the constitutional resporısibility for coming tu a decision upon whatever measurc of 
agreement may be reached and foı subscquently presentıng proposals to Parliament will stili 
rest upon His Majesty’s Government. On the other hand, the inciusion of Oppo.‘'ition 
leadcrs vvıll give the İndian delegation a dırcct and most valuable opportunity of presenting 
theircase personally, and I have ample confidence in the abılity of those who tvili speak for 
India to state thcir case. I feel quite sure that, ıf I had never come to India and was stili 
a member of the Conservative Party in England, I should have been far more likely to 
be convinccd aeross the Conference table about the strength of India's case than by any- 
thing [ might have hcard outside the closed doors of the Conference or later when the 
Bili came before Parliament. If there is to be a difference of opinion betvveen Government 
and the Opposition över the majör problem, it is better to have it out at önce, and, if Con¬ 
servative opinion is not Consolidated now. it is unly likely to bc ali the more hardened 
by the time a Bili comes bcfoıe Parliament. Moreover, to leave the Opposition outside the 
closed doors of the Conference room would onîy breed suspicion among them, and would 
be likely to make bad trouble later. 

These are only a fevv of the considerations whıch secm to me relevant, butj thought 
I vvould İlke to make my own mind clear to you in vıcw of the opinion whıch I know is held 
by a good many pcoplc out here. 

Yours sincerciy, 

P.S, JjTvin. 

I have just hcard that the matter is settied and that an announcement is to be 

made in Parliament tomorrovv.—Irwin. 

• • * 
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Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

August 6th, 1930. 


Deat Lord Irwiu, 

1 thank you for your Ictter of the 28th July, 1930 and regret very much to say 
that I cannot agree wtth you that the ınclusion of Ihe represcntatives of the Opposition 
Parties is ali to our advantage. I can enumerate many disadvantages m their being inciuded 
in the Conference; and, whatever may have been the intentions of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, I must say that it ıs a departurefromthe ıcrms of the announcement. I do not think 
you will blame me if I say that a change ora dcparture of thıs kind made so suddcniy and 
within such a short time after the solemn declaration must go to shake one's faith. However 
it is there now and let us hope that it is for the best as you have reasoned it out in your 
letter. 


May I önce more urge you not to forget the suggestion I made in the coursc of 
our conversation at Simla that Your Excellency should do your utmost to arrange and 
be present in London at the time of the Conference? I am more anxious and more oonvin- 
ccd than ever that it ıs absolutely essential to the success of the Conference. 

I confess I have often been disappointed at the events that have taken place and 
many things that have happened since the announcement, but at the same time I realise 
that you have done your best, although not one of my suggcstions has been completely 
adopted. 


May I önce more ask yo'i to try earnestly and do your best to be present at the 
London Conference? I sinoercly pray that you will succeed in yourefforts. You dıd not 
know vvhat relief it will give me wheu I hear that you have succeeded. I fcel that it will 
bc more than half the battie and it wıli oertainly Ali me vvith the hope that then there is 
every reasonable chance of success 

With regard to the names of the represcntatives of British Indıa, I suppose it 
will depend upon vvhether the Congress comes or not, but apart from the Congress the 
numbers and the names shown to me by Your Bxcellency struck me as such too large and 
some of the names may vveJI be omitted. i stili hold that the smaller the number the better 
and 1 have önce beforc pointed out that ıt ali depends upon what the British are prepared 
to give or conoede and not so much u.x>n who goes or the number. I have spoken my 
mınd very frankIy to Your Exoellency as to what would satisfy the nationalists in Indıa. 
of course subject to the settlement of the Hindu-Muslim question. 

1 was lookıng forsvaıd to seeıng that the arrangement that was arrived at between 
the Government and the leadmg men who met Mr. Hovvell, Sır Fazl-i-Husaın and Mr. Haıg 
would be givcn cifect to, but, beyond the report in Lhc ncvvspapcrs that some 187 persons 
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were released, nothing more is known and on the contrary I learn that two prominent men 
have been recently arrested, namely Mian Jaifer Shah Kaka-Khel and AbduUa Shah, 
and I have not seen any communique issued by the Government of India as arranged. 
In this connection I may mention that Abdul GhaJoor Kban whose release was most essen- 
tial is stili a prisoner. 

With regard to the representatives of the North-West Frontier Province to the 
London Conference, Your Excellency asked me to suggest the names, so I made careful 
enquİTjes and the two names that are being pressed from every direction are Mr. Ahmad 
Shah, fiarrister-at-Law, and Abdul Ghafoor Khan; the last name is well-known to Your 
Excellency but has no or very littie knovvledge of Englısh Language. 

Yours very sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * 


* 


Vıceregal Lodge, 
Sımla. 

August llth 1930. 

(Private) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah. 


Thank you very much for your letter of 6th August. Having discussed the question 
of inciuding Oppositıon Parties ın the Conference when you were in Simla, I was afraid that 
the decısion was not one with which you would readily agree. 1 am glad, howevcr, that 
you take ıt philosuphieally. 

As regards my going to London for the Conference, I have thought över what 
you said to me when I saw you here. But I fear there is httie chance of things falling out 
in the way you hoped for. Even if the suggeslions were made—and I clearly am not the per- 
son to make it-there aıc objections that seem insuperable. The statutory difficulty alone 
would be a very serious obstacle. But I very much doubt Avhether, as things are, it would 
be possible in any circumstances for me to leave India ın the next month ortwo. The Congress 
Working Commitlee do not make things any easier by the provocative attitudc they have 
adopted during the last 'week or two. They seem deliberately to ignore the efforts we have 
been trying to make towards peace, and are clearly out to wreck the chances of any success 
in that direction. I .should also expect that during the Conference frequent reference would 
be necessary to the Government of India, and I should wish to have the opportunity of 
influencing their views 
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Thank you very much for your suggestions about the representation of the North- 
West Frontier Province at the Confereace, a matter on which I have not yet been able 
definitely to make up my mind. I only know the people you mention by name, but I will 
talk the que$tion över further with those who know. 




* 


Yours sincerely, 
Invin. 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay, 

August 19th, 1930. 


Dear Lord lTwin, 

I thank you very much for your letter of 1 İth August. I am extremely sorry that 
there is very littie chance as things are shaping to enable you to go to London for the Con- 
fe rence. 


I wounder whether it is possıble to know when you are going to issue the invita- 
tion.s and how you think you wıll he able to announce the names of the representatives. 
I am waiting to hear from you as I havc to rnake my arrangements accordingly. If possıble 
1 should İlke to Jeave Bombay on or about the 6th of Septcmber. There is a great deal of 
confıısıoıı in the public mind again as regards the date of the Conference owing lo the 
Sapru-Jayakar move and Ihe raeetir.g of the Gandhi-Nehru at Yervada. 

As regards the cfforts for peace, I am sorry to hear that you feel that chances 
of any success in that direction are remote. You know I am alıvays for peace and there- 
fote if anything I cncouraged the efforts although 1 havc all along impressed upon you 
that the gulf is too great to be bridged in the manncr you desıre. It scems to me that unless 
you are prepared to depart from the fundamental principles underlying the November 
announcement, there is no chance of placating the Congre^s You repeatedly and clearly 
stated to me that vvas not possıble. Nüw Ict me impress upon you one thing that, if you 
are prepared to yield, please do it at önce. Tlıe suspcnse and delay is doing a great deal 
of harm and creating a vvrong impression. If, on the other hand, you are not prepared or 
that you are unable to go beyond the terms of the announcement, be firm and definite 
and do not allow any misunderstanding to continue, for all the good work that was done 
after your speech of the 9th July and the leaders’ statement that was ıssued from Simla 
will suffer enormousiy. 

Just imagine there are only two months left before the date of the Conference 
and yet cven the invrtations have not gonc out. We must go ahead wıth the Conference 
programme. 
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I do recognise that your presence in İndia while the Conference ıs goıng on in 
London will be of the utmost importance, as you expect that during the Conference fre- 
quent refereııces will be necessary to the Government of india. But nevertheless I would have 
preferred your presence in London. 


Yours very sincerely, 

P.S. May I request you to givc mc some ıntroductions to people \vhom you wouId 
İlke me to mect? Partıcularly I should like a letter to Mr. Baldvvin. M.A. Jinnah, 

* ♦ ♦ 

ViceregaL Lodge, 

Simia. 

.\ugust 23rd, 1930. 

Dear Mr. linnalı, 

Many thanks for your letter of 19th August. As regards the invitation to the 
Conference, I hope to appıoach those concerned next week privately, but I cannot at the 
moment say precisely when it vvıll be possible to announce ali the names. Meanwhile, 
for your own Information, I may teli you that I have just heard from the Secretary of State 
to say that the work of the İmperial Conference is lıkely to be rather heavier ıhan was 
expected, owing I suppose to the way in which these questions have come to the front in 
England iu conneetion with unemploynıent, and that be would not anticipate that it would 
be possible to begin the Indian Conference before the second week of November at the ear- 
lıest. You will remember that it has always been anticıpated that, though Indian delegates 
might collect in London by the 20th of October, the imperial Conference would not by then 
have concluded its labours, so I do not know that the preseni üate contemplated for be- 
ginning the Indian Conference is any later than had in fact always been probable. But ıt 
means that those who go would be in plenty of time if they reachcd London by the 25th 
of October or the I st of November. 

I have had a long talk to Jayakar, and expect to see him ağam with Sapru on 
Monday. Meanıvhile you may feel quite sure that I shall avoid the dangers, so far as I 
am concerned, that you refer to in your letter in this regard. 

1 shall be very glad indeed to write to one or two people in England whom I should 
wish you to roeet. I will ccrtainly write to Baldvvin. Let me knovv if there are any others that 
occur to you or ıf you leave it to me to make a seleetion. You met Lord Hailsham when he 
was out here, and you no doubt knovv Lord Peel. I think it vvould be useful for you to moet 
one or two of the younger men such as Onnsby-Gore and Majör Oliver Stanley, but let 
me know about this and when you definıtcly sail. 

Yours sincerely, 
Irwin. 

* • ♦ 
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Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 
Bombay, 

August 29th, 1930. 


Dear Lord İmin, 

I thank you very rauch for your letter of the 23rd August. With regard to the 
letters of introduction I leave it to you to make selection and send them to me as soon 
as you can. 

I had mtended to leave on the 6th Sepcember, but I feel that, unless I know de- 
linitely the result of your talk with Sapru and Jayakar and unless I know finally that the 
Conference will take place in the second week of November, it would not be advisable for me 
to leave; also I should like to know finally the names of the representatives of British India. 

May I bring it to your notıce again that the delay in the publication of the result 
of the peace talk is having a most disastrous eficet on the public mind; and further the 
London nevvspapers and the reactionaries in England and India are advocating the with- 
drawal of the offer of Conference which is believed by raany? Under the circumstances, 
the Conference idea ıs again getting into the hackground more and more. Please theıefure 
do not allow further any suspense, but take the earliest opportunity of officially contradieting 
such rumours and ıssue an authoritative .statement regarding the result of peace talk and 
the names of the representatives. 

Repression vvithout ularifying the situation must bring more and more support 
to the Congress, as a large body of people must respond to the Congress cali believing 
that through the efforts of Congress, Government are already forced to sue for peace and 
therefore by rallying round the Congress for a httie vvhile more and making further sacrifices 
they will finally force the hands of the Government to surrender. Knovving as I do your 
ınind the situation is tragic and almost cruel. 

Whereas those »vbo have supported ıhc Conference idea hitherto are somevvhat 
disturbed by the uncertainty created by the present situation. I thought I vvould draw your 
attention to these matters, although I am sure there is nothing new whıch I may teli you. 
I have booked my passage by the 13th September, 1930 provisıonally, and I hope before 
that 1 shall know how the land lies. 


Yours very sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


* * 
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Viceregal Lodge, 
Simla. 

September İst, 1930. 

(Private) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you very much for your letter of 29th August. I am sorry that you have 
had to hold your baJance in suspense because of the various uncertaintjes m the present 
position. I have heard no more from the Secretary of State since I wrote to you on 23rd 
August, buf when Isavvin the telegrams thıs morning that there were press rumours at homc 
regardıng a possıble General Electıon in November I telegraphed at önce to the Secretary 
of State to ascertain whether there was any truth in this. I can hardly suppose that there 
is m that form, but I thought it best to make quite certain, and I wıll let you know as soon 
as I get the Secretary of State’s reply. 

In the meanlime I am asking Government to sound ali those whom His Majesty’s 
Government vvould propose toinvite, and I hope that by about the end of this week I shall 
have received all their replies and shall be able to publısh the list of names. I will do this as 
soon as I possıbly can. 

I appreciatc the force of what you say regarding the dısıurbmg effect which is 
caused in the public mind by uncertainty as to the outcome of Sapru’s and Jayakar's re- 
ccnt talks with the Congress İeaders. As you wıll have seen they have becn coutinuing those 
talks since they left Simla, but I do not thınk that they vvcre very sanguine of success. The 
matter is, as you know well enough, dclicate; but I anticipate that it may be necessary shoı tiy 
to publısh a statement, which wıll make the position of the Government clear. 1 wi!l also 
consider the question of making some şort of announcement about the same time regardıng 
the probable date of the first session of the Conference, viz, about the second vveek of 
November. 

I am vıriling dircct to Mr. Baldvvin, Sir, Samuel Hoare. the Secretary of State 
(and asking him to arrange vvith the Prime Minıster for a talk to you), Mr. Orrasby-Gore, 
M.P., and Colonel Spcnder-Clay, M.P., tellmg them of your prospective arrival, and asking 
thenı to take an oppoıtunity of seeing you. You know plenty of others such as Lord Peel, 
Lord Hailsham, ete. 


Yours sincerely, 
Irwin. 


* * 


* 
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Telegram Dated 4tiı Septeınber, 1930 


From Private Secretary to Viceory to M.A. Jmnah, Esq. 

Reference His Exccllency’s letter September İst. There is no foundation for ru- 
ınours that Conference is to be postponed. 


* * 


* 


High Court, 

Bombay. 

September 9th, 1930. 

Dear Lord Irvvin, 

1 am in receipt of yours of the İst Septeber, 1930 and I thank you very much for it. 

This is just to inform you that I am going to Sjndh on a professional engagement 
tonight and shall return to Bombay on the I8th or 19th. I have now booked my passagc 
for the 4th October in view of the fact that the Conference does not meet tıU the middle of 
November. 

More when I return. 


Yours very sincerely, 
M. A. Jionah. 


* 


* + 


Telegram Dated 13tiı September, 1930 

From Viceroy to M.A. Jinnah, Esq., 


No -211-G.T. Thank you very much for your letter of 9th. I have written by 
thıs mail to ali the people I mentioned in my letter of İst September. Wıll you get in touch 
wıth them when you reach London? 


• • 


* 
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Viceregal Lodge, 

Simla. 

(Private) September 15th, 1930. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you very much for your letter of the 9th. I wrote by yesterday’s air mail to 
the Secretary of State. Mr. Ba1dwin, Sir Samuel Hoare, Colonel Spender-Clay and Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore saying that I hopc they would see someting of you while you are in. London. 
1 also asked the Secretary of State to try and arrange for you to have a talk with the Prime 
Minister. He will be a busy man while you are there, but I have no doubt he will make 
every effort to find time for a talk. Wıll you thercfore get in touch with the people I have 
named as soon as you reach London? 

I hope you will have a good voyage to England and a very successful time at the 
Conference. I will watch the daily reports from London with the greatest interest and shall 
often think of you ali. 

Yours sincerely, 


* * * 

To, 

J. The Rt. Hon. Stanley Baldvvin, M.P. 

2. The Rt. Hon. Sir Samuel Hoare, M.P, 

3. The Rt. Hon. W.G.A. Ormsby-Gore, M.P. 

4. Lt Col. The Tr. Hon. H. Spender-Clay, M.P. 


My dear 


rrwin. 


Viceregal Lodge, 
Simla 

13th September, 1930. 


Mr. M. A. Jinnah, whom you no doubt know very well bv name, is going to 
England neat month for the Round Tablc Conference. When I S3W hım a short time ago 
in Simla he asked ıf I thought it would be poss'ble for you to spare time to have talk to him. 
I took it upon myself to say that I was sure you would do your best and I hope you will be 
able to do so. 1 have seen a good deal of Jinnah from time to time, and have met very few 
İndians with a more acute intellect or a more independent outlook-not of course that he 
always secs eve to eye with GovernmentI But he is not lacking in moral courage, has been 
very outspokrn against eivil disobedıcnce and is genuinely anxious to find the way to set- 
tlcment. I am sure you would find it interesting to have a talk to him, and ıt would do Jinnah 
himself a world of good to meet a few people like yourself. 

Yours sincerely, 
Invin. 

• * * 


160 




Vıceregal Loclgc, 
Siınla. 

13th Seplcmber, 1930. 


My Dear Dcnn, 

Jinnah is goıng to Englaııd ncxt month for thc Kound Tablc Confcrence. When 
I sav hım a short time ago in Simla he asked ıf 1 thought it would bc possiblc for you to 
spare time to havc to talk to him. I took it upon myself to say Ihat I vvas sure you would 
do your best, and I hope you w ili be ahlc to do sc. I have secn a good deai of Jinnah from 
time to time, and have met very fcw Indians »vilh a more acute intc'lecı or a mere ınde- 
pendent outlook-nut of course that he ahvays sccs eye to eye with Government. But he 
ıs not lacking ın moral courage, has bcen very outspokcn again.st cıvvl disobedience and 
i.s genuinely anxious to fınd the way fo setllement. I am snrc you vvould find it interesting 
to have a talk to him, and ıt would do Jinnah hiır.self a \vorld of good to mcet a fesv peoplc 
like yourself. 

Hc ıs also very aıuious io bc allowcd an ımervıcss wilh Ihe Prime Minıster. Do 
you think thıs could be arranged ? i anı, afraid it will be at a very bıı>y time for you ali, but 
Indiaıis so greatly appreciate things lıkc this that I hope you may bc ablc to managc it. 
And I thınk hc is out to hcip. 


Yours sincerely, 

Jrwin. 

* 

Mr. Wedgood Bcnn, 

Sccretary of State for İndia. 


JAMIAT-Ul-UI.EİMA 

In Apıil 1944 Mauiana AhmaJ Saeed cxtcnded an ınvıtation to Quaıd-c-Azam 
to attend the annual session of the Provincia! Jamiat-uI-lJlema to be held at Delhi on 
May 26, 27 and 2!t. Quafd-eıAzam rcpticd:- 

“In my specch to the Müslim Studcuts' Federation's address as well as in my 
conciuding speech to the Müslim Lcague Confrrence at Sıalkot on Aprıl 30, I dıd appeal 
to every Musalman to joın the Leaguc, ıncldıng Jamiat and Ahraras. 1 would welcomc 
every Musalman to join the League and support ıts creed, policy and programme \vhole- 
heartcdly and from within further improvc oıır organisation and makc it more cfficıent 
and better than it has been bcforc. 

“As regards thc past talks and diflerences that may have existed for various rca- 
sons, I think it is not advisable to pursuc Ihem any more, but every Musalman should 
bury the past and work forour goal of Pakistan for whichwe are carrying on this struggle. 
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“I rcgrct I am unablc lo acccpt your kınd invitation to attend thc annual scssion 
of the Provincıal Jamiat-ul-Ulema at Delhi, as I think you knovv that it is after seven years 
that I havc allosved myself a holiday for a short time, and I am here at Srinagar, and com- 
plete rest for a short time isabsolutely ncccs.sary for me, but I would be very glad to mcet 
you and your fricnds n'ould çare to do so, vvhen I get to thc plains somc fime in July”. 






İn April 1947 Maulana Hıf^ur Rahman, General Sccretary, All-India Jamiat-ul- 
Uleına \vrote to Quaid-i-Azam and suggestcd for a confcrence of All-Muslinıs Partics 
to cvolve a common basis for thc linify of İndıan Muslims. He said; This vvas nccessary 
in view of H.M.G.’s statement of February 20, to transfer power to Indian hands by June, 
1948. Aıccording fo Holy Qııran wılhout such consultation no dicısion of any Müslim 
Organisation, howcver, strong and rcprescnlative ıt may be politically, can bc entıtlcd 
to be callcd a ‘Sharai’ or a lavvful dccısion. The Jamiat \vouId be rcady fo cooperate in 
any method of consultations sııçgcstcd hy you.” 

Quaid-i-Azan) replied:--- 

"In vicvvof tlıc ııcw situation that has arifen by vııtuc of the VVhıtc Paper published 
by the Brıtish Government on 20th February, 1947, and having regard to thc grave issucs 
which wc havc to face ımmediafely, I agree with you that complefe unity among thc Musal- 
mans is nccessary, and I havc cmphasısed that morethan once, partıcularly, m thc course 
of the last t\vo or (hree vvecks, and I havc appcaled to every Mıısalman to join the Müslim 
Leaguc. 


■‘This is not the moment for us to raise any issues concerning domestic diffcrences 
and it should bc for us to setfIe them as an organised body, aceording to new constıfution 
and rules. This is not thc moment for us to bc involvcdto obtainthe solutıon of our domestic 
problems whcn the cx*ernal dangeris facing us. I, therefore, most earnestly appcal to you 
to join the Müslim League vvıthout delay and make your contribution to Müslim national 
causc for the achievement of oureherished goal of Pakistan. That can only bedoneby 
unity amongst ourselves and by loyally supporting thc Müslim League, which is thc only 
aulhoritative rcprescntalise organisation of Muslims of fndia. 

‘‘I havc made it clear that any Mus’im who is vvilling to join the league svhatever 
may have becn is views in the past, is welcome, and 1 would vveleome everyone of thc mem- 
bers of the Jamiat-ul-Ulcma-i'Hind. 

“I do hope that this will rcceivc your earnest attention, as 1 rcally do not see 
any dıfficulty in the light of ncw development that have taken place and thc attitude of 
the various important political Hindu organisations, in your responding to nıy appeal, as 
I note that you have emphasised and apprcciatcd how important it is for us at this critical 
moment to stand together unitediy.” 

4i 4: 
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MR. M. R. JAY4KAR 


On 22nd May, 1925 Quaid-i-Azaın wrotc to Mr. M.R. Jayakar stating Ihat therc 
wa3 aıı increasc of thc consensus of opinion that the time was ripe for a common undcr- 
standıng betvvcen the different political parties with a vievv to unitcd action and that he 
had ınformal dıscussions tvitlı sevcral friendü on the subject and therc vvas a strong feeling 
in favour of co-ordinating their commun efforts. Quaid-i-Azam had called a meeting of 
different leaders at his bungaIow to whıch Mr. Jayakar was invited. In thc letter vvas en- 
closcd the follovving draft statemcnt cmbodying his suggcstjons wlııclı had bcen tentaıivcly 
madc ın this conncction— 

‘‘Educatıon, agıtation and organisatıuıı arc thc csscntial prc-rcquisıies for thc 
succcssful prosccutıon of any national programmc that will materially advancc the causc 
of Swarajya. The suspcnsion of the policy and programmc of Non-co-opcration by thc 
Belgaum Congresi, thc crystallısation of thc Savvarajist^■ policy ınto onc of resistance of 
bııreaucracy as it ımpcdcs progrcss to Ssvarajya and Das’s spccch at Faridupur elıminatcs 
thc main obstaclc to the reunion of ali Nationalists on a common platform on thc basis 
of a common programmc. The only altcrnativc to a thoroiıgh-going programmc of no.n- 
co-operation is a programmc of ‘honourable co-operation. An analysıs of the declaration 
cf policy of the Svvarajists, Independents and Liberals reveals thc cxjstencc of much com¬ 
mon ground bctwecn ali thc parties in regard to thc main prirciplcs which will govern thc 
national policy. The Congress has no pohtical programme other than thai of thc Stvaraj 
Party, whilc ıts construetive programmc is not öpen to objeetion on principlc on the part 
of an\ of the political parties. Self-rciıancc is the only basis on whıch national activities 
can be organised. Co-ordination of activities wıthin the Legislaturc and other public bodies 
and activities ın thc country is csscntial of thc national wıll. There is agrecment between 
thc different parties on thc need for a sclf-veliant basis in the formation of any programme 
and for the co-ordination of ali common activities, Opinions hosvever differ ın the transla- 
tion of these principles ınto action, but these differcnces aıe not fundamental in character. 
National interest demands thc enunrıation of a common policy that will offer a basis of 
ali ııaionalists ırrespectisc of their pnrty label. The cducationand orgamsation of thc elec- 
torates, the organisation of an intensive and cducativc political campaign in India and 
abroad and the prosecııtion of broadbased construetive programme are ınnttcrs ın which 
ali parties are eflectively co-operated. A common policy is nccdcd to render unıted action 
possıbit. Suggcstions havc been madc that the Nationalisii shoııld join either the Swaraj 
Party or the Liberal Party as a step tosvards unıty In thc vievv of many, the Congress alonc 
as the greater body, ofters a suitable medium foı thc Union of ali parties on a common plat¬ 
form This can, hosvcvcr, be done only by thc Congress particıpating dircıtly in political 
activities, which function it has ııow delegated to the Swaraj Party. The yarn franehise 
also raises difficultics. In the eircıımsUnccs, thc ımmediate feasible course appcars to 
be for the different parties to retain their indivıduahty and to co-operate with onc another 
to theextent a common programme permits united action, vvhilc continuing to make efforts 
to reunite ali progressive scetions of the people on thc Congress platform.This can bc done 
by thc Executive Committecs of the different parties actıng together or by thc creation 


163 



of a tcmporary organisation ın which the Progressive clements of ali partics can come to- 
gether. 


Conditions in Bombay arc favourable for a party co-operation betwecıı Nation- 
alists, irrespeetive of party label as the basis of the common policy that we have cnunciated. 
Serjous difficultics present themselves in the organisation of ali India on a similar basis. 
Under these cırcumstances, it is ıncumbcnt upon us ali to makc a beginning in Bombay 
tovvards the unity of ali Progressive scctions of the peoplc on a common platform. This 
can only be done by the temporary crcation of a ncw organisation th.at wıll pledge itself 
to pursue common policy cnuncıatcd abovc svhilc workıng at the samc time for the unity 
of ali partics on the Congress platform. 


The crecd of the nevv organisation shall be: 

(1) The atlainment of Ssvaraj. 

(2) The immediate objcctıve is the spccdy attainment of full Dominion Status. 

(3) The membership of the organisation shall be öpen to cvery adult of 
cither scK över the age of 21, who subseribed to the crecd and pays the 
prescrıbcd suhscripfion. 

The programıne shall be: 

(1) A vigorous prosccution of a broad-bascd constructıvc programme 
through legislatıvc and independent c/Torts. 

<1) The co-oidination of actıvitics svıthın the Lcgislatuıe and public bodics 
and activities in the country. 

(3) The pursuıt of a policy of “opposıtıon or suppoıt of mcasures as 
ıiational interests dcmaııd on a consideration ofthcir ıntrınsic merils” in 
the Legislaturcs and public bodics. 

(4) The organisation of the clcctoratcs. 

(5) The organisation of an intcnsıve cducatıve politıca) campaign ın 
support of the policy cnunciated above. 

Activities shall be conhned to Bombay. 

(7) The organisation shall consıst of a President, two Vice-Presıdents, 
Secrctarics and an Exccutivc Committec. 

Mr. Jayakar m The Story of My Life' vvrites: “Wheıı I got this invıtation I had 
great hopes that at least for the City of Bombay aU Nationalists svould combinc and work 
the programme sketehed out in the letter quoted above. Accordingly, more than one con- 
ference was held svith Jinnah. T personally supported .linnah’s idca of a ncw onentation 


164 



of parties, but I found that the Swarajists’ prejudices against him and their strict adherence 
to the very letter of their programme prevented the formation of what Jinnah called a 
ncw organisation. After several attempts at his residence and mine, ultimately, the attempt 
was given up. It was revived, as the subsequent pages will show, önce more in New Delhi 
on the advent of the Simon’s Commission and there too an attempt to formulate a new 
inciusive organisation failed. The Swarajists‘ strong faith in their own programme and 
their unwillingness to make changes in the same interfered wıth the success of Jinnab’s 
efforts. If this had been accomplished, the countıy would have been a strong Nationalist 
Party working for a common programme in which leading Swarajists like Motilal and 
Das and leading Nationalists like Jinnah would have cooperatcd, but the thing was not 
to be and the attempt failed.” 


4( ıh * 

CH. KHAUQUZZAMAN 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 
Bombay, 

January 11, 1940. 

Dear Kbaliq, 

I am in receipt of >our letter of the 8th January. I am glad you appreciate the 
unreasonable attıtude taken up bythe Congress as disclosed by the recent coTrespondence 
between Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru and myself. Well, we have to face the situation as best 
we can. 


A.s regards the question of my appealing to the Mussalmans for funds for relief 
of the Anatolian calamity, the uıatter is receiving mv consideraiion, and I hope to be able 
to decide it within a fcw days. The trouble is who i.s to be responsible for collecting the 
tunds, othcnvise, of course, naturally I am svholebeartedly in favour of doing ali we can 
to help the Tıırkısh people. 

With regard to the last matter referrcd to in your letter regard’ng the corres- 
pondence between the Viceroy and myself, T have alreadv decided to place the matter 
before the WorkİDg Committee before its publication, and I have vvritten to Navtabrada 
Liaqat Ali Khan to cali, if possible, a mceting of the Working Committee about the end 
of this moDth. I hope that vou will maJte ıt a pomt to attend it. 

Wıth kind regards, 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


« * 


« 
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My dear Mr. Jinnah, 


Lucknow 
9th July, 1940. 


The Congress Working Committee Resolution must have convinced some of our 
friends that it was not the League but the British Government which stood in the way of 
fuller co-operation between India and the Government. The demand for compleLe inde* 
pendence makes it abundantly clear that it is not merely the difierence between the Mus- 
lims and the Hindus but the diiference betvveen the British Government and the Congress 
also, which make the co-operation of British Government and the Congress impossible on 
the one hand and the coalition of the Congress and the muslim on the other. The recent 
attitude of the Premiers of Punjab and Bengal, whatever may be reasons behind it, has 
considerably affected our solidarity but I am inclined to think that after the recent Resolu- 
lution of the Working Committee of the Congress both of them must have realized that 
their efibrts in bringing the three main parties together were destined to fail,for the Congress 
was not prepared to revise its demands even durıng the pendency of the war. We have 
now finally to decide upon a definite course of action for ourselves. The last Resolution 
of the League did not contain full and complete instructions with the result that several 
questions are being asked by the District Leagues and we do not know what answer is to 
be given to them. For instance, some people vvant to kııow ıvhether they should subscribe 
to the war fund or not, The position in the Province appears to be that local officials are 
making demands from the Zamindars to contribute to the war purpose fund. in some cases, 
the local olhcials have göne to the length of crcditing a portion of mone> sent to them 
for payment of revenue towards tvar purposes fund. It seems natural that we should give 
instructions to the muslim leaguers to abstainfrom giving subsciptions dırectly or indirectly, 
but before doing it I think it would be better if you cali a meeting of the Working Com¬ 
mittee of the Ali India Muslim League to consider ali these questions, for I think ıf we take 
our Resolution to its logical limits, it is bound to bring us in öpen conflict with the Govern¬ 
ment. We have, therefore, to decide finally our attitude in regard to war. 


Yours sinoerely, 
Khaliq. 

* 4i * 


Lucknolv 

7th August, 1940. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan was here for a few days and met some of us with the 
idea of canvassing support for requisitioning a meeting of the Council of the Ali India 
Musiun League. He has left for AUahabad yesterday and is going to meet you on the lOtb. 
During my conversation with him, I told him that ıt would be very harmful to the muslim 
cause to discuss scrious matters of polıcy in a meeting of the Council, which has been re- 


166 



quisitioned by canvassing support of a group whatever iU strength. The decision taken 
in the meeting will be ooly decision of a majority whose action will be looked upon as a party 
action by the minority and may cause disnıption in our ranks. I, therefore, sincerely advised 
him to wait for the meeting of the WoTking Committee, wherein all the questions, which 
a^lfkted in the minds of those who were dissatisfied by the last Bombay Resolution, could 
be cooly discussed. He tried to convince me that the sole object of those who wanted a meeting 
of the All India Council was to express their dissatisfaction with the preseni policy of the 
League, in regard to war efforts, particularly in the majority provinces, where the Ministers 
are allowed to remain in ofiice and the other leaguers are askcd to deprive them of their sup¬ 
port. I told him that this question was raised and discussed in the Working Committee 
and the Resolution was passed without a division. Even Sir Sikander Hayat Khan ulti- 
mately agreed to it. No doubt, everyone was under the impression that the negotiations, 
vvhich were going on between the League and the Viceroy, would materialise in a fort- 
night or so; but it appears that there is some hitch somewhere and much longer time has 
been taken in the neogtiations. Thereafter, he showed me anothcr resolution, which was 
proposed to be moved in the Council of the League, if a meeting was held on the requisition 
of their party. From the language of the resolution, it appears that it has been drafted by 
onc who is more in the know of things than we poor mortals here at this end. Tt say that 
practically all the outstanding questions between the League and the British Government 
in regard to the method of co-operation have been settied, except the question of the per¬ 
sonel of the League representatives. The resolution proposes to give full authrity to His 
Evcelleney the Viceroy to appoint any one from amongst the Müslim Leaguers. Obviously 
ıf such a demand has been made by His Excellency the Viceroy, it is most absured and 
ridiuulous. No one can give such powers on behalf of the League to the Viceroy or to the 
Provincial Governors. I am my.self very doubtful whether really such a desire has been 
capressed to you by the Viceroy and ıf he ha.s asked for such a general power, surciy the 
Müslim League must reject it outright. It may, however, be possible to find a solution 
of the difficulty, if co-operation wıth the Government is considered to be in the interests of 
the muslims of India and the measure of representation has already been agreed upon 
bctwecn you and His Excellency the Viceroy. 

The third resolution aiming at appointing a Sub-Committee of five persons to 
negotiate for a settlement of the communal problem with other parties if and when they 
are •vılling to do so was to say the least most surprising. So far as I know nobody is today 
talking of communal settlement but the resolution asks us to go out of our way to appoint 
a committee to discuss and negotiate wiüı other parties, if they are willing to oblige us by 
talking to us The idea underlined in the resolution is perhaps more to express resentment 
against you than to get a committee appointed. 

I am informed that similar deputations have göne to Bengal and other Provinces. 

1 do not know vvhat wıll be their strength in the meeting of the Council but the very idea 
of holding a meeting of this character is obnoxious to me. In my opinion, this question 
should be discused in the meeting of the Working Committee and if no solution can be found 
there, then those who stili remain dissatisflcd can requisition a meeting of the Council. 

I wouId request you to hold ameetiıvg of the Working Committee as soon as convenient 
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t(> you to take stock of the situation. I had ıvritten a letter to you on the 9th July, a copy 
of which I am herewith encloting, but I did not receive even an acknowlegement. I am 
afraid it has perhaps not reached your hands, else 1 should have received a reply. in that 
letter also, I had requested for an early meeting of the IVorklng Committee. There are 
some very important questions which we must consider before taking accion in the Province 
against those who have directly or indirectly subscribed to the waT funds. Su far as U.P. 
is concerned, very few leaguers have joined vvar committees; but it is a fact that the number 
of those who have subscribed to the war funds either williag or unwillingly wıll be hundreds. 
If our last resolution meant to cover these persons also, we should take action against 
them whatever the consequences. The other day some members of the Cawnpore Müslim 
League, who are also members of the Municipal Board, came to seek my guidance as re- 
gards the attitude that they should take up when, the next day, the question of Municipal 
Board makıng a contribution to the war fund came up for discusssion. The Congress 
was prepared to oppose the resolution, if Müslim League joined them in that move. 1 
advised them to keep neutral. though I do not know how far I was right in advising them 
on these lines. In the absence of clear instructions, such dilBculties are being experienced 
every day. 

Yours sincerely, 
Khaliq. 

* * • 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilJ, 

Bombay, 

9th August, 1940. 

Dear Khaliquzzaıııan, 

I am in rcceipt of your letter of the 9th July as vvell as of the 7th August and thank 
for ali the Information that you have placed at my disposal. 1 could not reply to your 
letter of the 9th July, as I was uot well, and besides, important events have been moving 
very fast and had occupied ali my time. 

You must have heard by now about the meeting of the Working Committee 
in Bombay on the 17th. 

As regards the maohinations of certain persons in Punjab 1 thank you for ali 
the Information. 1 shall place before you ali thiugs when you are in Bombay. The various 
points suggested by you will certainly have my very close attention and more whcn we 
meet in Bombay as 1 hope you will attend this very important meeting witfaout fail. 

Yours sincerely. 




* * 


M. A. Jinnah. 
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Quaid-e-Azaın Mohammad Ali Jinnah, on August 10, 1940, issued the Follovving 
statement; 

I have heard the deputation of the Punjab Provincial Müslim League headed by 
Nawab Saheb of Mamdot and his colleagues Raja Ghazanfar Ali and Mr. Mohammed 
Ali Jafri. Ali that they had to urgc has bccn very carefully considcred by me. I have come 
to the conciusion that there is no ground for making any exceptioa in the case of Punjab, 
with regard to the ban imposcd upon the Müslim Leaguers not to associate themselves 
with the War Committees pendıng the result of the negotiations between the Viceroy and 
me. According to the resolution of the VVorking Committe I can only ıssue fresh instructions 
after the result of the negotiations, and the negotiations are stili pending. 

T therefore request the Nawab Saheb of Mamdot as the leader of the Deputation 
and as the President of the Punjab Provincial Müslim League to abide by the resolution 
of the Working Committee of the 17th June at Bombay, and resign from the War Com¬ 
mittees fürthwith and convey tu the Working Committee of the Punjab Müslim League my 
reply and to request every Müslim Leaguer lıkewise to resign forthwith pending the negotia¬ 
tions. 


Their compliance with my request immediately will add to the prestigc of the 
Ali India Müslim League and show solidarity and discipline amongst the Mussalmans 
ali över India and is bound to advance the cause for which we are fighting and the grave 
issues involved. 


« * 


* 


Luckno^, 

23rd September. 1941. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I was invited by the Müslim Students Federalion of Bengal to inaugurate the 
First Bengal Pakistan Conference on the I9th and 20th instant. I was glad to find that the 
Bengal Müslim student community stuod solidly behind the League. The Conference 
was a great success. It was presided över by Maulana Akram Khan ıvho made a stirring apeal 
to the Muslims of Bengal to rally round the League flag and Sght agaiııst ali disruptıve 
elements in their socıety whatever their strength and posıtion. lam oertamthat if the 6ght 
is carried on vvith deterıninatiou and resolution. the vıctory wıll be ours; but the trouble 
is that the mınistenal party, which is opposing Fazlul Huq, is lacking in euthusiasm. It 
has no definite programme for the future. When an attack is made the different elements 
oomposing the party just rally round to ward it off. as has been m the case of no conüdence 
motiun against Shahid and then go to sleep again. Perhaps the Governor of Bengal did 
not agree to give a promise to Fazlul Huq to cali upon him to form a new cabinet in 
case a vote of no confidence was passed against Shahid and other Müslim Ministers re- 
signed by way of protest agamst the indirect assistance given to this move by the premier. 
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Fadul Huq like a shrewed man that hc is atonce changed the front and got the assembly 
adjourned. Nonody knows what is his next move. It may be that has has göne to Simla 
to seek assistance of His Excellency the Viceroy to help him in forming an anti-League 
platform in fiengal. It is also possible that he may proceed to Bombay from Simla with a 
view to create an impression that he has been advised by the Viceroy to make up wlth the 
League. 


In view of this estimate of things, I have begged of Sir Nazim and Shahid to make 
a herculean efibrt during the Corning months of winterto establish League branches in the 
Mofussil where there are none and revive those which has become moribund. I have also 
asked them to fix upon an alternative to Fazlul Huq for the premiership; for so long as 
he is certain in his own mind that the Müslim League has no other choice, he will go on 
attacking them with impunity. When he fînds that the other party is preparing for an at- 
tack, he may change his colours and give up his antics. I have also suggested one change in 
the Bengal Provincial Müslim League, namely, that no Minister should be an oihce bearer 
in the Provincial League. There was no oppusition from anybody to my suggestion, but I 
am afraid nothing definite will come about unless you can alford some time to go there for 
a week and see things done in your presence. It is just possible that Fazlul Huq may start 
his tour in the Mofussil Dıstricts even during Ramazan. We should not allow him a free 
field and start our work, if possible, earlier. If not, at least soou after Ramzan, Maulana 
Akram Khan’s paper ‘Azad’ is doing immense service to the cause but he is very doubtful 
whether other Ministers will continue the fight. He has got to be sure of your assistance. 

Ispahani is a brick and but for him even the work that is being done for the League 
would not have been possible. League workers have implicit faith in him. But even he is no 
sure of the ministerial group. I would önce again impress upon you the necessity of your 
going to Calcuttp, as early as possible, after Ramzan. 

I have one other request to make. The City League Lucknow is holding a Pak¬ 
istan Confcrence on a very big scale on November 22nd and 23rd. We have invited Nawab 
Mamdot to preside över it. If you could kindly come down for a few hours to grace the 
occasion, the success uf the Confercnce will be assured. You have not visited Lucknow 
since 1937 and I think we can rightly hope that it will be given an opportunity to vvelcome 
you thi.s winter. 1 can assure you that I shall try to have as few engagements here as possi¬ 
ble. 


Yours sincerely, 
Khaliq. 


* 


* * 
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Mount Pleasaat Road, 
MaUbar HilI, 

Bmbay. 

3rd October, 1941 


My dear Khaliq, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 23rd of September. Many thanks for it. In the 
first place I am very glad that you went to Calcutta to altend the Conference. Of course 
I followed the proceedings of the Conference, as reported in the ‘Star of India', but I am 
very pleased to hear from you that it was a very great success. I also thank you for giving 
me ali the Information with regard to the prcsent situation in Bengal. 

As regards Mr. Fazlul Huq, really it ıs most astounding and at the same time 
deplorable. However, we must face the situation as best as we can. More when we meet 
in Delhi for the Council meeting on the 26th of October. 

With regard to the City League, Lucknow, I am glad that you have decided to 
hold a Pakistan Conference on the 22nd and 23rd of November. I will see and try my best 
to attend the Conference. Please organise our people. Ultimately we have to depend upon 
our own strength. Go ahead vvith your Conference and make ali elforts to make it a real 
success. 


With kind regards 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* ♦ 


♦ 


Lucknovv, 

14th November, 1941 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Since my retum from Delhi, I ^as gelting fever olf and on. but for the last 5 days 
it ran very high. In consequence, 1 have become weak but inspite of it hope to be able 
to attend the meeting of the Working Committee on the 16th instant Lately every possible 
effort is being made by congress group to come back to oifice. The British Government, 
as usual, is playing a dirty game. The Hindus are taking advantage of our resolution dated 
the 17th June, 1940 demanding a share in the powers at the centre and in the minority 
provinces. They say, ignoring our conditions laid down in the Resolution, that after ali 
the League also desıres to take away as much powers from the Bureaucracy as possible 
and to that extent the cause of the congress is common. The Viceroy with so many of his 
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hendunen around him, day in and day out, impresses upon him the necessity of coming 
to a settlement with Ihe Congress. İn pursuance of the policy of appeasement release of 
political prisoners have already tegun. Gandhi wiIJ keep his stem attitude intact but the 
others will play a d ffcrcnt role. The Viceroy will be told that it wi]l be a great fete of stra- 
tegy, if a schı^^m in the Congress ranks is brought about by allowing those congress men 
who vvant to resnme parliamentaıy activities and there is every fear that he may be led 
to agree to it by astute Mahratta kader Mr. Anney. When some such settlement is made 
belneen the Congress parliamentarians and the British Government, we shall be ofiered 
to accept a seat here and a seat there just to keep our mouth shut. 1 have been groaning 
under this load e\en during my iliness. I have come to the conciusion that a definite and 
clear ıro\e fıotr our side is nccessary to stop this rot. I have drafted a resolution for your 
consideration. As it deals with a most serious question facing the muslim community 
at the present juneture, 1 have no mind to move it in the Working Committee, unless you 
consider that there is something in it and that time has come when we should wam the 
Government that if it enters into any private settlement with the Congress and allüws 
them to come back to offices at the centre or in the minority Provinces the responsibility 
for that actiou wıll be entirely theirs. We have kept the offer öpen now for över l|- years. 
It has not been accepted nor is there any likelihood of its being accepted. Why should we 
not then withdraw it and demonstrate to our people that in a common centre there is no 
room for an honourable place for the Muslims. 


Yours sincerely, 
Kha1iqn7zaman. 


* * >lı 

Telegram Dated 26tb November, 1941 

From Ch. Khaliquzzaman, Lucknow to Mr. M. A. Jinnah 

Reception arranged twentynineth morning Dehra Exprcss Kindly start 6 p,m. 
via Moradabad through. 


♦ ♦ ♦ 

Telegram Dated 26th November, 1941 

From Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Ch. Kha1iquzzaman, Lucknow. 

EAtremely sorry deeply disappointed laid up with fever hence not possibte travel 
reach Lucknow twralynineth attend conference stop My heart and soul with U.P. Muslims 
and wish from bottom my heart all success to Conference. 

• « + 
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Lucknow, 

27th November, 1941 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The nevvs of your iliness is heartrending. We can sacrifice hundreds of such confc- 
ferences to givc you rest and peace to keep you fit to carry on the huge responsibility of guid- 
ing the destinies of the muslims of India. We are confident that you will not disappoint 
this historical and politically most important city of the Province of U.P. if you can. If you 
are wealc wc can cancel evcry other programme except your hare presence ın the city sheding 
lustre to ali our actıvities. We can cven cancel your officiat reception if need be. Jamal Mian 
WJİ1 cxplain the situation to you. 

Yours sinccrely. 

Khaliq. 

• * ♦ 

10, Aurangzeb Road, 

New Delhi. 

28th Nnvcmner, 1941. 

My dear Khaljquc, 

I am in receipt of your Icıter of the 27th instant brought to me by Jamal Mian. 
Do you thınk I would have sent you the wire had it been posiblc for me to travel? You 
have no idea vvhat a wrcnch ıt was to me. Il is a sheer physical impossıbılity. 

Ifully rcdliscthc great ımportancc of the Conference. I am adviscd and fcel myself 
that İt nıll be dangerous for nıc to undertakc the journey ın the condition ın vvhich I am. 
1 assurc ' ou that I would not have dı.sappointed the historically and politically most impor- 
tant City m the province of U.P. ıf I could have managed to travel. Believc mc the disappoint- 
ment of mine is much greater. I shall never forget how the Musalmans of U.P. specially 
of Lucknow, the heart of ıt rallicd round the tlag of the Müslim Leaguc in that historic 
sessions of the All-India Müslim League that took place in October 1937. 

You can therefore wcll understand the position that the heart ıs most vvillıng but 
the flesh rcfuscd and in these cırcumstances I am cxtremcly sorry to disappoint you and your 
cn-ft'orkers and the people in general. 

But eheer up. The Müslim League ıs novv strong cnough to take çare of itself. 1 
have no doubt that your conference wiJl be a magnificent success and perhaps another 
occasion will present itself at no dıslant date when 1 will have the honour to visit Lucknow. 

Wıth kındest regards 

Yours sinccrely, 


M. A. Jinnah. 



Luck.now, 

23rd Dccember, 1942. 


My doar Mr. Jinnah, 

The Viceroy’s recent ultcrance h positively nuschievous. 1 am glad that Mr. Raja- 
gopalacharya has been through thc gamc and has vvamed Hindus to bevvare of the unily 
of India stunt. Therc may have been doubt in some minds that after thc Pakistan issue camc 
into forefront unity of India could only be secured by the Hindus at the cost of the fteedom 
of India, but now every reasonabic mind ought to rcalize the truth underiying the idea. 
The Hindus generally, however, havc received it with jubilation inspite of C.R.’s warning, 
forgetting the fact that under a United India \vith legitimate safcguards for the nıinoritic.4, 
the British Government will continue to cxercise its povvcrful influcncc ın thc name of thc 
proteetion of the minorities. Last time, when I met you, you dcplorcd the short-sightedncss 
of thc Hindu mind and we arc now sceing thc force of your remarks. 

Taking into account ali thc circumstanocs I think ıf Sır Nazımuddin could agree 
to take the risk of a long journey, nothing could bc better. Failing hım, I vvould suggest 
Qazi Mohammad Isa’s name. 

I hope you arc quıtc weli. 


Yours sinccrely, 
Khaliquzzaman. 


* 


* * 


Lucknow. 

23rd luly, 1945. 


Dear Qaid-c-Azam, 

The way in which the Müslim public has re-actcd to thc policy adopted by you 
and under your leadership by the Working Committee is truly marvelous. On my return 
ne held a public mceting, which was attended by thousands of Muslims of all shades of 
opinion.The enthusiasm with vvhich the Müslim attitude at thc Simla Conference was acclai- 
med was aneyeopener notonly to me but tu Sir Nazımuddin also, vvho addressed the meeting 
during his stay for a couple of days in Lucknow.You havc once again saved the communily 
from a serious pit-fall and steered the ship of Müslim politics clear through rough and 
stormy vveather tu a safe anehorage. Your grim determmation and över powering sagacity 
alone saved the sıtuatiun. When 1 recall our doubtful attitude and your unfaltering resolve, 
the contrast becomes so palpably clear that cne has to admire your capacity for leader¬ 
ship. 
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I met His Exccllcncy thc Governor of U.P. on the 21st and imprcssed upon him 
the neccssity of holding elcctions to Central and Provincial Legislatures at an early date. 
He has after a long discussion again asked me to see him for further discussion before 31 st 
July 1945 \vhen hc is to İcavc for thc Govemors’ Conference. I shall let you know the result 
of nıy talk lalcı on. 

VVİth bcst regards to self and Miss Jinnah. 


Yours sinccrciy, 
Khaliqu/'ı5aman. 


* * 

H. II. THE KHAN 


* 

OF KALAT 


Kalat 

17th September, 1940 


My dcar Fricnd, 

How '.ın^iüusly I luokcd to your proposed visıt to Baluchıstan but, alas, ny 
wishcs could not bc rcaliscd ovving to jour bad health. 

Today, thc hopes of cighty ınillıon Musalmans of Indıa are centered ııı you and 
it İs the desire of everyone of us thac Ged, the Almighty, may bcstow you with sound health 
and a long succcssful life devolcd to the causc of İslam. 

If, out of your mnst hcdvy programme, you could sparc somc days and spent 
them with us in Kalat I am sure it vvould have added much to your health. 

I anı looklng very anxıously whea we could meet cıther in Baluchistan or at Delhi. 

Qazi Mohammad Isa will convey you some specimen of the Manual Work done 
in my State whıch, I Irust. you vvould lıke. 

Wıth best vvıshcs and sinrcrc regards. 


Yours very siucercly, 

Mir Ahmad Yar Khaıı 
His Hıghness, Beglar Begi, 
thc Khan of Kalat. 


41 
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Your Highness, 


Quetta. 

29th Junc, 1943. 


I am cxtrcınely thankful to you for your Icttcr of tlıc 24th instant, and I immcnscly 
apprcciatc your welconıc to me to Baluchistan. 1 had a long wi.sh to cstabli&h my contact 
with this historical part of thc country; and at last I am here to scc for myself thc people 
and brcathe thc dry but plcasant air of this land. The country although is dry with its barren 
hills, but if not negleeted, can be ınadc into most wondcrful land. 


As regards your very kind invitation to go and stay with you al Kalat as your 
guest, 1 shall be honoured to havc that opportunity and accept your invitation with great 
pleasurc. I can get to Kalat on the lOth July and can stay with you for a couple of days. 
I shall be accompanicd by my sisler, my Sccrctary, and t\vo personal servants. Plcasc Ict me 
know, if this date wıll süit your Highness 


Thanking you, with very kind regards. 


Yours sincorely. 


Your Highness, 


♦ # 


İf 


M. A. Jinnah. 
QueLla. 

13th July, 1943. 


In the first placc Ict mc most cordially thank you for your brothcrly hospitality; 
and 1 enjoyed my stay with you thoroughly and I shall alsvays remember Kalat and Chapar 
vvherc I spent my threc days in your company of complctely friendly atmosphcrc. 

Wjtlı regard to Deku, wcll, I am eatrcmely thankful to you for sending him to 
mc because you tlıink he took great liking to me. 1 am afraid 1 cannol deprivc you of him, 
it may be a temporary phase on his part; besides it is very diflicult for mc to take him about 
just now as I am going from place to palce, and this time of thc ycar it vvould bc unkind 
to take him along in the heat of Karachi, Bombay and Delhi as hc is not acclımatizcd; 
but Miss Patıma Jinnah vvould bc thankful to you if you givc a puppy of thc ncxt litter as 
you vvere good enough to promisc, and wc will arrange that it slıould bc sent to us when v*'c 
settic down at Delhi dircet. 


Thanking you önce more, wilh best salaams from Miss Jinnah and myself. 

Yours sıncorely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 
P.S. 

Hovvever 1 am keeping Deku here for a few days tili you arrivc here. Looking 
forward to mcet you soon. 

M. A. J. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
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Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

Aprıl 14th, 1945. 


Your Highncss, 

I havc not vvrittcn to you Tor a long time: but 1 havc alvvays madc cnquirJcj, 
and I was glad to hcar that you wcrc kceping wcU and happy. The reason why I am troubling 
yon with thi& Icttcr that, as you perhaps kno'A’, 1 had a very bad brcakdown rcccntiy. 
Although I am much better no w, I am strictly ordered by my doctors to have complete 
rest Tor at least two to three months. Accordıng to thcır advicc, I am going to a small hill 
station ncar Bombay within a couplc of days, and I shall stay there tıll about thc hrst wcek 
of June, but I am strongly advised that I should not stay in Bombay during thc monsoon. 
But there is no placc in this Presideney \vhcrc onc can go and stay and avoıd thc cffccts 
of thc monsoon, as you know it rains very hcavıly on thıs side, and I havc been urged by 
my doctors that 1 must get to somc temperate and dry climatc, and they ali unanimously 
rccommcnd Quetta as thc best placc ın June, July and August. I am therefore wondcring whc- 
ther you can convcniently put your housc “hut” at Qucita at my disposal for about a couplc 
of months. Also I know you vvere very kind whcn I happened to be in Kalat for a fcw days, 
and that you rcpeatcdiy pressed mc and o/Tcrcd your ho.'pıtality to comc and stay ın Kalat 
I was eharmed with your camp and I fell m love vvıth that bcautiful lıttic eottage, and whılc 
I am perhaps at Quctta to havc complete rest, bccausc after ali Quctta is a very big town. 
I shall be glad to avail myself of your hospitalıty, which you so cordially offcrcd to me, and 
spend somc time in Kalat, \vhich can be arranged ıf I get as far as Quctta. On hcaring from 
you I shall dccidc finally and dchnıtcly Ict you knovv whcn I can get there. Of course, I do 
not wish you to put yourscJf to any inconvcnıcncc, ıt is only if you can tvithout any difficulty 
managc, then I shall be thankful to you. More \vhcn mc mcet. 


I may add that Miss Jinnalı \v:ll accc.mpany mc and at Icast onc Secretary. 
Wıth very kind regards to you from Miss Jınnah and myself. 


Yours sinccrciy, 
M. A. Jınnah. 
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Quetta, 

15th Septembcr, 1945. 

Your Highness, 

Thank you for your kind Icttcr of the 13th Septcmber, which was dclivered to 
mc on my arrival here by your Chief Secretary. I am looking forward to go to Mastung, 
but I have certain things to do, and I havecxplained to your Chief Secretary, which compels 
me to remain in Quetta for somc littie time. As soon at I can manage, I shall accept the 
hospitality and the honour that you have done mc by your kind ınvitation to go över to 
Mastung and I am rcally looking forıvard to mceting you, as soon as I can possibly get 
away from Quetta. 

Thank you for your good vvishes. 

Hoping you are wcll and with very kind regards from Miss Jinnah and me, 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* • • 

AiwaQ-e-Ka1at 

Quetta. 

I.3th April, 1947. 

My dcar Quaid-c-Azam, 

I returned to Baluchistan on the 29th of last month. Beforc I say anytbing, I 
wish to convey to you grateful thanks from my people and myself for the kind and very 
affeetionate thoughts you exprcssed in rcspect of our aspirations and for the sympathetic 
view with which you regarded the Kalat case. Your conversations stili pervade ali my thoughts, 
and they have had very benevolent cffect on my fcelings. It W3S duc to this influence that 
I, at the very iîrst opportunity, madc in unequivocal terms a public announcement giving 
ali my support to ><jur demand of Pakistan—not only your demand, but rather a demand 
of the ten million Muslims of India. J enelose for your perusal a copy of ıhc announcement 
vvhich is in Urdu. Kalat, I belicve, is the first and, so far, the only State which has publicly 
ıhrovvn its lot with Pakistan and has promiscd its fulicst support therefor. The attitude 
that the oppositc camp will conscqucntly adopt in rcspect of Kalat and its demands ıs 
evıdent. At this juneture, 1 rcquest you to do mc a favour by giving a short public statement 
in support of my announcement. This will have at least a soothing elTect on the feclings 
of the pro-Lcague public, ıvhich at present are very much pronc to be swcpt by the Cong- 
gress propaganda: it is this thought that lempts mc to rcqucst you for a statement in support 
of the Kalat Government announcement which would othcrvvise scem to you inopportune. 

I am sending you this Icttcr by hand of Mr. Muhammad Azim, my Private Secre¬ 
tary. He has strong pro-Lcaguc inclinations and has my full confidence in cvery rcspect. 
Any message you may like to send mc through him will rcach me safciy. 
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I hope this Ictter will find Miss Jinnah and you both very much busy at Delhi. 
I wish you both good health and long life to serve thc causc of the Muslims of India. In 
Ihe end, I must oncc again thank you both for the kind hospitalıty you showed mc whilc 
I was last at Bombay. 

With kindest regards to you both. 


Yours very affeclionately, 

MİT Ahmad Yar Khan 
Khan of Kalat. 


* * 


* 


Governor Gencral’s Housc, 
Karachi. 

2nd February, 1948. 


My dcar Khan Sahib, 

1 am glad to mect your Prime Minister, Nawabzada Mohammcd Aslam, today 
whcn hc came to talk över matters with mc on your behalf. Wc have discussed thc mat- 
ter, and lıc will convey to you thc rcsult of our talk. 

As your friend and wcll-wishcr, I advise you to join Pakistan without any further 
delay. I do hope that you will carefully consıdcr thc matter and let me have your final 
reply which you promised to do after your stay with me in Karachi whcn we fully discussed 
the wholc question in ali its aspeets. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M A. Jinnah. 


* 


• * 


SIR KHİZER HAYAT KHAN TIWANA 


On 27th April, 1944 Quaid-c-Azam ıssued the slatement on the breakdown of 
hiB talks with Khizer Hayat Khan Tiwana. Hc said: 

“We have had prolonged discussions; and since my arrival here for the second 
time, in continuation of our previous discussions which started as far back as March J9, 
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I met Malık Khizar Hayat Khan on April 20, and he has discussed the matter with mc 
during half a dozen intcrvicws lasting över two hours or three hours on each occasion, and 
he had promiscd tn givc mc his final reply today. 

“He arrivcd at my housc thıs aftcrnoon. Whcn I asked hım what vvas his final 
attitude and that of Sir Chhotu Ram and Sardar Raldcv Singh regarding the proposals 
Vrhich I had placcd before him and them was, he then vcrbally told me mnny things, and I 
suggcstcd that in fariness to him and mc it is bcltcr that he should givc mc the final reply 
in writing, so that therc should be no room for any misunderstanding. Accordingiy, whcn 
he was here I dictatcd a Icitcr to my private sccrctary. İt was typed and handcd över to 
İlim on the understanding that he vviU Ict met havc h’s final reply m ıvrıting by 9 o’clock 
tonight, as I madc it clcar to him that wc had discussed the ıvholc question threadbare, and 
that it vvas not possiblc for mc to wait any longer, specially as I vvas bookcd to İcavc for 
Sialkot tomorrovv. 

"He promiscd to Ict me havc his reply by 9 o'clock tonight. I vvaitcd for the reply 
and at 9-20 p.m. I rang him up syaing that I had not rcccived from him the promiscd reply 
in vvriting. 

Much to my surprisc on tclcphoııc he ınformed me that he had no reply to give 
cxccpt vvhat he had told mc vcrbally. 

Thcrcupon I sent him a lotter, same date, after this tcicphonic convorsation bet- 
vvccn hım and mc at about 9-JO p.m. I sent this letter with a rcsponsiblc person to makc 
sure that it was delivered to him. When he wcnt there Malik Khizer Hayat Khan declincd 
to acknovvlcdge even the rcceipt of the letter on a slıp of paper vvhich vvas sent along vvith 
the letter. 

“I had agaiıı to send Navvab of Mamdot, President of the Punjab Provinciai 
Müslim Lcague, and Mümtaz DauUana, M.L.A., vvith the letter and the slip on vvhich 
he vvas rcqucstcd to acknovvlcdge the rcceipt, but he again declincd to sign the receipt 
and rcceive the letter. l had to send them a second time to deliver the letter personally to 
Malik Khirer Hayat Khan, and endorse upon that acknonlcdgmcnt slip that they had in 
fact delivered the letter personally to him. This vvas on April 27 at 11 p.m. and thcir cndor.se- 
ment runs as follovvs:” 

‘‘Wc have personally delivered this letter to Malık Khizer Hayat Khan on April 
27, at 11 p.m. and he refuses to acknovvledge rcceipt of it. Therefore, wc hereby State that 
vve havc in fact delivered the letter to him personally and ccrtıfy to that cffect. 

İftikhar Hus.sain Khan. 

Mümtaz Daultana. 

Malik Khizer Hayat Khan has ncither answcrcd my first letter of April 27, which 
vvas delivered to him personally today, nor my second letter of which he refused to ack- 
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nowJedgc Ihc rcceipt giving final rcply in writing as to what Sir Chtiotu Ram, Sardac Baldcv 
Singh and hc himsclf had to say with rcgard to thc proposals of ours, which now had becn 
the subjcct-mattcr of discussion since my arrival in Lahorc and had been discussed thread- 
barc. 


As Malık Khizer Hayat has not rcplicd to mc yet 00-30 hours ıt ıs now for thc 
MusJim Lcaguc to dccidc what course of aetion they should take. 


* * 


* 


The follovving Icttcr vvas pcrsonally delitered by Ouaid-Azarn to Malık Khizer 
Hayat KKan. 

T3car Malık Khizer Hayat Khan, 

Wc İlave had prolonged discussions, and 1 shall feci oblıged if yon will be good 
cnough to let mc know yoıır final dccısion \vith rcgard to thc three points. 

Plcasc let ine kno\v to what extcnt Sır Chlıotu Ram and Sardar Baldcv Sınglı agrec 
ıvith ali these three proposals or any of them, and also whcthcr you agree with ali thesc 
three proposals or any of them. I hope tbat you \vill let mc have your rcply by this evening 
as it is not possiblc to wait any longer. 


Yours sinccrcK, 
M. A. Jınnah. 


* % 


* 


The followıııg lelter w:ıs addresscd by Quaid-ı-Aram to Malik Khizer Hayat 
Khan which thc Nawab of Mamdot and Mr. Mümtaz Daultana vvent to deliver to him. 

Dcar Malik Khizer Hayat Khan, 

You promised to send mc your rcply tu my lelter dated Aprıl 27, which was given 
to you this aftcrnoon, by 9 o'clock at thc lalcst tomght and I waıted for it and rang you 
up that 1 vvas vvaiting for a rcply bccause ıt was ncavly 9-20 p.m. I reccivcd an answer from 
you that you ha>c no rcply to givc exccpt what you told mc vcrbally. That is goıng back 
on your promisc to givc mc your rcply in vvrıting. You said so many things vcrbally to mc 
ıhat it vvas impossıble to know what your position was. 

I önce morc rcquc3t you to givc mc your rcply in writing, and if I do not lıear 
from you immediatcly in rcply to this Icttcr I shall conelude that you do no accept thc 
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threc proposals or any of them that were made in my letter; and in vicw of this the Müslim 
League now will havc to dccidc as to what course of action they should adopt. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* • 




KHEIRI, ABDUS SATTAR 


23rd May, 1938. 


My dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

It is only wilh the purpose of strengthcning your hands that I am wrilıng this to 
you. Wc, here in Aligarh, havc the fulicst faith in you. Wc feci that the interests of not 
only 90,000,000 Indian Muslims arc securc in your hands but also those of the generations 
to come. But it is rather disquieting to hcar that pressure is bcing brought on you to 
bring abüut an understanding at any cost, provided somc selfîsh members may be able to 
get a few big jobs. 

Such a move shall be catastrophal at this stage whcn the Muslims arc on the way to 
solidarity and organisation. The most fundamental fact and right that the 90,000,000 
of Indian Muslims are in THEMSELVES A GREAT NATİON and A SEPARATE 
POLITICAL ENTİTY must not bc sacrificed. If the Congress Hindus arc made to 
recognisc this, then every other thing not inconsistent with this is a minör thing. 

Such a demand is not even in modem history and currcut politics a ncw thing. 
Accordıng to the Pcacc Trcaty of St. Germain in 1919, the great Democratic powers 
of the world (England, France, US) crcatcd a Democratic state, Czccho-Slovakia 
and granted to the Germans and the Slovaks rqual rights with the Czechs. The Czechs 
were also signitorics to the trcaty. The Germans, for instance, in it, wcrc granted to havc 
their own schools, tlıeir own courts aud judges and equal sharo in the govemment of the 
land. A şort of full autonomy, as in Swit 2 crland, was promised to them. Of course the pro- 
mises 'Vere not kept. The oppression continued tili their brothers on the other side of the 
borders became strong ete., ctc. 

The Muslims have been now arouscd. The spirit which you have breathed into 
them is no(v a matter of fact and cannot bc ignored. 

I knovv, wc are stili disorganised, and the temptation is great to have a tespite. 
Please do not yicld to any kind of pressure. Act only according to your inner political 
self. 
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I pray that God shall give you strength in this grcat trial and true insight into the 
needs of the Indian Muslims. 


Yours sincerely, 

Sattar Kheiri 
A membcr of the League. 


* * 


* 


Bhüpal, 

18th Scptcmbcr, J938. 


Dcar Mr. Sattar Kheiri, 

I thank you for your Ictter of the 8th August 1938 and I am sorry I was not able 
to reply to your letter because I was not well. I thank you for the paper called “The Spirit 
of the Time.” I rcad it with interest and it is very good of you of promise to send mc its 
copy regulariy. 

Thanking you, 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 




♦ 


Distrıct Jail, Dchra Dun (U.P.) 
Tuesday, August 12, 1941. 

8-00 p.ın. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have the fullest trust ın your leadership. Only a fool would not see what posıtion 
the Müslim League has gained during the last threc ycars. We have becn alvrays advancing 
and that too quitc rapidly, in spite of the kind of folloving you have had. That is his last 
speech, Mr. Amery speaks of insuperablc objeetions to such a seheme as the so-called 
Pakistan seheme, at any rate in its eatreme form, I find rather encouraging. There are 
stili much more encouraging statements in his speech. He finally scems to dismiss the English 
parliamentary System as unsuilablc for Iadia.Then he secms to be positivc that the Congress 
in never likely to enjoy such a posvcrful position in the Government of India as they would 
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havc cnjoycd in tlıc now dcad constitution. But thcrc is no finatity in politics. Mr. Amcry 
or Mr. Churchili or any body else is not going to fîght our battics. Wc alonc must solve 
our problems. Under your Icadership. wc hope wc \vill do. 

Müslim Univcrsily. 

In thc monthly, “Palestine and Middic East” of Janııary 1,1941, onpagc 13, thcrc 
is an articlc on thc Hebrcw Unıvcrsity and War. It bcings as follows: “Whcn the Hcbrcw 
Univcrsity was projcctcd it \vas eonccivcd not only as thc centre of Jcwish İcarning but 
cqually as an institulion vvhıch vvould grapplc with thc manifold scicntilic problems con- 
frontıng thc development of thc Jcwish National Home.” 

And wc kno\v what part thc Hebrevv Unıvcrsity lıas been playıng in thc rcalization 
of thc political aspıration on thc Jc\vish Nation. And yet, Mr. Jiıinah, cxcluding your 
pcrsonal interest, vvhich I appıccıatc fully, the Müslim Lcaguc as an organization has been 
criminally uegleeting this source of ali rcal poıver. Nay thc Lcaders of thc U.P. Müslim 
Lcaguc havc served as thc l-iftlı Column of thc Congress, and unknoıvingly as tlıc agents 
of thc anti-rciıgious Commuiiistics—International. Itakcall thc rcsponsıbility of making 
this bold statcnıcnt on me. It ıs an ırrcfutable fart that Naqwıb İsmail Khan, tlıc Pre- 
sJdent of thc U.P. Lcaguc, Choudhri Khaliquzzamaıı, thc Lcader of thc Müslim Lcaguc 
party in thc U.P. Asscmbly and our popular Lcader Raja Sahib Mahmudabad and somc 
other living or now dcad, bruught by canvassing and by thcir own votes into thc Müslim 
Univcrsity Court of a Congrc.ss Müslim M.L.A.’s from various provincial and Central 
Asscmblics, bccausc they thought thc.se Congress Muslims will east thcir votes against 
Dr. Sır Ziauddin. Mr. Jinnah you remember, ihrccycars ago both Dr. Ziauddin and Nawab 
İsmail Khan at your advicc withdrcw thcir names from bcing candidates for thc Vjcc- 
Chanccllorship. I havc hcard from a big Congress Lcader, though just now I h.avc forgotten 
his name, that Pandit Vallabh Pant was angry with Nawab Isma'l Khan on accounl of 
withdrawing his name, for Mr. Pant had madc ali arrangements for İcavc ete. for such 
mcınbcrs of thc Univcrsity Court who wcrc to vote for thc Nawab Sahib. Nawab İsmail 
Khan has been thc greatest supporter of Dr. Zakir of thc Jamia Millia, \vho had been 
domg his best to ıntroducc Congress niindcd members in thc Staff and tho Courl. Another 
great fricnd of Navvab Sahib has been Khan Bhadur Dcputy Habibullah, thc bıttcrcr cnemy 
of ali Lcaguc ıvorkcrs ın thc Univcrsity. About this Dr. Abid, Mr. Jamiluddin Ahmed and 
myself protested önce to Navvab Sahib. So far önce he stayed at Dr Abid's vvhen he camc 
on Lcaguc business. And önce wc three and a fevv other spoke to Navvab Sahib about 
Dr. Zakir. Upon this Navvab lost all self control and vvas fiili of rage. And now thc thing 
has been cxposcd. They havc been thc cause of party fccling in thc Univcrsity. For ycars 
Ihcy havo been intrigumg to briııg in Congrcss-Walas ın thc key-positions in thc Univer- 
sity. It vvere these three persons vvho had brought in thc Eaccutivc Council of thc Uni¬ 
vcrsity men like Tasadduq Ahmed Shcrvvani, Abdul Majid Khvvaja, Khavvaja Abdul Hamccd 
of Okasa famc. And now vvhen evcrything is out and vvhen they fınd that in spite of ali 
thcir intrigucs and Ict me say boldiy, thcir trcachcry to İslam they havc lost thc povver 
they had been vviciding so long, they havc at last resigned from thc membership of the 
Exccutivc Council of thc Univcrsity. 
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Mcmbcrs of thc Müslim Leaguc in thc University, its OfiScials and I rcgard the 
clection of Dr. Ziauddin as thc grcatcst victoıy of the Müslim Leaguc and this against the 
grim opposition of the U.P. Müslim League. Docs it not look liLe an anomaly? 

İn to-day's Statesman I read. “This University is a Moslem institulion which 
has prcservcd an Islamic atmosphere and respect for Islamic tenets. For those who oppose 
and undermine Islamic beliefs and practices in addressing the students of the Müslim 
Univcrsitics arc öpen. “Declared Sir Ziauddin Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor, in addressing 
thc students of thc Müslim University, Aligarh, at the beginning of thc new session to-day. 

_’’ But these wiLl rcmaın in words utlered into thc air to be lost unless someonc who 

ıs encrgctic, cnthusiastic and capable takes them up and sees that thc Dr. sticks to them. 
Tnstead, 1 nm sure, there vvill bc lots of encrgctic opposition to him. 

I know, wc are stili disorganised and thc temptatinn is very great to havc a respite. 
Plcasc do not yicld to any kind of pressurc. Act only according to your inner political 
self. Ali you havc been tclling us shovvs that your inner political self is very sound and is 
Ycry fully Islamic. 

I pray that God shall givc you strength in this great hour of trial and truc msight 
into thc üccds of thc Indian Muslims. 


Very sincercly yours, 

Sattar Khciri. 
A ınembcr of the League's Council. 




* * 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll. 

Bombay 

27th August, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Kheiri, 


I anı in rcccipt of your letter of thc 12th of August, and thank you for it. The 
various suggcstions that you have made will ccrtainly receıve my careful consideration. 


With kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


« * 
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Müslim University, 
Aligarh 

October 29, 1944 


Dear Mr. Jınnah, 

Peace. It is just to inform you that I havc come back to Aligarh and I thank you 
heartily for ali you did for my release during the early days of my detention. No onc's 
efforts succeeded because Allah had planned for me. I know that even the Government 
could not release me though they tried more than önce. But when the hour came they could 
not keep me a day longer. I used to write to you from the Jail but in the Parole Camp at 
Naini Tal I was told not to write to political personalitics. I did not even nced then to writc. 
My faith in you by that time had grovvn so strong that I could cali >ou “AMEEN”. I 
was never disappointed in ali what you said or did. In fact almost always I felt what your 
reaction to sııch and such a matter would be and 1 was alvvays right. 

What I feel and know and I am sure that you feci and know stili more that wc 
so-called Muslims lack Islanıic character and vvithout it nothing Islamic can be done. 
To-day is the hrst time I am writing any letter after my release. Mr. Jinnah I had unique 
opportunitics to mediatc, think and plan in jail and in the camp. I have not wasted my 
time. And when I feel to tvork, I feel twenty years youngcr. I am sure that Pakistan will 
come but only then when we depend for our success only on Allah and on our own strength 
bestovved to us by Allah. And this time is bound to come. Pakistan shall be achieved by the 
efforts of tnıly honest and sincere Muslims hovvmuchsoevcr unpleasant disagreeable and 
abhorent it may be to others. I have faith in Allah, I have faith in you and I havc faith 
in myself. 

Then I have work before me I am healthy, strong and young. I hopc that you 
too are keeping good hcalth and are feeling youngcr and younger. God may preserve you 
for the work to be done. 


Yours sincerely, 

Sattar Kheiri. 

10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi, 
SthNovember, 1944 


My dear Mr. Kheiri, 

I am in receipt of your letter of October 29th, and I thank you for it. I am glad 
that you are free man. Of course, I do not know why you were subjected to detention, 
but you know that 1 am alvvays against any man's liberty being taken away without a judkİBİ 
trial. 
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1 am glad that you are well and full of hopes, and that you vvili work for the bet- 
terment of Müslim India. I kııow we have many difficulties, but I think we have made a tre- 
mendous progress, and we have every reason to be encouraged, having regard to the en- 
thusiastic support and sympathy we have of millions of ourpeople. If we work in an or- 
ganized and united spirit, 1 am confident that we shall achieve our goal of Pakistan. 

Yours sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


♦ * * 

KinjRO, M. A. 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hill. 

Bombay. 

İst October, 1941. 


Dear Mr. Khuro, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 24th Septcmber cnclosîng the press cuttings, 
and while I agrce with you as regards your criticism of Mr. Gandhi and the Congress high 
command in aIlowing K. B. Allahbux to continue as a member of the so-called National 
Defence Council, I do not know what I can do in the matter. It is entirely in the hands 
of the Musalmans of Sind. You say, “The Hindu minority is combined and well organized 
and by dıviding the Müslim raajority they are playing the game most successfully”. WelJ, 
that we know, and that is the very reason vvhy I have bcen urging upon you and other 
leaders of the Müslim Leaguc urganisation to organise our people so as to prcvent Müslim 
majority bcing divided. But you people are so impatient of the resuU. You 'want quick 
results. I again, thcrefoıe, emphatically want you and other leaders of the Müslim League 
to organise our people so that you can resist the State of things ın Sind which you are facing. 

As regards your observations regarding Pakistan, I am afraid they are far too loose 
and I am glad that you also say that is a separate issuc altogether and I shall certainly 
vveleome a discus&ion with you and other Müslim League leaders when we mcet. 

I hope that you will come in a veıy strong contingeney at the mceting of the Council 
of the All-India Müslim League which is going to take plaee at Delhi in the last wcek of 
October. We can also discuss the question of my going to Karachi therc if necessary. 

Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah. 



Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll. 

Bombay 
lOlh Junc 1942. 


Dcar Mr. Khuro, 

Many thanks Tor your Icttcr of thc Sth of Junc and 1 am glad that you had a vcry 
successful tour in Sukkur and Jacobabad Districts. I will writc to our fricnd JalTar Khan 
Jamali for his great hclp and our appreciation for what he has done for the Leaguc. I havc 
met him morc than oncc and also at Allahabad I saw him, I know hc is a very staunch 
Lcaguer. 


With regard to Mr. Rashdı’s account regarding thc procecdings of thc mecting of 
the Provincial League Council, I should likc to know fuller details and I am glad that you 
are sending me a copy of your statement. 

Hoping you arc wcll, with kind regards. 


Yours sinccrcly, 
M. A. Jmnah. 


* 


• * 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hill. 

Bombay 
l.^th July, 1942. 

Dear Mr. Khuro, 

Many thanks for your Ictter of thc 6th of July and cnelosing thc notes of the 
meeting of the Provincial Müslim League Council hcld in May last. Flcasc keep mc in 
touch with you from time to time. 

As regards Mr. Rashdi, he came to scc mc here a few days ago and 1 told him that 
apart from the reports which I have reccivcd against him from vaıious quarters, what 
I gathered from his wntings in his own paper was cnough to crcate apprehensions in the 
mind of tbose who have been vt'atching developments that have taken place iıı Sind. I advised 
him that if he cannot see eye to eye with thc majority and there arc now responsible men 
at the helm of the Müslim League his proper course would be to persuade them and not 
be aggressive and create a division and that he should really devote most of his time in 
making his paper really a first dass paper and leave the alfairs of the Müslim League in 
the hands of the office bearers and thc eaecutive. I hope that hc will follow my advice and 
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not crcatc any troublc. But of course you arc the best judge as to how you should deal 
wıth him and what you should do in the nıatter. 

As rcgards my coming to Sind, or calling a mecting of the VVorking Committee 
or the Council at Karachi, I shall certainly consider your suggestion and see what I can 
do in the matter. But you knaw it is not very easy to get the peoplc to go to Karachi as 
it is not a very Central placc. I can quite appreciate your desire to get us all there. No doubt 
it wıll givc a consıderable impetus to those of you who arecarrymg the burden and working 
for our cause. So I fully appreciate your point of vicw, but you msut also understand the 
dilTıcuItıcs. 

Wıtlı kind rcgards, 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jmnah. 

♦ 

DR S. A. latif 

Tclegram dated October 9, 1940 to IMr. Mı A> Jinaah 


Mrs. Sarojıni Naidu writcs mc asking immcdıatc rcpiy. Letter begins' 

“As you arc awarc your cultural zones seheme together Altemative Constitu- 
tion suggcstcd by you have receivcd careful attention t'rom some prominent Congress leadera 
(stop) Should further elucidation bc necessary regard fevv poınts in your Constitution 
would it bc possible for you mcet İcading Members Working Committee lor personal 
discussion (^sîop) It would be of course purciy in your indivıdual capacity as Author Seheme 
and Constitution without prcjudicc and for purpose elucidation of issues that might İcad to 
an agrccd solution (stop) As 1 am leaving tomorrosv night tenth for Wardha plcasc send 
me immediate rcply (stop) Lcttcr ends. Kindly wire if you have any objection my meeting 
Congress Leaders personal capacity for elucidalion.’’ 

Latif. 


* 


♦ » 


Telegran dated October 9,1940 to Dr. Latif 

Your tclegram regret cannot agree meeting Congress Workmg Committee any 
Congress Hindu leader wclcomed see me. 


Jiıvnah. 


* « 


« 
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Yusuf Manzil, Adikmet, 
Hyderabad—Deccan. 
lOth Octobcr, 1940. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


I have received your telegram saying that you do not agree that I should ‘tneet 
any membcr of the Congress Working Committee,’ and that ‘any Hindu Congress Icadeı' 
is welcomed to see you.' 

My telegram to you conveying the contents of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu’s letter to 
which the above was your reply probably was not clear in its meaning. T cnclosc a full copy 
of her letter. 

The letter makcs it clear that it was in my individual capacity as Author of an 
‘Alternative Constitution’, and without prejudicing the oflicial position of any party, that 
1 was required to say vvhether it was possibte for mc to meet one or two membcrs of the 
Congress Working Committee and elucidate a few points in the proposed Constitution. 
That being so, there is obviously no ground for me to refuse to discuss it when ınvited to 
do so, espccially when the scheme claims to have been prepared for the consideration not 
merely of the Müslim Leaguc but of ali other polıtıcal partics in the land. 

As you are aware, I have discussed the subjcct durJng the last one year and a 
half with political thinkers belonging to every camp. But neither I nor any of those with 
whom I have had tu discuss it, have ever been in doubt about my personal role or felt 
that 1 was sponsoring the otlîcial views of the Müslim Leaguc, although everyone would 
see that as a Müslim my sympathies were always in favour of the Mu.slim Lcague. My 
attitude has ali along been that of a student anxious to explain a thcsis to ali concemed 
—a thesis in which I have fervently believed. Innone of my vvritings have I ever, cven unwitt- 
ingly, compromised the oflicial position of the Müslim Leaguc. In fact, I have had oft 
and on to attempt to bring round the leaders of the League to my way of thinking; and I 
cannot say to myself that my attempts have always met with full success. Even as recently 
as the 27th September, I had to take up so much of your time in Delhi in trying to impress 
upon you that your Resolution of Lahore lacked background and that its provisions, 
particularly the provision of mandatory safeguards for Müslim minorities, ııeeded to be 
fitted into an All-India framework. Such being my personal view of the League’s latest 
offlcial programme, 1 sbould be the last person to have compromised the oflicial position 
of the League in the course of any discussion of my ov^n scheme vvith anyonc. 

The object of my telegram to you was to And out if you, as an experienccd leader 
em'oying my personal profound respect, would give any word of caution or advice in 
respect of the discussion I mJght have with any leading members of the Congress Work- 
ing Committee. Your reply, therefore, is rather unexpected. You have asked me not to 
meet them at all.Of course, my meeting any one depends upon my convenience.But as author 


190 



of the Scheme, how can I refuse to discuss it when asked to do so. That would look very 
ridiculous and would be against the very spirit of the Scheme itself. I would have been 
certainly diflerent if my scheme had been adopted by the Müslim League in its fulness, 
in whıch cascl would have left its interpretation or exposition entirely to the official repre- 
sentatives of the League. 

I pray you, therefore, to think över the matter. For the present 1 have given no 
rcply to Mrs. Naidu, bccasue it would surprise her, as it wouId anybody, if 1 should teli 
her that as author of an idca I could not see my way to explain it to those who seek to un- 
derstand it. I shall, therefore, be happy to know that you never meant in your telegram 
that I should give such a reply to her. 


Yurs sincerely, 
S. A. Latif. 


+ 


* W 


Moıınt Pleasant Ruad, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay, 

12th October, 1940. 


Dcar Dr. Latif, 

I have rcccived your letter of the lOth of October, 1940, with a copy of Ihe letter 
addrcsscd to you hy Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. 

So far as I am concerned there is no misunderstandingof any kind whatsoever. 
İt is quitc clear and T am stili of opınion that having regard to the position you occupy 
you should not wait on any member of the Congress Workıng Comraittec for the ostensible 
purpose suggested. If they really desire to discuss with you as the author of a scheme in 
your indivıdual capacıly for the purpose of elucidation. vvhy ali this fuss? They can do so 
by meeting you at your place, or by correspondence. But let me draw your attention to 
the last scntcnce of the first paragraph of the letter of Mrs. Naidu. İt runs as foliovvs: 

It vvould be of course purely in your indivıdual capacity as author of the scheme 

and constitution vvithout prejudice and for the purpose of clarification of issues 

that might lead to an agreed sotution. 

What does tlıis mean? Agreed solution betvveen whom? 

Besides, in my opinion, your scheme is fundamentally dilferent from the basic 
principle laid down in the Lahore Resolution of the All-India Müslim League, last March. 
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I am sorry that you do not quite apprcciate thc Lcaguc Rcsolution, although 
I tricd to explain to you in our talk on thc 27th of Septembcr. You say, to usc your own 
words, “The objcct of my telegram to you was to And out if you, as an experjenced leader 
enjoying my presonal profound repcct, would give any word of caution or advice in res- 
pect of thc discussion I might have with any leading mcmber of thc Congress Working 
Committee.” That is thc very rcason why I adviscd you not to bc draggcd into this move 
as you are sought to be. I stili advisc you to adherc to my request contained in my telegram. 

We did not have sufifîcient time to discuss thc Lahore Rcsolution m Delhi, as I 
was busy with thc meeting of the WoTking Committee, but I shall bc too glad to resume 
our talk in the near futurc. 


* 1 . 


* 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Yusuf Manzil. Adikmet, 
Hydcrabad —Deccan, 
I7th October. 1940. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

I received your letter last cvening and wircd to >ou as under; 

‘T apprcciate your standpoint. Will follow advice." 

Mrs. Naidu has come back from Wardha and 1 had a talk with her to-day on 
the phone in conneetion with her letter under consideration. I told her my vie\^, and she 
said that in that case, her friends on the Congress Working Committee would write to 
me and seek elucidation of certain points in my constitutional .seheme. Let thc matler 
rest at that. When I actually hear from them, I shall wrıtc to you again. 

As I told you in Delhi, I was practically in full agreement wıth thc Lahore Re- 
solutioR as far as it went. But 1 tried to make it clear that when you v/ould proceed to im- 
plement it, you would have to reproduce in some form thc All-India background provided 
in my seheme. 

The Rcsolution provides for two compact Federated Sovcreign Slates-oneonthe 
North-Wcst, and the other on the North-East-even as envisaged in my altematıve consti- 
tution which has been under your consideration for över a year. It too speaks of safe- 
guards to be provided in the constitution for Muslims in areas where they are in the minority. 
Only my seheme details those safeguards. My contention is that the provisions for mino- 
rities (“mandatory" as the Resolution qualifies them) will argue some reciprocal All- 
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India avrangcmcnt such as can bc cffcctivciy cıılbrccd. Indccd thc Rcsolution states that for 
somc time to come at İcast, the cxcrcisc of powcr m rcspect of Dcfcncc, External relations, 
Cııstom, Communications, ctc., will not bc assumcd by thc States you would carvc out. 
In other words, thc Rcsolution anticipate a transitlonal All-India Constıtution at least 
for these subjccts. That is onc of the rcasons why I havc provided a Centrc-a Centre 
^shich should bc agrccablc to yon and from whcrc thc Hindus \vill not bc Jn a position to 
dominate thc Muslims. (Vıdc thc provisions in this rcspcct under Representation on Legis- 
Urıırc (3) and Exccutivc (2), pages 3 and 4 of thc proposed constilution as redrafted three 
ınonths ago with a vicw to ımplcmcnting thc Lahorc Rcsolution and forvvarded to Sir 
Abdullah Haroon for thc consideration of his Constıtution Comınıticc (Copy cnelosedt. 

1 do not thınk, therefore, that ıny schcınc ıs “fundamcntally dılTc.cnt from thc 
basıc prınciplc laid down in thc Lahorc Rcsolution” as you say. If there is rcally any diffe- 
rcncc, it is in this. Mine is fully outlincd; yours is only partiall> aiscioscd, though standing 
on ali fours with it, for ali ıntcnts and purposes. 

But if my ıntcrprctation is not corrcct, and your vicw ıs that thc seheme docs 
not at ali nccd any Centre or an all-india background to set against for implcmenting its 
provisions, and that it can stand on its own Icgs, then it is dcar that I must cndcavour 
to understand how ali that is possible. particularly in vicvv of thc fact that I havc tn preside 
över thc Ccdcd Districts Müslim Confcrcncc in thc Presideney of Madras ncxt month 
and dıscuss in my addrcss thc implication» of thc Lahorc Rcsolution as they aflfcctthc Mus- 
linıs in areas whcrc they arc in thc nıinorıty-ıhc very purpose for which thc Confcrcncc 
has been convened. I vveleome, therefore, your suggcstion to resume our talk on the subjcct 
in thc ncar futurc. It may be possible for nıc to conıc to Bombay in thc last wcck of this 
month. Wıll that süit you? 

With dcc'J regards, 


Yours sınccreJy, 
S. A. Latif. 


* 


* 


* 


Rcadymoncy Lodge, 
Matherao, 
21stOctobcr, 1940. 


Dcar Dr. Latif, 

I am in reccipt of your Icttcr of thc I7th of October, and I shall be glad to sce 
Vou in Bombay. But 1 shaJI bc there only for two or three days, It wıll, therefore, be better 
ıf you come and scc me at Delhi on or after thc 5th of November. 


193 



As rcgards thc othcr mattcrs I do not think I ııeed discuss thcm tıll we meet. 


Yours Sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 




Yusuf Manzil, Adikmet, 
Hyderabad—Deccan, 
24th October, 1940. 


Üear Mr. Jinnah, 

1 am in rcccıpt of your Icttcr datcd 2lst Octobcr, I agrce with you that it vvouJd 
be betler ıf I sce you at Delhi after thc 5th November, I shall try to bc there beforc thc 
JOth. 


Yours Sinccrciy, 
S. A. Latif. 


« • * 

LORD LINLITHGOW 


Ne\v Delhi, 
Novcnıbcr 5th, 19.39 

Dear Lord I.Jiıiithgovv, 

I wish to thank you for givıng ınc the intcrvıevv on the 4th of November as you 
had promiscd in your Icttcr of the 2Sth of October vvhercin you stated that you will be glad 
at somc suıtablc moment to cndcavour futher to clucidatc any points that there may be 
in Joubl as desired by thc rcsolution of the Working Commıttcc of thc AU-India Müslim 
Leagu'^ of the 22nd of Octobcr. 

İn mv intervievv with you on thc 4th of November thc subjcct svas fully discussed 
and nnw, as desired by Y'our Excelloncy, I am herevvith submitting to you the follovvmg 
pomts for your consideration and carly rcply;— 

(1) that as soon as circumstances may permit or immcdiatcly after thc waT the entıre 
problem of India’s future constitution, apart from the Government of India Act, 1935, 
shall be examined and rcconsidcrcd de novo; 
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(2) that no delcaration shall, cither in printiplc or othcnvisc bc madc or any 
constitution be enactcd by His Majesty’s Government or the Parliamcnt without thc ap- 
pvoval and thc conscnt of thc two majör communitics of India, viz., thc Mussalmans and 
the Hindus; 

(3) that His Majesty’s Government should try and mcet ali rcasonablc national 
demands of thc Arabs in Palestinc; 

(4) that thc İndian troops vvıll not bc uscd outsiüc India against any Müslim power 
ılı- counlty. 

I have alrcady', in my mtcrvicvv, fully explaincd thc reasons and thc grounds in 
support of these points over and above of what ıs indicated in thc statement of the 18th 
of September and the resolution of the 22nd of October of thc Working Committcc of 
the All-India Müslim Leaguc, copics of which havc already been sent to Yoıır Excellency. 

Therc ıs onc more pomt vvhich wai mcntioncd in thc statement of thc Working 
Committcc of thc 18th of September, viz., thc question of securing justice and fairplay 
to the Mussalmans in the Congrcss-govcrncd Provinces whcrc even thcir elcmentary nghts 
were bcing ruthlcssly trampicd upon; but as the Congıess Minıstcries havc göne out of officc 
1 do not dcsırc to say anything regarding tlıis maltcr at present. 

May I inform Your Exccllency that I am İcaving for Bombay tomorrow moning. 

Yours sinccrelv, 
M. A. Jınnah. 


* 


The Viceroy's Housc, 
New Delhi. 
Nosember 7th, 1939. 


Dcar Mr. Jınnah, 

Many thanks for your Icitcr of 5th Novembe.*’. 1 fully appreriate the imporlancc 
of thc points whıch you ı aise and I %vill not fail to Ict you hai e as early a rcpl) as practıcab/e. 

Yours sinceıcly. 


Lınhthgosv. 



Bombay, 

Novcmbcr IBth, 1939 


Dc-ar Lord Lınlıtheovv, 

Thank you for your Icttcr of thc 7th Novcmbcr 1939. Since thc rcccipt of your 
Icttcr I havc been pressed with inquirics from diflerent parts of thc couotry as to how and 
vvhere wc stand. Would you, therefore, mind if l vvere to publish my Icttcr to Your Excct- 
Icncy, dated thc 5th Novmeber and your Icttcr under reply. 


Yoıırs sinccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah, 


Vıccroy's Camp, 
Novcmbcr 26th/27. I9J9. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you loı your IcUcr of thc 18th Novcmbcr, 1 qunc uuderstand your anxıcty 
to publı.sh your İdler to mc of the 5th Novcmbcr and my acknovvledgcmcnt ofil. I should 
u'clcomc it if you could po,stponc publication for, say, another ten days, as I am aııxious 
that thc interval bctwccn publication by you and my reply (whıch natuıally must lake 
somc liıllc time to prepare as I havc to consult His Majcsty’s Government) should be 
as short as possiblc. But ıf you feci that it is essential for you to publish without vvaiting 
so long, I can raise no objcctıon, though I \vouId ask you to be kind cnough to Ict mc 
know m advance thc date you contemplate 

Yours siıiccrcly, 
Linlithgow. 


Tclegram dated Norember 29, 1939 to Lord Linlithgoiv 


Hope my Icttcr eightcenth has rcachcd your Exccllency am waiting for reply as soon as 
possiblc. 


Jinnah 


+ • 
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Telegram dated November 29, 1939 lo Mr. M. A. Jinnafa 

Many thanks for your telegram of today. 1 hope you will by now havc rcceıved 
lettcr of 27th November posCcd from BahawalpuT—Viccroy. 

* * « 

Viccroy’s Camp, 

Calcutta 

Dcccmbcr 23rd, 1939, 

ar Mr. Jmnah, 

I am now in a position to rcply to your Icttcr of Novciıibcr 5th, ın whıch you 
•mitted ccrıain points for my consideration. You will, I am sure, apprcciatc that more 
n One of your qucstions, if considcrcd in thc ligKt of ali thc implications involved in it, 
uld raise ıssucs affectmg othcr communities in Indıa, and that this corrcspondencc 
wecn us would not be an appropriatc medium for making pronounccmcnts on them. 
11 hope that my answers, limited though thcir scopc may bc by this consideration, will 
rethelcss scrve to rcmovc your difficulties 

2. My an.swcr to your first question is that thc dcclaration 1 madc wıth the ap- 
val of His Majesty’s Government on Octobcr I8th last does not exclude examination 
»ny part either of thc Act of 1935 or of thc polıcy and plans on which it is based. 

3. With refercnce to youı sccond point, I can assıırc you that His Majcsty's 
vernmcnt arc not under any misapprehension as to thc importance of the contentment 
thc Müslim community to the stabılıty and succcss of any constitutional dcvelopments 
India. You need thereforc havc no fcar that the wcight which your community's posi- 
1 in India necessarıly gıvcs theır vıcws wıU bc understood. 

4. In framing thcir policy for Palcstine, His Majesıy's Government havc endea- 
ırcd to mcet all reasonablc Arab demunds, and they continuc to bc fully alivc to thc 
lortancc of that issuc. 

5. Finally you asked for an as^urance that Indian troops wıll not bc uscd out- 
: India against any Müslim power or countıy This questıon is fortunately hypothetical, 
:e His Majesty is not at war wıth any Müslim powcr. You will apprcciatc. howcver, 
t it is impossiblc to give a guarantee in terms so vvide as those of your Ictter, 'vvhich 
ıld havc the effcct of limiliug fndia’s righı to usc is own army in its Qwn defence in 
umstances which cannot now be forescen: m thc present situation, howcver, as you arc 
ire, every prccaution has been taken by His Majcsty’s Gosernment at thc instance 
Lhc Government of India to ensurc that Müslim fccling in India on this matter is 
y respeeted. 

Yours sicerely, 

• * • LinIilhgow. 
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10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi, 

6th February, 1940 

Dcar Lord Liıılilhgow, 

I am hcrcvvih sending a copy of thc Workıng Committcc’s resolution passed 
on Ihe 3rd of Fcbrfiary, 1940, rcgarding the corrcspondencc that has passed betvvecn Your 
Excellcncy and myself for your consîdcration. 

Yours sincerely. 


* 


* * 


M. A. Jınnah. 


To 


Resolution 


H.E. Lord Lınlithgow, 

Vıccroy and Governor-Gencral of India, 

Ncw Delhi. 

Passed at the mccling of thc Working Committcc of thc All-India Müslim Lcaguc 
held at Gul-i-Raana, Hardınge Avenue, New Delhi, on thc 3rd and 4th of February, 1940, 
under thc Prcsidentship of Mr. M. A. Jınnah. 

Text of Resolution 

The Workmg Committcc of thc All-India Müslim Leaguc consıdcred the cor- 
respondence that has passed bctween Mr. liıınah, the President, and His Excelîency the 
Viceroy, cndıng wıth his final reply dated 23rd Dcccmber 1939. The Committcc is of the 
opinion that the reply of His Excellcncy is not satisfactory as certaın iraportant poınts 
stili requıre further clarification and clucidation. The Committcc, therefore, empowers the 
President to placc !hc vicws of thc Working Committcc before His Excclleııcy and request 
hım to reconsider the matter rcgarding thc assurances asked for in thc resolution of thc 
VVorkıııg Committcc dated the 18th of September and the 22nd of October, 1939, and 
thereby rcmovc ali doubts and apprchcnsıons from thc mind of Müslim India. 

4t i|i 

Ncw Delhi 
February 23rd, 1940 


Dear Lord Linlitlıgow, 

I placed thc wholc corrcspondencc that had passed bctwccn Your Excellency 
and myself, cndıng with your Icttcr dated Dcccmbcr 23, 1939, before the mceting of the 
Working Committcc of the All-India Müslim Lcaguc on February 3, 1940. 
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As was dcsired by Your ExceUcncy in onr convcrsaiion on February 6,1 now bcg 
to State briefly thc vJews of thc Working Coınmıttcc, whıch are asfollovvs:— 

The NVorking Committee appreciatc the clarification madc by Your Excenency 
rcgarding thc first point and are glad to note that thc declaration madc by Your Excel- 
lency, with the approval of His Majcsty’s Government, on October 18, 1939, docs notcx- 
cludc the cxamination of any part eithcr of thc Act of 1935 or of thc policy and plans ou 
whıch it is bascd. 


As regards the second point, the Working Committee do not fcel satisfied as 
the rcqucst madc for a definıtc assurance ha-: not been met, namciy, that no declaration 
should, eithcr in principlc or othcrwise, bc madc or any constitution be enforced by His 
Majesty’s Government or cnacted by Parliament wıthout thc approval and consent of thc 
Mussalmans of India. Wc rccogniso Your Exccilency’s a^su^ancc whcn you State “His 
Majcsty’s Government are not under any misapprehension as to thc ımportancc of thc 
contentment of Ihc Müslim community to thc stability and success of any constıtutıonal 
development in India. You nccd therefore, have no fcar that thc weight whıch your com- 
munity’s posıtion in India neccssarily gives thcir views, will bc underrated.” But I regret 
to sa}', this docs not mcet the point raised by thc Müslim Lcaguc, bccausc ıt stili leavcs 
thc position of thc ninety mıllion Mussalmans of India only in ıhc region of consultation 
and counscl, and vests thc final dccision in the hands of Grcat Britain to determine ıhc 
fate and future of Müslim India. Wc regret that wc cannot accept thıs position, 


As to the pohey for Palcstinc, thc Working Committee of the All-India Müslim 
League vvish to impress upon His Majcsıy’s Government ıhat a solution should be found 
to thc satisfdction of thc Arabs. The Committee aıe glad to note, as Your Exıellcncy States, 
that His Majcsty's Government havc cndcavoured to meet ali reasonablc Arabdemands, 
and they continuc to be fully alive to that issuc. But thc eyes of thc Müslim world arc watch- 
ıng the silıiation kcenly and a detinite solution should bc found without dclay. 

With regard to the use of Indıan Iroops against any Müslim Power or country, 
the Committee fcel that Your Excellency has misunderstood thc position. When we asked 
for an assurance that Indian troops will not be uscd outside India against any Müslim 
Powcr or country, it was not intended that they shall not be uscd for the dcfencc of the 
country in case of an attack on, or aggression against India, Whılc we thank Your Ex- 
cellency for informing us that every prccaution has becn taken by His Majesty’s Govenı- 
ınenl, at thc instaııcc of thc Government of India, to ensure that Müslim fccKng in India 
on this matter is fully rcspcctcd wc fccl that further clarification of thc position is necessary. 


It is rcquırcd of thc Müslim Lcaguc to givc assurance of wholchcartcd co-opera- 
tion and aetive support on behalf of the Mussalmans of India to the British Government 
for the purpose of prosccution of thc war The Committee are of opınion that berore doing 
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that they must Tccl confîdcnt that thc futurc uf thc Mussalmans of India is not Icft in the 
rcgion of unccrtainty or doubtful possibility. Conscqucntly, we do not considcr it unreason- 
ablc on our part to ask for a dcfinite assurancc that no commitments will bc madc with 
rcgard to thc futurc constitution of India or any inlerim scttlcmcnt with any other party 
without our approval and consent. If His Majcsty’s Government are prepared to treat thc 
Icadcrship of thc Mussalmans as a responsıblc body, then they must bc trusted, espccially 
whcrc thc quction of determining thcir own futurc is concerned. 

Wc arc constraıncd to state that Your Excellcncy is unnccessarily ovcr-anxious 
about the interests of other communitics. It has never been our dcsırc unjustly to harm 
any communıty. The issucs that have been raiscd by us are duc to apprehensions that the 
flrıtısh Government may bc stampeded by other powcrful organisations in thc country 
into adoptıng a course or agrecıng to a sctücmcnt m thc matter of India’s constitution 
which may provc not only highly detrimental to tlıc interests of thc Mussalmans but may 
bc dısastrous for them. 

As rcgard Palcstınc and thc usu of Indian troops, our demands, as cxplaincd by 
mc abovc, cannot in any way prejudice thc interests of any other communıty. It ıs not 
possiblc in a Icttcr of this kınd to state fuily thc various rcasons and details; but, if Your 
Exccllcncy so desires, 1 shall bc very glad to placc thc vicws of the Committcc beforc you 
in fuller details at an early date, vvhenever Your Excellcncy finds it convenient. 

Yours sinccrciy, 
M. A, Jinnah. 


• * 


* 


April 19, 1940 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I was glad to gaüter from your Icttcr of Fcbruary 24 that my letter to you of 
December 2J had rcmovcd somc of thc doubts, wlııch had been fcit by thc All-India Müslim 
Lcaguc. I do not read your letter as indicating that thc tVorking Committec nf thc Lcague 
espects anjnhing further from mc in your points— the scope of the cxamination of thc 
consıitutional posılion to follow war and thc policy in PalcsIinc. 

Ifou ask, howcvcr, for further clarification of the positiun in rcgard to the u.se 
of Indian troops against Müslim Povvers or countrics, vvhilc cxplaining, as I note and 
appreriate, that you had no intention of attempting to circuınscribe thcir use in defending 
India against atlack or aggrcssion. I presume that you do not expcct a guarantec, which 
it svould obvınusJy be impossiblc to givc, bindingus in futurc conıingencics vvhich no one 
can forcscc, But you necd have no fcar that if at any time such a contingeney arose the coas- 
ıderation underiying your suggcstion would be overlooked. Fortunately, howcver, so far 
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as thc prcsent situation is concerned. His Maje«ty’s Government are in friendly and sym- 
pathetic relations with ali Müslim Powers to some of whom indecd ttıey are bound by 
alliancc, whilc with thc rest they arc on terms of most cordial friendship. 

You represent that your sccond point was not felt by the Workıng Committee 
to bc adcquatcly met by the terms of my letter. You have no doubt noticcdthe passage 
in the Secretary of State’s spcech on April 18 in which he used thesc words: 

“But that docs not mean that the future constitution ot India is to be a consti- 
tution dictatcd by thc Government and Parliament of this country against the wishes 
of the Indian pcopic. The undertaking given by His Majesty’s Government to examine the 
cunsLitutional field in consultation with representatives of ali partics and interests in India 
connotes not dictation but negotialion. Admittedly a substantial measure of agrecment 
amongst thc communitics in India is essential if the vision of a United India, which has 
inspired the labours of so many Indians and Englishraen, is to become a rcality; for I 
cannot bclicve that any Government or Parliament in this country would attempt to ım- 
pose by force upon, for example, 80 miltion Müslim subjects of His Majesty in India, 
a form of constitution under which they would not live pcaccfully and contentedly”. 

This statement, I am sure you wıll agree, has removed any possiblc doubts on 
this point, 


Yüurs sınccrely, 
Linlithgovv. 


it 




* 


Maıheran, 
May 18, 1940 


Dcar Lord Linlithgovv, 

I am in receipt of your letter of April 19,1940, and 1 thank you for it, 1 hope you 
vvıll excusc me for the delay in replyıng to it before now, as I was uncertain as to what 
course 1 should adopt in the matter, especially as the appointmcnt of the personnel of the 
Working Committee was pending; but I now beg to inform you that I propose to placc 
thc matter before thc Working Committee consiituted for thc ensuıng year for their con- 
sideration and wil[ communicale their views to Your Excellency as soon as possible. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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that they must fccl confıdcnt that thc futurc of thc Mussalmans of Indıa is not Icft in the 
rcgion of unccriainty or doubtfui possibility. Conscquently, we do not considcr it unreason- 
able on our part to ask for a defini te assurance that no commitments will be madc with 
regard to thc future constıtution of India or any inlerim scttlcmcnt with any other party 
without our approval and consent. If His Majcsty’s Government are prepared to treat the 
Icadcrship of thc Mussalmans as a responsıblc body, then they must be trusted, espccially 
whcrc thc quction of determining thcir own future is concerned. 

We are constraıncd to state that Your Exccllcncy ıs unnccessarily ovcr-anxious 
about the interests of other communitics. It has never been our desire unjustly to harm 
any communıty. The issucs that have been raiscd by us are due to apprehensions that the 
British Government may be stampeded by other powcrful organisations in thc country 
into adopting a course or agrecıng to a scttlcmcnt in thc matter of India’s constitution 
which may provc not only hıghly dctrımcntal to thc iııtcrcsts of thc Mussalmans but may 
be dısiistrous for them. 

As regard I'alcstinc and thc usc ol indian troops, our demands, as cxplained by 
mc abovc, cannot in any way prcjudıce thc interests of any other comınunity. It is not 
possiblc in a Icıtcr of this kind to state fully thc various rcasons and details: but, if Your 
Exccllcncy so dcsıres, I shalf bc very glad to placc the vicws of theCommittcc beforc you 
in fuller details at an carly date, svhenever Your Exccllcncy finds it convenient. 

Yours smccrcly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* ♦ 


* 


April 19. 1940 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I wai glad to gather from your Ictter of February 24 that my leitcr to you of 
December 23 had removcd somc of the doubts, which had been felt by the AH-India Müslim 
Leaguc. I do not read your Ictter as indicating that the VVorking C'ommittec of thc Lcaguc 
expects anything further from mc in your poınts— the scopıc of the cxamination of thc 
constitutional position to follow war and the pulicy in Palcstinc. 

You ask, howcvcr, for further clarification of the position in regard to thc use 
of indian troops against Müslim Powers or countrics, while cxpiaining, as I note and 
appreciate, that you had no intention of attempting to circumscribc thcir use in defending 
India against attack or aggrcssion. I presume that you do not cxpcct a guarantee, which 
it would obviously bc impossiblc to givc, binding us in futurc contingencics which no one 
can forcscc, But you nccd have no fcar that if at any time such a contingeney arose the cons- 
ideratıon underiying your suggcstion would be overlookcd. Fortunately, howcver, so far 
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as the present situation is concerned, His Maicsty's Government are in friendly and sym- 
pathetic relations with ali Müslim Powers to some of vvhom indecd they are bound by 
alliancc, whilc with thc rest they arc on terms of most cordial friendship. 

You represent that your second point was not felt by the W’orking Commitlee 
to bc adequatcly met by the terms of my lettcr. You have no doubt noticed the passage 
in the Sccretary of State's spcech on April 18 in vvhich he used these words; 

“But that docs not mean that the futııre constıtution of India is to be a consti- 
tution dictated by thc Government and Parliament of this country against the wishes 
of thc Indian pcopic. The undertaking given by His Majcsty’s Government to examiue the 
constitutional hcld in consultation wıth repıesentatives of ali part'es and interests in India 
connotes not dictation but negotiation. Admittedly a substantial measure of agreement 
amongst thc communitics in India is essential ıf the Vision of a unıted India, which has 
inspircd the labours of so many Indians and Englishmen, is to become a reality; for 1 
cannot belicve that any Government or Parliament in this country would attempt to im- 
pose by force upon, for examplc, 80 million Müslim subjects of His Majesty in India, 
a form of constitution under which they would not live peaccfully and contentedly”. 

This statement, I am sure you wıll agrec, has removcd any possible doubts on 
this pomt. 


Yours sıncerciy, 
Linlithgow. 


♦ 


♦ 


* 


Matheran, 
May 18, 1940 


Dcar Lord Lınlithgovv, 

I am in rcceipt of your letter of April 19,1940, and 1 thank you for it. I hope you 
■ıvill cxcuse me for thc delay in replying to it before novv, as 1 was uncertain as to what 
course I should adopt in thc ııiatler, espccıally as thc appointment of the personnel of the 
MVorking Committee was pending; but I now beg to inform you that I propose to place 
thc nıatter before the Working Committee constıtuted for tire ensumg year for their con- 
sideration and wiU communicate their \icws to Your Excellency as soon as possible. 


* 


« * 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Bombay, 

June 17, 1940 

Dear Lord Linlithgow. 

I am enclosing hcrewith a copy of tlıe resolutioıı passed by thc >Vorking Committee 
on June 16, at its sitting in Bombay, and if you desire to discuss it further or require my 
presence I shall be glad to meet you. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


4i 4ı * 

Proceedings of the mectıng of the Workjng Commitice of thc AJl-India Müslim 
Lcague held on June 15, 16 and 17, 1940 at Bombay:— 

Rcsolvcd: The Working Committee of the All-India Müslim League, whıle beıng 
of the opinıon that further clarifıcatiun containcd m the Ictter of His Excellency thc Vıccroy, 
dated April 19, 1940, with regard to the assurances asked for by the All-India Müslim Lcague 
is not satisfactory, endorses thc follovving from thc statement issucd by the President, Mr. M. 
A. Jinnah, on May 27, 1940: 

“Up to tlıe preseni moment, we havc not crcalcd any difficulty nor havc wc em- 
barrased the British Government in the prosecutıon of thc war. The provinces where the 
Müslim Lcague has a dominant voice havc bcen Icft free to co-operate wıth thc British 
Government, pending their consideration with regard to thc assurances vvc have asked 
for, and in particular that the British Government should makc no dcclaraticn regarding 
thc futurc constitutional probleıns of Indıa and thc vital issues that have been raısed in that 
conncclion vvithout our approval and consent 

“Ncvertheless, svitlıout prejudice to thc adjustnıenl of thc largcr issues later on, 
wo wcre cvcnvılling, as far back as November last, to consıder the proposal of thc Viceroy 
to bring about an honourable and vvorkablc adju^-tmcııt in the provmcial Held, which 
would have becn foUovved up with our representatives being appointed to the Evccutive 
Council of the Centıal Government to the extent permissible wıthın theframcvvork of the 
present constitution and existing law. But this proposal was sunımarıly rejeeted by Mr. 
Gandhi and the Congress. 

“A similar attempt was again made by His £xccliency carly in Fcbruary, which 
met w ith the sanıc falc Since then it seems that the Viceroy has been svaitıng for the Congress 
to pass ils word. 

“With regard to Mr. Amery’s statement and the broadcasi appeal of His Ex- 
cellency the Viceroy, may I say that it is up to the British Government to shovv trust in 
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Müslim leadership. There are many ways of doing so—and, as conüdent friends seek our 
wholcheaTted co-operation, we shall not fail.” 

The VfoTking Commiltec looks with alarm at the gTOWİng menace of Nazi aggres- 
sion which has becn most ruthlessly depriving one nation after another of its liberty and free- 
dom and regards the unprovoked attack by the Ttalian Government against the Allics as 
most unwa[Tanted and immoral at a time when France was engaged m a brave struggle 
against veıy heavy odds. 

The grave 'world sıtuation demands serious efforts on the part of evcry Indian 
for the dcfcnce of his country, and the Working Committec calls upon the Government 
of India to prepare the country in an organised manner to meet every eventualiy. The 
Committec is constraincd to State that the proposals for the Defence of India indicated 
in the statement of Their Excellencıcs the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief, as well 
as the statements of some provincial Governors, are wholly ]nadequate to meet the urgent 
requirements of the sıtuation. The committee, therefore, authorises its President to enter 
into communication wıth His E.tcellency the Viceroy with a vjew to exploring the possıbility 
of devising prompt and effective mcasures to mobılise the country's resourccs for the pur- 
pose of intensifymg war etforts and the defence of India. 

The Committee is of the vicw that, unlcss a satisfactory basis for close co-opera¬ 
tion is agreed upon on an All-India basis and not province-wise betvveen the Govern¬ 
ment and the Müslim League and such other parties as are willıng to undertake the res- 
ponsibility for the defence of the country in the face of imminent danger, the real purpose 
and objcctıve will not be served and achieved. The Working Committee ıs of opinion that, 
in V'CA of the immediate grave danger that is facing the country, real purpose will not 
be served by the Mussalmans and others merely joining the proposed provincial and dstrict 
vvar commiltces wıih their present scope and fıınctions. 


♦ 


Simla, 

July 1, 1940 

Dear Mr. Laıthwaıte, 

I am cnclosmg herevvıth a rough note of the points I discussed wıth him on June 
27, 1940, in the course of my interview. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Note; That no pronouncement or statcment shoııld be madc by His Majesty’s 
Government which would, in any way, miİitate against the basic and fundamental prin- 
ciples laid down by the Lahore resolution ofdivision of India and creating Müslim States 
in the North-west and Eastern zones; and it may be stated that that ideal now has bccome 
the universal faith of Müslim India. 

That His Majesty’s Government must give definite and categorical assurances 
to the Mussalmans of India that no interim or final seheme of new constitution would be 
adopted by the British Government without the previous approval of Müslim India. 

In view of the rapid developments in Europe and grave danger that is facing India, 
it is fully realised that everything should be done that is possible to intensify waT elTorts and 
mobilise ali the resources of India for her defence for the purpose of maintaining intemal 
security, pcace and tranquility, and to ward off external aggression. But this can only 
be achievcd provided the British Government are ready and willing to associate the Müs¬ 
lim leadership as equal partners in the Government both at the Centre and in ali the pro- 
vinces. In other words, Müslim India leadership must be fully trusted as equals, and have 
equal share in the authority and control of the Government, Central and Provincial. 

Provisionally and during the period of the war the foilowing steps should be 
taken to comply with the formula, namely, co-operation wıth the Government with equal 
share in the authority of the Government. 

(a) That the Eaccutive Council of the Viceroy should be enlarged, wıthin the 
frame work uf the present constitutİonal existing law, the additional number to be settied 
by further discussions, but it being understood that the Afusllm representation must be egual 
to that of the Hindus if the Congress comes in, otherwise they should have the majority of 
the additional members, as it is obvious that the main burden andthe responsibility tvili be 
bome by the Mussalmans in that case. 

(b) In the provınces where Section 93 has to operate, non-official adviseıs should 
be appointed, the number to be fixed after further discussion, and the majority of the 
non-officiai advisers should be the representatives of Mussalmans; and \sherc the pro- 
vinces can be run by combination of parties or ‘coaıition', to adjust matters by agrecment 
among themselves 

(c) Therc should be a War Council consisting of not Icss than fifteen members, 
inciuding the Presıdcnt, to bc presided över by His Excellency the Viceroy. I don’t like the 
expression “War Consultative Conımıttec.” This Council should rcgularly mect to dcal wıth, 
any revıew, the general situaticn as it may develop from time to time, and advise the Govern¬ 
ment with regard to matters ın conneetion with the prosecution of the war gencrally, and 
in particulnr, the fuUest development of the defence possible, and finance, and to make 
a thorough economic and industrial drive. In this budy it ^ıll not be diifîcult to secure the 
representation and full co-operation of the Indian Princes, and as far as I can judge, they 
would have no difüculty in joining it. It is through this body that the association of the 
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Princcs can bc secured. Here again, Ihe rcprescntatıoA of Müslim India must be equa 
to that of the Hindus if thc Congress comes in, otherwisc they should have the majority. 

Finally, the representatives of the Mussalmans on the proposed War Counci 
and thc Exccutivo Council of thc Governor-Gcneral, and thc additional non-official ad 
visers of thc Governors, should bc chosen by thc Müslim League. 


Simla, 

July 6, 194C 


Dear Mr. linnah, 

I am much obligcd for thc private and pcrsonal memorandum headcd “tentativ 
proposal” vvhich yon wcrc kind cnough to send me in your lettcr to my Private Secretar 
on July I. I note thc points taken in paragraph one of that memorandum, and m thc fir 
scntencc of paragraph tvvo, both of which you emphasised in our recent conversation. I we 
come also thc amplification, as putting mc in fuller possession of your mind, of that coı 
versation rcprcscntcd by the balancc of your Ictter. But certain of the points suggest th£ 
there may bc somc slight misapprehension, which you vvili, I think, agree that it vvoul 
bc dcsirablc that I should clcar without delay. 

As regards thc cxpansion of my Exectiv c Council, this wouki, as you nghtly observ 
in your memorandum, bc within the cxisting constitutional schcmc. In other words, an 
Council so expandcd would co-operate as a whole and as a singlc Government of İndin 
Jt ıs not a case of striking a balance betwcen the dı/Terent interests or of preserving th 
proportions bctvvecn thc important partıes. As you yoursclf indicated in the course o 
our conversation, there arc partics other than either Congress or the Müslim Leagu 
who may fairly daim to be considered for inciusion, and there is a very definite limit o 
nıımbcrs to any possiblc c\pansion. 

At the same lime [ roally accept thc importance, in the event of any expansioıı 
of sccurıng adcquafc representaion of Müslim interests, and that is a point which I woulı 
bcar in. mınd. There is, hotvcvcr, as you will see from my cxplanation, no que3tion of res 
ponsibıJity falling in grcaler or Icss degree on any particular scetion. Responsibility wiJ 
be that of the üovcrnor-Gcncral-m-Council as a vvhole. Again, it will be clcar that ünde 
tlıc exsiting law and practicc it must remain with the Secretary of State, in consultatioı 
vvith thc Govcrnor-Gcncrars Exccutive Council, and such persons cannot be the nominee 
of political partıes, hovvcvcr important: though it may, of course, be assumed that botl 
the Secretary of State and thc Governor-General vıould, in ali cases, do thcir utmost ti 
sclcct persons fıom thc various scetions of thc community. 

I necd not remind you that under law thc wholc responsibility for Governmen 
in scction 93 provinces vests cxclusıvely in the Govemor, although a Governor can, o 
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course, take advantage of thc assistance of any adviscrs hc may appoint. Whether, and if 
so at what point and in what strength, non-official adviscrs from political parties should 
bc appointed in provinces undcr section 93 administration, in the event of an eapansion 
of the Govemor-General’s Council, would clearly cali for consideration in thc light of 
circumstances of each province. You will, I think, agrce with mc also that the importanoe 
of thc communıty from which adviscrs are drawn in a particular province has a direct bcaring. 

Your idea for a War Council is, in my vıew, well worthwhılc considerjng, though 
dctails would have to be worked out. Here again therc arc, of course, many parties to bc 
consıdered other than thc Müslim Leaguc or Congress. 

As regards scetion III of your memorandum, I ought, I think, to make it clcar that 
it wouId be constitutionally impossible for thechoicc of Müslim gentlcmcn to be appoin¬ 
ted to any cxpanded Exccutive Council or as non-officıal adviscrs to rest with thc Müslim 
Leaguc. But in the contingeney envisaged you necd nut fcar that any suggcstıons you may 
put forsvard would not receivc full consideration. 

Let me m conciusion thank you again for your very clcar and valuable memoran¬ 
dum. I realise, of course, fully that it is not mcrely private and pcrsonal, but that, in your 
own words, it cmbodıcs a tenative proposal. 1 am sure that you wıll agrec with mc that it is 
vvcil that therc should bc no misunderstandıng on the important points on which I have 
touched above. 


Yours smccrely, 
Linlithgovv. 


Bombay, 
.Tuly 17, 1940 


Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

I am in rcceipt of your letter of July 6, 1940, and thank you lor ıt. 

As regards the constitutional and legal position that you have been good cnough 
to point out to me in conneetion with the expansion of the Faecutive Council. and also 
with regard to the appointment of odvisers to the Governor and the position of thc Gover- 
nor, working ur.der Section 93 I fully appreciate it. 

I am glad that the idea of constituting a War Council, in your opinion, is well 
worthwhile oonsidering. No doubt the detaiis vvould have to be vvorked out. But I do not 
think there is anything in my memorandum which caımot be given effect to by way of con- 
ventıon and, if the Secretary of State and yourself meet us in the spirit of trust and co- 
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operalion, the legal and constıtutional formalities can be met and complied with. What 
is required is the spirit of complete understanding. 

I am, howcvcr, grateful to you for your assurance in paragraph five of your letter, 
with regard to the choice of Müslim gentlemen to be appomted to the Exective Council 
or as non-ollîcial advisers, which runs as rollows; “But in the contingeney envisaged you 
need not fear that any suggestion you may put rorward would not receive full consid- 
cration.” On my part, I hope that I shall mcet you in every reasonable way possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
M, A. Jinnah. 




* * 


En route to Poona. 

August 5, 1940. 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

I havc had the advantagc of recent discussion with you in regard to the general 
politicaL sıtuation in India, and I have reported our conversations on that matter to His 
Majesty's Go\crnmcnt, with whom also I have bcen in consultation as to the desirabiLity 
of somc further statement designed to rcmove misunderstandings and further to clarify 
their intentions in the constitutional hcld. I am glad to say that I have now been authorised 
to ınakc the statement of vvhich I enelose a copy. It will be published in the moming papers 
of Thursday August 8, and I would ask you to trcat it as cntirely secret and for your per- 
sonal informatıon until then. 


As you will sce His Majesty’s Government have authotısed mc to invite a certain 
number of representative Indians to join my Executive Council, and they have authorised 
me further to establish a War Advisory Council vvhich vvould mcet at regular intervals 
and vvhich vvould contain representatives of the Indian States and of other interests in 
the natiunal life of India as a vvhole. I trust sincerely that you and the organisation of 
vvhich you are the President wıll be prepated to joın vvith mc in the Central Government 
and in the War Advisory Council, and I vvould greatly apprccıate it if you arc able to let 
me havc a reply by August 21 at the latest. I vvould hope to have an opportunity of con- 
vcrsatıon wıth you in Bombay on August 13, and I suggest that ıhis vvould be a convenient 
opportunity to clear the ground for your forraal reply. I vvould only add that I am 
anxious that the names of the cxpandcd Executive Council should appear not later than 
the end of August, and those of the War Advisory Council by the middle of September 
at the latest and if possible carlier than that date. 

Yours sincerely. 




« 4 


Linlithgovv. 
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Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 


August 14, 1940. 


I think it may bc convenieat for you to havc in wrjtıng thc information on thc 
points below vvhich 1 gave you in our conversalion today. 1 informcd you in that convcr- 
sation lirst that my statcment clcarly safeguarded thc Müslim position in rclation to future 
constitutional developraent; sccondly, that I cqually provldcd a basis on which thc Muslims 
could, ir they so desired, co-operatc at thc Ccntrc. As T explaincd to you in our carlicr conver- 
sation, I cannot yet take up thc issuc of thc provinces; but I do not contemplatc ncn-official 
advisers at any ratc at this stagc. 

You asked me thc probablc strength of thc expanded Exccutive Coundi I can¬ 
not, for reasons which you vvili appreciatc, yet indicate a prccisc hgurc, but thc total 
strength of thc Council vvili bc likely to be in thc neighbourhood uf 11. If, as I trust, thc 
Müslim Lcaguc arc prepared to accept my invitation, 1 would lıkc you to Ict mc havc a 
panel of names, say four, with a vicw to my selceting two from ıt for appointmcnt to 
my Council. As I havc already madc clear to you, Sir ZafruUa Khan, ıf he remains 
in my Council, will not count against thıs hgurc. It is clcarly impossiblc until thc 
discussions on vvhich I am at present engaged are complete to indicate prcciscly vvhat 
vvould be thc parties represented in the expandcd Council. 

The strength and composition of thc War Advisory Council can clcarly only 
be fiaed after the expansion of thc £xccutivc Council is complete. Here, too, I should bc 
grateful if you would bc good enough to let mc havc a panel of names for my consideration 
on the assumption that there vvould probably be, say, Avc Müslim Lcaguc representatives 
out of a total of something in the neighbourhood of 20. 

Ab you vvili apprccıate, 1 am very anxious to takc very early dccısions in thesc 
malters and to reach Anality as regards the personnel of thc cxpandcd Executıvc Council 
and of the Advisory Council at as early a date as possiblc, and 1 hope that you vvili be 
able to assıst me by letting mc have a very early reply. 

There is, of course, no objeetion vvhatever to your communıcating the 
information abovc to your colleagues conAdentially, but 1 should bc grateful if any 
publicity could be avoided for thc present. 

Yours sinccrely. 


11 < 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 


Linlıthgovv. 


Simla, 

September 25, 1940. 


I dııly rcceived the resolutioııs of thc Working Committee of thc Müslim League 
passed at their mcetings in Bombay, on September 2. 
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I havc, I thınk, madc thc general position pcrfeetly elcar in thc course of our 
conversation, and it is unncccssary for mc to enter ınto further deUıl about it here. As 
regards certain spccific matters, I would, howcvcr, put on rccord that I cxplaincd to you 
thc constıtutional rcasons whieh makc it css‘::ntıal that thc choicc of members of thc Gover- 
not-Gcncral’s Exccutıvc Council must rest cxclusivcly wıth thc Govcrnor-Gcncral and thc 
Sccrctary of State, wilh whom it must rest to tender advicc in this matter to His Majesty. 
I appreciate, howcvcr, thc difficultics which, you madc it elcar to mc, confronted you i.ı 
conncction with thc formation of thc panel which I had carlıcr suggcstcd to you, and in 
the lıght of our discussion I am content that thc seleetion of rcprcscntatıvcs, vvhılc resting 
with thc Govcrnor-Gcncral, should be bascd, ın thc casc of thc Müslim Lcaguc (and, 
should they so desire, of thc other partics to be rcprcscntcd in nıy Council) not on a panel 
formally submıttcd, but on confidential discussion betıvccn thc İcadcr of thc party conccr- 
ned and mysclf. 

I havc also indicated thc ımpraciieabjlıty of a final dccision as to thc total strcngih 
of thc cxpanded Council or as to thc allocation of portfolios (a matter which must, of 
course, rest cntirciy vvıth thc Govcrnor-Gcncral) untıl thc rcplics of ali those whü may be 
invitcd to serve havc been rc'ccivcd. But I havc madc elcar to you (as I havc also to thc 
Icadcrs of thc other partics vvhom I havc rcccntly sccn) my attitude on both those issucs. 

The general position of His Majcsty’s Government had been madc elcar in ıny 
statement of August 8 and ın thc Sccrctary of State’s spccch in thc Housc of Commons 
on August 15, it is that His Majcsty’s Government regard thc cxpansıon of my Counrli 
and thc constıtution of a MVar Advisory Council as steps of thc lirst importanco in terms 
of thc association of Indıan publıc epinion wıth thc conduet of thc war by thc Central 
Government and of thc constıtutional machincry of thc Government of Indıa pending 
the post-war investigations, the machincry for which has been ındıcatcd in my statement 
and in Mr. Aracry’s spccch. His Majesty’s Government sıncercly trust that thc Müslim 
Leaguc, like thc other partics and interests which tlıcy havc invitcd to join the cxpandcd 
Council and to participate in the War .Advisory Council, wıll respond lo that invitation. 
Thcır eollaboration in both those bodios 'vvili, of course, be cntirciy wıthout prcjudicc 
to thc consıdcration and detision after thc conciusion of thc war, and on thc basis already 
indicated in my statement, of thc main constıtutional issuc. But His Majcsty’s Govern¬ 
ment trust and anlicıpatc that they and thc other partics who are represented in thc cx- 
panded Council and the War Advisory Council wıll vveleome thc opportunity offered to 
them of influcncing thc cause of publıc affairs ın thc immenscly ı.Tiportant period which 
lies ahcad, and, in so doing. wıll, m thc vvorkıng throughout the period of the war of those 
bodıes, find a basis for that general co-operation, vvith full regard to thc interests of ali 
<.on‘x;rncd. on vvhıch thc post-war constıtution forcshadovvcd ın my statement and m 
Secretary of State’s Sficech can be binit, 

Yours sincerciy, 
Lmlithgovv. 


« * 


* 
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Dcar Lord Linlithgow, 


Nc\v Delhi, 
September 26, 1940 


I aminrcceipt of your Icitcr of September 25, J940, in rcply to the rcsolutioıı of 
thc Working Committcc of the All-India Nfuslım Lcague on September 2, \vhich was des- 
patehed to you with my covering Icttcr of September 5. 

I shall place the matter beforc the Coınmıttee on Scptcınbcr 28, and let you have 
the reply as soon as possiblc. 


Yüiırs sinccrcly, 
IVT. A. Jinıiah. 


* ♦ 


s 


Simla 

September 25, 1940 


Dcar Mr. linnah, 

Vou asked me yesterday to lot you have a rorjnııl reply before you Icft for Delhi 
to the rcsolutıons which you werc kınd cnough lo send me carlier this month, and I accord- 
ıngly send you a formal Ictler hcrcwith- I have given the most carcful consideratlon since 
vvc parted last night as to vvhether I could devise any form of svords such as you mentioned 
10 me which wouId mcet the purpose vvhich you had in view. I warneJ you, as you \vill 
lemembcr, that 1 antıcipatcd the greatest difficulty in doing so, and 1 am bound to confess 
svith regret that I have in fact after the most carcful tlıought found ıt inıpracticablc. But, 
knovving your niind as 1 do, 1 have cndeavourod in the last paragraph of nıy formal leltcr 
sent herevvith to do vvhat 1 could to make the general position dcar, and I hope that that 
may be of assistance to you. I trust that in the light of our talks you wjll now he able to let 
me lıave a dclînıte dccısion önce your mceting at Delhi is över, and I tıust that that cecision 
may be a favourable onc; for maıters have ncw rcachcd a stagc at \vhich it is essential 
ıhat a defınite conciusion shnuld be rcachcd. 


Yours sincerciy, 
Linlıthgovv. 


» » 


* 
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Ncw Delhi, 
September 26,1940 


Dcar Lord Linlılhgow, 

I thank you for your Icttcr of September 25 and I cxtrcmcly regret that you arc 
unablc to mcet mc on thc point vvhich I raised dunng thc course of our conversation on 
thc 24th, though in thc coıırsc of the discussions you apprcciated and rccogniscd that it 
was a vital point so far as thc Müslim Lcaguc was conccmcd, namciy, that in thc event 
of any other party deciding later on to be associatcd with your Exccutivc Council to assist 
in the prosecution of vvar it should be allowcd to do so on terms that may be approvcd 
of and consented to by the Müslim Lcaguc party, as wc werc entering into, so to say, a ‘'war 
cantract”. 

1 thank jou for your ondcavour in thc last paragraph of your forraal letter to do 
what you toııld to makc thc general position cicar, but, I am afrard, it docs not meet thc 
point raised by mc and I cannot derive rnuch assistance from ıt. 


Yours sınccrciy, 
M A. Jınnah. 


* 


* ♦ 


Sih Aıiguit 1941. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

You vvili rcıncnıber that you »vrote îo mc en thc 29th May. to send mc a copy 
uf a letter vvhich you had reccıvcd from thc Mufti of Palestine on vvhich you asked my 
consideration. I am sorry not to havc been ablc tolet you havc an carlıcr answcr but as you 
wıll understand T have had to asccrta.n thc position from H.M fî. 

I should, f think, makc it cicar in thc first placc that H M.G. have no ıclations 
vvıth thc Mufti, vvho vvili not be permitted to return to Palestine, and that the ansvver vvhich 
follovvs ıs aotordingly madc in conlidcncc and »hould not be pas^cd on to thc Mufti. 

The Mufti has throughout his carcer shovvn hımsclf to be unaltcrably opposed to 
Britısh admınistraıion in Palestine. He must, I fcar, be regarded as primarıly rcsponsıblc 
for the rccent campaign of assassination and terronsm and in spıtc of notable efforts made 
to mcet Arab claims by the polıcy set out m thc Whıtc Paper he has in no degree modified 
his attitude. but, on the contrary, has, under cnemv ınflucncc, bccone the focus ofhostılc 
activıty and intrigue in thc Middle East against the Britısh Government and thc Allied 
cause. 
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İn thcsc circumstiinccs you will no doubt acccpt with grcat rcserve statements 
cmanating from such a sourcc. The fact is that thc publication of thc Whitc Paper pro- 
duccd an immediate detente in Palcstinc, since thc Arabs realiscd that it vvent far to mcet 
thcir claims, and, with thc outbrcak of thc war, which vvas thc occasion for widcsproad 
demonstrations of suport for thc Allicd causc from thc Arab comnıunity, progress towards 
thc restoratıon of normal conditions in thc country has betn continuous. So grcat indccd 
has bcen thc improvement in thc situation that thc nulitary nuthoritics in Palcstinc havc 
been ablc to rcvıcw scntenccs of olTenccs commiıicd durıng thc disturbances and to rc- 
leasc many who had been placcd under detention. 

As rcccntly as Junc 15, you will be glad to know, thc cmcrgcncy rcgulations werc 
amended to providc that milıtary courts should not havc powcr to impose dcath scntenccs, 
and to rcmovc from thcir compctencc any casc in which thc offcııccs had been committed 
before that date. İt is hoped that cırcumstanccs will pcrmıt of further gradual rclaxation 
of thc dra-.lıc nıcasurcs imposed during thc disturbances. 

Fınally, 1 woıdd invite your attention to thc measures so far taken to implcmcııt 
thc polciy laid down in thc Whitc Paper of May 1939, V.S., ıcgulation of Jcwısh ımmi- 
gration since Aprıl 1939, in accordancc with thc provısions of thc Whıtc Paper, and thc 
enaetment of Icgislation last February, with vvhıch you will be famılar from thc rcfcrencc? 
in thc publıc press and vvhich was cmbodıcd in command paper 6,180 controlling tbc 
transfer of land m thc interests of Arab agncultunsts. You may rest assurcd that every 
considcration has been and will continuc to be given by H.M.G. to Icgitimate Arab claims. 

Yours Sınccrely, 
Linlithgow. 


A 


* 


Mount PIrasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay, 

23 August 1943. 


Your Excellcncy, 

1 beg to inform you that l havc been rcccıving iııformacıon conccrnıng thc various 
developments that havc been takıng placc in Kashmır for thc last Tcnv months from very 
rcliablc souıccs and ıny rcccnt Information İcads mc to bclicvc that thc Kashmir situation 
is very gravc. 1 am not advisably scndıng you thc dctaıls bccausc 1 am sure that you have 
already morc Information and perhaps morc reliablc than 1 possess. The purpose of writing 
this Icttcr to you ıs tocarncslyrcqucst your attention to this matter vvithout further detay. Ifyou 
desire 1 can send you thc summary of various developments that havc taken placc culminating 
into (in) thc rcsignation of Sir Maharaj Singh, thc late Prcmicr of Kashmir, and since 
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his dcparturc from Kashmir. 1 hope it will rcccıvc your immcdiatc considcratıon and rcsult 
in consequcnt nccessary action in the mattcr, which will do justicc tothc Mussalmans, 
who are going through an ordcal of tremcndous hardships, sufferings and injustice vvhich 
is mctcd ou t to thcnı by the State authoritics and ıts admiiiistratiou. 


Yours sınccrdy, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

The Vıtcroy's House, 
New Delhi. 

6 September 1943. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I havc had your ktter of 23rd August about affairs in Kashmir for svhıch I Ihank 
you. As you have corrcctly surmised 1 am awarefromccrlainreportswhichhavereached me 
that somc uneasincss prevails in the State and that this uncasiness has indecd persisted 
for some time past. I am, I necd hardly tcU yon, m the closest conlact ıvith my advisers 
on the vvholc topic and for this rca.son 1 do not find it necessary to takc advantagc of your 
very kind offer to send mc a summary of recent developments bascd on Information avail- 
ablc to you from your own sources. I can assurc you furthermore that the wholc situation 
will contınuc to reccivc my constant aftention and 1 hope that the doubis to whıch you have 
gıvcn c*pression about conditions in the State will prescntly be totally resolved. 

fn conciusiou I would lıkc to Ihank you for your courtcsy m taking the Irouble 
to invite my attcntion to the importaııcc of which 1 of cour.se fully realısc. 

Yours sincerciy, 
Linlıthgow. 

* * * 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

15 September, 1943. 

Your Exccellcncy, 

I am ın receıpt of your letter of the 7th of September 1943, for \vhich I thank 
you. İt is not marked confidential or personal, yet 1 write to ask you, vvhether you would 
agree to my letter of the 23rd August 1943 and your rcply of the 7ıh September 1943 being 
rekased to the Press. You know so far I lıave refrained from saying anything m the Press 
vvith regard to the situation that has arisen in Kashmir bccausc 1 thought I miglrt be adding 
to what is already a very serious situation, as the developments there have stirred up not 
only the Mussalmans of Kashmir but ihroughout Indıa. It scems to mc that in this very 
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high tense of fccling that is prcvailiııg, Ihe publication of my Ictter and Your £xccllcııcy's 
rcply might hclp to allay the situation and also Ihc people should know that I myscJf hnvc 
not been unmindful to the representations that have been pouring in for Ihc last rew months 
Trom the different parts of Kashmir and Indıa. In these circumstanccs, if you agrec, then 
I should like to rcleasc the correspondcncc at an appropriate moment. 

I nccd hardly say that 1 apprccıate very nmciı iudced the assurances gıvcn by 
Your Exccllcncy and that the matter is rcccivıng Your Exccllcncy’s earncsl consideration. 

Yours sinccrcly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* * 

Vıceroy's Camp, 

Simla. 

2.^ Scpimbcr, 1943 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you very much for your Ictter of the J5th September in rcpJy to my Ictter 
of September the 7th. As you say I did not think it necessary to put any spccıal marking 
on my Ictter to you, the correspondcncc betvvccn us being pcrsonal in eharaeter and no 
suggestion having been madc by you that you wcrc aııxious or might be anxiou5 to publish 
any rcply from mc. I apprccıate >vhat you say in your Ictter, but I should prefer that the 
eorrespondence should romain as pcrsonal bctvveen us and should not be given to the 
Press, 


As 1 am on this subject 1 might add that 1 understand that Hi.s Hıghness the Maha- 
r.ıjj of Kashmir has now appointcd a commission to consider and report upon l'nc \vhole 
gucstion of “Reforms” in the State. 




* 


Yours Miıccrely, 
Linlithgosv 


Mounl Plcasaut Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

30 September 1943. 


Your Escelleney, 

1 am in rcceıpt of your Ictter of the 23ıd of September 1943 and I thank you for 
II. I must sa> that apart from the questioıı of my relcasing tho corrcspondencc, your Ictter 
under repîy is somcwhat disappoınting. 



With regard to your giving mc Information that His Highncss thc Maharaja of 
K.ashm]r has no\v appointcd a Commission to consider and rcport upon thc wholc qucs- 
tion of Reforms in thc State (this) was alrcady known to mc and onc of thc gricvances 
is with regard to thc pcrsonnci of thc Commission amongst others rrlating to this Commis¬ 
sion, but far more scrious situation is ereated by thc preseni adminıstration and Kashmir 
Authoritics in thc day-to-day Administration and thc way in which thc Muslims are treated 
thcrc. The accounts that I havc reccivcd Icad mc to bclicvc that tlıc present situation is 
intolerable unless somc rcsponsiblc independent and impartial hcad of thc Administra¬ 
tion takes eharge of thc affairs of thc Kashmir Administration. lll-trcatmcnt, oppression 
and tyranny to thc Muslims is rampant and this raatter rcquircs your ımmcdıatc attention. 
I gathercd from your Ictter of thc 6th September 1943 that you wcrcfully alivc to thc wholc 
situation and procccdcd to state “/ can assurc you furthermore that thc vvholc situation 
will contınuc to reccivc my constant attention and I hope that thc doubts to whıch you 
havc given cxprcssion about conditions in thc State vvili prcscntly be totally resolved”. 

In conciusion, I should lıkc to draw your attention to thc fact and you must 
havc obscrvcd that my letter of thc 23rd of August and subscqucnt letters are addrcsscd 
to you in your olhcial capacity as Viceroy and Governor-Gcneral of India, howcver, as 
you prefer that thc corrcspondcncc should not be rclcased I havc refrained from doing so 
at any rate for thc present. 


* * 

SIR HOGER LUMLEY 


Vours sinccrciy. 
M. A. Jinnah 


(Confidential) Government Housc, 

Ganeshkhind, 

July 20, 1941 

Dc.ar Mr. Jinnah. 

His Escellcııcy thc Vicaoy has asked mc to Ict you kno'v his mtentions on thc 
matters \vhich foliow. I had hoped that I wouId be able to see you myself in order that 
1 might convey this message to you pcrsonallj, as vı as his desire; but unfortunately, novv that 
I am m a positıon to givc you thc message, I am not cntirciy fit, and 1 anı, therefore, writing 
to converv it to you by this letter, vvhk-h I anı scndıng down to Bombay by spccial mes- 
senger 


The Viceroy has continued to havc very much in mınd thc vvholc situation in 
regard to thc war elfort and thc assocıation of non-olficial opinion with the prosccution 
of the war. The obstacics, hovvevcr, to any scttlcment on the hasis of thc complete offer 


2IS 



of August Jait, whiclı cmcrgcd so cicarly during the discussions last autumn, stili cxist, 
to his vcry grcat rcgrct, as the last fcw months and the rcactions to thc Sccrcfary of Statc's 
statcmcnt in thc House of Commons on April 22 havc madc cicar. 

İn thcsc circumstanccs, it is cqually cicar that he cannot look for that dcgrcc 
of support frotn the majör partics, for thc proposals cmbodied in thc August ofler, which 
hc dcsircs. Ncvcrthclcss, thc burdcn of thc conduct of thc war on the Central Govern¬ 
ment has grcatly incrca'-.cd, and, for administrativc reasons, it is essential to procecd with 
somc inercasc in thc membership of the Viceroy’s Council within thc terms of the August 
olfcr. The Viceroy, accordingiy, ıs anxious that you should kno\v that hc is now, svith 
thc approval of His Majesty’s Government, crcating fıve nevv portfolios. 

Thcsc nc\v portfolios and thc names of thc gcntlcmcn by whonı they havc been 
acccptcd arc as follosvs; Supply—Sır Hoıni Mody; Information—Sir Akbar Hydari; 
Civil Dcfcncc Mr. Raghavcndra Rao; Indians Overseas—Mr. Aney; Labour—SirFiroz 
Khan Noon. 

The Viceroy svoııld also lıkc you to know that hc proposes to fiil thc vacancics 
arisıng in thc portfolio of Lavv tvhen Sir Zafrulla Khan goes to thc Federal Court, and 
in the portfolio of cducation when Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai takes tıp a nıission overseas 
by thc appointmcnt of Sir Sultan Ahmed and Mr. Sarkar. 

In addition, thc Viceroy does not feci that, bccausc of thc difficulty in securing 
thc support of thc majör political parties, it is possiblc to dclay further thc morc aetive 
association of non-ofticial Indian opinion with thc prosecution of thc \var. 

Hc is accordingiy c.stablishing vvith thc approval of His Majcsty's Government, 
a National Defcnce Council. This Council wıll consist of somc 30 members, nine of tvhom 
wıll be dr.'nvn from Indian States. 

The Viceroy regards it as essential that thc Grcat Müslim community should 
be represented on that Council by persons of the highcstprominencc andcapacıty. Hehas 
accordingiy invited thc Premier of Assam, Bengal, the Punjab and Sind to scrvc as members 
of it, and hc has estended invıtations also to certain other prominent Muslims, such as 
Sir Mahomed Usman. 

He has considered svhether hc .should ınvitc you to Ict lıim havcany suggcstions 
.'İs tü possible pcrsonnel for this Council, but bcing awarc, as hc is, of your general attitude, 
he has conciuded that it vvould be prcfcrable not to embarrass you by invitıng you to make 
suggcstions. 

It is inlended that an anauunecment about thcsc changcs vvili be madc on the 
ınorning of Tuesday, July 22, and thc Viceroy is anxious that you should havc through 
mc this advance Information of what is proposed. I vvould havc much preferred to have 
given >'ou this ıncssage orally, but this Ictter contains the substance of it. 
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I hopc that you hııvc now fully recovcrcd from your ıcccnt ilinoss. 


Yoıırs sincerely, 
Rogcr Lumley. 


♦ * 


* 


Bombay, 

July 21, 1941 


Dear S ir Rogor, 

I am İli rcccipt of your Ictter of July 20, 1941, \vhich cmbodics tl\c mc<;.sagc of 
His Excellcncy the Viceroy. I dccply regrct thc dccison. takcrı by hini wılh thc approval 
uf ffis Majcsty’s Government. I appreciate vvhen he says that he docs not wish mo to 
makc suggcsIions, knowing, as he does, not only my general attilude but that of thc 
All-India Müslim League. 

Further 1 cannot approve of his having ınvited ihc Mudiin League Premiers or nny 
otheı Müslim Lcagucr under thc seheme of the cvpansion of thc Viceroy's Countil as vscll 
as \vhat ıs now eallcd thc National Dcfcucc Council. beeuu.se it is obvious that ıt would 
embarrass thc Müslim League organisation. And I do hope and trust that His Exccllcncy 
vvili avoıd such a contingeney. 

Besides, İt is hardly fair or proper ıhat they shoııld be approachcd by His üx- 
cellcncy över thc hcad of thc Presıdent and Ibc Exetulive of the All-India Müslim League, 
knosving fully vscll thc posiüon and thc altitudc Ihat the All-Tndia Müslim League has 
adopted. 


İt is stated ın his message that the \iccroy regards ıt as essential that thc great 
Müslim community should be representod by persons of the highcst prominence and capa- 
cıly. Would it be crcditablc for any indıvıdual prominent or capablc Müslim belonging 
to an organisation to aecept thc invitatıon contrary to thc positson and the attitude taken 
up by ıhar organisation, and nould it do any credit to Govcrnmenl if they succeed in allur- 
ing him and crcate a brcach m thc organisation, in thc hopc that he may throw up his 
allcginııcc to thc party to sv'iich he bclor.çs in order to acccptihc invitat,on of His Exccl- 
lency. 


1 maiııiuin that the great Muslini comınunıty is represented authoritatıvcly only by 
thc All-India Müslim League organisation. Pc^istcncc in tlıis course \vill not improve 
malters, but on the contrary it will Icad to bitU-nıcss en thc part of thc Müslim League. 
which up to thc present moment, fortıınatcly, docs not cxist, hovvever emphaticalty wc 
İlave disapprovcd of thc policy ıvhieh has been pursued by His Majcsty’s Government 
and thc V iceroy. 


217 



Bcforc I conciudc I am cxtreınely sorry to hcar that you arc nol wcll and I hopc 
that you will soon rccovcr from your illness. 

Thanking you for your kind inqurics, 1 am now much bcttcr. 


Yours sınccrcly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


♦ + 


Gancshkhınd, 
July 22, 1941 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you for your Icltcr of July 21, thc contcnts of svhich 1 havc passcd on to 
the Viccroy. 1 am glad to hear you havc rccovcrcd. Thanks for your kind inquiry, I am 
mudi betler. 


♦ • * 

RT. HON’BLE RAMSAY MacDONALD 


Yours sinccrciy, 
Roger Luınlcy. 


Dear Mr. MacDonald, Junc 19, 1929. 

Further, you know in thc receııt pubiication of the mcmoirs of Lord Curzon, 
] think, it was discovcrcd that therc was somc ditfcrcncc of opinion as to thc sıgnıfîcancc 
of thc ıvords which vvere finally adopted in the declaration of August, 1917 bctıveen Lord 
Curzon and Mr. Montagu. Along with this thc policy of thc Government of India and 
His Majcsty's Government since 1924 in turning a dcaf car to ali reasonablc demands had 
Icd almost every political party to comc to the conciusion that there is no hopc of getting 
any fairplay and thus therc is a seetion in India that has already declarcd in favour of com- 
plete mdependence, and I may teli you without cxaggeration that the movement for inde- 
pcndence is gaıning gruunJ, as it supported by the Indian National Coııgress. 

This bcing a short sumnıary of thc position, I would most carncstly urgc upon 
you at tlıis moment to persuade His Majcsty’s Government vvithout dclay to makc a dccla- 
ration th-at Grcat Brilain is uncquivocally plcdged to the policy of grantmg to India full 
responsible Government with Dominion status. The efiect of such a declaration will be 
very far-reaching and gu a great ıvay to create a dilferent atmospherc in the country and 
svill be a very severe antidote to thc movement for independence. But, here again, I must 
admit, in the vvords of the Viccroy, that vvc must not forget that aetions arc held more 
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povvcrful than words- Naturally, thcrcfore, the next qucstion that prescnts itself to ali think in 
men is what aetion or netions should be laken, and may I quote again from the same spccch 
of Lord Irvvın. That is what he says; 

‘İt vvould sccm evident, hovvever, that vvhat ali pcoplc must desire ıs a solutiun 
reaçhcd by mutual agrecment bctwecn Great Britain and Jndia, and that, in 
the preseni circumstances, the friendly collabortion of Great Britain and India 
ıs a rcquisite and indispensable condition to obtain ıt. On the one side it is as un- 
profitablc to deny the right to Parliament to form ıts free and deliberate judg- 
ment on the problems as it vvould be short-sighted of Parliament to underrate 
the importance of trying to reach a solution vvhich might carry the vvilling assent 
of political India.' 

May I suggest a solution, vvhich I think vvould most probably be acccptablc to 
India. His Majcaty’s Government before they formulate their pruposals and after they 
are in rcceipt of the Simon Commıssioıı Report and the vıcvvs of the Government 
of India, and so, before they formulate their proposals, should invıte representatives of 
India, vvho vvould be in a position to deliver the goods, (bccau.se conıpletely unaninaous 
opinion in India ıs not possıblc at preseni) to sit ın conference with them vvıth a vıew to 
reaching a solution vvhich might carry, to usc the vvords of the Viceroy, the ‘vvilling assent 
of the political India.’ If such an mvitation comes directly from the Prime Minister on 
behalf of His .Majesty’s Government, I feel that it vvıll be ırresistible, and ıf such a con- 
ference is hcld vvıth men vvho are in the front and the foremost rank of political India, 

I am not uniıopeful that a solution may be reached satisfactory to Great Britain and 
India. 


Will you, ılıeroforv, ooıısıdcr tlasc proposals of mine vvith the çare and altcntion 
that you can give them. In sh(*rt it comes to thıs (■) dcclaration of policy, (2) follovved up vvith 
an invitation from His Majesty’s Government vvith a vıevv to arnvıng at an agreement 
as lo the futurc constılution of India before His Majcsty's Government formulate any 
definde proposals and plaec them before Parliament. His Majc^ty’s Government vvıll be, 
as I havc said before, arıııcd alı'c.ad> vvith the Simon Report and the Govcrnıncnt of India 
flispatch on iı, both of them, I as-ıume, vvili not be satisfactory. 

As to llıe persoımel of tho repıcsentatıves ol Jndia to be ınvited you may vvcil ask 
nic by vvhat ıncthod are wc to get them. I have very carefully coıısideraed the pros and 
cons and 1 have comc to the conclusnm thıt ıf vvo are lo eleet our representatives in the 
Asscmbly and coııfinc ourselves to the members of the Assembly, tlıcre are men outsidc 
the Assembly vvhosc presence vvould be indispensable for a conference of the kind I am 
contomplating. On the other haiıd, if ıt ı.s throvvn öpen to noıı-mcmbcrs, ıt might lead 
to a great dcal of caneassing and rivalry and vvc nıay not get the pcrsonncl vvc may desire. 

[ think you yourself are fairly vvcil acquaiııte(l vvıth the names of promıncnt poldical leaders 
in India. But besides that His Exccllency the Viceroy, 1 think, by novv knovvs pretty vvell 
vvho ıs vvho in the political vvorhi of India and further the members of the Government of 
India vvould be ablc to guidc you. ıf neeessary But you must take upon yourself to invite 
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such men as you may be advjscd to go över to London and confer wilh His Majesty’s 
Government and sit in confcrence with thc Cabinet. Of courso, thc number should be, 
as far as possiblc, not very largc. T should restrict thc number to about fıftccn. 

This slıortly is thc seheme vvhich 1 would put before you, and I havc no doubt 
that you will givc your earnest consideralion to it. 

With best vvishcs, 

Yours Snıccrcly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

4i * 

MASHRIQr, ALLAMA INAYATLLLAH KHAN 

Felegram dated April 28,1942 to Quaid-c-Azam. 

E.x-prcınicr Rajagopalacharia also Euitor Snnivasan suggcst, in thcır nıcssagcs 
of 22nd, my mediation betwcen Lcaguc and Congress conccmıng United dcnıand National 
Government. Moment critical, Unity essential. Do you agree mediation.? Inayatullah Khan. 

Telegram dated May 5, 1942 to Quaid-e-Azanı. 

My telegram dated 2fith Apnl unrcplıcd. Can you state minimum condıtıons 
for United demand for National Government? Do you approvc aetıvc coopcration of 
Khaksars wıth Rajagopalacharia.” Inayatullah Khan. 

* • I» 

Telegram dated May 11,1942 to Allama Mashriqi. 

Your telegram 5th May. My appeal to Khaksars is to joın and support vvholehear- 
tedly Lcaguc policy at this critical Juneture. Not possiblc discuss terms unıtcd demand as 
requested by means correspondence—^Jinnah. 

♦ * * 


Telegram dated May 16, 1942 to Quaid-e-Azam. 

Your telegram llth May. Assuıe you Khaksars’ unflınching support every 
endeavour Müslim League for India’s complcte indcpcndcnce. Müslim —Hindu unity, 
United deraands, unıted private proıection of evacuces. Fıx date discussion terms united 
demand Ncw-Delhi.— Inayatullah Khan. 

* * IH 
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On 12th June 1942, the roUowiıtg message was brought m writing from Bombay 
by Dr. Haji Aslam Chishti from Quaid-e-Azam. 

“I rcceived Allama Mashriqi’s telegram today. My clear reply is that until the 
Congrcss tentativcJy withdraws the “Allahabad Rcsolution” how can attention be given 
to thesc proposals. If the Congress withdraws this resolfition, I am prepared to negotiate.” 

* » * 

Telegram dated June 19, 1942 to Quaid-e-Azam. 

Abulkalamazad and Jawarlalnehru both vvrite cxpressing uncquivocal immediate 
friendly scttlcment, Prepared calling vvorking committce meeting for sclcction represen- 
lativc after your agrccability Your insistence in message thruugh Hajı Aslam Chisthı with- 
dravval Allahabad Rcsolution mere tcchnicality. Unnecessary. Yourself responsible detay. 
Beseech immediate agrccment -Inayatullah Khan. 






Telegram dated June 25, 1942 to Qaaid-e-Azam, 

Congratulations Jinnah Rajagopalacharia Mcelmg. Fcrvcntly urgc tangiblc 
results—İnayatullah Khan. 

♦ * * Lahore. 

Dtar Mr. Jinnah, J8th March, 1944 

I havc learnt just this mınute that you aıe m Lahore and attending some occasion. 
Events of the past some months have made you causc a breach betvveen the Khaksars and 
the Mu^lim League and I havc yet to Vnow if I am to blame for that. My conviclion is that 
Mussalmans and Hmdus must comc to an understanding at this critical moment, in order 
to gam Pakistan as wclt as ındcpendencc for India; but you in your fury are losing thesc 
prccious moments amidst despair aml inaetion. 

I am öpen to comiı.cıon if you can convince me otherıvise. You told Khaksars 
m Ouelta that I slıould have vvnttcn to you or met you if I thought you were mistaken. 
I havc pcrsistenly vvritten and do vvrite again. I shall be p'eased to mect you if you come to 
Ichhra, but if my lıumble invitalion docs not suit you I do not feel at ali small if 1 comc 
o ver to you. 

Plcase Ict me knovv per bcarer as 1 think we must comc to an agreement. 1 hope 
you are vvcil. 

I am St c 
İnayatullah Khan 
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I8th March, 1944 

Dcar Mr. Inayatullalı KKan, 

1 am in rcceipt of your Icttcr of thc 18th of March, latc last night, and f rcgret 
vcry ınuch indeed to note that you havc thought fit to accusc mc for having causcd thc 
breach betvvccjı the Khaksars and thc Müslim Leaguc and fıırther you convcy and insinuate 
that I am, to usc your own c»prcssıon, "in my fury” opposcd to Hindu-Muslim under- 
standing under any circumstanccs. Thcre ıs no truth whatsocvcr in thcsc allegations 
that you makc against mc, and you should know that therc is no justification for il. 1 
havc repeatedly madc my position clear by my statements and spcechcs that havc bccn broad- 
cast in the press. 

Hovvevcr, as you say you arc öpen to convıction, may I draw your attcniion to 
thc fact that now, the All-India Müslim Lcague has appointcd a Committcc of Action, 
in whom arc vested ali the povvcrs of organising thc Müslim Leaguc, and rcqucst you to gct 
in touch wıth the chairman, Nawab Mohamed İsmail Khan, whose addrcss i.s Mustafa 
Castlc, Mcerut, U.P. or the convencr, Navvabazada Liaquat Ali Khan, whosc addrcss is, 
8B, Hardingc Avcnuc, Ncw Delhi as thcy arc frcc from accusations and rcfiections that 
you havc cast on mc both in this Icttcr under reply and by your prcvious svntmgs and 
statements that you have issued to the press heretofore; and I hope that ın that atmospherc 
they may bc able to convmce you that the policy and thc principles and thc programme 
of thc Leaguc arc in the best interest of Müslim fndia. I am mformed that thc full Com- 
mittec of Action is going to meet at Delhi on the 25th instant. I am rcicasing this letter 
to thc press as I noticc that you havc already published yours vvithout waitıng for my reply. 

Yours sıncerely, 


M. A. Jmnah 


* 


* » 


Lahore. 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 19th March, 1944 

Your reply to my letter of last night rcccivcd after much persuasion after 16 
hours, settlcs that I am not to blame for not mceting you for an understanding betvvecn 
thc Mussalmans and thc Hindus or even betvvecn the Mussalmans themselves. My asser- 
tion, therefore, that you made an attempt to cause thc brcaclı betvvecn the Khaksars and 
the Müslim Lcague stands truc. Plcasc rcconsider the position in vvhich you have involvcd 
yourself by this refusal. I can assure you that thc Khaksar is not against the Muslini Lcague 
in spite of evcrything that has happened. 

Your rcference to the "Committcc of Action’’ as having been given povvcrs to or- 
ganise the Müslim Leaguc is mıd amusing as this means that you consider Müslim Lcague 
to bc a disorganised body so far. I assure you that thc disorganisation is solciy due to your 


222 



inaction and dcspair also if I may add to thc cxpcctant scntimcnts you arouse at the shows 
you make in public and thc high words you givc to tlıem. I can rcspectfully assure that 
thc Mussalman public is tired of ali this. 

I havc askcd you to reconsidcr youı decısion noı to raect mc. but l confess here 
that I shall bc one of your lıeutenants if you show real action. As regards your “Com- 
mittcc of Action” 1 shall ccrtainly givc my bcst attention to it if it shows any action. 

As a last vvord I can only say that if you as thc Quaid-c-Azanı of the Mussalmans 
of İndia do not show any real action in thc matter of Hindu-Muslim understanding or 
in gelling Pakistan for thc Mussalmans I shall bc compelled to thc conciusion that thc 
Mussalmans of india must İcave you alonc and try thcir luck ckcvvhcrc. 

With bcst cxpcctatıons that I shall get a morc prompt rcpiy. 

1 am &. c., 
In.ıyatullah Khan. 




* 


Lahore. 

İst Augusl, 1944 

Dcar Mr, Jınnah, 

Aftcr an\ious and paticnt momcnts of thc Idst fcw weeks whcn I finally wroto 
to ytıU, I ha\c my ınost sinccrc apprccıatıon thdtyou havccome forvvard to altcr the dcstıny 
of india to somcthing bctter, hovvevcr lııtle, and I assure you again that I, along with 
evcry Khaksar that is in the land,wıll vvork vviıh you in thc fiili spirit of loyalty and friend- 
ship for thc achicvcmcnt of Pakistan, and conseqııently, thc indcpcndence of india. 

I Jclıbcıatcly ask my pard.jn for thc lıarsh vsords spokcn both in public and in 
ıny lettcıs to you, as I fcel iıitcnscly delighted ovcr the vvords you uttcrcd m Rasvalpındi 
that you vverc noıkıng for thc frecdonı, not only of 10 crorcs of Muslims but of 30 crores 
of non-Muslims as iveli. I can only say that thc utterancc ıvill stand out as a pledge of 
your sincerity to india in thc grave talks tlıaı aıc coming. Mr. Gandhi i.s to bc congratulatcd 
no Icsi for the bold and frank letter that lıc has written and 1 am sending a telegram of 
profound thankfulncss to hiın today. T am a’so vvriting to him but thcsc movcs have already 
cleared thc tense atmospherc that cvisted and 1 assure you that Hindus and Muslims arc 
morc rcady for an undersUnding today than Ihcy wcrc ever before. 

I have purposely refaıncd froın saying anyıhing concerning thu formuU put 
forvvard by the cx-Prcmicr of Madras, chicfly bccausc you \vere sileni, but also becausc, 
as I told you, I was determined to bring thc matter of your meelıng wıth Mr. Gandhi to 
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a tangible conciusion. You are shrewd enough to sec through ıt yoursclf, but as far as 
the Khaksars are conccrned no stone will bc Icft unturned in order to bring your 
conversations with Mr. Gandhi to the successful conciusion that cvery soul in India 
deınands. May God help you and Mr. Gandhi as weH. 

On this serious occasion in the history of India I am proposing to order a batch 
of Khaksars to reach Bombay and shall if possible, reach Bombay myself for the purpose 
of begging you and Mr. Gandhi with folded hands to reach a suitablc settlcmcnt satisfactory 
to both partics. I have no doubt that a sctdemcnt is bound to he reached with these gocd 
beginnings on both sides and that you as well as Mr. Gandhi ^vill appreciate the reaching 
of this mixed batch of Hindu as wcll as Müslim Khaksars at the time of your conversations. 

I am writing to M. Gandhi also to the same ehect. 


Yours sinccrly, 
Inayatullah Khan 


4 4 


Ai 


SIR mirza İSMAİL 

In early part of 1941 Sir İbrahim Rahimtoolalı conveyed his seheme to Sir Mirza 
İsmail vvhich was in favour of a unıtary system of government for India. Sir İsmail m 
reply advocated Federation. İn the course of further correspondcncc, Sir Rahimtoolah 
suggested that a conference be convened consisting of the most prominent politıeal İcaders 
in India. He wTote: ‘‘Before you hnally decide this ıssuc it appcars to mc that the best 
course would be for you to send confîdentially a copy of my Icttcr to Mr. Gandhi and to 
Mr. Jinnah asking them vvhether they approve of the idca, whethcr they would advi.se you 
to cali this conference or vvhether they vvould attend it in thcir individual capacity ” Both, 
Quaıd-e-Azam and Mr, Gandhi, disagreed vvıth the suggestions. 


Bangalore, 
July 14, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I hope you will forgive my troubling you with a request. I enelose copies of corres- 
pondence betvvecn Sir İbrahim Rahimtoolah and myself on the subject of the polıtical 
problem of India. İn his last letter tu mc, dated the 7th July, of vvhich also I enelose a copy, 
he asks me to consult you in regard to his propusal for the summoning of a conference 
to discuss this questıon. 

I am not sure if the suggestion appeals to you at ali, but I shall be glad if you 
wıll favour me with your vievvs. 
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I have long held the vıew, aad have repealedly urged il on the attention of Mahat- 
ma Gandhı and other frıends, that a constıtuent committee should be appointcd ax the 
earliest possıble moment to formulatc proposals for the attainment by India of a position 
of cquality in the British Commonwealth of Nations a soon as practicable. That com¬ 
mittee would bc cssentialJy an Indian committee. The British Government would not 
come into it at ali. They would only be asked to consider its report after the termination 
of the war. 


The first problem the committee would have to solve, if its labours wcre to be 
successful, vvouKl be the communal one. Thcre you would come in, and I feel that a 
committee of this kind would afford the best chancc of a solution of the problem, a 
solution which might be regarded as satisfactory hv ali parties. 

Othertvise, what is the alternativc? The present bittemess wıll go on mereasmg, 
resulting in unhappiness ali round and in the disastrous vveakening of the country's posi¬ 
tion at a time when she should bc United and strong. As I told you m person the other 
day whcn you werc here, I do not understand hov' anybody can object to recognızıng a 
patent fact, namely, the position of the Müslim Lcague as the only All-India organiza- 
tion which can spcak on behalf of the entire Müslim population of India. And you, as the 
unanimously elceted head of that organization, should be regarded as—and you really 
are—the only aceredited spokesman of the Müslim community. Your membership of 
the proposed committee would not militate against that position. I hope that you will 
give due considerations to ali aspects of the qucstion and favour mc wıth your views. 

I am going to Poona for the Sapru Conference and mean to put forward the 
suggestion of a committee. So far, Sir Tej has shown no mclination to accept it and I 
doubt if anything wıll come of it. I am, of course, quite prepared for a disappointment, 
but I shall, neverthelcss, persist, convinted as I am that there is no better way of solving 
the Indian problem. 

Yours Sincerely, 


» * 




Mirza İsmail 
July 17, 1941. 


Dear Sir İsmail, 

I am in rcccipt of your letter of the 15th of July, 1941, enelosing correspondenco 
betvveen Sir İbrahim Rahimtoolah and yourself on the subject of the political problem 
of India. 


To begin with I notice that you lwo fundamcntally differ as to the hasis. Secondly, 
your letter is very sad reading inasmuch as you are again repeating your proposal and want 
me to agree to your being an intermediary, to which, apart from the questıon of the merits 
and demerits of your proposal to form a committee, I cannot agree. During the course 
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of our conversatjoıı at Bangalorc in May last, for various reasons which I pointed out 
to you that such a move on your part will be highly undesirable, you agreed and assured 
me that you vvıll not do anything in the matter. Since then, from your activities, I gather 
that you have broken your assurance to me. You know my views about the Sapru Con- 
fcrcnce, which wcrc broadcast in the Press not very long ago, and I do not want to say 
anything further vvhich may hurt you. Ncverthelcss, I suppose, as a “nonparty man” you 
fînd that platform suitable to you and have dccidcd to attend it; but of course I cannot 
approve of your dccision as in my opinion it is calculated to harm the Müslim cause. 

I am glad to note that you say, ‘‘I do not understand how anybody can object 
to rccognizing a patent fact, the position of the Müslim Leauc as the only All-India or- 
ganization which can spcak on behalf of the entire Müslim population of India." I also 
thank you for a great compliment that you have been plcased to pay me, when you say, 
"and you as the unanimously clccted hcad of that organization should be regarded as— 
and you rcally are—the only accrcditcd spokesman of the Müslim community.” 

Jn thesc circumstanccs don't you think that you can do much morc useful service 
in joining the Müslim League and make your full contribution for the betterment of that 
great organization, now that you are free from the shackIcs of your oHice, for I wonder 
what you will achicve by attending Ihe "Sapru Confercncc”. 

I am of opinion that it is the duty of every Musalman to join the Müslim League 
and help and guide the organization from vvithin and not to act as a super-individual leader, 
which is not only harmful to the causc of the Musalmans but India generally. 

Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 

• « * 

Baııgalore, 
July 23, 1941 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

1 have reccived your kind Icttcr of the 17th. You say that 1 am trymg to act as an 
mtermediary. I have no such intention, let me assurc you, especjally where you are con- 
cerned. I wrote to you, as you wıll have scen from Sir İbrahim Rahimtoolah’s letter to 
me, simply at his spccial request. I would not have thought of troublmg you otherwi$e. 
A rcqucst coming from a man of the high position of .Sir İbrahim had to be 
complied with, and I am not sorry I did, as I feel I have pleascd him thereby, though I 
kncw full well that T would be displeasing you. 

You invile me to join the Müslim League. 1 wısh I was in a position to do so, 
but, you will no doubt rcalize, my lifclong association wıth a Hindu Maharaja and my 
long service in a Hmdu State where I have rcccived the most loyal co-operation from my 
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Hindu rellow-citizcns throughout my official carcer, prevcnt me from idcntirying myself 
with a political organization which is avowedly anti-Hindu in its aims and objccts. My own 
endeavour will be to work—in so far as it lies in my power—for communal concord, whilc 
safeguarding the legitimate interests of my own community to the fulicst extent. Your 
aim, too, is, unless I am much mistaken, not vcry diffcrcnt, though the polıcy you advocate 
and the methods you adopt in carrying it out may not bc the same. 


As regards the Poona Confercncc, I am going therc sımply out of regard and 
affeetion of Sir Tej and you may rest assured that I am not likely to say or do anything 
in the least likely to do any harm to the Müslim cause. 

Yours Sincerely 
Mirza İsmail 


• • • 


Dear Sir İsmail, 


I am in receipt of your letter of the 23rd of July, 1941, and I must most emphati- 
cally controvert your statement characterizing the Müslim League as “a political organı- 
zation which is avovvedly anti-Hindu in its aims and objeets”. That has grieved me coming 
from a man of your position and understanding and let me emphasise that ıt is not truc. 
As to the rest of your letter I havc nothing to add to what I havc already said in my pre- 
vious letter of the 17fh of July. 

Yours Sincerely 
M. A. Jinnah 

* • • 


MOHAMMAD AKRAM KHAN, MAULANA. 

The “AZAD” 

86-A, Lower Circular Road, 
Calcutta. 

2nd September 1944. 

Quaid-i-Azam, 

I have the honour lo send hercwıth a copy of a seheme for the construetion of 
Eastem Pakistan State for your kind pcrusal. The seheme has been drafted by a friend 
of mine and this consiitutes the basis of the plan submitted by ray father (Moulana Md. 
Akrum Khan) to you already. 

Wc are greatly relieved to hear of your recovery from rccent indısposition. My 
father is stili keeping indilfcrent health. 

With the best regards. 

Yours obedıently, 
M. K. A. Khan 

» * * 
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Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HiJl, 

Bombay. 

llth Scptember, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Khan, 

I am in rcccipt of your son's lettcr of Septcmber 2nd, enciusing a copy of a schcme 
for thc construction of Eastern Pakistan State, and also of your prcvious Ictter, for whieh 
I thank you very much. Plcascconvey my thanks to your son for having taken ali this trnuble. 

Hopıng you arc ali right. 


Yours sincercly, 
M- A. Jinnab. 


* 


The "AZAD” 

86-A Lower Cırcular Road, 
Calcutta. 

3İst July 1945. 

Dear Quaide Azam, 

As desircd by you, 1 beg to submit thc follosving names, m conncction with the 
Committee of Action, for your consideratJon:— 

1. Nawab Md. İsmail Khan Saheb. 

2. Janab Liaquat Ali Khan Saheb. 

3. Janab Abdul Bub Nishtar Saheb. 

4. Janab Shah Abdul Rawoof Saheb. 

5. Sirdar Shaokat Hayat Khan. 

6. Janab H. S. Suhrawardy Saheb. 
or 

Janab Haşan Ispahani Saheb. 
or 

Janab Khasvaja Nazcmuddın Saheb. 

7. Nawab Sıddiq Ali Khan Saheb. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Md. Akram Khan. 

« * • 


228 



Azad Munzil, 
Pathar Chati 
Madhupur. 

22nd August, 1945. 

My dear Qaid-i-Azam, 

I dcspatched an important Icttcr to you from Calcutta m thc last weck of July. 
But I have not receivcd any reply or acknovvlcdgcmcnt from you. 

1 shall bc much obligcd if you kindly let mc know vvhcther thc abovc mentioncd 
lettcr reached you or not? 

Prayıng for your good lıcalth and long life 

Sıncerciy yours, 
Md.Akram Khan. 


* * 


* 


27th August 1945. 

Dear Ndaulana Sahıb, 

I am extrcmcly sorry that I was not ablc to reply lo your Ictter cariler, as, to begın 
witlı, I was really ili and ıt is only for thc last fevv days that 1 am fecling fit to attend to my 
work. 1 havc rcceived your letter and your reminder of 26th August and it is reaMy very 
diiTıcult for me to advisc you on the matters referred to ın your letter, from this distance. 
Of course I am very grateful to you for thc Services that you have already rendered to the 
Müslim League and 1 was very proud to havc you as a member of the Working Committee 
of thc All-India Müslim League, but 1 know your health is far from good and I shall be 
the last person to expcct you to do anything that may in way harm or endanger your health. 
1 svish you long life! 

Now it is really tor the Provıncıal leaders tomanagc things in their own provinces. 
lhavc\voıkedandputourpeopleonaclcar road. Thıs has taken seven years of very hard 
\vork T cxpcct notv that those, who are in eharge of thc provineial organizations and ıhose 
who desne to lead our pcople, should \vork in a team in an organizcd manner and sys- 
tcmatıcally carry on their owrk, You «.an wcll underçtand that it ıs very difficult for me, 
as I say, from here, to gıvc advice, bccausc l cannot enter into thc dctaıls of your local 
conditjons, espccially, as 1 havc not becn to your Province for some time now. I do hope 
and pray that you wıll he better and I expcct cvery' Msulirn to do his bit. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* « * 
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MÜSLİM CONFERENCE, ALL INDIA 


From Secretary, Ali Indîa Moslim Conference, to Mr. M. ,A Jinnah. 

On bchalf of thc convcncrs I hcreby invite you to attcnd The Ali India Müslim 
Conference vvhich will bc hcld in Delhi under thc presidentship of His Highncss the Aga 
Khan on Monday, 3lst Dccembcr 1928, at II a.m. in thc Fatehpuri Hail, Chandni Chowk, 
to consider thc Nehru Report. Kindly send your rcply to Hakim Muhammad Jamil Khan, 
Chairman of thc Rcccption Committcc, who is ineharge of ali arrangements. I need not add 
that this is a critical juneture in thc history of thc Musalmans and it is thc duty of cvery 
Müslim to contribute towards rcaching dccisions so vitally alTccting thc intcrcıts of his 
community. I sinccrcly trust that you will makc cvery endcavour to attcnd even at a littie 
pcrsonal inconvenicncc. 1 cnelose herevvith a card of admıssion which may be sent back in 
casc you are unablc to attcnd. Plcasc note that it ıs not trans fcrablc. 

* * * 


From Mr. M. A. Jinnah to the Secretary, Ali India Müslim Conference, 
dated 25th November, 1928. 

I am Jn rcccipt of your printed lelter svıthout any date and also your similar let- 
ter to thc Secretary of thc Ali India Müslim Lcaguc vvhich is forvvardcd to me to dcal vvith 
ıt (sic.) as thc Prcsıdent of thc Ali India Müslim Lcaguc. In thc first place, thc represen- 
tatives of thc Müslim Lcaguc can only bc appointcJ by thc AH India Mu.slim Lcaguc, 
vvhich cannot bc done until thc session of thc Lcaguc vvith is fixcd for thc 26th. 27th and 
28th Dccembcr takes place, but before you c\pcct thc Ali India Müslim Lcaguc or me 
to participate in thc proposed Conference, you will admit that wc should havc some definite 
idca as to vvhat procedure thc convcncrs propose to adopt and hovv vvili a dccision bc laken 
in Ihc event of there bcing a difTcrcncc and particularly the method of voting in case of 
diffcrcncc. Unless these mattors are placcd before me in detail, it is not possible to consider 
thc cxact uscfulncss of the proposed Conference. 

Further, your Icttcr says vaguciy that tho Conference vvili consider thc Nehru 
Report. I should hkc to knovv vvhether thc convcncrs of thc proposed Conference havc 
formulatcd any dcfinifc proposals vvith regard to the Nehru Report which vvili be placed 
befoTC the Confereme for considcratıon. I would lıkc to draw thc attention of thc conveners 
that in ftiıy casc thc date fıxcd, viz., 31st Dccembcr, is not likely to sccure the attendance 
of a largc body of men who will bc in Calcutta durmg the Christmas wcck. My cxpericncc 
i.s that ufter thc 30lh and 3İst of Dccembcr, it is not possible for people to continuc as they 
havc to return to thcir respeetive provinces to attcnd to theır respcctıve business, as holidays 
then termmate and, ıhcrcforc, the date is raost ınconvenicnt. 

In conciusion, I waot to makc ıt clear that I do not accept that there is any rcason 
or occasion, at any rate at present, for a movc such as vvas thought of by the conveners 
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in August last, and I think that every body should rally round the.All Indıa Müslim 
Lcaguc. 


Plcasc Ict mc have an early reply as regards thesc matters which 1 havc brought 
to your noticc so as to cnablc me to placc your Icttcr \vith full dctaıls bcforc thc ncxt scssion 
of the Ali India Müslim Lcaguc Tor thcir decision. 

• • * 


Secretary, Ali India Müslim Conference, to Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
dated 29tb November, 1928. 

I am in rcccıpt of your lettcr of thc 25th mslant in reply to my two letters—onc 
inviting you to thc Ali India Müslim Confcrcncc as a mcmbcr of thc Lcgıslativc Asscmbly 
and the othcr addrcssed to the Sccrctary of thc Ali India Müslim Lcaguc to send to mo 
the names of 20 rcprcsentativcs of the Lcaguc for this Confcrcncc. You have asked for 
infonnation on ccrtain points in conncction u'ith thc Confcrcncc which I havc much plcasurc 
in supplying to you. 

The convcncrs of thc Confcrcncc havc dccidcd to invıtc about 600 rcprcsentativcs 
belonging to ali schools of thnught. The compositıon of thc Confcrcncc will bc as rollows; 

AH non-Official Müslim members of AH Provincıal Councils and thc Central Legi.'- 

laturc. 

Twcnly Müslim represcntatıves from each of thc following organisations. 

(a) The AH India Müslim League, Calcutta. 

(b) The AH India Mu.slim Lcaguc, Lahorc 

(c) The AH India Khilafat Conference. 

(d) The AH India Jaıniat-ul-Ulama Conference (sic.) 

Twenty Müslim represenıativcs from cach of the provinces of India. 

Tn addıtion to thesc,othcr Icading Musalmans such as Dr. Ansan, Sir Ali İmam, 
Mr. Haşan imam, Mr. Yakub Haşan (Sic). and Maulana Abul Kalaın Azad have also 
becn invited. 

As regards the procedure to bc adopted at thc Confcrcncc, I am quoting for your 
Information an cxtract from a telegram vvhich 1 havc reccivcd from H. H. Sır Aga Khan, 
thc President-elcet of the Confcrcncc, which reads; 

‘My object that general consensus of opinion amongst Muslims should İcad to 

national policy vvhich can only comc by give and takc of ali seetions of com- 

munity; please makc it as catholic a body as possible.’ 
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This wiU give you an idea as to thc objcct with which the Confercnce has been 
convcncd. Evcry c/Tort vvili bc made to rcconcilc differcnces of opinion on thc princJples 
(sic) of gıvc and takc, and ıt is hoped that thc qucstion of voting will not arise. It is uni- 
vcrsally rccogniscd that in the intcrcsts of thc political progrcss of India, it is cssentially 
nccessary (sic.) that Hindu-Muslim unity should matcrialisc in rcality. This is only possible 
if reprcscntatıves of the Müslim community as a wholc should mcct togcther and formulate 
their proposals. The Confercnce has been convcncd wıth the object of rcaching decisions 
for promoting rcal interests of India as a vvholc of which the Müslim community does 
not form an unimportant scetion, The platform thus provided will, it is bclicved, enablc 
ali shades of opinion to mcct on a common basis and rcach dccısions m a spirit of give 
and takc. 


In answcr to your qucstion whcthcr thc conveners of thc proposed Confercnce 
havc formed definite proposals wıth regard to thc Nehru Report to bc placcd before the 
Confercnce for consideration, I havc to inform you that this has not been done and it is 
not proposed to do. so. You arc awarc that widely different vicws arc held by important 
scetions of the Müslim community in regards to this Report. The conveners do not propose 
to act in any partisan spirit by committıng themselves to any Lİcfinitc Iınc of action. 


Their carnest dcsırc ıs that ali Müslim reprcscntatıves should mcct to examıne thc 
problem from ali its aspccts and by free and frank eııchange of vievvs to declarc in cicaı 
terms the opinion held by the Müslim community as a wholc on thc subject. 

As regards thc date of (he proposed Confercnce, thc conveners fixed thc 31 st 
Dccember in deference to thc wishes of H. 11. Sır Aga Khan who, as you now, wıll pre¬ 
sede. This is a critical juneture m thc history of thc Musalmans and I havc ın my circular 
Ictter alrcady appealed to them to attend even at a littic sacrıfice. 


1 cannot agree with your vicw that there is al present no nccd of thıs Confercnce. 
The Ali India Müslim Lcague, hosvever important,ıs only onc of thc political organisaıions 
svhich wıU consider the proposals. There arc two groups of Icadıng Musllms.cach of whom 
claııns to spcak in thc name of thc Ali India Müslim League. This Confcrencc is organ'sed 
with the intention of brmgmg togcther on one platform all political organisations in thc 
country and representative Muslıms in order to formulate, after maturc dclıberations. 
thc consıdcred Muslin viesvs on thc problem now facing thc country. 


In cunciusion I may ».ly that in my opmıon a Confercnce organised on the lıncs 
cxplaıncd ıs morc lıkcly to be ablc to deliver thc goods than any individual organisation, 
hosvever important.* 


*Report of tbe All India Müslim ContArence held at Delhi on 31 Decemlser, J92B and Jst Janıiary 1929, 
compıled and publisbed (by authonly) by Hafîzur Rahman, Aligarb, n.d. xxıii. 



NAICKER, E. V. RAMASVVAMI 


Erode, 

August 9, 1944. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have bccn vvatchıng carefuUy iKe proccedmgs of Mr. Rajagopalachati’s formula 
t(>wards solving the dead-lock and your desire to rcccivc Mr. Gandhi at your rcîidence in 
Bombay on. your return whıch will probably be about the middic of August. It ıs welcomcd 
in politcıal circics. Though I have no full hope.therc are signs of change as our opponents 
have come forvvard thenıselves to scttie the Hındu-Muslim qucstıons, cspecially ın rela- 
tion to Cripp’s offer. 

1 nccd not say that Congrcssites are cxperts ın twisting vvords, and to give occult 
sense. Thcy can say anything and give meaning in svhatevcr manner thcy think. Though 
we do not depcnd upon them, you know vcry well that we should be v'igilani and careful 
111 the negotiations. 

It is clear that general election with Muslims and Hindııs as wcli as Aryans and 
Dravidians wiU give hardship to both of us. Kindly eKCuse ine for reminding you about 
our discussions relating to Pakistan and Dravidastan .vhıle vve wcre at Madras and Delhi 
and your assurancc that you would plead for both questions as one. Here in South India, 
1 considcrcd both the questions as one and done my best to solve the problem as far as 
possible. 


Yourself know very vvcil that there could be no Pakistan and the ındcpcndcncc 
of Müslim India untıl and unless indcpendcncc was achicvcd for the rest of the nations. 

With kind regards, 

Y ours Sincrely, 




E. V. Ramasvvami Naicfcer. 


Bombay, 

]7th August, 1944 

Dear Mr. Ramasvvami, 

I am m receıpt of your lelter of August 9, thank you for ıt. I have alvvays had 
much sjmpathy for the peoplc of Madras 90 per çent of whom are Non-Brahmins, and 
if they dciire to establısh thcır Dravidastan ıt is entirciy for your peoplc to decidc on this 
matter l can say no more, and certainîy 1 cannot spcak on your bchalf. 

I have nıade the position clear to you and your colleagues vvhen 1 w,ıs ın -Madras 
more than önce, but hıtherto I have noliccd that in your activitıcs you have becn undccisive. 
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If the peoplc of your province really desire Dravidastan, thcn it is for thcm to asscrt thcm- 
selves. 


I hopc that you will understand my position that I can only speak for Müslim 
İndia but you have my assurance that whcrevcr and vvhencver I have a say in the matter, 
you will find rae suppoTting any just and fair daim or demand of any section of the peoples 
of india, and particularly the non-Brahmins of South india. 


Yours Sinccrdy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* « 


* 


NAWAB BAHADUR OF DACCA 
Telegram dated I3th Srptembcr, 1945 to Mr. M. A. Jinnah 

Wish to sce you personally infonn where.—Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, 


» 


* * 


Quctla, 

J9th Septembcr, 1945. 


Oear Sir, 

I am in receipt of your telegrams the last bcing dated 13th Scptcmber, which rea- 
ched mo here and I beg to inform you that the best course vvould be for you to sec Sir Nazim~ 
uddin lirst as I hope you wilJ understand that I don’t know c^actly your position. 1 fherefore 
cannot, över the head of the Müslim Leaguc Party and its İcadcr, givc you an intervicw, 
t^hieh would be misundcrstood. Please therefore sec Sir Nazimuddin. 


Yours truly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


• * 
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37, McLeod Street, 
Calcutta. 

25th September, 1945. 
To, 

The President, 

Ali India Müslim Lcaguc, 

Dear Sir, 


I have the honour of sending you a telegram requcsting for an interview at what- 
ever place whirh you desire, so as to placc before you certain matters for your consıdera- 
tion and for the consideration of thc Ali India Müslim League Working Committee spe- 
cially so after the appeal vvhich vvas made by you and subsequently made by thc Secretary 
of the Provincial Müslim League on similar Uncs, in your statement you made ıt clear 
Ihat it was your desire that ali the Mussalmans of India should stand solidly behind you 
and thc Workıng Committee on your demand for ‘Pakistan’ and thc Ali India Müslim 
League was the only organisation whıch represents thc vicw of thc hundred millıons of 
Mussalman and at this moment ali personal quaiTcI should be forgotten and every-one 
should work for the attainment of the Müslim Lcaguc goal. 

Tn response to my telegram, I have rcccived your reply, The latter portion 
of vvhich I have not been able to understand according to the Constitution. The President 
of the Provincial Müslim Lcaguc is llead or Leadcr of the Müslim League organisation 
in Bengal, and thc Müslim Lcaguc Parlıamcntary Party elcet a Leadcr fro.m amongst itscif 
for matters rclating to Legislative Works vvithin the Assembly & Cıjuncil. At presem Sec. 
93 is enfored and thc Icgislaturc is not in existancc. Ncaı clcclions arc bcing held soon and 
for that purpose thc Provincial Müslim League is holding a Mceting and creating the Par- 
liamcntary Boaıd for running the cloction# My reason for vvishing to sce you as you are 
thc Head of thc League Organisation vvas to place my point of vievv and placc certain facts 
hefore you soas you and thc VVorkıng Committee vvould be able to get the views of some 
of ııs who have differed many times vvith the Müslim League Parliameutary Party in thc 
way the party had been run and ıf you and the Working Committee had so desire after 
cnquicy had found that statement which I have made was substantially correct, then you 
vvould have scen tliat in future thıııgs vvould not happen vvhich vvili bring about a cleavage 
in Müslim ranks in Bengal. 

I vvould carnestly and sınccrelv appeal to you as the Lcader of the Mussalmans 
to give mc an opprtunity of a intervievv and pleadmg certain facts before you and if you 
fcel that after hearing me that my cause better, vvould be to place the same facts before 
the President of the Provincial Müslim I..eague or his Secretary, I shall most certainly do 
so. 

I renıain, Sir. 

Yours very truly, 
Navvab Bahadur of Dacca. 

* * • 
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Mastung, 

5th October, 1945. 


Dear Sir, 

I am reccipt of your letter of 25th Scpteınber, 1945, and beg to inform you that 
I really don't know what is the Gxact position between you and the Bengal Provincial 
Müslim League and also betvvccn you and the Müslim League Party in the Bengal Legis- 
lature. You will appreciatc that 1 cannot convey an ımpression that I am hearing your 
case över thcir heads. I suggested that you should approach Sir Nazimuddin, vvho is the 
Leader of the Müslim League Party in the Bengal Assembiy. But you did bclong tu the 
Party önce and I haven't gut full facts as regards any aetion havmg been taken against 
you, but undoubtedly, you can also see the President of the Provincial Müslim League. 
Failing to get any satisfaction from cither of these two bodics or thcir İcaders, you can 
approach the Working Commıttec of the All-India Müslim League and place ali the facts 
before them and I havc nodoubt, that they wıll givc thcir best consideration to your case. 

Yours truly, 


« 


* * 


M. A. Jinnah. 


NAWAB BAIIADUR YAR JUNC 


2nd September, 1941, 


Respected Quaid'e-Azam, 

First of ali accept my hearty congratulations about the great success of the Workiag 
Committee which has been soleJy due to your unrivalled and God given leadershıp. Not 
only you had been the cause of a historic victory for the Müslim Nation but also you have 
given such a great defeat to the British Government the like of whıch cannot be found in 
the past political tug of war. May God givc you long life to lead the Musalmans of India 
for a very Jong time. 

I did not troublc you before this, firstly becausc the problems here werc not fully 
settied. Secondly I did not want to divert your attention to any other direetion, during 
thıs magnifleent mectıng of the Working Committe. The developments uptodate arc as fol- 
lows; 


After your departure, the Councilkept under consideration for ten or twelve days, 
the draft apology as suggested by you. In beginning I got the information that they vvanted 
to amend it but in the end it was acccptcd and Mr. Syed .Vbdul Aziz must have informed yon 
to that elfect. I hnd some objeetions regarding ıts translation because the translation that 


236 



was done on bchalf of the Government didnot carry the full sense of yonr draft. But uUi- 
mately this issue was also settied througtı Mr. Syed Abdul Aziz, and yesterday my apology 
was publishcd along with ıhe Firman of His Exalted Hıghness in the Gazetto Extra-ordi- 
nary the copy of which I am sending to you herewith froın a local paper. 

I made a mistake in not requestıng you to prepare a draft of the Firman of His 
Exaltcd Highncss also. This vvould have been much better. Now the Firman that has been 
publishcd along with my apology is not wnttcn by His Exlatcd Highness, but its style shows 
that it has been wrıtten and submitted by the Councıl. If you carefully cxamine the sccond 
sentonce of the Firman you wıll find that His Exalted Highness has attachcd quite a dilferent 
meaning to my apology and my assurance for the futu re. Hovvevcr, this queslion is lînished 
and now it ıs ı.mpcrativc that the Firman prohibiting the participation of Maashdaran 
in politics shoultl be 'withdrawn. I have got the thing movcd by the Maashdaran Associa- 
tion and the other Maashdaran wıll also follow süit. If you think proper plcase dravv the 
attention of His Exalted Highness, and also plcase wrıte to Mr. Aziz. 

You said that after ıhc seltlement of this qucstion you wıll also consider about 
the appointmcnt of somc of the ministers In tlıe Councıl the post of the Finance Membcr 
is vacant and Nawab Aqil lung Bahadur is also going to retire very soon. Therefore the 
appointment of two ministers is under consideratıon. Sir Akbar vvanted that the present 
Finance Secretary, Lyaqat Ullah Khan should be appoinied as the Finance Membcr. For 
this I hcar that he has alrcady taken a promise from the Nawab of Chhatari. Lyaqat Ullah 
Khan docs not command popularity in any ciıclc here. He is Sir Akbar’s favourite. I wish 
to placc beforc you the views of the Majlıs-c-Ittihadul Muslımecn, and after having con- 
sidered them whate>cr advicc you give will be followcd. 

In the opinion of the Majtis at least one membcr of the Majlıs should be gıven 
a ehance in the ministry. I am from the very beginning against accepting olBce, and therefore 
my Majlis ımanimously approves of Moulvi Abdul Haşan Syed Ali, Advocate, as a minis- 
ter. The sccond name is of Mr. Fazal ifusaın M.A.LL.B., Vakil. If under the present cir- 
cumstances it is not possiblc to takc ın any membcr of the Majlis-c-Ittihadul Muslımeen 
then I wıll suggest two names from the retırcd officers of the State. The first name is of 
Nawab Akbar Yar Jung, who has been judgc of the Hıgh Court, and also the Home Sec¬ 
retary and is now practısing as an advocate. He had a very faır carecr. He is a capable 
man. You know him perfectly v eli.Beforc this when you came to appcar in a casc he was 
your assıstant. Last time at tlıc tea party he was siıting beside you and was talkmg to you 
for a long time. He. has a black bcard. 

The sccond name is of Navvab Alı N.awaz Jung Bahadur who was the Chief Engineer 
before and now after having retired is servıng as the Consulting engineer. He would have 
been a minister long before but bccausc of Ihc opposition of Sir Akbar Hyderi. Hc is a 
capable man. 

You may draw the attention of His Exalted Highness ın ıvhatevcr way you like 
and ıf you like I vvıll come to Bombay. 
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Now when the Nawab of Chhatari has complied wjth your order and has rcsigned 
from the National Defence Council, is it not possible if you draw his attcntion towards 
some of tho more important Services as Secretary, Executive Council ete., that he should 
take the view of Majlis Ittihadul Muslimeen into consideration. 

The letter has become vcıy long and becausc I did not wish to tako into conGdence 
any one in conneetion with these issues that is why I havc tvritten it in Urdu. I am sure 
Matlub will place its translation before you. 

Pleaso convey my and my wifc’s salams to Miss Jinnah and please Ict me know 
about your health. 


* • 


* 


Youra sinocrciy, 
Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung. 


Bombay, 

21st September, 1941. 

Dear Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 2nd of September 1941 and I am glad to note 
that you are not satisGed but pleased with the dccision of the Working Committcc of the 
All-India Müslim Leaguc regarding the serious crisis that wc had to face rccently wilh 
regard to tho eapansion of the Viceroy’s Council and the constitution of the so-called 
National Defence Council. 


Wıth regard to the other matters in your letter, they will rcccivc my carcful consi¬ 
deration, and I will see what I can do in the matter. In the meantime please let me havc 
the latest information regarding the question of svithdravval of the Firman prohibiting 
the participation of Maashdars in pohtics. 

Hoping you are wcll. With best salams from Miss Jinnah and myself to Begüm 
Saheb and you 

Yours sincerely, 


* 


* * 


M. A. Jinnah. 

Hyderabad Dcccan. 
3rd September, 1942. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

While at Bombay, I had introduced to you Dr.Abdul Hamid Qazi who was until 
recently a staunch Congressite and had subscquently joined the League.I know hiıu since 
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long as a vcry sincere and honest pcrson. His connection with the Congress vvas based on 
his own wrong convictions, unlike ccrtain others who arc there for pcrsonal gains or with 
trcacherous intentions. Dr. Abdul Hamid Qazi has done his doctorate in philosophy at 
the Berlin Univcrsity, has studied Law for two years at London and is an aceredited writer 
in Urdu and Englısh. He has been awarded a prize of 300 dollars for an essay, in an All- 
World Competition, by the Ncw Historic Socicly of America. He is an expert in Islamic 
Literatüre and at the All-World Congress of Faiths in London, his spceches on Islamic 
Culturc and philosophy werc highly appreciated. 

I am very happy to leam that you intcııd to convert the “Manshoor” into a daily 
paper. I am sure that Dr. Abdul Hamid Qazi would prove to be a very suitable editör for 
it; and thus wc could also kcep engaged a useful person, in good causc, so that his attraction 
for the Lcaguc may dcvciop into a strong faith. 

Hoping that you arc very well and vvith salams to Miss Jinnah, 


Yours sincerely, 
Bahadur Yar Jung. 


* * 


* 


4th December, 1942. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

It pains mc to think that I have been deprived of my privilege of due considera- 
tion to my letter by you; as scveral of my letters and a telegram remain un-answered. I 
anı fuily awarc of your multifarious cngngemeiit.s and their greater importance, stili at times 
I cannot hclp fearing that you may have causo to be angry vvith me. You have every right to 
feci angry vvith me and not vvithstanding I fcel U my duty to keep you informed of my 
State of alTairs. 

It vvas a source of jov and satisfaction for me to Icarn that the Coımcil of the 
All-India Müslim Lcague, m their rccent sessıon at Jullunder, sympathised vvith the Mus- 
lims of Kashınir. My juy vvas greater to Icarn through Mr. Mahmoodul Hassan Siddiqi, 
.Sccretary, AlUIndia States Müslim l.eague that, at Jullunder, you expressed much interest 
ın the States' problems and advised the Muslims of Kapurthala to smk their mutual diffe- 
rences and ünite under one banner. Mr. Siddiqi is under impression that you believe the 
Central Office of the States Müslim League to be yet in an un-organised staıe. With great 
pleasure, I assure you, for your Information and satisfaction, that the Central office of the 
All-India States Müslim Lcaguc has becn very vvell organised at Nagpur. Inspitc of the 
lack of any financial contribution from the branehes, the monthly establishment charges 
of Rs. 15ü are bemg met from my private pürse. AU branehes are being communicated 
vvith and eh'orts arc being made to organise them ali. Some letters are stili being adressed 
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to the States Müslim Lcague, by ignorant persons, on its Delhi address. This may have 
led tho Nawabzada Saheb and yourselF lo believe that the central office is yet un-organiscd. 
Kindly order the office of the All-India Müslim League to rcdirect ali such letters to Nagpur. 
During these four months 1 have visited Nagpur thricc and Mr. Siddiqi. on my expense 
has visited twelve States and has organiscd the I^aguc therc. İt was for this vvork of organi- 
sation that I had sent him to the Punjab also, wheTe he not only called the Puıyab States' 
Conference at Jullunder, but also toured in Kapurthala, Faridkote, Malirkotla, Patiala, 
Nabha and Bahawalpur and submitted to em a comprehensive note on the conditions 
prevailing therc. 

The committce appointed in the Allahabad session of the States Müslim League, 
as advised by you, to cnquirc into conditions in the States was to have commenccd their 
tour in August alone. The programme had already been circulated, but due to the new 
move of the Congress which disturbed the atmosphere of the States also it had to be post- 
poned. This committee, God willing, will soon start and will submit to you a detailcd report 
on the condition of the Muslims in Indian States.I trust that you wıU hnd this report quite 
comprehensive. 

Throughout the last three wccks I have been continuously on tour and as such I could 
not fınd from Mr. Syed Abdul Azız or the Durbar vvhether your opinion has been rcceivcd 
regarding the problem placed beforc you in Delhi, by us. Today, I have returned fıom 
Nagpur and tomorrow I hope to find this out. If you have not been able to find time for 
this tili now, 1 beseech you to kindly pay attention to this matter at your earliest. 

This mommg 1 learnt that Nawab Saheb Chattari vvas unablc to sec you at Delhi. 
For your Information, I had sent to you a note about the constitutional change in Hyderabad 
which may be of use to you only when the Government of Hyderabad refers the matter 
to you. 


Pray inform the date of your arrival in Bombay. Please convery my saUams to 
Miss Jinnah. With most sincere regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung. 

Hotel Cecil, 

Agra U.P. 

lOh December, 1942. 


Dear Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung, 

I have received your letter of the 4th December and I have not replıed to your 
letters and telegrams for the simple reasou that you asked me such questioas that it is 
not possible for me to answer in correspondence. 
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As regards your telegram, you asked me when I was rcaching 3ombay. WeU, I 
don’t know myself when I shall be arriving in Bombay. Pease don't think that I feci angty 
with you in any way.That is not possible. But I do fcel this that the States Müslim League un- 
der your Presidcntship is not workmg systematically. For instance, I have reque8ted you 
a long time ago now, and the Gawalior people, to put your hcads togcther and submit to 
me an official statement on the Gatvalior Muslims grıevances against the state and their 
complaint. But ali this time nothing has becn done, and therc are many other things which 
I have more than önce pointed out to you in our discussions. Yours ıs a great responsi- 
bility as President of the Ali India States Müslim League and I find there is no systematic 
and methodical working of the Organisation either administratively or otherwise. 

Nawab Saheb Chattari saw me in Delhi but he did not mention anything about 
the note that you had .sent to me regarding the constitutional small changes. 

I hopc you wıll not consıdcr at any time that I can ever be movcd by any feeling 
of anger, but I do fcel that things are not managed as they should be. 


Hoping you are well. With kindest regards. 


« 


« « 


Dear Nawab Saheb, 


Yours sıncerely, 

M. A. Jinnah 

“Seafiled” 
Victoria Road, 
Karachi. 
20thJune. 1943. 


I have rcceived the following telegram from the Abbotabad Müslim League:— 

“CONFERENCE F1XED FIRST WFEK OF JULY PRAY ASK MAHMU- 
DABAD TO PRESIDEDIRECT BAHADURYARJUNG TO ATTEND POST- 
PONEMENT DETRIMENTAL LEAGUE CAUSE W1RE LNSTRUCTİONS— 
HAZARA LEAGUE”. 


İl is not possible for me to attend this Confercncc m the first week of July as my 
programme has already becn fixcd tor Qurtta. If ıt is possible for you to go to this moment, 
it wıll give one more push to the Müslim League in the N.W.F.P, Of course, 1 do not know 
whether you can do this havmg regard to the ban imposed upon you. It is for you to con- 
sider whether you can manage. 

Wifh kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

♦ ♦ + M. A. Jinnah. 
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29th June, 1943, 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have feceived your kind letter of 20th June. I, myself, wanted to acquaint you 
with the conditions here. Since my return from Delhi, His Exaltcd Highness and his govent- 
ment have been deliberating upon lifting the ban itnposed on me and restitution of my 
jagirs and honours. It is hotly whispercd that this is £o be done on the occasion of the biıth- 
day celeberations. As I am taking no more interest in the matter, I have not tricd to know the 
details. However, the ban imposed on me stili remains. J am giving below, for your kind 
perusal, the text of the telegram received by me at Delhi regarding p>ermission to speak 
from Müslim League platform. 

“His Exalted Highness thinks no signs of any modiheation m the Firman issued 

(Stop) But since you have renounced ali honours on your own accord now you 

have become a free man to do as you wish”. 

You had permıtted me to speak after seeing this and if you hold that, in the light 
of this telegram, I may deliver public lecturcs, I have not the İcast hesitation in visiting 
'vhichever place you order me to. 

Plcase inform mc as to whea you arc visiting Kashmir. The Mustims of Kashmir 
and participate in their Conference. It would have been very convenient for me if the 
Abbotabad conference wcre held in proximity to the Kashmir conference. 

With great regards and salaams to Miss Jinnah, 


Yours very sinceıely. 


Mohd. Bahadur Khan. 


* 


« 


♦ 


2, Lytton Road, 
Quctta. 

8th July, 1943. 


Dear Navsab Bahadur Yar Jung, 

Many thanks for your letter of 28th June 1943. I have read your letter very çare- 
fully and I have come to the conclıısıon that I am not prepared to take the responsibility 
of asking you to go to N. W. F. P. for the purpose mentioncd in my letter because I do 
not wish^that there should be any serious conflict between you and His Exalted Highness. 
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Witlı rcgdrd to ıny visitins ICıshmir, it is Rot possiblc for me to do so in th© n©Rr 
future. I see from the Press that their confercnce is taking place about tho 24th of July. 
According to my present programme I shali be reaching Bombay about the third week 
of July and from there I shall have to go to Delhi to attend the scssion of the Central Assem- 
bly and there are many other matters which will rL-quire my presence there such as calling of 
the meeting of the Working Committce and the Councıl of the Ali India Müslim League, 
about tho first wcck of August. 

With very kind regards and best of wishes from Miss Jinnah and rayself. 

Yours sincetely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 




• « 


Hyderabad Deccan. 
3rd August, 1943 


My dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

The bcarer Khan Bahdur Üakhshi Mustafa Ali Khan is a messenger from Amir 
Millat Pir Jammat Ali Shah Saheb who has millions of followcrs ali o^er India and ıs held 
in great estt-em among them. He does not bclong to the category of KifaiihulJah, Ahmed 
Sared and Hııssaiıı Ahmed Madni. He has alvvays kept his hands cican from any political 
intreague and is quitc content with his rclıgious persııits. Every time that I had the occasion 
to see him, I found him very generous in applauding you and possessing a deep regard 
for you. His press stateraent m conneetion \Mth the assault on you has caused a deepcr 
impression on his follovvers, among whom are people of high position and influence also. 
He sends through his messenger a Ictter and some presents to you. Among these ıs a man- 
useript Qur’an wrıtten in Medina is a shect made in Yemen of the type that was very dear 
to Prophet Mohammad (P.P.U.H.). I request that you may kindly receive his messenger 
in your presence for a few minutes and send back to the Pir Saheb a letter of appreciation 
and thanks. It would be very useful to accord a warm appreciation to this sacred old man’s 
most sincere scntinıcnts 

Praying for your quick recovery and long life; with salaam to Miss Jinnah, 

Yours most sincerely. 


Md. Bahadur Khan. 



llth August, 1943. 


Dear Navvab Bahadur Yar Jung. 

I have rcccived thc letter addressed to me by Pir Saheb and it wa% a very kind 
thought of him to havc sent me a copy of the Holy Qur'aa Sharif, a sheet made in Yemen, 
One Janimaz made in Mcdina one Tashih and one Zamzami with Khan Bahadur Bakhshi 
Mustafa Ali Khan his special messanger. 

I am enclosing herewith a reply to Amir Millat Pır Jammat Ah Shah Saheb’s 
letter which I hope you wıll forvvard to his proper addrcss. 1 was not good enough to re- 
ceive his messengcr but Miss Jinnah saw him personally and receivcd the presents. 

1 am speedily recovcring and there is no need for any anaiety and I hope to be 
alright very soon. 

With salaams from Miss Jııınah and myself. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * * 

NEHRU, PANDIT JAWAHARLAL 


Lucknovv, 

January 18, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

] have read the statcment you issued recently to the press with çare. 1 am afraid we 
approach the questıon from differing viewpoint3 and I feel that your approach is not very 
helpful. But I entirely agree with you that an argument carried on through the medium 
of the press is not desırable. Indeed I had decided not to issue press statements on the subject, 
but after your Calcutta speech, in which you mentioned my name and issued some kind 
of a 'challenge' to me, 1 felt that a public statcment was unavoidable. Hence my statement, 
in which l tned to avoıd unnec?esary controvcrsy. 

You knoM perhaps that for some months past 1 have been m correspondence 
wıth Navvab İsmail Khan on this subject and 1 have been anıtious to find out what the points 
of diifercnce and agreement were. I am afraid I do not know this yet and your last state¬ 
ment does not help I vvould feel graCeful to you if you could kindly throw some lıght on 
this and let met know what exactly are the points in dispute which require consideration. 
I think this will help us ali and lead to an avoidance of needless controversy. We can then 
come to grips vvith the subject. As I have said in my last statement, we are eager to do 
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ever>thing in our power to put an end to every misapprehension and to ende&vour to solvc 
every problem that comes in the way oF our developing our public life along right lines and 
promoting the unity and progress of the İndian people. 

I am leaving for Lahore today. From there I go to the Frontier Province and 
retum to Allahabad in about ten days’ time. Kindly address your reply to AUahabad. 


Yours sincerely, 


* « • 

Dcar Pandit Jatvaharlal, 

I am in receipt of your lettcr of the 18th January, 1938, 

I must say that it is very difficult for me to understand it. I fail to see what you 
are driving at.Tt does not suggest any useful proposal of a concrete charactcr, besides re- 
approaching me and informing me that "we approach the question from difiering viewpoin- 
points,” and you further say, "I feel that your aproach is not very helpful.” You further 
refer to my Calcutta speech and say, "in which you mentioned my name and issued some 
kind of a 'challenge' to me, I felt that the public statement was unavoidable and bence my 
statement.” But you do not even now givc me thepurport of my speech, and what was 
the Vhallenge’ which comp>elled you to say what you did in your statement which you 
considered unavoidable. 


Jawaharlal Nehnı. 
Bombay, 

January 25, 1938. 


I know nothing about your being in correspondence with Nawab İsmail Khan 
referred to in your İrtter. 

Finally I note your request that I should let you know “what exactly are the 
poinfı in dispute which rcquirc consideration.” 1 am glad that you agyee with me that 
the arguments camed on through the medium of the press are not dssirable. But do you 
now think that this matter can bc discussed, much less solved, by and through correspond- 
ence? I am afraıd that ıs equally undesirable. 

I may state fur your Information that I receivcd a letter from Mr. Gandhi, dated 
the 19th October. 1937, and I replied to him on the 5th November, ‘37, and I am stili wait- 
ing to hear from him. 

I reciprocate the sentiments eapıessed ın the last but one paragrash of your letter 
at the end of it. 

Yours sincerely. 




• • 


M. A. Jinnah. 
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Wardha, 

February 4, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letter of the 25th January reachcd Allahabad on February İst after I had 
left. It has been rorwarded to mc here and reached me yesterday. 

1 am sorry that my previous letter vvas difficult to undcrstand. My purpose in 
wrjting it was, as I stated, to fînd out what our points of difference and agrecment were. 
Presumably there are points of di/ference as you have repeatedly criticised the Congress policy 
and practice. If these points uf difference are noted down and our attcntion dravvn to them 
it would make their consideration easier. İt is possible that some of them may be due to 
misapprehension and this misapprehension might be removed; it is equa]ly possible that 
some are morc fundamental and then we could try to find a way out or, at any rate, know 
exactly how and where we stand. When there is a conflict of opinion, a clarification of the 
opposing opinions is an essential preliminary to their consideration. 

1 might mention some relatively minör matters which have apparentiy Icd to 
misapprehension. In one of your spceches you refurred to being told by some one that a 
cheque for rupees hve lakhs was recently given to the Congress. I am not aware of this 
and presumably 1 ought to know. Indecd, to my knowledge, no one has given even a ehe- 
que for Rs. 5,000 to tho Congress for a considerable time. 

İn the same, or possıbly another, speech you referred to the non-co-operation days 
and stated that while the Aligarh University was forced to close down and many non- 
co-operated from it, not a single studont non-co-operated from the Benares University. 
As a matter of fact a very large number of students did in fact non-co-opeıate from the 
Benares University. As a result of this a non-official university, the Kashi Vidyapitha, 
was established ın Benares, as also the Garıdhi Ashram. Both of these stili eaist. In the 
same way the Jamia Millia camc into eniştence in Aligarh and this now flourishes in Delhi. 

You have referred m your spceches to the Congress ımposing Hindi-Hindustani 
and trj'ing to crush Urdu. I presume you were misinformcd for I am not aware of any 
attempt on the part of the Congress to injure Urdu. Some lime back I wrote an essay 
on "The Question of Language" which represents, I belicve, the Congress viewpoint. 
It was approved by Mr Gandhi and by ınany people unconneeted with the Congress and 
interested in the advancement of Urdu, inciuding Moulvi Abdul Huque. Secretary, Anju- 
man-e-Taraqqi-e-Urdu of Hyderabad. I do not know if you have come auross this essay. 
İn any event 1 am asking my ofiîce in Allahabad to send you a copy. If you dısagrec Mvith 
the argument or conciusions of this essay, I shall be grateful to have your critıcisms. 

I might mention that the Congress Mınistry in Madras is endeavouring to in- 
troduce the study of Hindustani in the State schools in the province. They are having pri- 
mers and Text-books prepared especially for the purpose by the Tamia Millia. These 
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primers, ete., are to be in two seripts—Devanagri and Urdu—but in idenücal language 
the students having the option of seript. 

I mention these instances to show how misapprehensions arise. But the real ques- 
tions at issue are more important and it is in regard to these that clariflcation is necessary. 
I presume you are acquainted with the Congress resolutions and statements on minority 
and fundamental rights and regarding communal questions. If you so wish ıt, I can have 
these sent to you. Many of these were colleeted together in a comprehensivc resolution 
passed by the Working Committee in Calcutta tovvards the end of October 1947. About 
the Communal Avvard the Congress position has been repeatcdiy made clear. 

The Congress policy as laid down in these resolutions may be incompletc or 
wrong. Tf so wc shali gladly consider suggestions to complete it or reetify it. Personally 
t do not see what more can be done by the Congress regarding religious or cultural mat- 
ters. As for political (communal) questions, the Communal Award, unsatisfactory as it is, 
hold the field for the present and tili such time as it may be altered by mutual agrecment 
of the parties concerned. 


In considering v/ider political qucstıons, the Congıess has adhcced to ceetain 
principles and policics for a number of years, though minör variations have taken place 
from time to time. Our present policy lu the legi.slatures and outisde was defined by a com¬ 
prehensivc resolution passed by the Working Committee at W3rdha last year. I was very 
glad to And from Nawab İsmail Khan and Chovvdhury Khaliquzzaman that the U.P. 
Müslim League, or the U.P. Müslim League Parliamentary Board, accepted this pro- 
gramme. This inciuded our objectıve of indepcndence, our demand for a constituent assem- 
bly, our general attitude to the Constitution Act, and the Federation, and our methods 
of woTk inside and outside the legislature. It referred also to our agrarian and labour pro- 
grammes. Thus therc appeared to be a very large mcasure of agreement between us not 
only in regard to fundamcntals, but ev en regarding many details. 

In vievv of this agreement ıt dıstressed and surprised mc to find that there was so 
much couflict 1 have tricd, therefore, lo find out what this conflict is about. I do not see how 
I can make any proposal, conerete or vaguc, whcn I do not kno'v what the points in issue are. 
It ıs true that iıı rcadiııg your spceches I have como aeross various statements to the effect 
that the Congress ıs tr>'ing to establish Hindu raj. 1 am unavvare of how this is being done 
or who is doıng it. If any Congress Minislrics or the Congress organisation have made 
mistakes, these should be pointcd out to us. 

A report of your Calcutta speech appeared in the nevvspapers at the time and 
is no doubt available to you and for me to give you a purport oF it seemed hardly 
necessary. In this you state that you are fighting the Congress, that you are fighting 
the Congress leadership vvhich is misleading the Hindus. Further you have said that 
you want lo bring the Congress High Commond to its senses. May I suggest that those 
who are privileged to advise or lead the Congress have no desire to fight any body 
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expect British Imperialısm? İn any event, if we niislead or misbehave we lıave a right to 
enquire from our critics where and how we have done so. 

FuTther in your Calcutta speech you said: “I have long long ago, months ago 
now, thTown out a challenge to Pandit Jawaharlal Nchru and I throw out a challenge 
now,—let him come and sit Avith us and let us formulate a constructivc programme vvhich 
will give imınediate relief to the poor.” It was to this ‘challenge’ that 1 referred in my last 
letter. 1 do not remcmber on which prcvious occasion you had issued a similar challenge 
to me. 


İt is always hclplul to discuss mattcrs and problems face to face and, as 1 have 
said previously, we are always glad to do so. A short while ago you met Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, one of our most respectcd leaders, Ihan whom there is no one better fitted 
to explain the Congrcss view-point in regard to the minoritics problem or any othcr mat- 
ter. VVhenever neccssity arises every one of us will willingly wclcome a talk. But even such 
a talk is likely to be vague and infructuous if some clarihcation of ideas docs not take place 
previously. Corrcspondence hclps in this proccss and sometimes is even prefcrable as 
ıt is more precise than talk. 1 trust therefore that you wiU help in clarifying the position 
by telling us where vve differ and how you vvould likc this differcncc to end. You have also 
criticised the Congress is vigorous language, as you were no doubt entitled to do. But 
are we not entitled to ask you to substantiate those criticisms in private at leasf, if not in 
public? 


1 have inqııired from Mr. Gandhi about your letter to him dated the 5th Novem- 
ber, 1937. He received it in Calcutta when he was lyı.ıg ili there and he fek that it needed 
no answer. Your letter had been in answer to his and the matter seemed to end there for 
the time being. He was good enough to show me his letter and yours and it seemed to me 
that no particular reply was called for. I understand that he wrote you y'esterday. 

I hope to be in Allahabad by the 9th February. 


Yours sincereiy, 
Javvaharlal Nehru. 


New Delhi, 
February, 17, 1938. 


Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, 

1 am in receıpt of your letter of the 4th February. You have no w flung at me more 
compUints and grievanoes of triOing eharaeter. Evıdently you rely on that seetion of the 
press vvhich is bent on misrepresenting and vilifying me, but 1 am glad that you say 1 men- 
tion these instances to show how misapprehension arises: ‘but the real qucstion at issue 
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is moıe important and it is in regard to this that clarification is necessary.’ Therefore I don’t 
think any useful puıpose will be served to carry on correspondence wjth regard to the 
various matters mentioned in your letter. Yon wiU please not introduce matters which 
you may have discussed with Nawab İsmail Khan or Chaudhıy Khaliquzzaman or any 
body else. These again will lead to references and cross references and the matter will never 
end. 


As regards my Clacutta speech, the word ‘challenge’ is obviously due to the ima- 
gination of the reporter for the very context shows clearly that it was an invitation. How 0 ver, 
the discussion of ali these matters in correspondence will lead us nowhere. I do not believe 
in the dücırine which you lay down ‘but are we not entitled to ask you to substantiate ali 
these criticisms in private at least, if not in public* : I for my part make no such distinc- 
tion. I am prepared to substantiate anything that I have said publicly, provided it is correctly 
reported. The crux of your letter on the real vital point of the Hindu-Muslim unity is a re- 
petition of what you said in your previous letter, namely, that you want me to note down 
‘the poinis of difference’ and discuss theın through and by means of correspondence—a 
method, which I made it clear iu my last letter, is highly undesirable and most inappro' 
priate. I welcomc your suggestion when you say ‘whenever necessity arises evety one of 
us wouId svıllıngiy welcome a talk.’ If you thınk that necessity has arisen and any one 
of you is wılling, I shall be glad to see you and equally welcome a talk. The thing is that 
you prefer talking at each other whereas T prefer talking to each other. Surely you know and 
you ought to know what are the fundamental points in dispute. 

I have received a letter from Mr Gandhi and I have replied to him. a copy of 
which I am enelosing herewith. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Bombay 

February 25. 1938. 


Dear Vfr. Jıımah, 

Your letter of the I7th February reached me at Haripura. I had no intention 
of flinging any complaints and grievances at you. In my attempt to find out whatyour 
complaints wcre 1 read your speeches as reported in the newspapers (usually by a news 
ageney) and noted down some of the points on whıch you had laid stress. 1 am glod to 
know that you have been mısrcported but you have not pointed out where the misrepresnt- 
tation comes in nor, so far as 1 knnw, have you ıssued any statement to the press correeting 
the misrepresentation. May I suggest that it wdl be worth whilc to correct these errors so 
that the public might not be misled. A clear and authoritative statement from you will 
help us also in understanding what you stand for and what you object to. 
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I not£ that you do not wjsh me to introduce in our corre&pondence any matters 
which we may have discussed with Nawab İsmail Khan or Chovvdhary Khaliquzzaman. 

I did not know that they rcpresentcd any difierent view-point from yours. I thought it 
necessary to draw your attention to the repeated attempts I have been making to find out 
what the political and communal policy of the Müslim League is and wherein it dilfers from 
that of the Congfess. You will remember saying last year that the Müslim League had an 
entirely difTerent policy even on political matters from that of Congress. Since then the 
League has changed its objective and its economic outlook and has thus approached 
nearer to the Congress. I am anxious to And out what the real meaning of these changes 
is. Without this clariAcation it is diflîcult for us to understand the pıesent position. 

You say that you do not believe in the doctrine that I lay down, namely: “but 
are we not entitled to ask you to substantiate ali these criticisms in private at least, if not 
in public.” Further you say that for your part you make no such distinction and are pre- 
pared to substantiate anything that you have said publicly, provided it is corfeclty reported. 
If you will read my sentence again you wiii no doubt observe that I have nowhere laid down 
any such doctrine as you imagine. I would indecd vvclcome a public treatment by you of 
the criticisms made by you. But if you yourself were unwiUing to write to the press on the 
subject, as you indicated in your letter, I put it to you that we are at least entitled to request 
you to substantiate the criticism in private. 

If you have made no criticisms of the Congress, and the press reports are entirely 
wrong, then of course no question of substantiation arises. Ali that need be done is to 
contradict the press reports. But if criticisms have been made, as presumably they have 
been, then I would request you to justify them publicly or privately as you might choosc. 
Personally I vvuuld prcfer the former method. 

I am afraıd I must confess that I do not yet know what the fundamental points 
of disputc are, It is for this reason that I have been requesting you to clarify them. So far 
I have not received any help in this direction. Of course we shall willingly mcet you vvhcnever 
opportunity arises. Our Presidcnt, Subhas Chandra Bose, or Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
OT l or any other member of the Working Committee can meet you at a suitable opportu¬ 
nity. 


But whcn we meet what are we to discuss? Responsible people vvith organisatiuns 
behind them can hardly discuss anything in the air. Sonıe clariAcation of the issues, some 
clear statement of what is wanted and what is objected to, is alsvays desirable, othenvise 
we may not come to grips with the subject. You will remember the argument about what 
transpired at Delhi in l‘>35 belsveen you and Babu Rajendra Prasad. There has even been 
a dilference of opınion about the facts. İt would be unfortunate if we repeated this performan- 
raance and then argued about it later. 

It is thus highly desirable for us to define the issues first. This is also necessary 
as we have always tn consuJt many colleagues in regard to any matter alfecting Congress 
policy. There is surely nothing undesirable or inappropriate about this defining of issues 
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by correspondence. It is the usual method adopted between individuals and organisations. 
May I therefore beg of you to enlighten me? 


Yours sincerely, 
Javvaharlal Nehru. 


Ncw Delhi, 

3rd March, 1938. 


Dear Pandit JavvaharlaL, 

1 am in. feceipt of your letter of the 25th February. I regret to find the same spirit 
running through of making insinuations and innuendoes and raising all sorts of matters 
of trifling character vvhich are not germane to our preseni subject with which you started, 
namely, hovv to hnd the basis of approach to the most vital and prominent question of 
Hindu-Mu-ilim unıty. You wind up your letter by ııısisting upon the course that I should 
formulate the points in dispute and submıt to you for your consideration and then carry 
on correspondence with you. This method, I have already stated in my considered opinion, 
is undesirable and inappropriate. The method you insist upon may be appropriate between 
two litıgants and that is followed by solicitors on behalf of their clients, but national issues 
cannot be settied like that. 

When you say ‘that 1 am afraid 1 must confess that 1 do not know wnat funda- 
mental points in dispute are’ 1 am only amazed at your ignorance. Thıs matter has been 
tackIed since 1925 right upto 1935 by the most prominent leaders in the country and so 
far no solution has been fouud. I would beg to vou to s tudy i t and do no t take up a selfcom- 
placent attitude and ıf you are in camest I don’t think you wıll find much difificulty in rea- 
lİ7İng what the main points in dispute are, because they have been constantly mentioned 
both in the press and publıc platform even very rccently. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


♦ • * 

Allahabad, 
March 8, 1938 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of March 3rd. 1 am afraid our letters to each other 
repeat themselves. 1 go on rcquesting you to teli us whar exacıly are the points in dispute 
vvhich have to bc discussed and you go on insisting that this should not be done by corres¬ 
pondence. At the same İtme you have pointed out that the main points in dispute have 
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)nstantly, and very recently, discussed in the press and public platform. I have care- 
ıllowed press statemcnts and your public spceches. In my efibrt to discover Üıese 
of dispute I enumerated some of the criticisms whJch you were reported to have 
n public speeches. In your reply you stated that you were misreported, but you 
t say what the correct report should have been. Further you said that these were 
and trifling matters, but again you did not point out what the majör matters were. 
ıll perceive my difficulty. I hope I am not making any insinuations or innuendoes, as 
;gest in your last Ictter. Certainly it is not my intention to do so, nor to raise trifling 
) which are not germane to the present subject. But what are these matters which 
mane? İt may be that I am dense or not sufflciently acquaİDtcd with the intricacies 
problem. If so I deserve to be enlightcned. If you will refcr me to any recent statc- 
lade ın the press or platform which will help me in understanding, I shall be grateful. 

It is not my dcsire, may I repeat, to carry on a controversy by correspondence, 
ly to flnd out what the main points of discussion and dispute are. It is surely usual 
ional issues to be formulated and clarifled in this way to facilitate discussion. Both in 
ıl and intemaional matters we are frequently adopting this course. 


You are perfectly right in sayıng that this matter has bcen tackIed since 1925 
dly. Do you not think that this very histury warns us not to approach it in a vague 
r without clear ideas as to what we object to and what we want7 Apart from this, 
las happened during these past few years which has altered the position. For ins- 
he Communal Award. Do you want this discussed with a view to some settlement 
ırrived at on another basis? 


It is obvious that the Congress is exceedingly anxious to remove ali causes of mis- 
tanding and friction. Apart from wider national issues, it woııld like to do so be- 
iuch misunderstanding comes in the way of its work. It has frequently considered 
)blcjn and passed such resolutions and put forward such proposals as it considered 
dn not wish to discuss as to -vvhether these were right or not. That may be a matter 
ument. But according to our lights we tried to do nur best. If we did not succeesd 
extent we hoped to do that is our misfortune and we shall gladly consider sugges- 
irhich might lead to better rcsults. 

What are the vanous aspects of this matter? May I enumerate them? 

1. T^e Communal Award, which iocludes separate eleetorates and reservation 
of seats. 

2. Rclıgious guarantees. 

3. Cultural proteetion and guarantees. 

Presumably these are the three main heads. There may be some minör matters 
lo not refer to them as you wİBh to concentrate on the main issues. 



As regards the Communal Award the position of the Congress has been clarified . 
If it is your desire to discuss this matter, 1 should like to know. 

As regards religious and cultural guarantees, the Congress has given as full assu- 
rances and guarantees as is possıble. If however any other guarantees are considered neces- 
sary, they should be mentioned. About one of the questions which you have referred to. 
ın your speeches, the Language question, I have written to you previously and sent you my 
brochure. I trust that you agreed with its main conciusions. 

Are we going to discuss these matters or some others which 1 have not mentioned 
above? Then again the background of ali such discussions must necessarily be a certain 
political and economic one—our struggle for independence, our anti-imperıalism, our 
methods of dırect action whenever necessary, our anti-war policy, our attempt to rcmove 
the exploitation of the masses, agrarıan and labour problems, and the like. I take it that 
with the re-orientation of the Müslim League’s policy therc will not be any great difference 
regarding thıs anti-implerialist background. 

You will forgive me for repeatıng myself in these letıers and for saying the same 
things över and över again. I do so because I am keenly desirous of your apprecıating 
my vievvpoint, which I believe is also the vievvpoint of my coHeagues in the Congress. 
1 have no desire to take up your time and to spend my time in vvriting long letters. Bııt 
my mind demands clarity before ıt can function effectiveiy or think ın teims of any action. 
Vagueness or an avoidance of real issues cannot iead to satısfactory results. It does seem 
strange to me that in spite ot my repeated requests I am not lold what issues have fo be 
discussed. 

1 understand that Gandhıji has already written to you expressıng his readiness 
to have a talk with you. 1 am not now the Congress President and thus have not the same 
representative capacity, but ıf I can be of anv help in this matter my Services are at the dis- 
posal of the Congress and I shall gladly meet j'ou and discuss these matters with you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jawaharlal Nehru 


* 


* * 


Ncw Delhi, 

17ıh March, 1938. 

Dear Pandıl JawahaTİal, 

I have received your letter of the 8th of March, 1938. Your first leiter ol the 18th 
of January, conveyed to me that you desire to know the points in dispute for the purpose 
of promoting Hındu-Muslım unıly. VV’hen m rcply I said that the subject-mattcr cannot be 
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solved through correspondence and it was equally undesirable as discussing matters in 
the press, you in your reply of the 4th of February, fonnulated a catalogue of grievances 
with regard to my supposed criticism of the Congress and utterances which arc hardly 
relevant to the question for our immediate consideration. You went on pefsisting on the 
same line and you are stili of opinion that those matters, although not germane to the 
preseni subject, should be further discussed, which I do not propose to do as I have already 
explained to you in my previous letter. 

The question with which we started, as 1 understood, is of safeguarding the rights 
and the interests of the Mussalmans with regard to their religion, culture, language, per- 
sonal laws and political rights in the national life, the govemment and the administra- 
tion of the country. Various suggeslions have been made which wiil satisfy the Mussalmans 
and crcate a sense of security and coniidcnce in the majority community. I am surprised 
when you say in your letter under reply, “But what are these matters which germane. It 
may be that I am dense or not sufiiciently acquainted with the intricacies of the problem. 
If so, I deserve to be enlightened. If you will refer me to any recent stateınent made in 
the press or platform which will help me in understanding, I shall be gTaleful." Perhaps 
you have heard of the Fourteen Points. 

Next, as you say, “Apart from this much has happened during these past few years 
which has altered the position.” Yes, I agree with you, and various suggeslions have appea- 
red in the newspapers recently. For instance, if you will refer to the Statesman, dated the 
12th of Februaty, 1938, there appears an article under the hcading “Through Müslim 
Eyes” (copy enelosed for your convenience). Next. an article in the New Times, dated 
the İst of March, 1938, dealing wıth your pronouncement recently made, 1 believe, at Hari- 
pura sessions of the Congress, where you ne reported to have said: “I have exarained 
this so-called communal question through the telescope, and if there is nothing what 
can you see.” 

This article in the New Times appeared on the İst of March, 1938, making nume- 
rous suggestions (copy enelosed for your convenience). Further you must have seen Mr. 
Aney’s intervievv where he vvamrd the Congress mentionmg some of the points whıch 
the Müslim League would demand. 

Novv, this IS enouglı to show to you that various suggestions that have been made, 
or are likely to be made, or are expected to be made, will have to be analysed and ultimately 
I consider it is the duty of every true nationalist, to vvhichever party or community he 
may belong to make it his business and examinc the situation and bring ahout a pact bet- 
ween the Mussalmans and the Hindus and create a real United front; and it should be 
as much your anxiety and duty as it is mine, irrespeetive of the question of the party or the 
community to ıvhich we belong. But if you desirc that I shouid collect ali these suggestions 
and submit to you as a petitioner for you and your colleagues to consider, I am afraid I 
can't do il nor can 1 do it for the purpose of carrying on further correspondence with re¬ 
gard to those various points with you. But if you stili insist upon that, as you seem to do so 
whenyousay in your letter, “My mind demands clarity before it can funetion efleetively 
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or think in terms of any action. Vagueness or an avoidance of real issues could not lead to 
satisfactory results. It does seem strange to me that in spite of my fepeated requests 1 am 
not told what issues have to be discussed.” This is hardly a correct description or a fair 
representation; but in that case I would request you to ask the Congress officially to 
communicate with me to that eifect, and I shall place the matter before the Council of 
the All-India Müslim League; as you yourself say that you are “not the Congress President 
and thus have not the same representative capacity but if I can be of any help on this matter 
my Services are at the disposal of the Congress and I shall gladly meet you and discuss these 
matters with you,” As to meeting you and dıscussing matters with you, I need hardly say 
that I shall be pleased to do so. 


Yours sincercly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * * 

Extract from the Statesman, New Delhi Editıon 
12th February, 1938. 

THROUGH MÜSLİM EYES 
By Ain-el-Mıılk 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s Bombay statement of January 2 on the Hindu-Moslem 
questıon has produced hopeful reactions and the stage has been set for a talk between 
the leaders of what, for the sakc of convenience, may be described as Hindu India and 
Moslem India. VVhether the Jinnah'Javvaharlal talks wıll produce in 1938 better results 
than the Jinnah-Prasad talks did in 1935 is yet to be seen. Too much optimism would 
not, hosvever, be justihed. The Pandit, by way of annotating his Bombay statement while 
addressing the U. P. delegates for Haripura at Lucknow, at the end of January, empha- 
tically asserted that in no case would Congress “give up its principles.” That was not a 
hopeful statement because any acceptable formula or pact that may be evolved by the 
leaders of the Congress and the League would, one may guess, involve the acquiescence 
of the Congress in scparate elcctorates (at least for a certain penod,) coalition ministries, 
recognition of the League as the one authorıtative and rcpresentatıve organization of 
Indıan Moslems, modification of its attituJe on the qucstion of Hindi and its script, scrap- 
ping of Bande Mataram altogether, and possıbly a redesigning of the trio-colour flag or 
at least agreeing to give the flag of the League an equal ınıportance. It is possihle that with 
a littie statesmanship on both skles agfeement can bc reached on ali these points without 
any iufrmgement of the principles of either, but the greatest obstacle to a satisfactory solu- 
tion would stili remain, in the shape of the communalısts of the Mahasabha, and the irre- 
concilables of Bcngal, ali of whom are not of the Mahasabha alone. The right of the Cong¬ 
ress to speak in the name of Hindus has been opcniy challenged and even the Jinnah-Prasad 
formula whıch did not satisfy the Moslems—and nothing on the lincs of whıch is now 
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likely to satisry them—has bcen vehemently denounccd by the Bengal Provincial 
Conference held at Vıshnupur recently pas«cd no extrenıely communal resolution, and 
that the latest utterances of theCongressPresident-elect on the communal situation generally 
and the Jinnah—Prasad formula in partîcular show some restraint. The only thing for 
Moslems to do ın the circumstanccs ıs to waît and hope Tor the best, without relaxing their 
eflbrts to add daily to the strength of the League, for it wjü not do to forget that it ıs gTOwing 
power and representative character of the Müslim League which has compelled Congfess 
leadcrs to recogmzc the necessity for an understanding wıth the Moslem communıty. 




* 


Extract from the New Times. Lahore, 

Ut March, 1938. 

THE COMMUNAL QUEST10N 

İn iLs last session at Haripura, the Indıan National Congress passed a resolution 
for assuring minontıcs of their religıous and cultural rights. The resolution was moved by 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nchru and was camcd. The speech whıch Pandıt Javvaharlal Nehru 
madc on thıs occasıon was as bad as any speech could be If the resolution has to be judged 
ın the light of that sper>ch, Ihcn ıt comes to thıs that the resolution has bcen passed not 
m any spınt of scriousness, but mcrciy as a mcanıngless assurance to satısfy the foolish 
minorilıes who are clamourıng "for (he satısfaction of the communal problem." Mr Jaıvahar- 
lal Nehru proceeded on the ba.sis that there was really no communal questıon. We should 
ilke to reproduce the trenchant manncr in vvhıch he put forvvard the proposilion. He said 
'T havc cxamincd the so called communal gueslion (hrough the tclescopc and, if there ıs 
nothıng. ıvhat can you scc." İt apprars to us that ıt is the heıght of dishonesty to move 
a resolution tvith these premıses. If there is no minorıty question, why procced to pass a rc- 
solution? \Vhy not .state that there is no mınority questıon.. Thıs ıs ni't the first time that 
Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru has cxpressed his complete inability to understand or see the 
communal qucstion. When rcpiying to a statement of Mr. Jinnah, he reıterated his con- 
victıon that in spite of his best endcavour to understand what Mr. Jinnah vvantcd, he could 
not get at ıvhat he vvanted. He seems to think that with the Communal Aıvard tvhich the 
Congress has opposed, the seats in the Legislature have become assurcd and now nothing 
remains to be d'>ne. He repeats the offensivc statement that the Communal Aıvard is merely 
a problem crealcd by the middle or upfıer classes for the sake of few seats in the Leglis- 
lature or appointments in Government service or for Ministerial positions. We should 
like to teli Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru that he has compktely misundcrstood the position 
of the Müslim mınority and it is a matter of intense pain that the President of an Ali India 
Organisatıon, vvhich claims to represent the entire population of India, should be so com- 
plctely ignorant of the demands of the Müslim mmority. We shall set forth below sorae 
of the demands so that Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru may not have any occaskm herefater 
to say that he does not know vvhat more the Muslims want. The Müslim demands are:— 


256 



1. That the Congress shall henceforth withdraw ali opposition to the Communal 
Award and should cease to prate about it as if it were a negation oF nationalism. It may 
be a negation of nationalism but if the Congress has announced in its statement that it is 
not opposing the Communal Award, tlıe Muslims want that the Congress should at İcast 
stop ali agitation for the recession of the Communal Award. 

2. The Communal Award merely setties the qııestion of the representation of the 
Muslims and of other minoritics in the Legislatures of the country. The further question 
of the representation of the minoritics in the Services of the country remains. Muslims 
demand that they are as much entitled to be represented in the Services of their mother- 
land as the Hindus and since the Muslims havecometo realize by their bitter exepeTİence 
that it is impossible for any protection to be extendi'd to Müslim rights in the matter of 
their representation in the Services, it ıs necessary that the share of the Muslims in the 
Services should be definitely fîxed in the constitution and by statutory enactment so that 
it may not be öpen to any Hindu head of any department to nde rough shod över Müslim 
claims in the name of “Efficiency.” Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru knows that in the name of 
efficiency and merıt, the rights of Indians to man the Services of their country was denied 
by the burcaucracy. Today vvhen Congress is in povver in 7 Provinces, the Muslims have a 
right to demand the Congress leaders that they shall unequivocally express themselves in 
this regard. 

3. Muslims demand that the protection of their Personal Law and their culture 
shall be guaranteed by the statute. And as an acid test of the sincerity of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and the Congress in this regard, Muslims d -mand that the Congress should take m 
hand the agitation in connecıion wıth the Shahidganj Mosque and should use its moral 
prcssurc toensurc that the Shahidganj Mosque is restored to its orginal position and that 
the Sıkhs desıst from profane uses and thereby injuring the religious susceptibilities of the 
Muslims. 


4. Muslims demand that their right to cali Azan and perform religious ceremonies 
shall not be fetlered any way. We should like to teli Pandit JawahaTİal Nehru that m a 
village, in the Kasur Tehsil, of the Lahore District, known as Raja Jang, the Müslim inhab- 
itants of that place arc not allowed by the Sikhs to cali out their Azans loudiy. With such 
neighbours it is necessary to have a statutory guarantee that the religious rights of the 
Muslims shall not be in any way intcrfered with and on the advent of Congress rule to 
demand of the Congress that it shall use its powerful organization for the prevention of 
such an event. In this connection we should like to teli Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru that 
the Muslims daim cow slaughter as one of their religious rights and demand that so long 
as the Sikhs are permitted to carry on Jhatka and to live on Jhatka, the MusKms have 
every right to insist on their undoubtcd right to slaughter cows. Pandit Jawahaıial Nehru is 
not a very great believer in religious injunctions. He claims to be livıng on the economic 
plane and we should like Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru to know that for a Müslim the question 
of cow slaughter is a measure of economic necessity and that therefore does it not öpen to 
any Hindu to statutorily prohibit the slaughter of cow3. 
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s. Muslims demand that their majonties in Üıe Provinces in which they arc 
at preseni shall not be afTected by any territorial redistributions or adjustments. The Muslims 
are at preseni in majority in the provinces of Bengal, Punjab, Sind, North West Frontier 
Province and Baluchıstan. Let the Congress hold out the guarantee and express its readiness 
to the incorporation of this guarantee in the Statute that the preseni disribution of the 
Müslim populatJon in the various provinces shall not be interfered with through the medium 
of any territorial distribution or re-adjustment. 

6. The questıon of naional anthem is another matter. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
cannot be unaware that Muslims ali över have refused to accept the Bande Mataram or 
any expurgated addition of that anti-Muslım song as a binding nalional anthem. If Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru cannot succccd in inducing the Hindu majority to drop the use of this 
song, then let him not talks so tali, and let him realize that the great Hindu mass does not 
take him seriously cxcept as a strong force to injure the cause of Müslim solidarity. 

7. The queslion of language and seript is another demand of the Muslims. The 
Muslims insist on Urdu being practically their national language; they want statutory 
guarantees that the use of Urdu tongue shall not m any vvıser maniler be curtailed or dama- 
ged. 

8. The questıon of the representation of the Muslims in the local bodies is another 
unsolved question. Muslims demand that the principle underlyıng the Communal Award, 
namciy, separate eleetorates and representation accordıng to population strength should 
apply uniformly in ali the various local and other eleeted bodies from top to bottom. 

We can go on multiplying this lıst but for the preseni we should lıke to know 
the reply of the Congress and Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru to the demands that we have set 
forth above. We should lıke Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru fully to understand that the Muslims 
arc more anxinus than the Hındus to see complete indcpendence in the Tc-al sense of that 
ternı cstablishcd in İndia. They do not believe in any Müslim Raj for India and will fight 
a Hindu Raj tooth and nail. They stand for the complete freedom of the country and of ali 
classcs inhabiting this counıry, but they shall oppose the establishment of any majority 
raj of a kind that wıll make a clean sweep of the cultural, religıous and polıtıcal guarantees 
of the various ıninoritıes as set forth above. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is under the com- 
forting impression that the question set forth above are Irivial qucstions but he should 
reconsıder his position in the hght of the emphasıs and imporıaıue which the minonties 
vvhich are affectcd by the programmeof the Congress place on these matters. After ali ıt 
is the minonties which are to judge and not the majonties. İt appears to us that wıth the 
attitude of mind ıvhıch Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru hetrayed in his specch and 'vhich the secun- 
der of that resolution equally eahibited ın his speech, namciy, that the qucstion ofminorities 
and majoritiea -vvas an artiflcial one and created to süit vested ınterests, it is obvious that 
nothing can come out of the talks that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru receoly imtiated betveen 
himsclf and Mr. Jinnah. If the Congress is in the belief that this reiteration of its innane pledge 
to the minorities wıLİ satisfy them and that they will be Laken in by mere words, the Congress 
is badly misinken. 

• * • 
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Calcutta, 
Aprıl 6, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Yoıır letter of the 17th March reached me in the Kumaum Hills where I had 
göne for a bricf holiday. From there I have come to Calcutta. I proposc to retum to Allaha- 
bad loday and 1 shall probably bc there for the greater part of April. If it is conveııicnt for 
you to come there we could meet. Or if it suits you better to go to Lucknow I shall try 
to go there. 

I am glad that you have indicated in your last letter a number of poınts whıch 
you have in mind. The enclosures you have sent mentiou Ihese and I take it that they re- 
present your vicwpoint. I \sas somewhat surprised to see this list as I had no idea that you 
wanted to discuss many of thesc matters wıth us. Some of these arc wholly covercd by 
previous decisions of the Congress, some others arc hardly capable of discussion. 

As far as I can make aut from your letter and the enclosures you have .sent, you wish 
to discuss the follotving matters; 

1. The Fourteen Points formulated by the Müslim League in 1929. 

2. The Congress should wıthdraw ali opposition to the Communal Award 
and should not deseribe it as a negation of nationalism. 

3. The share of the Muslims in the State Services should be dehniteh fixed in 
the Consitution by statulory enaetment. 

4. Müslim Personal Law and culture should be guaranteed by Statute. 

5. The Congress should take in hand the agıtation in connection with the Shahid' 
ganj Mosque and should usc its moral pressure to enable the Muslims to gain possessıon 
of the mosque. 

6. The Muslim's right to cali Azan and perform religious ceremonies should not 
be fettered in any way. 

7. Muslims should have freedom to perform cow-slaughter. 

8. Müslim majoTİties in the Provinces, wberc such majorities exist al present, 
must not be afTected by any territorial redistribution or odjustments. 

9. The Bande Mataram song should be given up 

10. Muslims want Urdu to be the national language of Jndia and they desire 
to have statutory guarantees that the use of Urdu shall not be curtailed or damaged. 

11. Müslim representation in the local bodies should be governrd by the principles 
underiying the Communal Avvard, that is separate electorates and population strength. 

12. The tri-cplour flag should bc changed or, alternativciy, the flag of the Müslim 
League should be given equal importance. 

13. Recognition of the Müslim league as the one aulhorıiative and represen- 
tative organization of Indian Muslims. 

14. Coalition ministn'es. 
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İt is further stated that the fornıula evolved by you and Babıı Rajendra Prasad 
in 1953 does not satisfy the Muslims now and nothing on those lines will satisfy them. 

It is added that the list givcn above is not a complete list and Ihat it can be aug- 
mented by the addition of further ’demands.’ Not knowing these possible and unlimited 
additions I can say nothing about them. But I should lıke to deal with the various matters 
specifîcally mentioned and to indicate what the Congress attitude has bcen in regard to 
them. 

But before considering them, the political and economic background of the 
free India we are working for has to be kept ın mind, for ultimately that is the controUing 
factor. Some of these matters do not arise in considering an independent India or take 
a particular shape or have lıttie importance. We can discuss them in terms of Indian in- 
dependence or in terms of the Brıtish dominance of India continuing. The Congress naturally 
thinks in terms of independence, though it adjusts itself occasionally to the pressure of 
transitional and temporary phases. It is thus not interested in amendments to the present 
constitution, but aims at its rcmoval and its substitution by a constitution framed by the 
people through a Constituent Assembiy. 

Another matter has assumed an urgent and vital signihcance and this is the ex- 
ceedingly crtıtical International situation and the possibility of war. This must concern India 
gready and affect her struggle for freedom. This must therefore be considered the govern- 
ing factor of the situation and almot everything else becomes of secondary importance, 
for ali our cfTorts and petty arguments wiil be of littie avail if the vcry foundation is upset. 
The Congress has clearly and repeatedly laid down its policy in the evcnt of .such a crisis and 
stated that it will be no party to imperialist war. The Congress will very gladly and willingly 
co-operate with the Müslim Leaguc and ali other organizations and individuals in the 
furiherance of this policy, 

I have carefuUy lookcd through the various matters to which you have drawn at- 
tention in your letter and its enelosures and I find that there ıs nothing in them which re- 
fers to or touches the economic demands of the masses or affects the all-important ques- 
tıons of poverty and unemployment. For ali of us in India these are the vital issues and 
unless sonte sohıtion is found for them, we funetion in vain. The question of State Services, 
howsoever important and worthy of consideration it ınight be, alTects a very small number 
of people. The peasantry, industrial workers, artısans and petty shop-keepıers form the 
vast ınajority of the population and they are not improved in any way by any of the de¬ 
mands lised above. Theır interests should be paramount. 

Many of tho 'demands' involve changes of the constitution vshich wc are not 
in a posıtion to bring about. Even if some such changes are desirablc in themselves, it is 
not our policy to press for minör constitutional changes. We vvant to do away completely 
with the present constitution and replace it by another for a free India. 

In the same way the desire for statulory guarantees involves constitutional changes 
which we cannot gjvc effect to. Ali we can do is to State that in a future constitution for 
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a free India we waııt certain guarantees to be incorporated. We have done this in regard 
to religıous, cultural, iinguistic and other rights of minonfies in tbe Karachi resolution 
on Fundamental Rights. We would İlke these fundamental rights to be made a part of the 
constitution. 

1 now deal vvıth the various matters listed above. 

1. The Fourteen Points, I had thought, were some-what out of date. Many of 
thcır provisions have been given e/Tect to by the Communal Award and in other tvays, 
some othcTS are entirely acceptablc to the Congress; yet others require constitutional 
changcs which, as I have mentıoned above, are beyond our present competence. Apart from 
the matters covercd by the Communal Award and those involving a change in the consti¬ 
tution, one or two matters remain which give rise to differences of opinion and which 
are stili likely to lead to considerablc argument. 

2. The Congress has clearly stated ıts attitudc tovvards the Communal Award, 
and İt comes t» this that it seeks alterations only on the basis of mutual consent of the 
partıes concerned. I do not understand huw any one can take objecLion to this attituda 
and policy. If we are asked to descnbe the Atvard as not being anti-national, that wouId 
be patently false. Even apart from what it gives to various groups, ıts whole hasis and struc- 
ture are anti-naıional and come in the way of the dcvelopment of naional unity. As you 
know it gives an overwhclming and wholly underserving vveightage to the European ele- 
ments ın ccrtain parts of India. If we think m terms of an independent India, we cannot 
possıbly fit m this Award wıth it. It is true that under stress of cırcumstances we have 
sonietimes to accept as a temporary measure some thing that is on the face of it antı-pational. 
It ıs also true that ın the matters governed by the Communal Award vve can only find a 
satisfactory and abidıng solutıon by the consent and good-wıll of the parties concerned. 
That is the Congress pclicy. 

3. The flxing of ihe Musliıns’ share in the State Services by statutory enaetment 
necessarily ınvolves the fixmg of the shares of other groups and communities simılariy. 
This would mean a rıgid and compartmeııtal State strueture whıch wıll impede progress 
and dt velopmenl. At the same time it is gcncrally admitted that State appointraents should 
be faırlv and adequately dıstnbuted and no comınunıty should have cause to complaın. 
İt ıs far better to do this by convention and agreement. The Congress is fully alive to this 
issue and dcsıres to meet the vvishes uf various groups in the fullest measure so as to give 
to ali ramority communities, as stated m No. 11 of the Fourteen Points, “an adequate 
share m ali the Services of the State and in local .self-govcrning bodies having due regard 
to the rcquiremcnts of elficıency." The State tnday ıs becoming more and more technical 
and demands expeTt knowlrdge in its various departments. It is right that, if a conununity 
is backward in this techqical and expert knowkdge, specıal efforts should be made to give 
ıt this cducation to bring it up a to hıgher level. 

I understand that at the Unity Conference held at Allahabad in 1933 or there- 
abouts, a mutually satisfactory solution of this question of State Services was arrived at. 
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4. As rcgards protection of culture, the Congress has declared its willingness to 
embody this m the fundamenUl laws of the constitution. It has also delcared that it 
does not wish to interfere in any way with the personal law of any community. 

5. I am consıderably surpnsed at the suggestions that the Congress should take 
ın hand the agitatıon in connection with the Shahidgunj ınosque. That is a matter to be 
decided either legally or by mututal agreement. The Congress prefers in ali such matters 
the way of mutual agreement and its Services can always be utılised for this purpose where 
there ıs no opening for them and a desire to this clTect on the part of the parties concerned. 
1 am glad that the Premier of the Punjab has suggested that this is the only satisfactory way 
to a solution of the problem. 

6. The rıght to perform relıgıous ccremoıııes should certainly be guaranteed to 
ali communıties. The Congress resolution about this ıs quitc clear. I know nothing ahout 
the particıılar incıdent relating to a Punjab vıllagc whıch has been referred to. No doubt 
many instances can be gathered together from vanous parts of İndia where pelty inter^ 
fercnccs take placc wıth Hindu, Müslim or Sıkh ceremonJces. These have to be tactfully dealt 
wıth wherevcr they atise. But the prmcıple is quite clear and should be agreed to. 

7. As rcgards cow-slaughter there has been a great deal or entirely false and 
unfounded progaganda against the Congress suggesting that the Congress was goiııg 
to stop İt forcıbly by Icgislation. The Congress does not wish to undertake any legislative 
aetion in this matter to restrict the establıshcd nghls of the Muslims. 

8. The queslıoıı of terrıtorial distrıbutıon has not arısen in any way. If any when 
İt anses ıt msut be dealt wıth on the basis of mutual agreement of the parties concerned. 


9. Rcgardıng the Hande Mataram song the VVorking Commıttee issued a long 
statement in Octoboı last tovvhıch I would invite yourattention. First of ali, it has to be rc- 
mrmbercd that no fornıal nutional anthem has been adopted by the Congress at any time. 
İt is true, howcveı, that the Hande Mataram song has been mtimatcly associated \vith İndian 
naikınaJısm for more tlıan thirty years aod numerous assocıations of sentiment and .sacri- 
tice havc gathered round it. Popular songs arc not made lo order, nor c.an they be sueces- 
sfully imposed. They grow out of publıc sentiment. Durıng ali these thirty or more years 
the Bande Mataram song was never consıdered as having any relıgıous signijicance and was 
treated as a natjonal song in proise of india. Nor, to my knovvledge vvas any objeetion 
taken to it except on noliiıcal grounds by the Government. tVhen however somc objectioas 
were raised, the Workıng Committee careiully consıdered the matter and ultımately decided 
to recommend that reıtain .staıızas, which contained certain aJlegorical rcferenres, might 
not be used on national platforms or occasions. The two .stanzas that have been recommended 
by the Working Committee for use as a national song have not a woni or a phrase vvhich 
c&n offened anybody from any poınt of view and I am surprised that any one can object 
them. They may appeal to somc more than to others. Some may prefer another natıooal 
song. But to compel large numbers of pcople lo give up what they have long valucd and 
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grown atached to is to cause needless hurt to them and injure the national movement itself. 
It would be improper Tor a national organisation to do this. 


10. About Urdu and Hindi I have prevıously writtcn to you and have also sent 
you my pamphlet on "The question of language." The Congrcss has declared in favour 
of guaramces for languages and culturc. I wanl to encouragc ali the great provincial lan- 
guagcs of India and at the same time to make Hindustani, as vvntten both in nagri and 
Urdu Scripts, the national language. Both Scripts should be officially recogrüsed and the 
choice should be left to the people concemed. In fact this policy is being pufsued by the 
Congfess Ministries. 

11. The Congress has long been of opinion that joint electorates are prcferable 
to separate electorates from the point of view of national unity and harmonious co-operation 
betwcen the different communıties. But joint electorates, in önler to have real value, must 
noı be imposed on unvvillmg groups. Hcnce the Congrcss is quitc clear that theır introduc- 
tion should depend on their acceptancc by the people concerned. This is the pmlicy that is 
being pursucd by the Congress Ministries m regard to Local bodies. Bccently m a bili 
dealing with local bodies introduced in the Bombay Assembly, separate electorates were 
mamtained but an option was given to the people concerned to adopt a joint electorate, 
if they so chose. This prmciple seems to be in exact accoıdance with No. 5 of the Fourteen 
Poinıs, vvhıch lays down that “Rcpresentatıon of communal groups shall continue to 
be by means of separate electorate as at present, providcd that it shall be öpen to any com- 
mıınity, at any time, to abandon its separate electorate in favour of jomt electorate " 
It surpnses me that the Müslim League group in the Bombay Assembly should have opposed 
the Bili with ıts cptional clause although this carried out the very policy of the Mııslim 
League. 


May I al.so point out that ın the resolution passed by the Müslim League in 1929, 
at the time it adoptcd the Fourteen Poinis, it was stated that “the Mussalmans wıll not 
consent lo joın electorates unless Sind is actually constituted into a separate provınce and 
reforms in fact are introduced in the N. W. F. Province and Baluchistan on the same footing 
as in ether provinces.” Since then Sind has been separated and the N.W.F. Province has 
been placed ona level with other provinces. So faraş Baluchistan is concemed the Congress 
is commıtted to a levdling up of this arca in the same ıvay. 

12. The national tri-colour Hag was adopted oıiginally in 1929 by the Congress 
after full and careful consultaiion wıth eminent Müslim, Sıkh and other leaders. Obviously 
a country and national movement must have a national Rag representıng the nation and ali 
communıties in ıt. No communal flag can represent the nation. If we did not possess 
a national flag nowwcwould have toevolveone. ThePresenı National Flag had its colours 
origuıally selceted in order to represent the various communıties. but ive dnI not like to 
lay stress nn this communal Âspect of colours. Artıstically I think the combination of orange, 
white and green rcsulted in a flag which is probably the most beautiful of ali national flags. 
For these many years our flag has been used and it has spread to the remotest viUage 
and brought hope and courage and a sense of ali India unity to our masses. It has been 
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associated with great sacrificcs on the part of our people, ınciuding Hindus, Muslıms and 
Sikhs, and many have suffered lathi blows and imprisonment and even death in defending 
it from insult or injury. Thus a powerful sentiment has grown up in its favour. On innumer- 
able occasions Maulana Mohamcd Alı, Maniana Shaukat Ali and many leaders of the 
Müslim Leaguc today have associated themselves wıth this flag and emphasised its virtues 
and signihcance as a Symbol of Indian unity. İt has spread outsıde the Congress ranks and 
bcen gcnerally recogniscd as the flag of the nation. It is diflîcult to understand how any one 
can reasonably objcct to it now. 

Communal flags cannol obvıously takc its placc l'or that can nnly mean a hoşt 
of flags of various communities bcıng uscd together and thus emphasising our disunity 
and separateness. Communal flags might be used for religious functions but they have 
no place at any naıonal functions or över any public building meant for various com- 
munitics. 


May 1 add that dunng the past fcw months, on several occasions, the National 
Flag has been insulıed by some members of volunteers of the Müslim League. This has 
pained us greatly but we have delıberately avoidcd anythmg in the nature of conflict in 
order not to add to communal bıttcrness. We have also issucd strict orders, and they have 
bcen übcyed, that no interferencc should take placc with the Müslim League Flag, even 
though İt might be inappropriately disptayed 


13. 1 do not understand what is meant by our recognıtion of the Musiim Leaguc 
AS the one and only organisation of Indian Muslims. Obvıously the Musiim Leaguc is an 
important communal organisation and we dcal wilh it as such. But wc have to deal with ali 
orgaııısatiuns and indivıduals that comc within our ken We do not determine the measure 
or importanoe or distınction they possess. There are a large number, aba ut a hundred 
thousand, of Muslims on the Congress rolls, many of whom have becn our closc com- 
panioııs. in prison.s and outsıde, for many years and we value their comradeship highiy. 
There arc many organısalıons which contain Muslims and non-Muslims alıkc, such as 
Trade Unions, Pcasant (Jnions, Kisan Sabhas, Debt Committees, Zamindar Associations, 
Chambcrs of Commerce, Employers’ Assocıatinn. ete., and we have conUets with them. 
There arc special Müslim organisations such as the Jamiat-ul-Ulema, the Proja Party, 
the Ahrars and others, which daim attenlion. Inevitably the more important the organisa¬ 
tion the morc the attention paid to ıt, but this importance does not come from outsıde 
recognition but from inherent strength. And the olher organisations, even though they 
might be younger and smaller, cannot be ingored. 

14. I should like to know what is meant by coalition ministries. A mınistry must 
have a definite polıtıcal and cconomic programme and policy. And nther kind of ministry 
would be a disjoınled and ıneffectıve body, withnoclear mınd or direetion. Given acommon 
polıtıcal and economic programme and policy, co-operation ıs easy. You know probably 
that some such cooperation was sought for and obtamed by the Congress in the Frontier 
Provincc. İn Bombay also repcatcd attempts vverc made on behalf of the Congress to obtain 
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this co-operation on the basis of a comtnon programme. The Congress has göne to the 
Assenblies with a definite programme and in fıırtherance of clear policy. İt wîll alvvays gladly 
co-operate with other groups, whether it is m a majority or a minority in an Assembly, in 
fıırtherance of that programme and policy. On that basis I conceive of even coalıtion minis- 
tries being formed. Wıthout that basis the Congress has no interest in Ministry or in an 
Assembly. 

I have dealt, I am afriad at exceeding length, with the various points raised m your 
letter and its enclosures. I am glad that I have had a glimpse ınto your mind through this 
correspondence as this enables me to understand a littie better the problems that are before 
you and perhaps others. I agree cntirely that it is the duty of evcry Indian to bring about 
harmonious joint effort of ali of us for the achievemcnt of India's freedom and the ending 
of the poverty of her people. For me, and I lake if for most of us, the Congress has been 
a means to that end and not an end in istelf. It ha been a hıgh privilege for us to work through 
the Congress because it has drawn to itself the love of mıllions of our countrymen, and 
through their sacrihce and united effort, taken us a long way to our goal. But much re- 
mains to be done and we have ali to pull together to that end. 

Personally the idea of pacts and the like does not appeal to me, though perhaps 
they mıgh! be necessary occasionally. What seems to me far more important is a more 
basic understnding of each other, bnnging vvith it the desire and ability to co-operate to¬ 
gether. That larger co-operation. if it is to inciude our millions must necessarıly be in the 
interests of thesc millions. My mind therefore is continually occupied with the problems 
of these unhappy masses of this country and I view ali other problems in this light. I should 
live to v.ew the communal problem also in this pcrspective for otherwjse it has no great 
signifıcance for me. 

You secm to ımaginc that I vvanlcd you to put forward suggestions as a petıtıoner, 
and then you propose that the Congress .should offi;ially communıcate wıth you. Surely you 
have misunderstood me and done yourself and me an ınjustice, Thcre is no quetion of 
petilioning eıther by you or by ınc, but a desire to understand each other and the problem 
that we have been dıscussing. 1 do not understand the signıhcance of your wanting an 
üfficial ıntımation from the Congress. l did not ask you for an oHiiial reply on behalf of the 
Müslim l eaguc. Organısaıons do not functıon in this way. It is not a question of prestige 
for the Congress or for any of us, for wc are keener on reachmg the goal we have set before 
us, than on sınall matters of prestige, The Congress is a great enough orgnisation to ignore 
such petty matters, and if somc of us have gained a measure of mfluenceand populanty, 
we have done so in the shaJow of Congress. 

You wıll remember ıhat I took the inıtiatıve m writing to you and requesting you 
to enlighten me as to vvhat your objeccıons were to the Congress policy and what, according 
to you, were the points in dispule. I had read many of your spccches, as reported in the 
press, and I found to my regret that they were full of stroııg attacks on the Congress which, 
according to my way of thinking, were not justıficd. I ıvanted to femove any misunder- 
standings, vvhere such eaisted, and to clear the air. 
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I havc found, chiefly in the Urdu press, the most astounding falsehoods about 
the Congress. I rcfer to facts, not to opinions, and to facls within my knowledge. Two 
days ago, here in Calcutta, I saw a circular letter or notice issued by a secretary of a Müs¬ 
lim League. This contained a list of the so-called misdeeds of the U.P. Government. I 
read this with amazement for there wa8 not an item of truth in most of the charges. I sup- 
pose thcy wcre gamcred from the Urdu press. Through the press and the platform such 
charges have been repeatcd on numcrous occasions and communal passions have thus 
been roused and bitterness created. This has gneved me and I have sought by writing 
to you and to Nawab İsmail Khan to find a way of chccking this deplorablc deteriora- 
tion of our public life, as well as a sürer basis for co-operation. That problem stili faces 
us and I hope we shall solve it. 

1 have mentioned earlier ın this letter the critical international situation and the 
terrible sense of impending calastrophe that hangs över the world. My mind is obsessed 
ssith this and I want India to realıse it and bc rcady for ali conscqucnces, good or ıll, that 
may flow from it. In this penod of svorld crisis ali of us, to whatever party or group we 
might belong and vvhatcver our dıffcrenccs might be, have the primary duty of holding 
togcthcr to protcct our people from penis that might encompass them. Our differences 
and arguments secm trivial when the future of the world and of India hangs in the balaııce. 
It is in the hope that ali of us will succeed in buılding up this larger unity in our country 
that I have vvrittcn to you and others repeatcdiy and at length. 

Thcrc is onc small matter I should like to mention. The report of any speech at 
Haripura, as given ın yuur letter and the newspaper articlc, is not correct. 

We have been corresponding for some time and many vague rumours float about 
as to what we have been saying to each other. Anxıous inquiries conıc to me and I havc 
no doubt that similar inquiries are addressed to you also. 1 think that we might take the 
public into our confıdencc now for this is a public matter on which many are intercsled. 
I suggest, therefore, that our correspondcnce might be rcleased to the press. T presume 
you ^sill have no objcetion. 


Yours sıncerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 


Bombay, 
April 12, 1938 


Dear Pandit Javvaharlal, 

I am in receipt of your letter of Uıe 6th April, 1938. I am extremely obliged to 
you for infurmating me that you propose to ntum to Allahabad and shall probably be 
there for the grealer part of April and suggesting that, if it would bc convenient for me 
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to come there, we could meet, or, ıf it suits me bbetter to go to Lucknovv, you wıll try to 
go there, I am afraid that it is not possible for me owing ta my oCher engagements, but 
I shall be in Bombay about the eııd of April and if ıt is convcnient to you, I shall be very 
glad to meet you. 

As to the rest of your letter, it has been to me a most painful leadıng. It seems 
to me that you cannot even accurately mterpret my letter, as you very honesüy say that 
“your mind is obsessed with the International situation and the terrible sense of impending 
catastrophe that hangs över the world’, so you are thinking ın tcrms entırely divorced 
from realıties which face us in India. l can only express my great regret at your turning 
and tvvisting what I vvrote to you and puttiug eutırely a wroug complexion upon the posi- 
tıon I have placed bcfore you at your request. You have formulated certaın points m your 
letter which you father upon me to begin wıth as my proposals.I sent you cxtracts from the 
press vvhich had recently appeared simply because I believed you vvhen you repeatedly 
asserted and appealcd to me that you would be grateful if I wouid refer you to any recent state- 
ments made in the press or platform vvhich vvould help you in understanding matters. Those 
are some of the matters vvhich are undoubtedly agıtating Müslim India, but the question 
hovv’ to meet them and to vvhat extent and by vvhat mcans and methods,is the business, 
as I have said bcfore, of every truc nationalist to solve. Whcther constıtutıonal changes 
are necessary, vvhether vve should do it by agreement or conventions and so forth, are 
matters, I thought, vvere for dıscussion, but I am extremely sorry to find that you have in your 
letter already pronounced your judgment and given your decisions on a good many of them 
vvith a preamble vvhich ııegatıves any suggeslion of discussion vvhich may lead to a scıtle- 
mcnt, as you start by saying “I was so much surprisud to see this lısl as 1 have no idea that 
you vvanted to discuss many of these matters vvith us; some of these are vvholly covered 
by previous decisions of ıhe Congress, some others are hardly capable of discussion,” 
and then you pioceed to your conciusions having formulated the points accordiug to your 
ovvn notıons. Your tone and language again display the same arrogance and militant spint 
as if the Congress is the sovereign povvcr and, as an mdicalion, you extend your patronage 
by saying that “obviously the Müslim League is an important communal organisationand 
vve deal vvith ıt as such, as vve have to deal vvitlı ali orgauısatıons and ındividuals that come 
vvithin our ken.We do nut determinc the mcasure of importance or distinctıon they possess” 
and then you mention various other organisations. Here I may add that in my opinion, 
as I have publicly stated so often, that unless the Congress recognıscs the Müslim League on 
a foutıng of complete equalıty and is prepared as such to negotiate for a Hındu-Muslım 
settlemcnt. vve shall have to vvait and depend upon our inherenı strength vvhich vvıll "deter- 
mine the measure of importance or dUtmelion it possesses.” Having regard to your mentality 
it is really difficult for me to make you understand the position any further. Of course, 
as I have said before, I do not propose to dıscııss the various matters, referred to by ycu, 
by means of and through coırcspondencc, as, in my opinion, that ıs not the way to tackIe this 
matıer. 


With regard to your reference tu certaın falschoods that have appeared about 
the Congress in the Urdu press, vvhich, you say, have astounded you, and vvith regard 
to the circular letter referred to about the misdeeds of the U.P. Government, I can express 
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no opinion without investigation, but I can give you number of falsehouds that have ape- 
pearcd in the Congress press and in statements of Congressmen with regard to thc All- 
India Müslim League, some of thc İcaders and thosc who are connected with it. Similarly 
I can give instances of reports appearing in the Congress press and speeches of Congress- 
men which are daily deliberately misrepresenting and vıhfying the Müslim composition 
of the Bengal, Sind, Punjab, and Assam Govemments with a view to bfeak thosc Govem- 
ments, but that is not the subject matter of our correspondence and besides no useful 
purpose wıll be served in doing so. 

With regard to your request that our correspondence should be relcased to the 
press, I have no objection providcd the correspondence between me and Mr. Oandhi is 
also published simultaneously, as we both have referred to him and his correspondence 
with me in ours. You wıll please thereforc obtain the permissıon of Mr. Gandhi to that 
effect OT, if you wish, I will write to hım, informing hım that you dcsirc to rclease the corres¬ 
pondence between us to the press and I am willing to agree to it providcd he agrees that the 
correspondence between him and myself is also relcased. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

« * * 

Allahabad, 
April 16, 1938 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 

Your Ictler of April 12th has jıist rcached me. 

I am eaceedingiy sorry that anything that I have vvritten to you should have caused 
you paın. İt seems to be truc that wc approach publıc problem from dilferent standpoints 
and inevitably I try to placc my vicvvpoınt before you and seek to gain your apprcciation 
of it. To say anything that might pain you would deı'eat my ovvn purpose, cven apart from 
ıts impropriety. At the same time I owe it to you and to myself to endeavour to place frankly 
before you how my mind works and what my vicws are on the subj’.'ct matUT under dıscus- 
sion. Our viewpoint5 might diBer, but I do bclıeve that the margin of difference can be 
Icssened by a frank approach on either side. I have sought to ınake this approach in ali 
sincerity and with every desire ou my part not to say anytiııng that might come in the way. 

In my lu.st letter I dealt with the various points mentioned in the extracts you had 
sent me as I presumed that, as you had drawn my attention to them, they might to large 
eKient represcnl what you had in mind. As you know I have bcen tryıng to get at these 
points nf diHerrnce and when I saw something conerete I wanted to give my reaction to 
it. 1 tried to State what the Congress opinion has been in regard to them. There is no hnality 
in day to day politica, allhough certain principles are supposed to govern pohcics. It is for 



the Congress, if it so chooses, to vary any policy. Ali I can do is to State what tlıe past and 
present policy is. 

I fegret that you think that I write in an arrogant and militant spirit and as if 
I considcFed the Congress as the sovereign powcr. I am painfully conscious of the fact 
that the Congress is not a sovereign povvcr and that it is circumscribed in a hundred ways 
and further that it may have to go through the wilderness many a time again before it 
achieves its objective. You have referred to my obsession with the intemationai situation 
and the sense of impending catastrople that possessesme. If I feel that way, as 1 do, I can 
hardly grow complacent or imagine that the Congress is sovereign. But when I discuss 
Congress policies as a Congressman I can only repeat what these are and not bring in 
my own particular view on the subject, if these happen to be at variance with Congress re- 
solutions. 

You point out to me that the Congress press has contained numerous falsehoods 
in regardto the Müslim League andsome of ilsleaders, aswell as the provincial governments 
of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and Assam. T entirely agrce with you that falsehoods, misrepresen- 
tations and msinuations are to be deprecated and countered wherever they might occur, 
in the Urdu, Hindi or English press, or whatever the political complexion of the news- 
paper. There is no such thing as the Congress press över which the Congress has control, 
but it is true that many nevvspapers generally support the Congress. But whether we can 
influence them or not, we certainly want to stop ali such false and misleading statemenrs 
and to express our disapproval of them In this matter T can only beg to you to point out 
specific instances so that we nııght take necessary action. 

I note that you say about the pubücation of our correspondence. I have not got with 
mc copies of your correspondence with Mahatrua Gandhi. I am thcrefore vviring to him to 
seek his permission as suggested by you. 

I am afraid it will hardly be possible for me to visit Bombay in April or May. 
Early in June I intend sailıng for Europc. In case I go to Bsmbay earlier I shall inform 
you so that we might have the opportunity of meeting. I understand that you will be meet- 
ing Mahatma Gandhi in the near future. 


Yours sincerely, 
Javvaharlal Nehru. 


• • * 

Allahabad, 
December 1, 1939 

My dear Jinnah, 

When we met last in Delhi, it was agreed that we should meet again to discuss 
various aspects of the communal problem. You told me that on your retum to Bombay you 
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wou]d write to ine suggesting some date Tor such a meeting. I have been looking fortvard 
to your letter since then. I hope that whcuever it is convenient for you to fix date yon will 
kindly let me know. 

Sir Statford Cripps is coming to India soon and is lıkely to spend two or three 
'vveeks in this country. He is on his way to China. I do not yet exactly know when he will 
reach here, but prubably he will come in about a week’s time. During his brief stay in India 
he would like to mcet you if that is possible. 1 do not know his programmc at ali, nor do 
I know what cities he intends visiting. But I take it that he vvili go to Bombay. Could you 
kindly let me knovv iF you are likely to be in Bombay about the third week of this month 
or later? This information might hclp him to arrange his programme. He is coming by 
air and will land İn Allahabad. 


* • 


* 


Yours sıncerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehnı. 


Bombay, 

4th December 1939 

My dear Javvahar, 

I am m receipt ol your letter oF the İst December, and thank you for it.As at pre- 
sent advısed I hope to bc in Bombay fer the next two or three weeks, and if it is convenient 
to you I shall be very glad lo see you and fix up any date that may süit you. Please, there- 
fore, let me know what date and lime wıil süit you. 

As regards Sir StalTord Cripps, 1 rcceived a letter from him, and 1 have already 
replied to hım c/o your address a.s dırected by him.and as I have already stated I shall be 
here in Bombay and as he is arrıving at Allahabad on the 8th, as I u^der.^tand from his 
letter, I shall be very glad lo see him when he is in Bombay. On hearing from him I shall 
Ax up also the date and time that may süit him. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M A. Jinnah. 


* « « 

Allahabad, 
December 9, 1939. 

My Dear Jinnah, 

days ago 1 sent you a letter informing you that I intended going to Bombay 
soon and hoped lo mect you there. Yesterday moming I read in the newspapers your state- 
ment 6xıng December 22nd as a day of deliverance and thanks giving as a mark of relief that 
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the Congress Govemments have at last ceased to function. I have read this statement 
very carefully more than önce and have given twenty-four hours thought to the matter. 

It is not for me, in this letter, to enter into any controversy about facts or impressions 
or conciusions. You know my views about these, formed, I hope, in ali earnestness and 
with ali desire to find the truth. It may be that I am mistakcn, but I have sought more 
light and that light has not come. 

But wlıat has oppressed me terribly since yesterday ıs the realısation that our sense 
of values and objectives in life and politics differs so very greatly. I had hoped, after our 
conversations, that this wasnot so great, but no'v the gulf appears to be wider than ever. 
Under these circumstances, I vvonder what purpose will be served by our discussing with 
each other the problems that confront us. There must be some common ground for discus- 
tion, some common objective aimed at, for that discussion to yield fruit. I think, I owe 
it to you as well as to myself to put this difficulty before you. 

You were good enough to show me in Delhi a letter you had receıved from flijnor. 

I enquired into the matter and am informcd that the version of facts gıven to you is not cor- 
reet and is vvholly misleading. If you wouId çare to have an cxplanation uf what happened, 

I could obtain it for you from Bijnor. For this purpose, I would like to have a copy of the 
letter you «hosved me in Delhi. 


Yours sincerely, 
Javvaharlal Nehru. 


♦ * ♦ 

Bombay, 

13th December, 1939. 

Dear Jatvaharlal, 

I am in rcceipt ot your letter of the 9th December. I did not know vvhere to 
address my reply to you as your movemcnts were reported in the press to be uncertain. 
The latest announcement is that you are arrıving in Bombay on the 14th of December and 
I am therefore scııding this letter to your Bombay address. 1 quitc agree sv'th you that 
“there must be some common ground for discussion, some common objective aimed at for 
that discussion to yield fruit”; that is the ver/ rcason why 1 made it clear in our conver¬ 
sations at Delhi in October last to Mr, Gandhi andyourself. First, that so longas the Cong¬ 
ress is not prepared to trcat the Müslim Leaguc as the authorıtative and representative 
organisation of the Mussalmans of India, it was not possible to carry on talks regarding 
the Hindu-Muslim settirment as that was the basis laid down by the working commıttee 
of the Ail-India Müslim Leaguc, and second, that we cannot endorse the Congress de- 
mand for the declaration as laid down m the resolution of the Working Committee con- 
firmed by the All-India Congress Committee of lOth October 1939, apart from the nebulous 
and impracticable character of it, tül we reach an agreement with regard tn the mmority 
problem. The Müslim Leaguc was also not satısficd wich the declaration made by the 
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Viceroy. If happily we could settie the Hindu-Muslim quettion, then we woııld be in a 
position to evolve an agreed formula for a demand of dedaration by His Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment that would satisfy us; neither the first nor the second suggestion of mine was 
acceptable to Mr. Gandhi or to yourself at Delhi, but you were good enough to express 
your wish that you would tike to meet me again and I said that 1 would be always glad 
to see you. In reply to your letter of the İst December expressing your vvish to see me in 
Bombay, I infonned you that 1 shall be in Bombay tili the 3rd week of December and I shail 
be glad to see you, and 1 can only say that if you desire to discuss the matter further I am 
at your disposal. 

As regards your reference to the Bijnor incident T am sure that you vvili agree 
with me that it requiTes a thorough judicial examination and enquİTy before any conciuion 
can be arrived at, and it is hardly worth our while to deal with onc instance, for in my 
judgment the whole woTking of the consituation and our eharges against the Congress 
Government must be thoroughly examined by a Royal Commission. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnab. 




Carmichael Road, 
Bombay, 

December 14, 1939. 


My dear Jinnah, 


Thank you for your letter of the I3th December which was delivered to me in the 
forenoon today on my arrivai here. I sent you my last letter from Allahabad after reading 
and giving full thoughl to your statement about the celebratinn of “a day of deliverance 
and thanksgiving” by the Muslims. This statement had distressed me greatly as it made 
me realise that the gulf that separated us in our approach to public problems was very 
great. In view of this fundamental diflerence, I wondcrrd whaı common ground there 
wns for discussion and 1 put my difflcuity before you. That difficulty remains. 

In your letter you have emphasizcd two other preliminary conditions before 
any common ground for discussion can arisc. The first is that the Congress must tıeat 
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the Müslim League as the authoritative and reprcsentatıve organisation of the Mussal- 
mans of India. The Congress has alvvays considered the League as a very important and 
influential organisation of the Muslims and it is because of this that we have been eager 
to settie any dıfferences that may exist between us. But presumably what you suggest is 
something more and involves some kind of repudiation by us or dissociation from other 
Muslims who are not in the League, who havc been and are our closest coUeagues. There are, 
as you know, a large number of Muslims in the Congress, who have been and are our 
closest coUeagues. There are Müslim organisations like the Jamiat-ul-Ulema, the All-India 
Shia Conference, the Majlis-e-Ahrar, the All-India Momin Conference, ete., apart from 
trade unions and peasant unions which have many Muslims as thdr members. As a general 
rule, many of these organisations and individuals have adopted the same political plat¬ 
form as wc have done in the Congress. We cannot possıbly dissociate ourselves from 
them or disown them in any way. 

You have rJghtly pointed out on manv occasions that the Congress does not 
represent every body in India. Of course not It does not represent those who disagree 
with it, whether they are Muslims or Hindus. Iıı the ultimate analysis it represents its members 
and sympathisers. So also the Müslim League, as any other organisation, represents its 
own members and sympathisers. But there ıs this vital difference that ıvhıJe the Congress 
constitutionally has its membership öpen to all \vho subseribe to its objectıve and methods, 
the Müslim League ıs only open to Mushms. Thus the Congress constitutionally has a 
nationsi basis and it cannot give that up vvithout putting an end to its exintcncc. There 
are many Hindus, as you kııovv, in the Hindu Mahasabha who oppose the idea of the 
Congress representing the Hindus as such. Then there are the Sıkhs and others who claim 
that they should be heard when communal nıatters ire considered. 

l am afrairt therefore that if your desire is that vve should consıder the League 
as the sole organisation reprcsentıng the Muslims to the exclusion of all others, we are 
wholly ıınable to accede to ıt. It would be cqually at variance with facts if wc made a simılar 
olaim For the Congress, in spıte of tlıe vastness of the Congress organisation. But I would 
venturc to say that such quest.ions do not arisc when two organisations deal with each 
other and consider problcms of muıual ıntercst. 

Your accond point is that the Müslim League cannot endorse the Congress dc- 
mand İcr a dcelaration from the British Government. 1 regret to iearn this for this means 
that, apart from communal que.stıons, W'; dılfer entirciy on purely political grounds. The 
Congress demand is cssentially for a declaration of war aıms and more especially for a 
declaration of Indian independence and the rıght of the Indian people to frame their own 
coiıslıtution vvithout external inlerference. İf the Mu.slim League do<:s not agree to this, 
this means that our political objeetives are vvhoUy dissimılar. The Congress demand is 
not ncw.It is inherent in article one of the Congress and all our policy for many years post 
has been based on it. It is inconccivable to mc how the Cogress can give il up or even vary 
it. Personally I would be entirely opposed ta any attempt at vanation But thi.s is not aper- 
sonal matter. There is a resolution of the All-India Congress Committee, endorsed by a 
thousand meetings all över India and I am powerless to ignore it. 
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It thus seems that politically we have no common ground and that our objectıves 
are diiferent. That in itself makes discussion difficult and fruitless. What led me to write 
my last letter to you also remains the prospect of a celebration of a day of deliveranco by the 
Muslims as suggested by you. That raises very vital and far-reaching issues, in which I need 
not go now, but whıch must influence ali of us, That approach to the communal problem 
cannot be reconciled with an attempt to solve it. 

I feel, therefore, that it vvıll scrve littie purpose for us to meet at thi.s stage and 
under these conditions wıth this background. I should like to assure you howeveT that we 
are always prepared to have free and frank discussions of the communal or other problems 
as between the Congrcss and the Leaguc. 

I note vvrhat you say about the Bijnor incident. It has been our misfortune that 
charges are made in a one-sided way and they arc never inquired into or disposed of. You 
will appreciate that it is very easy to make complaints and very unsafe to rely upon them 
without duc jnquıry. 

Yours sincerely, 
Javvaharlal Nehru. 


Bombay, 

December 15, 1939. 


Dcar Javvaharlal, 

I am in receipt of your letter of ıhe 14th December 1939 and I am sorry to say 
that you have not appreciated my posıtion with regard to the second point. 1 did not say 
that Müslim League cannot endorse the Congress dcmand for a declaration from British 
Government. What I have said was that we cannot endorse the Congress demand for the 
declaration as laid down in the resolution of the working committee and confirmed by the 
All-Indio Congrss Committee of the 10/A October 1939 for the reasons I have already speci- 
fied in my letter. 

If this resolution of the Congress cannot be modihed in any way and as you say 
that personally you would be entirely opposed to any attempt at variatiuu of it and as 
you make it clear that you are wholly unable to treat with the Müslim League as the authori- 
tative and representative organisation of the Mussalmans of India, may I know in these 
circumstances whdt dn you cxpect or wish me to do. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinaah. 


* * 
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Bombay, 

December 16, 1939. 


My Dear Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letler of December 15th. 

I realise the difference you have pointed out. Of course the Müslim League cannot 
oppose the idea of any declaration. WhattheCongress had asked for was an enunciation 
of war aims and a recognition of India’s independence and the right of her people to frame 
their constitution, a right that must necessarily be inherent in independence. AH these 
are basic principlcs which flow from our objective of independence, and as the Müslim 
League has the same declared objective, there should be no difference of opinion about 
them. Tn the application of these principles many ımportant matters will no doubt have 
to be considered. But so far as the basic demands are concerned, they are of the very essence 
of İndian nationalism. To give them up or to vary them materially is to knock down our case 
for independence. 

In regard to the war also the Congress has repeatedly declared its policy during 
the last eleven years. The present declaration is a logical out-come of that policy. I have 
personally had some sharc in shaping this policy and I have attached importance to it. 
You will appreciate that it is exceedingly difficult, apart from the question of desirability, 
to vary such long-established and fundamental polioits. These policies are political in their 
cssence and, I would venture to say, are the only policies whıch flow from a demanJ for 
indian freedom. Details may be considered and discussed. their application should be 
worked out in mutual co-nperation and, in particular, the ınterests of various groups and 
minorities should be considered carefully and proteeted. But tu chalienge the very basis 
of that declaration is to demonstrate that there is a great difference in political outlook 
and policies. This, as such has nothing to do with the Hindu-Muslim problem. It is be- 
cause of this that I feel that there is littie in common in our political objeetives. 

May I say again that no onc on our behalf, so far as 1 know, challenges or mini- 
mıses the auth(>rity, influence and importance of the Müslim League.lt is for this reason 
that we have hecn eager to discuss matters with it and to arrive at a satisfactory solution 
of the problem that confront us. Unfortunately we never secm to reach even the proper 
dıscussıon of these problenıs a^ various hurdles and obstructions, in the shape of condi- 
tions preccdent, come in our way. These condıtions precedent as l have ventured to point 
out to you, have far-reaching significance. 1 do not know why they should be allowed to 
obstruct ali progress or prevent us from consıdering these problems. Tt should not be difficult 
to remove these hurdles and come to grips with the subject ıtself. But as these hurdles 
continue and others are added to them, I am compelled to think that the real dıfficulty 
is Ihe difference in political outlook and objeetives. 

At the present moment, the decision to have an ali India demonstration on Decem¬ 
ber 22nd has added a psychological barrier which effectıvely prevents mutual approach 
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and discussion.I regret this cxcecdingly and have carnestly vvished that you would see your 
way to remove this berrier which is leading and can only led to ill-wıll. I stili hope that 
you may be able to do so. 

I do wish to assure you that for my part I do not want to leave any stone un- 
turned which can lead to mutual understanding and settlement. But you wiil not have 
me, as I do not want to have you, leave integrıty of mind and purpose in pursuit of any- 
thing, Nothing worthwhile can be gained that way. I have deep political convictions and 
I have laboured in accordance with them these many years. I cannot leave them at any 
time, much less now when the world is in the throes of a terriflc crisis. 


Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 


* « * 

PRESS STATEMENT 

Press statement ıssued from Bombay on January 7, 1940, by Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
President of the All-India Müslim League while releasing the correspondence betıveen 
him and Pandıt Jawaharlal Nehru: 

“I regret to find that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, durmg his recent tour in the 
Punjab and elsewhere, has thought fit to attack me in a manner unvvorthy of any respon- 
sıble leader. He accuses me of being bent upon the preservation of British Jomination 
över India vvhich I can only eharaeterise as not only unvvarranted, but mean. The rcasons 
for his refusing to continue his talks with me, as given by him, far from corre.nt, are mis- 
leading and unfair. 

I would not further comment upon his reckIess and irresponsible pronounce- 
ments, but I suali rest content wıth releasing the correspondence between us on the subject. 
This wıll shovv the true reasons for his refusing to proceed further in the matter, and I 
leave ıt to the publıc to judge the impossible attitude that is being taken up by him and the 
Congress.” 


* * 


* 


New Delhi 
lOth May, 1946. 


My dear Jinnah, 

In accordance with our decision yesterday at the conference, my coUeagues have 
given a good deal of thought to the choice of a suitable umpire. We have felt that it rvould 
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probably be desirable to exclude Englishmen, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. The field is thus 
limited. Nevertheless we have drawn up a considerable list from which a choice can be 
made. I presutne that yuu have also, in consultation with your executive, prepared a list 
of possible umpires. Would you like these two lists to be considered by us, that is, by you 
and me? If so, wc can fix up a meeting for the purpose. After we have met, our recom- 
mendation can be considered by the eight of us, that is, the Tour representatives of the Cong- 
ress and the four representatives of the Müslim League, and a Ünal choice can be made, 
which we can place before the conference when it meets tomorrovv. 


Yours sinccrely, 
JawahaTİal Nehru 


* 




New Delhi, 
May 10, 1946. 

Dear Javvaharlal, 

I received your letter of lOth May at 6 p.m. 

At yesterday’s meeting between you and me at the Viceregal Lodge, we discussed 
several pomts besides the fixing of an umpire. After a short discussion, vve came to the 
conciusion that vve will further esamine your proposal made by you at the conference 
yesterday, with all its implications after your and rny Consulting our respective colleagues 

I shall be g!ad to meet you to consıder the various aspects of your proposal any 
time that may süit you tomorrovv raorning after 10 o’clock. 


Your sinccrely, 
M. A. Jınnah 


• • 


M 


New Delhi, 
llth May, 1946. 


My dear Jinnah, 

Your letter of May lOth reached me at ten last night. 

During the talk we had at Viceregal Lıxlge you referred to various matters be¬ 
sides the choice of an umpire and I gave you my reactions in regard to them. But I was 
under the impression that the proposal to have an umpire had been agreed to and our 
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next business was to suggest names. Indeed it was when some such agreemeııt was reached 
in the conference that U'e had our talk. My colieagues have proceeded on this basis and 
prepared a list of suitable names. The conference will cxpect us to teli them this afternoon 
the name of the umpire we fix upon, or at any rate to place before them suggestions in 
this behalf. 

The chief implication in having an umpire is to agree to accept his final decision. 
We agree to this. We suggest that we might start with this and report accordiugly to the 
conference. 

As suggested by you, I shall come över to your place of residencc at about 
10-30 this moming. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * 


* 


New Delhi, 
May 11, 1946. 

Dear Jawaharlal 

1 am in receipt of your letter of the llth May. 

During the talk we had at the Viceregal Lodge, which lastedfor about hfteenor 
tvventy minıites, I pointed out various aspects and implications of your proposal and we had 
had a Jiscussion for a littie while, but no agreement was arrived at between you and me 
on any poınt except that at your suggestion that you consult your colieagues and I should 
do likewise we adjourned to meet again the next day to further discuss the matter. 

1 shall be glad to meet you at 10-30 this morning for further talk. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 




Wardha, 

13th August, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

As you ]cnow, the Vıccroy has invited me in my capacity as President of the Cong- 
ress, to make proposals for the immediate formation of the interim government. 1 have 
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accepted the invitation. I feel that my first step should be to approach you and seek your 
co-operation in the formation of a coalition provısional govemment. It is naturally our 
desire to have as representative a govemment as possıble. Should you wish to discuss this 
matter further with me, bcfore coming to a decislon, I shall gladly see you in Bombay 
or wherever you may be. I am leaving VVardha on the I4th and reachmg Bombay on the 
15th August forenoon. Probably I shall leave Bombay for Delhi on the morning of August 
17. 

Yours Sincerely, 


JawahaTlal Nehru 


Bombay, 

August 15, 1946. 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 

1 received your letter, dated the 13th yesterday, delıvered to me by hand. 

I know nothing as to what has transpired betveen the Viceroy and you; nor 
have I any idca of what agreement has been arrived at between you two, except what you 
say in your letter that the Viceroy has invited you, in your capacity as the President of the 
Congress, to make proposals for the immcdiate formation of the interim govemment and 
that you have accepted the invitation. 

If this nıeans that the Viceroy has commissioned you to form the Eaecutive 
Council of the Govcrnor-Gcnı ral and has alrcady agreed to aceept and act upon your advice 
and proceed to constitutc his Hxecutıvc accordingiy, it is not possible for me to aceept such 
a position on that basis. 

However, if you çare to meet me on behalf of the Congress to settie the Hindu- 
Muslim questioıı and re.solve the serıous dcadlock, 1 shall bc glad to see you today at 6 p.m. 

The substaııce of your İr İter, unfortunately, has already appeared in the press 
even before I received ıt. May I, thereforc, reguest you to release this htter of mine also 
to the press ? 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

• • * 

Bombay, 

August 15, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of today’s date which was delıvered to me at about 

1 p.m. 
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Nothing has transpired betvveen me and the Viceroy except what has already been 
published. There is no aiTangement other than what is contained in his brief offer and ouf 
acceptance. That offer, made by the Viceroy with the concurrence of the British Government, 
is for us to make proposals for the formaion immediately of an interim government. The 
Executive Council of the Governor-General has not been mentioned as such. İt is under- 
stood, as stated in the published correspondence between the Congress President and the 
Viceroy, that the interim government will havc the greatest possible freedom in the exercise 
of the day-to-day administration of this country. 

Since this brief offer was made and we acceptcd it, I have had no opportunity 
to meet the Viceroy or discuss the matter with him more fulJy. I hope to do so within the next 
two or three days. It was our wish, however, that I might approach you first and invite your 
co-operation. We are naturally anxious to form a government, which wiU be as repre- 
sentative as possible in order to deal with the urgent problems facing this country. 

In your letter you state that you are unable to accept the position as it appears 
to you. I regret this. Perhaps, on fuller consideration of the position you would be agreeable 
to reconsider your decision. If so, we would welcome it. For this purpose I shall gladly 
see you, if you so desire. 

As regards the general Hindu—Müslim question, we are always prepared to dis¬ 
cuss this and try to tind a way out. Just at present vrc are immediately concern'’d with the for- 
mation of the provisional government and circumstanccs demand that early steps should 
be taken in regard to it. We hope that a coalition provisional government wıil itself help 
in the consideration and solution of our problems. While I am willing to discuss the larger 
question with you, I have no new suggcstions to make. Perhaps you may be able to 
suggest a new approach. 

I am prepared to come to your place at 6 p.m. this evening, or if it is more con- 
venient to you, somc time tomorroıv. I am leaving Bombay on the 17th morning. 

.My letter fo you vvas not sent to the press. I made a brief statement to the press, 
hovvcver, in vicw of repeated questions put to me by nevvspapermen and in order to prevcnt 
misconceptıons, if you so desire, you can release ali this correspondence to the Press. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jaıvaharlal Nehru. 

* 4ı 4^ 

Bombay, 

August 15, 1946. 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 

I am in receipt of your letter of August 15, delivered to me at about 3-30 p.m. 
and I thank you for it. 
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1 have already made my position clear in my letter dated th? 15th of August 
sent to you this morning. But as youhave given certainexplanations, with some of whjch 
I must not be taken to agree, and as you desîre to meet, I shall be glad to see you today 
at 6 p.m. 


I agree with you that in order to prevent misonception in the mind of the public, 
our correspondence should be published and accordingiy I am relcasing it to the press. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


* « • 

October 6, 1946. 

Dc*ar Mr. Jinnah, 

1 have consulted some of my colleagues about the matters discussed by us yes* 
terday and över the possibility of rapprochement betwecn the Müslim League and the 
Congress. We are ali agreed that nothing could bc happier and better for the country 
than that these tvvo organisations should meet again as hefore as friends having no mental 
reservations and bent on resolving ali their differences by mutual consultation and never 
desiring or allowing the intervention of the British Government through the Viceroy or 
uthers or of any other foreign povver. We would, tlıereforc, tvelcomc the decision of the 
League to join the interim government for it to worlc as a United team on behalf of indin 
as a whole. 


The püints put forvvard by you in our conversation yesterday were: 

(1) the formula suggcsted to you by Gandhiji; 

(2) the League not beıng responsible for the members at pcesent represent- 
ing the Sclıeduled Caste.s and the minorities; 

(3) tvhat should be done in case any vacaney should arise among the 
members representing the minorities other than the Seheduled Castes; 

(4) the procedure to be adoptcd över vvhat may be called majör communal 
issues, and 

(5 i alternating Vicc—Presjdeııtship. 

Regarding No. 1, wc feel that ıhc formula is not happily worded. We do not 
question the purpose uderiying it. We are willing, as a result of the eleetions, to acoept 
the Müslim League as the authoritative representative organisation of an over-whelming 
majurity of the Muslıms of India and that as such and in accordance with democratic 
principles they have today the unquestjonablc right to represent the Muslüns of India, 
provided that for identical reasons the League recognıses the Congress as the authori- 
tative organisation representing ali non-Muslinıs and such Muslims as have thrown 
in their lot vvith the Congress. The Congress cannot agree to any restriction or limitations 
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to be put upon ıt in choosing such representatives as they think proper from amongst 
the members of the Congress. We would suggest, therefore, that no formula is necessary 
and each organisation may stand on its merits. 

Regardıng No. 2, I am to say that the question of the League being responsible 
does not arise and. as you do not raise any objections to the present constitution of the 
Government in this respect, there is no question to be solved. 

Regarding No. 3, I am to say that if any such vacancy arises, the tvhole Cabinet 
will consider vvhat should be done, to replace the vacancy and advıse the Viceroy accor- 
dingly. There can be no qucstion of rıght in the matter of consultation with the League 
in regard to the representation of these minorities. 

Regarding No. 4, your suggestion about the Federal Court is not feasible. Matters 
Corning before the Cabinet cannot be made subject-matter of references to court. We 
should thrash out ali such matters amongst uurselves and bring up agreed proposals 
before the Cabinet. In the event of faılure to reach an agreed decision, we should scek 
the method of arbitration of our own choice. We hope, howeveT, that we will act with 
such mutual trust, forbearance and friendliness that there will be no occasion to go to 
such arbitration. 

Regarding No. 5, it is out of the question to have any rotation in the Vice- 
Presidentship. We have no objeetion il you desire to have an additional Vice- Chairman 
for the Co-ordination Committce of the Cabinet, who can also presıde at such committee 
meetings from time to time. 

I am hoping that if your Committee finally decide upon the League joining 
the National Cabinet, they will also decide simultaneously to join the Constıtuent Asstm- 
bly, or recommend to your Councıl to this effect. 

I need hardly mention that when an agreement has been reached by us ıt can 
only be varied by mutual agreement and not otherıvıse. 


Yours sincerely, 
Javvaharlai Nehnı 


October 7, 1946 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 

I am in receipt of your letter of 6th October, 1946 and I thank you for it. 1 
appıeciate and reciprocate your sentiments eapressed in paragraph 1 of your letter. 

With regard to the second paragraph of your letter, point No. 1, the formula, 
it wa5 accepted by Mr. Gandhi and me and the meetıng betvveen us was arranged on that 
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basis in. order to negotiate and settie a rew other points remaîning for the purpose of re- 
constituting the interim govemment. The formula runs as follows; 

‘The Congress does not challenge and accept that the Müslim League now is the 
authontative representative of an overwheiming majority of the Muslims of India. As 
such and accordance wıth democratic princıples they alonc have today an unquestionable 
right to represent the Muslims of India. But the Congress cannot agree that any restriction 
or limitation should he put upon the Congress to choose such representatives as they 
think proper from amongst the members of the Congress as theır representatives.’ 

And now, in your letter under reply. not only you have made changes in it but 
you consider no formula is necessary! I regret I cannot agree to any change in the language 
or othervvise as it was the agreed basis of our discussion on other points; nor can I agree 
with you that no formula is necessary. It was signed by Mr. Gandhi and accepted by me. 

As the whole basis of our talk on other matters was the formula agreed to by 
Mr. Gandhi, I don’t think we can make any further progress unless ıt is accepted by you 
as a basis upon which we can proceed to discuss other points we have already dıscussed 
orally in the course of our conversation and now T am rnclosing herewith a copy of the 
various points put by me before you in writing. 

Even the four points, excluding point No. 1, regarding the formula which I have 
already dealt with above, you don’t agree vvith any one of them. I am stili willing, on the 
basis of the formula being accepted by you, to further discuss the various points vrith a 
view to settie them in the spirit of the sentiments expressed by you in paragraph 1. 1 am 
anxious that we should come to our own settlement vvıthout undue delay. 


• * • 
ENCLOSURE (9 POİNTS) 


Yours sino^rely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


i. The lotal number of the members of the Exccutıve Councıl to be 14. 


2. Six norainees of the Congress wıll inciude one Seheduled Castes represen¬ 
tative, but it must not be taken thai the Müslim League has agreed to, or approves of, the 
seleetion of the Seheduled Castes representative. The ultimateresponsibility in that behalf 
being vvith the Govemor-General and the Viceroy. 

3. That the Congress should not inciude in the remaining hve members of their 
quota a Müslim of their choice. 

4. Safeguard.—That there shoul be a convention that on majör communal 
issues, if the majority of Hindu or Müslim members of the Executive Council are opposed, 
then no decision should be taken. 
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5. Altemative or rotational Vice-President should be appointed in fairness 
to both the majör communities as it was adopted in the U.N.O. Conference. 

6. The Müslim League was not consulted in the selection of the three minority 
representatives, i.e. Sikh, Indian Christian and Parsi, and it should not be taken that the 
Müslim League approves of the selection that has been made. But in future, in the event 
of there being a vacancy owing to death, resignation or othenvise, representatıvcs of these 
minorities should be chosen in consultation with the two majör parties-the Müslim League 
and the Congress. 

7. Portfolios.—^The most important portfolios should be equally distributed bet- 
ween the two majör parties—the Müslim League and the Congress. 


8. That the above arrangement should not be changed or modified unless both 
the majör parties—the Müslim League and the Congress—agree. 


9. The question of the settlement of the longterm plan should stand över until 
a betler and more conducive atmosphere is created and an agreement has been rrachcd 
on the points stated above and after the inlerim govemment has been reformed and flnally 
set up. 


This is what Mr. Gandhi said at a prayer meeting, after signing the formula 
stated in the above letter; 

(Mr. Gandhi went on to say how he felt impelled to teli them of the error cora- 
mitted by him three days ago. He was thoroughly ashamcd of it. For him, at this time of 
life, it was unpardonable. No harm had been done to anyone because of il. İt was not 
possible for him to remember ever having done anything to hurt anyone. 


His error consisted in being overhasty. He read a littie thing hurriedly, though 
there was no occasion for hurry, and fancied it was quite right whcreas it was not quite 
that. No public servant had the right to act in this way. He seemed, for the moment, to 
have lost conlîdence in himself and the belief that he wouId live for 125 years. 


Mr. Gandhi said they who listencd to him werehis world for the time. He wa$ 
telUng them of his mistake in order that they may İram a lesson from it and ncvcr be 
hasty or carckss in their actions. While his mind had been relievcd of a burdun through 
confcssion, Mr. Gandhi said it would take a long time for him to regain the lost confi- 
dence as far as livmg 125 years was concemtd.) 

• • • 
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October 8, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I receıved your letter of the 7th October as I was going to Baroda House to meet 
you there last eveing. I hutrjedly glanced through İt and was perturbed by it as it seemed 
to me to be at variance with the spirit of our talk the previous day. Subsequently we dis- 
cussed various points and unfortuııatcly could not convince cach other. 

On my return I read through your letter more carefully and consuited some of 
my colIcagueı.They were also disfurbed not only by the letter butalso by the list of points 
attached to it. This list had not been seen or considered by us previousiy. It had littie re- 
levance after our talk, 

We have again givcn earnest consideration to the whole matter and we fcel that 
we cannol state our position more clearly than I did in my letter to you of October 6, ex- 
cept for some variations whıch I shall indicatc below. I shall, therefore, rcfer you to that letter 
of mine which represents our general and specific view point. 

As I have told you, my colleagues and I did not accept the formula agreed to 
by Gandhijı and you. 


The meeting between you and rae was not arranged, so far as I was aware, on 
the agreed basis of that formula. We knew of it and were prepared to agree to the subs- 
tanoc of that formula as stated to you in my letter of October 6. That formula contained 
a further paragraph whıch you have not quoted in your letter: 

Tt is underslood that ali the Ministers of the interim govemment will work as 
a team for the good of the whole of İndia and wıll ncver invoke the intervention of the 
Governor-Oencral in any case.’ 

Whıle wc stili ihmk that the formula is not happily worded, we are prepared, 
for the sake of the settlement we so eamestly desire, to accept the whole of ıt, inciuding 
the paragraph left out in your letter. 

In that case you will agree, I hope, that vve should make our further position 
quite clear. It is clearly understotjd of course that the Congress has the right to appoint a 
Müslim out of its quota. Further, as I have stated m my previous letter, the Congress posi¬ 
tion in regard to the Nationalist Muslims and the smaller minorities should not be challen- 
ged by you. 

In regard to points numbered 2, 3 and 4 in my letter of Octoer 6, I have stated 
our position and have nothig further to add. We have göne as far as we could to meet 
you and vve are unable to go further. I trust that you will appreciate the position. 
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Regarding No. 5 (the question of the Vice-President), you made a suggestion 
yesterday that the Vice-President and the Leader of the House (the Central Assembly) 
should not be the same person. In present circumstances this means that the Leader of 
the House should be a Müslim League member of the Cabinet. We shall agree to this. 

I am vvriting this letter to you after fuU and careful consideration of ali the issues 
involved and after Consulting such of my colleagues as are here. It is in no spirit of carrying 
on an argument that I have \vrittenbut rather to idicate to you our earnest desire to come 
to an agreement. We have discussed these matters sufficiently and the time has come for 
us to decide hnally. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, 

* * • 

October 12, 1946, 

Dear Pandjt Jawaharlal, 

I received your letter dated 8th October, 1946, yesterday in rcply to my letter 
of October 7, 1946. 

I regret that you and your colleagues do not accepl the formula agreed to by 
Mr. Gandhi and me. 

Mr. Gandhi and I had also agreed that on that basis you and I should meet in 
order to negotiate and settie a fetv other points that remained for the puıpose of reconsti- 
tuting the interim govemment. Accordingiy arragements were made for our meeting on 
the 5th October. 

I am surprised to gather from your letter, when you say that tl>e meeting tvas 
not arranged, so far as you were aware, on the agreed basis of that formula, The only for¬ 
mula agreed upon between Mr. Gandhi and me was that which was mentioned in my letter 
of October 7, 1946, I had not mentioned in my letter, what is referred to byyou as para- 
graph 2 as that was one of the points among others to be further examined and discussed 
by you and me. This arrangement was actually put on record. 

At our firsi meeting on the 5th of October, we discussed ali the points and you 
informed me that you will Ict mc knovv the time that will süit you to meet me the next 
day, but, instead of that, I received your letter of 6th October, 1946. In this letter you your- 
self referred to the formula as one mentioned in my letter of 7th October, and expressed 
your view that the formula was not happily tvorded and suggested a modifîcation by 
inserting a proviso as follows: 

'Provided that for idcntical reasons the League recognises the Congress as the 

authontative organisation representing ali non-Muslims and such Muslims as 

have throsvn in their lot with the Congress.' 

or else, if that was not agreed to you suggested no formula was necessary. There is no 
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referetıce in your letter to what you descnbc as paragraph 2 as part of the agreed formula ” 
and you yourself dealt with that point quite separately in the opening paragraph of your 
letter which runs as fullows: 

*We are ali agreed that nothing would be happier and betterfor the country than 
that these two organisatons should meet again as before as friends having no 
mcntal reservations by mutual consultation and never desiring or allowing the 
intervention of the British Government through the Viceroy or others or of any 
other foreign power.' 

That, in substance, was the idea of the paragraph 2, mentioned by you, which 
among other matters was to be examined and discussed. I aJso referred to this matter in 
my reply stating that I appreciated and recıprocated the sentiments expressed in paragraph 
1 of your letter of 6th October, 1946. 

I fail to understand why you and your colleagues should have been disturbed 
not only by my letter of the 7th October, but also by the list of points attaohed to it. There 
was nothing new in that list of points which we had not discussed the first day, as it is clear 
from your letter of October 6, wherein you yourself have dealt with everyone of the points 
metnioncd in the list that I sent to you. Let me take one by one the points in the list sent to 
you in writing. 

(1) Total number of 14; 

That was not in dispute. 

(2) The Seheduled Castes’ representative; 

That the League must not be taken to have agreed or approved of the selection, 

vvhich ıs referred to in paragraph 2 of your letter. 

(3) Nomination of Muslims in Congress quota; 

The matter was disussed. 

(4) Safeguard: 

That was discussed as is clear from point 4 m your letter. 

(5) Altemative or rotational Vice-President: 

We discussed and is referred as point No. 5 in your letter. 

(6) Y;u:ancıes occurring in the seats allotted to minority representatives: 

This matter was di.scussed and is referred to by you m your letter point No. 3. 

(7) Portfohos: 

The matter n-as dıseusseu. 

(8) No change ın the arrangements agreed to without the consent of both the 

majör parties: 

This was discussed and is referred to ın the last paragraph of your letter. 

(9) The long-term que5tion: 

This was discussed and is mentioned m your letter last but one paragraph. 

Ali these points were discussed as is clear from what I have pointed out above 
and the list was sent to you mrrely as a matter of convenience and precıseness. 
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You State in your letter under reply that your position is the same with regard 
to the various matters that were discussed between us as is mcntioned in your letter of the 
6th of October, except for some variations which you have indicated in your letter. 

Following are the variations and my reaction to them; 

(1) That you vvould accept the formula provided paragraph 2 is ınciuded in the 
fonnula and is made a part of it. 

This constitutes a fundamental departure from the oıigınal fonnula upon the 
hasis of vvhich I had agreed to have dıscussions with you. I cannot agree to this variation. 

(2) Provided that the Müslim League does not challenge that the Congress re- 
presents the minorities and the Nationalist Muslims as indicated in terms of 
your previous letter of the 6th October and referred to in your letter under 
reply. 

This again is a serious departure from the agreed fonnula. Besides this is a matter 
for the minorities concerned. 

I note vvhat you say with regard to points 2, 3 and 4 of your letter of October 6, 
i.e. Seheduled Castes’ representative and other minorities; the position about the vacancıes 
occurring in future iu the seats allotted to the minorities and the procedure to be adopted 
with regard to majör communal issues. Even, with regard to these points there is no agree- 
ment betwecn us. 

With regard to puini No. 5, Vice-Presidentship, I note what you say. 

Since you have stated your position after full and careful consideratıon of ali the 
issues involved and after consultation with your colleagues,! presume that it follovvs that this 
is your final stand. I deeply regret that we have failed to come to an honourable agrecment 
of our own satısfactory to both the parties. 


Yours sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah, 


• • 




October 13, 1946. 

Doar Mr. Jinnah 

I thank you for your letter of the 12th October. In this letter there are a number 
of mis-statements. What you have said does not fit in with my recolleetion of our conver- 
sations or wlut has taken place during the past few days. I need not, however, go into 
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this matter now as I have been informed by the Viceroy that tbe Müslim League have agreed 
to nominale five persons on their behalf as members of the inlerim govemment. 

Yoüfs sincerely. 


Jawaharlal Nehru 

« • * 

October 14, 1946. 

Dear Jawaharlal, 


I am in receipt of your letter of October 13, 1946, and I thank you for it. 

There is considerable speculation indulged in by the prcss and varyıng accounts 
are given of our negotiations and the tcrmınatıon of our discııssıons. I, therefore, 
propose to release ali the correspondence passed between you and me, beginning with 
your letter of the 6th October and ending with you letter of the 13th. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


NEHHU, PANDIT MOTILAL 


2nd November, 1928. 

Dear Motilal Nehru, 

1 hnd that T cannot accept the honour of serving on your committee as a co-opted 
member, having regard to the resoJution of the Alhlndia Müslim League passed at the 
CJalcutta Sessions in December 1927. and further having regard to the resolution of the 
council of the All-India Müslim League passed at Delhi m February, 1928, appointing 
a committee to confer with the representarives of ali other parties which eapressly mstrueted 
the Committee tu press the proposals formulated by the resolution of the All-India Müslim 
League for the acceptance of ali other parties and report the result to the councıl before 
proceeding with the framing of the constitution. As the President of the League and the 
Chairroan of the Committee, it would not do for me to anticipate their decisions with 
regard to the Nehru report amended by the Lucknotv Conference, 

In my opınion, the proposals formulated by you relating to the Hindu-Muslim 
settlement may be treated as counter-proposals to those known as the Delhi Müslimpro-, 
posals vvhich vverc substantially and practically endorsed by the Congress at Madras and 
the League at Calcutta in December, 1927. I may also inforıu you that I understand that the 
council of the AU-India Müslim League is gomg to meet at Lucknovv on November 11 
and 12, where the whole question will be considered by them. 
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WiU you, however, permit me to exp«ss my warm appreciation of your efforts and 
of ali those prominent men who met at Lucknow to come into line with the Delhi Müslim 
proposals, although there stili remain some points of material diflernce, in particular with 
regard to the reservation of scats for the Muslims in the Punjab and Bengal and the repre- 
sentatives of the Muslims in the Central Legislature. Yet, I am hopeful that given goodwill, 
a solution is within reach and I trust your Committee will reconsider the position in the 
light of what has happened since the announcement of the Nehru report as passed by the 
Lucknow Conference and help me in that dırection 

In conciusion, I wouId further request you to consider the advisabılity of post- 
poning the proposed convention tili after the sessions of the Congress and the Müslim 
League which will take place in December next. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 




NAZIMUDDIN, KHAWAJA 


8, Theatre Road, 
Calcutta, 

31st March, 1945. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah 

I hope by the grnce of God you are kecping better and having coraplete rest. 

I have not disturbcd you during the crisis as there was no issue involved. The papers musl 
have given you some idea of what has happend here. The corrupt element amongst 
M.L.As. were ali bought över in a couple of nights and locked up in a house and taken to 
the Asscmbly to register their votes. They were paid very large sums of money provided 
mainly by the Marwaris and Hindu Mahasabha. Our aetion against the hoarders and 
profiteers of cloth brought them out in the öpen and they thought that if by spending money 
they could have their nominees in the Cabinet they will have an easy time. An investment 
of a few lakhs was nothmg to bom speculators where the propsect of retum was ten-fold. 
Inspite of thıs we had a very sınall majority but the Speaker’s ruling,which is unpreccdcnted 
and against ali principles of ConstHutional lavır.has forced Scetion 93, and it looks as if for 
the present the Govemor intends to administer the Province under seetion 93. 

r donot like to put down anything in this letter about the likelihood of possible 
combination with the Hindu groups, but if any development takes place I will keep you 
informed. 
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I may ınention that we have not resigned, we are functus officio and we maintain that 
we should be put back in the position we were when the technical difficulties are över or 
I should be commissioned to form another mınistry. 

We are ali praying to God for your speedy and complete recovery. Wılh best 

wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Nazimuddin. 

P.S. I am sending copies of this letter to Nawab Md. İsmail Khan and Navvabzada 
Liaquat Ali Khan. 

P.S. I am glad to learn from Miss Jinnah’s letter that you are betler. Please give 
her my Salaam. 


« • 


* 


New Delhi. 

8th April, 1945. 

Dear Sir Nazimuddin, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 31sı of Marth. I am glad to say thar 1 am 
much better now, but I have had more than one breakdown durıng the course of the Last year 
and this onc was a very serious one. There is nothmg wrong with me and it is only duc tj 
the fact that 1 am overworked by the enormous prcssure of work. I have been strictly ordered 
by the doctors and I nıyself feel that they are right that I should take complete rest for the 
next couples of months at least and lake no more risks. Accordingiy I am going to follow 
iheir advice and for the moment I am out of the activc role as one of the soldıers of the 
Aîl-Tndia Müslim League and the Müslim Nation. 

I have noted ali that you have »aid regarding the recent developmcnt that Bengal 
has seen. Of course the Central Parliamentary Board and the Committee of Action and 
Navvabzada Lıaquat Ali Khn are there and ıf necessary and ıf the matter is such that it 
requires my advice you can always get in touch with me. 1 am leaving Delhi on the llth 
for Bombay and from there f hope to go to a small hdl place called Matheran and hope 
to stay there tıll aboııt the middle of Junc. 

Hope yuu are quite well. VVishmg you the best of luck. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* • • 
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8, Theatre Road, 
Calcutta, 
14thApriI, 1945. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah 


I am very glad to learn that, by ihc grace of God, you are much berter now. It 
is absoluıdy essenlial that you must have complete res^ untıl you are fully recovere . Your 
life is too precıous for us and we always pray lo God to preserve you. 

In my last letter 1 told you that I »ili let you know any development that is likely 
to takc place. The stage has novv reached when I wıil have to approach the Central Parlia- 
menlary Board and the Commılce of Action for their advicc, but as onc aspect of the qucs- 
lıon may have some rcpercussion on the Ali İndıa polıcy of the Müslim League, I feel that 
you ought to bc ınformed so that ıf you thınk it necessary you may advise us. It is only 
on lattcr consıdcratıon that 1 am troubhng you as yon suggesled that I should get in 
louch wıth you ıf the matfer reqııired your advice. 

The prcscnt posıtıon in Bengal is as follovvs:— 

His E*ccllency the Governor is, I think, anxious to kcep Section 93 until the 
next general clection. 1 have a very good case for asking H.E. to cıther restore me where 
1 was bcforc Secnon 93 was enforced or to commission me to form another ministry. I 
an cnclosıng a cuttıng from the Statesman in support of my previous contention. His Ex- 
cellcncy has himself, to a ccrtain cxtcnt, recogniscd this position by not asking us to resign 
befure tlıo promulgation of Section 93. I have at present a majority of 8, which means 
ihat throııghout the passing of the Budget çent per çent attendance will be necessary and 
this ıs almost ımpossıble. On the present alignment of parties svhichever side is asked to 
f'^rm d mmistry tlıey will have to rely for their majonty on the unreliable and comıpt 
e'cment cunsıstıng of 20 M L.A.s, One of the ways in which 1 can form a stable ministry 
1,-. by gettıng onc of the Hindu group in the Assembly to join with us. If we try to get ali the 
'hree Hindu groups, in my opınion, it will be impracticable, as it wıll be very difficult to 
reconcıle the dılfcrcııces cf the thrcc groups amogst themselves and then with the Müslim 
l.eague Party and the Scheduled Castes: but, coalition with one Hindu Group is pos.sbıle 
and, from the slaijılity point of vıevv, ideal. I leave out Dr. Shyama Prasad’s Mahasabha 
Group as their members are only 13 and they are really neither disciplined nor bound to- 
gelher by any allegiarcc to the Party—they consist of Rajas and Maharajas and vested 
capiı-ılist iı.tercst and most of them are candidates for ministership and, if disappoinled, 
likely to go över to the Opposuıon. The Bose Group will find it difficult to come by them- 
sclvcs as they are afraıd of propaganda agaınt them both by the Official Congress and 
Hınuv Mahijsablıa This Icaves the Official Congress Group who can come by themselves 
and vvho arr. ako, it appears, inclined to accept office if they get permıssion from their High 
Commanc!. I have so lar not approached the Leader of the Official Congress Parliamcntary 
Party, bul some negotiatious are bcing carricd on through intermediaries. I realize that 
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bcfore I conunit myself I will have to obtaın the consent of the Central Parliaraentary Board 
and perhaps the Committee of Action.I am forwarding copies of this letter to Navvabzada 
Liaquat Ali Khan, Nawab İsmail Khan and Choudhry Khaliquz 2 :aman, and as soon as 
I find that the Congress is willing to come in or is prepafed to discuss its terms.Then I will 
refer to the Central Parliamentary Board for advice. The position is that as far as stable 
Government is concemed, the only solution is coalition with the Official Congress, but if this 
is not possible and my hands are forced, I will have to try and get back the corrupt elements. 
This has to be done with the utmost reluctance and is most repugnant to me. I feel that 
the real issue is not the Ministry for the time being but preparation and success at the next 
general elretion. From the Müslim League point of view I feel that, at ali cost, we must 
secure, by the grace of God, 99 % of Müslim seats in the legislature, and ali our efforts from 
now onward sbould be directed towards that. If at the time of general election there is Sec- 
tion 93 in the province, we have fair chance, Insha-AUah.of wınning 99 % of the seats: 
if we are in ofhce at the time of general election, it will almost be, Insha-Allah, a certaınly; 
if, God forbid, Mr. Fazul Huq and his party are in ölüce then there is every danger of our 
losing a number of seats at the time of general election. Therefore our future action as 
regards Ministry will have to be decided taking into consideration as the what is likely 
to happen at the general election. 

I think this is a fair summafy of the preseni posjtion. 1 see no iight. 1 am between 
two altematives; tıy to run the Ministry wıth the hclp of the corrupt element or get a Hindu 
Group to coalesce. The former is undesircable and the latter is not easily possible. 

I hope to be excused for this long letter. We are praying for your cmplete recovery. 
W'th best wishes, 


• * « 


Yours sincerely, 
Nazımuddin. 


"Readymoney Lodge” 

Rugby 

Matheran. 

15th April, 1945. 


Dear Sjr Nazımuddin, 

I am in receipt of your letter of 14th April and I thank you for it. I am glad to 
inform you that I am very much bettcr and hope to be quite ali right very soon. Ali I need 
is complete rest as far as possible for a littie whUe. 

I have noted ali the information of the situation in Bengal which you have given, 
and having read this summary of the situation presentcd by you. I would not, under any 
circumstance, have anything to do with the corrupt element, and as regards coalition with 
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U , n hnnn..rahic tcmıs. I would rather be m opposition wıth 
the Hindu group, yes, but on hon Hptermined and pursue a strong course, 

you from tınıe to tjme, and I lıave already rcpııe y 

Ihe 8th Apnl, 1945, and I hope you havc received that letter. 


Hoping you arc well. Wjlh vcrv kınd regards. 


Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah. 


NICHOLS, BEVERLY 

(Mr. Bcvcrly Nıclıols, in his artkle—“ Pakistan has come on the Map —and on 
the Map ıt will romain” vvnlcs: “A few hours beforc Mr. Jınnah’s death on Saturday I 
had roccivcd a kttcr datcd Scptember 3. Hut the signature was so shaky as to be almost 
illcgiblc. İt uns vcry dıirrent from the firm legal stript with whıch, in 1944, he annotated 
the manuscıipt ınto which. at my rcquest. had fully eiaboratcd for the first time the moral 
and matcria! foundations of Pakistan.’’—Dawn 2lst September 1948). 

3rd September, 1948. 


Dcar Mr. Nıchols, 


You wı(I bc glad to know tlıal there ıs nothıng serıously the ınatter with me. 

Yours sincerely, 


M. A. Jinnah. 

* « * 


nizam of deccan 


Private and ConÜdendal. 

Hyderabad Deccan, 
17th September, 1941. 


My deaı Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah, 

Just a üne tcı say that, thank God, Bahadur Yar Jung’s case was satisfactorily 
settied by me, I mcan the wTitten apology which the Presıdent of the “ittehadul MusJimcen” 



was to submıt to me (prepared by you when you were here) vvas accepted by me and my 
Government, while the result of that was that I forgave Bahadur Yar Jang and wamed 
him to be careful in future not to make any more silly mistakes again, as you know he is 
not a real politician like the President of the “Müslim League” who takes everything into 
consideration before be takes any step, no matter in vvhat alfair or busmess and thus he 
is gaining reputation ali över Jndia. 

Hovvever I appreciate your valuable help in th>s matter which brought cvery- 
thing to a satisfactory close and also to say how pleased T was to see you and to discuss 
various matters with you recently in Hyderabad which were the burning topics of the day. 

Hepe you are well. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Nizam) M.O.A.K 




* * 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

28th February, 1942. 


Yo'jr Exalted Highness, 

1 am in reccipt of your Ictter of the 17lh of February and I thank your for it. 

Of course I do not knaw vvhat is the exact proposal. Unless I know the full details 
of vvhat the British Government are coııtemplating or vvhat you expect from them, it is 
difficult for me to usefully and effeclıvely move in the matter. 

I am very grateful to you for expres5İng your good opinıon about me and for your 
kind pcrsonal references to me. Let me assure you that if I am consulted or if I can do 
anything to help Your Exalted Highness, l shall certainly do my best. 

Hoping you arc vvell vvith best vvishes and kindest regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jınnah. 


* * 


* 
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28th May. 1942. 

Yout Exaltcd Highncss, 

Many thanks for your kind thought in sending me a box of mangoes from your 

garden. 


Of coursc 1 nccd not ■say how much 1 appreciatc your kind regards for me. 

Yours sinccfely. 


* * * 


M A. Jinnah. 


Telegram dated Jnne 1, 1942 frofli H.E.H. The Nizam to Mr. M.A. Jinnah, Bombay. 


Reccıvcd your letter of 28th May since it js a long time we have not met so I 
should like to fınd oııt vvhcthcr ıt ıs possible for you to come here and be my 
honourcd guest for threc or four days in either nex.t August or September, as case 
may bî I shall be glad ıf this 's so.—Nizam 

• * * 

Bombay 
2nd June 1942. 


Your Exaltcd ITıghııess, 

Many thanks for your telegram invıtmg me to go to Hydciabad for a few days 
in either ncxt August or September. 

Of course î wouId like to meet you as i have not had the honour of seeing you 
no\v t OT ;î îonp iimı- and I M'iII Iry my very best to avail myself of the pleasure of your very 
kind invıtatıon ıl 1 can get aısay from my self-ımposed task and duty. 

Tne Musiim League organizatıon is grovving very fast and it requires ali the time 
and energy and aitentıon that ıs physically and mentally possible. 

Hcıvever t dıall rettainly consıder it an honour to stay for a few days in your 
Capital as your gııest 

Tlıauking you. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Telegram dated March 30, 1943 from 1LE.H. The Nizun to Mr. M. A Jinnah. 

New Delhi 


FOR OBVIOUS REASONSIHAVE ASKED BAHADUR YAR JUNG NOT TO MAKE 
SPEECHES in and OUT OF MY DOMINIONS FOR ONE YEAR ON THE OTHER 
HAND WHILE HE ACCEPTING MY ADVICE REPRESENTS TO ME THAT EVERY 
YEAR HE UNDER YOUR WISHES MAKES ONE SPEECH IN THE PENDAL 
OF MÜSLİM LEAGUE AND ALSO SİNCE HE IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE STATES 
MÜSLİM LEAGUE SO HE CONSIDERS HİS DUTY TO MAKE ONE SPEECH 
MORE UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW YOUR 
PERSONAL VIEWS AS FRIEND WHETHER I AM TO GIVE HIM OR NOT TO 
GrVE HIM THE REQUIRED PERMISSION I TRUST YOU WILL LET ME KNOW 
YOUR VIEWS WHAT IS TO BE DONE IN THE MATTER BEFORE I PASS MY 

final decision—nizam. 


« 


* 


Telegpam dated Marcfa 30, 1943 from Mr. M.A. Jlnaah to H.E.H. The Nizam 

MANY THANKS YOUR TELEGRAM POSTING MY VIEWS REGISTERED LET- 
TER IMMEDIATELY AAA HOPINO YOU ARE IN BEST OF HEALTH WITH VERY 
KIND REGARDS—JİNNAH. 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

31st March 1943. 


Your Exalted Highncss, 

I am in receipt ot' your telegram dated the 30th March. I have already replied 
by \vire as follows and I thank you for it: — 

MANY THANKS YOUR TELEGRAM POSTING MY VIEWS REGIS- 

TERED LETTER IMMEDIATELY AAA HOPİNG YOU ARE IN BEST OF 

HEALTH WITH VERY KIND REGARDS—JİNNAH 

I do not know the reasons and circumstanccs whjch led your Ezalted Highncss 
to prohibit Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung from maJting specches inside your dominion or 
outside for one year. 1 note that while Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung has accepted your advioe. 
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but desires pcrmission to be allovved to address forthconiing Müslim League Annual Ses- 
sions at Delhi if he is permitted to do so by the President for you know that he is not a 
member of the All-India Müslim League. Secondly he considers his dutyas he is the Pre¬ 
sident of the States Müslim League to be present at the forthcoming meeting of that body 
and guide its delıberations. I see no objection if your Exalted Highness give him pennis- 
sıon to do so. I have placed my view before you and consider it a privilege that you have 
desired the expression of my opinion “as friend”. You know that my Services are always 
at your dısposal for the good and vvelfarc of the Ruler, and of yourpeople. 


Yours sincerely. 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Telegram dated November 17ı 1945 fi'omH.E.H. The Nizam to Mr. M.Aı Jlıınalı« Bombay 

Your wire. Glad, you are able to pay short visit to Hyderabad in December next 
Please inform me exact date of your arrival here one week in advance. Suggest some- 
time in Thirdor Fourthweek if possible alter Moharrum important part is över—^NIZAM. 


« « * 

8th December, 1945. 

Your Exalted Highness, 

I have rcccived v'mr telegram, vvhich scems to have been follovving me on my 
lour. M:ın> thanks for ıt. I will sce whether I can possıbly managc to come to Hyderabad 
some time in the thırd or fourth week of thıs month. 

Hoping you are \vell and wıth very kınd regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Telegram dated December 10,1945 from The Nizam to Mr. M,A. Jinnah, Bombay 

Rcfeıved your leıier of eighth December, please inform exact date of your arrival 
here and also dur.ıtion of atay at least one week in advance in case you are able to come. 
—Nı. anı. 
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Bombay. 

lOth December, 1945. 


Your Exalted Highness, 

Many thanks for your telegram datcd December lOth. I have tried my very best 
to have the hooour of accepting your kiad invıtation, but having regard to the electioneering 
campaign ali över İndia, I am afraid it will not be possible for me now to get to Hyderabad 
about the end of December, as I have to g to the Punjab and thereafter to Bengal and some 
other places in Northern india. I am extremely sorry that I am deprived of the pleasure 
of meeting you in response to your very kind invitation which has been standing now for 
so many months, but you know that at present it is very difiîcultfor me to give up myim- 
mediate work, which is of vital importance to Müslim india. H'owever, if there is any- 
thing urgent and you want me, I will make it a point to go tu Hyderabad. I shall be free 
after these elections, about the middle of March, and then I shall be very glad to accept 
the honour of your kind invitation, and will try to go to Hyderabad. 

Hoping you are well and with very kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


• * * 

31 st March 1946, 

Your £xalted Highness, 

You don’t know how deeply disappointed I am in not being ablc lo go to Hyder¬ 
abad in response to your very kind invitation and 1 had to put off my visit to Hyderabad 
as your guest since July last, but you kuow, that I have bcen facing unexpected develop- 
ments which is the real cuase of my inability to acccpt the honour you have done me hy 
extcnding your invitation. 

I am really anxious to have pleasure uf meeting you as soon as possible, but 
you know that Bntish Cabinct Mission is here now and I am very glad you understand 
hüw d’fficult it is for me to get away. I am really relieved vvhen you say in your wire that 
I may put off my visit to Hyderabad to Tuly or August as there ıs no particular hurry for 
me to go there. In the end 1 assure you that I will be glad to go to Hyderabad as soon as 
it is possible for me to do so and will give you due intimation of the time of my arrival there, 

Hoping you well and wıth very best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 




* 
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MANKI SHARIF, THE PIR OF 


In Novcmber 1945, Qııaid-i-Azaın wrote the folJovving letter to Pir Sahib of 
Manki Sharif:— 

“it is needless to emphasisc that the Constituent Asscmbly which would be 
predomınantly Müslim in its composition, would be able to enact laws for Mus- 
IJms, not inconsistent with the Shariat laws and Muslims will no longer be obliged 
lo abide by the Un-Islamic laws.” 




30th October, 1946. 


My dear Pir Salııb, 

r was very pJcased to read in the nevvspapcrs that you have now been wholc- 
hcartcdly vvorking for the Müslim Leaguc. We want our best and most prominent men to 
come forward and work selflessty, as, I am sure, you have already realized that there is 
a very great strııgglc 'n fronf of us to achiove our goal of Pakistan. 

It is ıioM' ııp to every Müslim, to vvhatever class he may belong, to work and 
organize our pcople and sland unıted under the banner of the AlMndia Müslim League. 


Hopeing you are well and with very kınd regards. 


• ♦ 




Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jiunah. 


QA\YUM KHaN, ABDUL 


Lucknow, 
August 16,1945 


Respected Quaid-e-Azanı, 

1 am here on a professional visit. 1 expect to be here tdl 25-8-1945, when I shall 
leave for Peshatvar, and hope to be there on 27-8-1945.1 beg to communicate to yon what 
I considr-r to he the most momentous dccısion of my life. This is the result of anxious heart- 
searehing and hard thınkıng for days on end. 
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I have decided to jojjı the Müslim League. I believe that the stand taken by you 
is absolutely correct and that any Müslim who opposes you is betraying the cause of İslam 
in India. 


I am ııow awaiting your order and will do as I am told. 


* • 


* 


Yours sincerely, 
Abdul Qayyum. 


Telegram from Mr. M. A. Jiımah, dated Bombay, August 20, 1945. 

Your letter of August 16. Many thanks. I am glad to note your decision to join 
the League. I appreciate your views frankly expressed in your letter. No room or place 
for any honest Müslim in the Congress or support to it, at any rate, after the Simla Con- 
ference. I hope uthers will follow your example and join our national organisation, the Ali- 
India Müslim League, especially at this critical juncture and serve selflessly the naional 
cause of Müslim India and that İslam stands for.—Jinnah. 


• * 


* 


27th August, 1945. 


Dcar Mr Abdul, Qayyum, 

In contınuation of my telegram daed August 20th, in reply to your letter of the 
16th, I want to inform you that I am leavıııg tomorrow for Karachi, on my way to Quetta, 
where 1 hope to have some resi I was really exhausted after the Sunla Conference and 
on my arnval here, I was far from well. Of course, I vvould like to mcet you as soon as possi- 
ble. I am glad to know from the Press reports that you are going to plung into the struggle 
that we are carrying on and that you will concentrate on the Frontier Province and make our 
people umlerstand that they are being deccived by our opponents and they should rally 
Fotıud the banner of the AU-India Müslim League. 

I hope to retum to Bombay in October and shall be in Delhi by the end of October, 
according to my present programme. Please keep me in louch wıth you. 

Wıshing you ali success. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. litmah. 
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Peshawar, 
August 29, 1945. 


Respected Quaid-e-Azaın. 

Thanks for your telegram of encouragcment and appreciation. On my way back 
I addressed a big gathering in Lahore and hcld a press conference. AH along the route to 
Peshawar I eaplained the League stand to those who had come to meet me. I addressed 
a meeting at Noshera and a big gathering in Peshawar. 

I am not sure vvhether you are in Bombay. Soon after the Id l propose to go round 
the villages to address the Pathans in Pushto in the heart of A. G. K’s. Red Shirts. 

It is stated that the League Committees, Provincial, District and in the villages, 
be at önce reconstituted. Moreover we lack funds tvhich is an absolute necessity. Purses 
presented to me in Lahore and Gujrat vvere retumed and we declared to use the same for 
the local (i.e. Punjab) League eleetion fund. 

1 am prepared to serve the great cause in accordance with your direetions, The 
prospects for the League in N.VV.F.. are daily becoming brightcr. 

May Allah give you long life to guide us in this hour of trial. Ameen. 

Your.s sincerely, 
Abdul Qayum. 


• • 


* 


Mamdot Vıllaj 
Davis Road. 
Lahore. 

14th January, 1946. 


liea' Sır.c, 

In conseq'jence of the appeal that was made to me to help the eleetion expenses 
o the Nortiı-VVesi Frontıer Müslim League, l requested you both to come to see me at 
I.alıore and you uere good enough to do so today, After full discussion with you, 1 re- 
cognıst'd the emergenev of givıng you hnancial help ırom the Central League Funds and 
itccordıngly, I havc handcd över to you a theque for Rs. 50,000/- (Rupees iifty thousand) 
mado out in ıhc joınt name of Qdzi Mohammad İsa Khan and Mian Ziauddin, to be credi- 
led to their joint account wıth the Imperial Bank of İndia. Peshatvar and can be operated 
upon by thenı for the legitimate expenses that may be incurred for the Müslim League 
eleetion puı^ıoses m your Provmet, Please let me havc the official receipt for the amount 
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signed by both as Mr. Isa is the Organizer, while Min Ziauddin, as I uıiderstand, is the 
Convener of the Ad-hoc Committee of Action appointed by the Committee of Action 
of the All-India Müslim League and the Central Parliamentary Board. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

(Ed. note : This letter was addressed to both Khan Abdul Qayum Khan, and 
Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar. 


* ■ * 

RAGHIB AHSAN 


Copy to Qaaid-e-Azam : Calcutta. 

]3thAugust, 1944 

My dear Sir NazimuJdin, 

1. The question of the outline of East Pakistan has been engaging my mind 
from the bcginning. It was with thıs very idea that I sevcral time visited Ranchi, met Mr. 
Jaipal Singh ‘Munda' M. A. (Oxon), the President of the Adibasi Mahasava and ıhc Cham¬ 
pion of Adibasistan and leader of National War Front in Chota Nagpore. After this evening 
dıscussion of the problem of Pakistan in the Workmg Committee it has become difficult 
for me to sleep peacefıüly. It is clear that some members are taking a very narrow and 
parochial view which will be fatal. 

I am enclosıng a note on the subject which I have sent to Mr. Jinnah. Kindly 
go through thcm and oblige me. 

Rednoe Muslini majoıity bot bave Burdıvan & Singbhmn. 

2. İt is a matter of greatest joy for me that materially we agree on this subject. 
I would be ready to rcduce Mıısliuı majority to the barest minimum say 52 P.C. and grant 
caste Hindus the most gcnerous terms and liberal concessions but we must insisi on having 
Burdwan Dıvision and at least Singbhum (containing Jamshedpore and İron Mines) and 
MayorbhanJ State vvhich is polıtically a Beagal State and ın the Census and Government 
reports is inciuded in the orbit of Bengal plus Balasore and parts of East Purenea bordering 
on Dınajpore. Mayorbhaııj supplıes İron are to Tatanagary. 

Confedencj of PakUoıı and AdibıslstaB. 

3. The Chota Nagpofe and Santal Parganas, Surguja and other adjoining ter- 
TitorieB are really speaking the Homeland of Adibasis the aboriginal Tribals who are 
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demanding separation froın Hindu Bihar. Chota Ngpore or Adibasibtan {which cannot 
stand alone at present) and Bengsman (East Pakistan) should form a Confederacy they 
should have their separatc legislatures and Governments but should jointly manage (1) 
Bengal Nagpore Railways; Communications: (2) Customs; (3) Defence; (4) Foreign Policy; 
(5) Currency; (6) Post and Telegraph; (7) Common Port of Calcutta and such matters. 
The two will form a joint development board and agree to work for industrialization 
on lines of democratic socialism for thc uplift of the poor massess of Adıbasis, Muslims, 
Scheduled Castes and Hindus. Only State Socialism can checkmate dangers of the Capitalism 
of Birla Tata plan. 

The Bengal league has adopted the abolition of landlordism as the fîrst 
item of ıts programme, Let ıt now adopt the policy of Socializalion of Heavy 
Industries. Public utılity service and Defence Industries as its next step. Ths will win 
över the Adıbasis whose leaders have joined the Radical Democratic Party of M. N. Roy. 

The Adıbasis. the Muslims and the Scheduled Castes and even general mass 
of the Caste Hindus wıll equally tvelcome Socialism and combinc to make it a success. 
This yvillon the one handbreak the backbone of aggressive communalısm and on the otherfree 
Muslims to spread İslam and Islamic culture by way of Peaceful penetration. İt wiU lift and 
remove fear complex. 


Like Peace of Hndaibya 

İn fact Treaty for such a Confederacy of Adibasistan and Pakistan will be a blessing 
like the peace ot Hudaibya by tvlıich Mecca recognized the independence and integrity ol 
Medina although under vcry dısadvantageous and bad terms for the Muslims of Medina, 
'O much so that Hazrat Ömer was not ready to surrender to it. But the Prophet acoepted 
it for it granted the Muslims recognition as an independent power and gave opportunity to 
make peaceful penetration by Education and Tabligh into Mecca and Arabia with the 
rcsult that Muslims were able to Islamize whole of Arabia only in two or three years after 
'-his peace, 

As Muslims let us be optimist and cuurageous and liberal. I^t us give up in- 
frriority ı;omplex of fear. Let us free our minds from defeatism. 

41 P.C. On Education Board Versns 91 P.C. hı Erery Deptt. 
of Government. 

11 Müslim culture cuuld not he destroyed by the complete Anglo-Hindu domina- 
tûm in educalıcu, Government, legislature and every thing in the last 150 years when the 
Muslims ol Bcnga! had not even 1 P.C. rcpresentatıon on the University and the Govern¬ 
ment, the poor caste Hindus after their dream of AH India Hindu Raj at the Centre has 
bcen coınplctely snıashed can never break and destroy Müslim culture when the Muslims 
will have at least 50 or 52 P.C. solid and genuine representation on legislature, University, 
education and in everj' department of Government. The position will be otherwise. Bccausc 
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economically the Muslims, Scheduled Castes and Tribals will pursue a proletrian or Socıalist 
policy and combine for thejr economic and political interests are common. 

Then we have agreed to accept only 41 P.C. Müslim representation on the Bengal 
Secondary Education Board according to Secondary Education Bili of 1944. If wc hope to 
protect and develop our culture by 41 P.C. we can more than protect and develop ourselves 
by 52 P.C. or 50 P.C. 


Progıess of Adîbasis in Education 

S. Sir Nazimuddin’s argumeııt that Adıbasıs arc backıvard is based on vvrong 
Information. In fact Adibasis of Chota Negpore arc more advanced in education and 
fighting capacity than many parts of Bengal. Thereare many M. A. and M. Ses. Their ladies 
give masterly oratıons in fluent and bcautıfııl English on the independence and separation 
of Chota Nagpore. 


Adibasis and Muslims Traditionally Friends. 

6. Then by race and tradilion the Adibasis are most frırndJy wıth Muslims. In 
fact most of the Nagpuria Musalmans are by race tribal and speak thcır language. The 
Adibasis flagsfly side by side with Lcaguc flags. They raise slogans of PAKİSTAN ZINDA- 
BAD with their ery of Adıbasistan Zındabad. Even at tıme,s of riols they have invariably 
sided with Muslims and fought against the Elindus. I persorally know that Jaıpal Smgh 
their leader was the first to come m the field for the defence of the Mosquc at Doranda 
(Ranehi) from the Mahabir Dal Procession. Jaipal Singh Icd the Müslim Deputation be- 
fore the Commissioner of Chota Nagpore. .faipal Singh fought against Bırla’s tactıcs 
to harm Müslim weavers of Chota Nagpore. 

From the very beginning “Nagpuria” Muslims and Adibasis have been joıntly 
workıng for the separation of Chota Nagpore from Bihar. The first Memorandum of the 
Adibasistan was signeJ equally by Adibasis and “Nagporia” Mushms. In ali eleetions 
to District Boards, Adibasis and Muslims have vvorked and voted joıntly as friends and 
allics. 


Meet Mr. Jnipal Singh 

I suggest, therefore, that you should meetMr. Jaıpal Singh and have free and 
frank talk. Adıbasistan will alone solve the problem of East Pakistan. A Confederacy of 
Adıbasistan and East Pakistan wUl be practical, defensible, solvent and slef-sufficient. In 
fact it will make ıt invincıblc and the richest and most povverful ın Indıa. 

Wlut Amery & British Thinlc 

It will be aho in accord with the latest trends tvf Mr. Amery’s policy and British 
mind as revealed in the recent Parliamentary debates, particularly Mr. EHiot's suggestion 
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of having more than two Units and Mr. Amery’s support to the suggestion. Mr. Elliot (Con- 
servative) supported Prof. Coupland’s Four River Basin Plan (1) Indus (2) Oanges vallay 
(3) Barahm Putra and Ganges Delta (Hengal and Assam) and (4) Daccan or Dravedanad and 
also the Five States plan of Sir Feroze Khan Noon vız: (1) Pakistan; (2) Hindustan; (3) 
Dravedanad or Dravedistan; (4) Maharashtar; and (5) Bengsman (Bengal and Asam). 

This ıs what Mr. Walter Elliot said in Parliament: 

Attracted by fonr great Units’ plan. 

“Pakistan solution suffered from över simplicity and adualsolution was a solution 
to perpetuate antagonısm . .This is tn produce an impossıble situation and 
some means to escape must be found from ıt whether a dualist solution or more 
than a dual solution, ihe setting up it may be of four or five units. Mr. F.lliot said 
he was more attracted by a solution such as the River Basin scheme (of Coupland) 
which suggested four great Units and there had been other suggestions inciuding 
the Five-States Scheme (of Sir Feroze Khan Noon). “But”, added Mr. Elliot, "on 
the principle of two or more than two it seenıs to me that two is more dangerous 
solution than many bccause two seems to make for antagonism whieh would be 
cxccberafed more as years go on”. 

Mr. Amery favours more Units plan. 

Mr. Amery, Seeretary of S«ate for India, replying to the Commons India debatc 

said:— 


“I do agrec wıth my Right Honourable friend Elliot that a division of anything 
into lwo may be more dılEcult to reconcile with ultimate cooperation than a division into 
a number of Units. 1 agree with him and indeed it underlies the present situation in India 
but any constıtution which may be framed, that economic development to be efifective 
must have the support not merely of passive acquiescence, but involve sumething in the 
fıature of palrıotısm”. (Dawn 30-7-44). 


Christions will support Adibasistan*PakIstan Unioa' 

It should be rcalized that Pakistan depends on the agreement of the British, the 
miers of India, and that they rvUl botly favonr Adibasistan-Pakistan Confederacy hecinse it 
will give Iree scopc to Christion missions in Chota Nagpore. 


As a matter of fact the Christian Adibasis are more zealous supporters of Adi- 
ba5İSı‘.tn than the Animist Adibasis, because they are educationally more advanced than 
the lalter. 

The Christian missionaries of Chota Nagpore have been pressing the dcmand 
of Adibasis than Chota Nagpur and Bengal Industries intcr-dependent. 
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Another point to be noted is that ali the heavy industries of BengaJ e.g. Beagal 
Irons Steel Works of Kulti, Burnpore (Burdawan), Cossipore Gun and Shell Factory 
(Calcutta) and the RJfle and Ordnance Factory Ichapore, Bengal Assam Railway Work- 
shop which is being ütted for producing Railway Locomotives and jüte milis ali depend 
on Singbhum and Mayorbhaıy for Iron ores and on Burdwan and Barakar (Hazaribagh) 
for coal, mica, Shellack, manganese ete. 

Even if Chota Nagpore is left out in Hindustan, Pakistan must get free access to 
thesc mines and the same rights it is enjoying at present for utilization of themines. In 
retum Calcutta port will give them the same facılities. 


Yours sincerely. 


* * 


* 


Dear Mr. Raghib Ahsan, 


Raghib Ahsan. 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hill, 

Bombay. 

26th August, 1944. 


I have received ali your letters, inciuding the report of the Working Committce, 
ali of which wiU have my carehü consıderation, but l would Lke to have the map of Bihar 
and Bengal, if you can get one for me, and also a good map of Tndia. You can draw the luıes 
accordıng to your ideas and send them to me. 


* 


« * 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Calcutta District Müslim League 
8, Zakaria Street, 

Culcutla. 

Dated 1-9-1944. 


My dear Quaid-e-Azam, 

1 received your kind letter of 26-8-44 on 30tlı August, 1 am today sending under 
separate regıstered cover parcel the followrag matlers ;- 

Enclosure uf Parcel; 


(1) Religious Map of India. 

(2) Söciol and Religious Map of Bengal. 
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(3) Density of Population map of fndia. 

(4) Bcngal Population Tables- 

(5) Fıgures for Bengal, Assam, Akayab, Pumea Zone of my proposed 
Pakistan of Bengsman. 

(6) Map of Indıa wıth Europc’s States superimposed. 

(7) Tablc—Reserves of Iron orc ın ı'ndia. 

(8) Tabie—Coal output of İndia. 

(9) Fıgures for Adibasistan of Chota Nagpur 

(10) Oxford School Altas of 1943. 

(11) An Artıclc on Lınc systcın and Density of Population and population prob¬ 
lem m East flengal and Assam—with opinion of Professor D. N. Banerji 
of thc Dacca Uıiıvcrsıty. 

(12) Map of Hıstorıc divısıons of Indıa from vcdic tımcs. 

(13) Rcport of mass ırccting at Town Hail on 9th March 1914, Resolution 1941 
causes unacccptable in Bcngal. 

(14) Railway systcm of East Pakistan and Adibasistan. 

(15) Map of Bıhar. 

1 wıll semi you tomorrosv my note on my demarcations on thc map of india fen- 
closi'.reno. 1) shosvmglhe boundary lınes of (1) East Pakistan and (2) Adibasistan accord- 
ing lo my ıdea. East Pakistan Zone proper has bcen marked red and Adibasistan Zone 
has bcen marked hlue. İn brief mv East Pakistan proper is composed of the whole of Assam 
and Bengal plus Akayab Dist and the cxcludcd trıbal frontier tracts of Arakan Hılls, Chin 
Mills, Hukavvang Valley, then the Eastcrn one halfof Purnca. It wıll have at least över 
7.1 lakh Muhlim majorıty. 

My ıdea of Adibası.ıan ıs that thc Chotanagpur Divısion and Santal Parganas 
>vıth an .ırea of 32,592 and population of 9,750,846 should be formed into a separate auto- 
jinmous State as thc homciand of the aborıgınal Adıbasıs, in confederal Union wıth East 
Pakistan. Thıs Zone alone ıs morc m arca and population than Orissa. Orissa has an area 
of 32.198 sq miles and a population of 8,728,544; that is less than the area and population 
of Chota Nagpur and Santal Parganas. The Chotanagpur State vvhıch are ali Adibasi and 
Maspurbhang vvJııch is also Adibasi in majority should be placed under its suzerainty. 

The Caial and Iron reserves tables will show you that the assertion of Prof Charles 
Bcliic of the Colunıbıa Universıty, m the Foreign Affairs Quarterly as quoteJbyA. B. 
Patrık-T. on 13-8-44 inat—“The Pakistan State of Bcngal would industrially spcakıng die” 
and tnat “about 90 f. C, of Indıan coal and 92 P, C of Iron vvould bclong to Hındustan 
is absolutely wrong and based on thc baseless supposition and propaganda that Cho¬ 
tanagpur is A Hindu ıTi'ijnrıty pıovince. But Singbhum, Bustar, Rajmahel, Iharia and Adi- 
hasistan arta are not llindustau and should never be allowed to be grabbed by Hındustan. 




* 4 
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Yours Sinccrely. 
Raghib Ahsan. 



The Calcuttıı City Müslim League 
8, Zakaria Street, 

Calcutta. 

Dated 10-10-1944. 


My dear Quaid-i-Azam. 

I am forwarding to you resolutions adopted urıanimously by a Conference of 
the Cüuncil of the Calcutta Müslim League held on Sunday the 8th October, 1944, under 
ray Presidency. 

I wilJ forward to you another resolution on Pakistan and mmority peoples adopted 
by the Conference later on. 

I will write to you later regardmg our next step. Bengal js solıdly behind you. 
Mr. Fazul Haq sent Badruddoja on Sunday to the Bengal League for negotiation so that 
be may be aIlowed to be member of the League. 

League is gaining strcngth m Bengal. There is general feeling that we should try 
to make greater and more intense propaganda for Pakistan amongthe(l)Dcpressedclas5es, 
(2) The Adıbasis, (3) The DraveJians (4) The Kisans, (5) The Labourers, (6) The Socıalısts 
and Students. Special pamphlets should be issued and brought out at önce. 

General belıefisthat faıling an agreement the Brıtish will make Pakistan dependent 
and contingent upon the votes of the preseni provinces—per Cripps Plan. In that case, ıt ıs 
vıtal that we should win över the (U-Depres.scd Classes,(2). The Adibasis, (one P.C ın 
Bengal and 25 P. C. in Assam', (3). The Kisans, Ryots, Labourers, Socialists and other peo¬ 
ples, Tf we have pacts with the two—the Adibasis and the Depressed Classes-vve wıll triumph. 

Yours Sıncerely, 
Raghıb Ahsan. 


Bombay, 

19th October, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Raghıb Ahsan, 

I am in receipt of yoıır letter of October lOth, and thank you for it. Ali your 
previous letters and ali the Information that you sent have reached me, ın fact I was flooded 
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wıth it by you, and it is so spread that I have not been able to pıece Jt togpther but I ±ank 
you ali the same for the help that you gave me. I wıll have now more time to exaınıne ıt 

carefully. 

Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah, 


Calcutta, 

3, November 1944 


Note on the ehanging of the Map of Bengal. 


My dear Qudid-i-Azam, 

(i) I am scndıng you the Puja Annual Number of the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
under rcgi''tcred cover 1 spccially ınvıte >our attcntion to the article:—“Changing the 
map of flcngal"—"The Polıtıc of Boundaries” on Page 34 by a Bengali Hindu. The article 
broudiy represents (he Bengali Hindu rnind. 

Your plea for Greater Bengal consistıng of at least the whole of the present Pro- 
vinces of Bengal and Assam has really pka.sed the heart of every Bengallee, Hindu or Müslim. 
It should oe noted that ın casc Ihe flurdwan Divısıon is left out of the Pakistan Seheme 
the Hındus \vill have another wcıghty rcason for their opposıtion to the Müslim demanded 
thcır perpetual antagonism to the Muslıms namely (1) the dıvision and fragmentation of 
the Bengalce pcoplc and consequent daiıiage to Bengalee language and culture; in addition 
tıı the grneıal Hindu objection to Muılım majonty. Your plea for Greater Bengal is reaUy 
a plea for lıvjng space for the whole Bengali race vvhich is rapidly grovsing and which 
has the hıghesı dcnsııy of population m İndıa and Burma. 

Facts of History regarding changing the Map of Bengal 
(2) I also m\'ite yor attention to the followmg facts regarding changing map of 

Bengal 


The Rast İndia Company was granted the Dewani of Bengal (consisting of the 
present Pıovıuces ot Bengal. Behar and Onssa) in 1764. Parts of U. P. and the Province 
of Chofa Nagpur svere later anııeKcd and added to Bengal. Onssa was ceded by the Bhonsla 
of Nagp'ir in 1603 and remainıd pan of Bengal tıll a new “composıte” Province of Behar, 
Orissa and Chota Nagpur was formed m 1912. Bhattisagarh Division was part of Bengal 
tıll 18 M 'a'hı.'u it was translerrcd to the C.P. The Chota Nagpur States of Sargujja., Chaog- 
bhakar, pumea Jaspur ete. were patis of Bengal tıll 1905. 
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Assam and Cnrzon Partition of Bengal in 1905. 


Since its conquest Assam remained part of Bengal tılitheyear 1874 when it was 
converted into a Chıef Commissioner’s Province. In 1905 Lord Curzon partitioned Bengal 
and formed a new Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam wıth Dacca as ıts capitl. The 
Bengalis under Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee startcd a violent agıtation agaınst the partition 
of Bengal and the firitısh Government in December, 1911, declared at the Delhi Durbar 
to annul the “settied fact” of the partition of Bengal. Accordıngiy in great hurry a new 
composite Province of (1) Orissa, (2) Chota Nagpur and (3) Behar was constituted and 
the Eastern and Western Bengals were reunıted, and Assam vvas again separatcd from 
Bengal. 

Arakan conquered by Bengal Muslims in 1826 East India Company’s Hindu Aımy refuse 

to cross sea for losing “Dharma”. 

In 1826 Arakan vvas cünquered by the help of Chittagong Muslims as the high 
Casts Hindu army of the East India Company had mutinicd at Barrackpore and refused 
to “cross sea” for fear of losing caste and Dharma. This rebel army vvhıch refused to go 
to Burma in the first Burmese War vvas destroyed by the Brıtısh vvho had to depend entirely 
on the Muslims of Bengal. particulady of Chittagong for winnıng the Ut Burmese War. 
İt vvas as the result of this vvar, vvon by Bengal Muslims, that by a treaty the kıng of Ava and 
Burma relinquished his clairas on (i) Arakan and fii) Manıpur and (ııi) Assam. Arakan vvas 
madc a district of Bengal in 1826 and remained so tıJl the sepoy Mutiny of 1857 In 1858 
Arakan vvas made a district of Burma allhough geographically it has morc nearness and 
acccss to Bengal than to Burma. Pracitcally there is no land communıcation betvveen Arakan 
and Burma except by sea. The high and ımpcnetrable mountaın range of Arakan Yoma 
has completely shut out and separated Arakan from Burma. İt shouîd be also noted that the 
Mugs of Arakan and the Burmans of Burma arc two distinet peopleThe Mugsarein ongin 
the fiudhists of Magadha (Behar) and vvere dnven out from India by the Drahmıns.There 
are Mugs also in Chittagong. İn fact the first Burmese vvar vvliich resultd m annexatıon 
of Arakan to Bengal orıgmated in a raeial vvar betvveen the Mugs of Arakan and the Burman 
imperialısm of the King of Ava. The Arakan kıngs and chıefs never accepted the Burman 
overlordshıp and there vvas perpetual vvar between the people of Arakan and the kıngs 
of Burma. 


Life & Ecouomy of Beugal eutirely dependent on sea want of 
greater Sea Board and Coast a need ol life. 


(3) İt should also be noted that Bengal is must alvvays remaın a çent per çent 
Sea Povver. Bengal Muslims are a great sea-farıng people. Bengal ıs a marilime country. 
Its entire economy, its very existance, and its wholc defence and security is dependent upon 
its sea and naval povver. But unfortunately the present Province of Bengal has very very small 
sea coast. It must have a greater and larger sea Board. 
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A larger sea board is vitally essential for its defence. The reannexation of Afakan 
vvith thc port of Akayab as a colony of Bengal is essential not onJy for (i) a relıef to the 
suffocating density of population iıı East Bengal and (li) for solving the problem of food 
and famine but also (ııij for the defence and security of the exposed and out-flanked coasts 
of Bengal. I do hope you wıll, in due course of time, press this demand of a colony for 
Bengal. 


A Bengali Müslim colony ın the Akayab Djstrict of Arakan in an cstablished fact. 
Muslims jıı this war have become an absolute majonty in Akayab. 

Myitkina ıs an Jndian town havingpopulation of 8,000 great majority of whom are 
Indıans wıth somc sprınklıng of Shan.«, but no Bumans. 

The overilowing population of Bengal ıs fınding natural outlets for expansion 
in the vacant and sparcsIy populaled valleys of (i) Arakan and North Burma; (ii) Assam; 
(İÜ) Purnea, (iv) Rajmahal and Santal Parganas; and (v) the Bhums—viz. Manbhum and 
Singhbhum (Talanagar). 

It İ.S a natural and ırresıstablc flovv of biological forces in Bengal and to ignore 
this force and flow in “Changıng the map of Bengal’’ would be to conrt disaster and failure. 

Llogui.stic Basis No Criterion of Nationality Position of Adibasis 
of Chotanagpur—Coi. Jaipal Singh’s view. 

(4) Mr. M. K. Sen, has made mjch capıtal of and built his thesis on the foundation 
ol Lınguıslıc Basıs and on that ground he has demanJed the reincorporatıon of the Bhums— 
Ihc Singhbhum and Manbhum. 

But Laııguugc ıs neither the chıef criterion of nationality or eulture nor of ad- 
miııısıratıon. i-f. Co, Jaipal Singh Munda M. A. (Oxon), President of the Adıbası Maha- 
sava. thc Icader of thc Tnhals ot Chhota Nagpur and the Champion of Adibasıstan declares 
thai by racc and relıgion the vast majonty of the peoples of Manbhum and Singhbhum 
are ıion-Hindu, non-Aryan and Adibasi (Trıbal). He says that sociologically and ethno- 
Ingicdlly language is no criterion of race or nationality. Moreover, it is not correct that 
thc peoples of Manbhum and Singhbhum speak Bengali. Large majority speak Tribal lan- 
guages. Col. Japal tlıcrcfore is opposed to the Bengali Hindu demand for annexing Man¬ 
bhum (Dhanbad-Jl’anah) and Singhbhum (Tatanageer) to Bengal and demands that 
the Bhums and Lhoia Nagpur should be constituted i/ito a separate free Homeland of 
the Adıhasis having treaty alliance wıth Bengal. 


Adibasis Ready for Alliance add Pact vvith Muslims. 

(j) Col. Jaıpaı Smgh, hovvever agrees that Chota Nagpur is more akin to Bengal 
than to Behar, and w:ll tlierefore forgc stronger links vvith East Pakistan for mutual beneflt 
He has even agrecd to enter into a formal Pact with the League for Adibasi Müslim col- 
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laboration in the fight for Pakistan and Adibasıstan and to effect an Alliance for Economic 
Reciprocity. 

This and this alone—viz. Alliance of Muslims and Adıbasis—is the effective 
way of checkmating the Hindu machinations and at the saıne time of preserving Müslim 
majority in Bengal and getting line on the coal, mica and iron mines of Chota Nagpur. 


Adlbasis will support Pakistan in case of Plebiscite. 

It is also notevvorthy that the vast majority of the people of Burdwan Dıvision 
is composed of non-Hindu elements viz.—Muslims, Adlbasis, Depressed Classes. The 
Castc Hindus in Burdvvan Division are a minorıty. 

If we have a pact of fnendship and alliance with the Adıbasis we wlll be able 
lo defcat the Caste Hindus even in a plebiscite on lines of Cripps Plan. 


Yours smcerely, 

Raghib Ahsan. 
(Member, Working Committee, 
Bengal Provincial Müslim League). 


P.S. 


I am also tnclosing the resolution adopted by the Bengal League Working Com¬ 
mittee on my ınotion. The part marked red is addition and by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. 

M. R. Ahsan Imrany. 


* 


* ♦ 


Calcutta. 

14th February 1945. 


My dear Quaid-c-Azam, 

(A) I am enclosing a cutting of a leader from Mormng News Calcutta 13-2-45, on 
“Assam Firing.” Tlıis is the sccond leader on the subject ınvmng prompt attention of the 
Action Committee of the Ali India Müslim League and the Bengal League. 

The problem of land settleraent in Assam is primarıly economic and is the natural 
outcome of the population problem in East Bengal, but the Hindus are giving it a communai 
colour to dust Muslims. 
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The Müslim Assam is on fire. It is time the Bengal and Ali Jndia Lcaguc inter- 
vene for saving Lakhs of Bengah peasants (90 P.C. Muslims and 10 P.C. Name-Shudra) 
from total extınctıon. 

I suggest that special comrnittee of t.vo or three persons should be deputed to 
Assam to enquıre into the situation on the spot. 

It is also imperative that pamphlets should bc pubhshed in English on the ine- 
quıty, and dlegality of the Lıne System and the need of solvmg the population problem 
ın East Tndia Zonc. 


Ali India PakistaB Flag Day. 

(B) The Pakistan Day of March 2J is approaching. Some Leaguers, here, suggest 
that this time the Day should be celcbrated wjth greater plan and vigour. You may spccially 
ask Müslim India to celebrate an Ail India Pakistan Flag Day on Friday March 23rd, 
1945 wıth the fnllovvıng Programme;- 

(1) Pakistan flags should bc hoisted on ali houses, shops, instıtutions and bonets 
of motor cars. 

(2) Pakistan Flags should be hoi.sfed in spccial Pakistan meetings in cvery town 
and village. 

(3) Praycrs should bc ollered for the freedom of India, Pakistan and Islamic 
peopies 

(4) Small pamphlets should bt- dıstrıbuted explaining mcanıng of Pakistan to 
Muslims, non-Muslııns. peasants and labourers. 

(5) Rc.solutions afRrm'iıg .''aıth m Pakistan and demanding the liberation of Müslim 
pcoples and lands should bc passed. 

Müslim representation od International Conference. 

Demands .‘•hould be made that ın ali International confcrences and mstitulions 
Müslim India .‘hould get separate mdependent representation as a separate independent 
ıiatK n and that >Jıe oflıcial and Congressıtc bodıes have no right to speak cm behalf of 100 
millıcıı Müslim Natıor of India in any international or Commonsveaîth Conference. 

International situation and time of Aetion, 

tC) The inleıııatKinal situation ıs fast changing. Britain’s one hope lies in the 
frecdoni. unıty. soliJarity and pnvver of the »olid line of Müslim States from Turkey to 
Malaya and iron Mor(,^:co to the Punjab—Afghanistajı. 


ll'c tim: ıs fa.st coming vvhen the Muslims may refuse to take Pakistan and the 
British wiı! To'ce Pakistan on Muslims. The supreme need is to aırange for better pro¬ 
paganda i‘i India, Ameı ca and Englaııd, 



(D) We are holding a special Müslim League Confefence at Cankinara in 24 
Parganas, near Calcutta, for the industrial areas of greater Calcutta on 10 and 11 March 
1945. This is the heart of industrial Bengal and 90 P.C. of Muslims of the area are Momin 
—Ansars who are slolidly behind the League. Recently Mr. Qavnm Ansari came in this area 
and held a few meetings. Now the Ansars themselves are holding a big League Conference. 

On the request of the Reception Comınittec 1 do beseech you to send a message 
for this first League Conference specially meant for industrial areas and workers and lab- 
ourers. In your message make special appeal to Momin Ansars and other working 
classes to ünite under League banners. 

Please also ask Nawab İsmail Khan or Nawabzada Lıaqat Ali Khan or Maulana 
Zafar Ali and Jamal Mian Saheb to attend this Conference. 


We hope when you next visit Ben^ you wıll pay a visit to the industrial labour 
area of 24 Pargana. 


Yours sincerely, 


* • • 


Raghib Ahsan, 
Member, Council, Ali India 
Müslim League. 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay. 

21st February, 1945. 


Dear Mr. Raghib Ahsan, 

I am in receipt of your Ictter of Feburary 14th. The matter of arrangıng an All- 
India Pakistan Day and the various other matters that you have mentioned ın your letter 
are the function of the Commıttee of Action, and I Ihınk you .should draw the attention 
of this Commıttee and also of ıhe Secreıary of the Ali India Müslim League to the sugges- 
tious that you have made. It is not now possiblc for me to attend to ali the various activities 
of the Ali India Müslim League pcrsonallv, and that ıs the reason why we have novv consti- 
tuted ıhe Commıttee of Actıon and the Central Parlıamentary Board. 

As regards the Assam situaiıon, I have noted what you say, and I have drawn 
ıhe attention of Sir Mohammad Saadullah and Mr. Abdul Matın Chowdhury to this mat¬ 
ter. 

Yours sincerely, 
M.' A. Jinnah. 
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Telegrun dated March 9ı 1945 from 
Mr. M. A. Jlnoflh to Mr. Raghib Ahsan, Calcutta 

WISH ALL SUCCESS FIRST MÜSLİM LEAGUE CONFERENCE CAL¬ 
CUTTA INDUSTRIAL LABOUR AREAS ORGANISE ÜNİTE MAINTAIN DIS- 
CIPLINE AM CONFİDENT WE SHALL WIN PAKİSTAN—JINNAH 


* 


* • 


The Calcutta Distnct Müslim 
League. 

8, Zakaria Street. 

Calcutta. 

24th May, 1945. 


My dcar Quaid-ı-AzarTi, 

I was relıcved to learn that you arc ıtnprovıng in Health at Matheran; I was very 
very amuous tn know about your heaith but refrained from tvriting because I did not want to 
dtsturb you. 

I aııı trying my leve) bcst to ünite and consolıdate our ranks in Bengal before we 
go to Ihc country. We are defermmed to sacnfice everytfung for the cause of unity and 
c'-nf pcr çent success in the General Elections on tlıe issue of (1) Pakistan and (2) Fikr-i- 
Islami (Islamıc Ideology) as opposed to the Communist Ideology of materialism and materia- 
li'.lic ıntcrp;'ı-t.\tıon of History and the Congtess Ideology of Geographıcal and Eıhnological 
nalionalıty propounded by Mr. Gandhi. 

I am "iirlosing a programme of 14 points for winning Pakistan and galvamzing 
Lcag"e organzaüon vvıth a new spirit for your kind consideration. 

Pakistan as “Goal” and Fikı-i-Islami as “Ideology”. 

1 particularly ımpress upon you the necessity of adopting (1) Fikr-i-Islanu (Islamic 
ıdeology) and (2) Pakistan as the İssue of the coming General Elections. I urge and pray 
carne.sıly that you shıu ld adopt Fikr-j-Islami as our Ideology and Pakistan as our Goal 
for appealmg to the country 'J'his will capture the imaginatjon of the Muslims and go to the 
very core ol their hear: and make oıu" appeal compreheıısive and irresistible. 

lam enclosiııg a copy of ıhc Mcmbershıp pledge of the Bengal Müslim League 
containing pledge of Pakistan and Fikr-t-lslami for your consideration. 


Elecloıal rolls are being prepared m Bengal. By June 30th, 1945, preliminary 
rolls would be ready lor revı-SıOn according to an announcement of Electoral Roll OflScer. 
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Nawabzada Liyaqat Ali Khan and Chaudhury Khaliquzzaman are coming 
on thfi 29th May, 1945 from Assam. We are trying our best to ünite as a solid block 
Sir Nazimuddin, Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy and Mr. Abul Hasbim. 

Fikr-î-Islami to checkmate Communist Menace. 

The reason why I have adopted Fikr-i-Islami (Islamic Ideology) as a pledge for- 
membership is that by this alone we can checkmate and defeat the Communist threat 
to OUT Islamic solidarity and integrity. Commnnism is now the greatest danger to İslam 
and the Tslamıc world. 

I do request you that vvhen you rc-entcr active politics you vvill start your work 
with your appeal to the MiUet to rally round the Standard of the (1) Goal of Pakistan and 
(2) the Ideology of Fıkr-i-Islami as the two planks of our appeal to the electorate. 

Yours most smcerely Sı. obedientiy. 

Raghib Aban. 
P.S. 


(1) My frıend Dr. Sir Shafa'at Ahmad Khan informs me that he ıs ready to work 
as an ordınary Lieutenant and vvorker of the Quaid-i-Azam. He may be entrusted with 
the work of propaganda in foreign countrics and wıth work regarding Planning Com- 
mittee. 


(2) Mr. Mulıammad Amin, I.C.S. resigned his post of District Magistrate in 
Singhbhuın (Talanagar) to devote himself entirciy for Islamic National service. I am anaious 
to obtaın his Services for the Lcague. 

(3) I lıavc prepared the draft of the Manifesto of the Bengal League on their 
rcqucst in modification of the draft of Mr, A. Hasbim which Wds rejected. I will send you 
my draft whfn it ıs fulJy typed. 


Raghib Ahsan. 


* * 


* 


“Readymoney Lodge”, 
M.atheran, 

June 2, 1945. 


Dear Mr. Raghib Ahsan, 

I am in reoeipt of your letter of 24th May, 1945, and I have noted the vaıious 
suggestions that you have made therein, but, as you know, I am for the moment disabled 
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from playing my full part in the activities of the Müslim Lcague organizaüon, and pri- 
jnarily, the matters referred lo in yonr Jetter, are the concem of the Committec of Aetion 
who are at present, I blieve , in BengaJ and have been there and also went to Assam. There 
are some matters referred by you which are very important but they must be placed before 
the Working Committec of the AU-India Muslin: League, before final decision is taken, 
but I suppose you and others must have discussed tlıis matter with the Committec of Aetion, 
and I would like to know their reaction to ıt, anyhovr. I have noted your points. 

I shall certainly awaıt the receıpt of the draft of the Manifesto of the Bengal 
Leagne, which, I understand, you are preparing and wıll send ıt to me. 


Yours sinceıely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


• • • 

c. rajacopalachari 

Telegram dated February 12, 1943 from RaJaJi to Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

The pur.suancc of general desire to consider the situation arising Gandhiji’s fast 
camestly request you to joın conference here on J8th Thursday afternoon Kunzru Ghuzanvi 
Srınıvasan. Joahi, Kazmı, Banervee, Chowdhary,Sant Singh and scives convening Reply 
Bırla Honse. —C. Rajagopalachari 


* • • 

Reply of QaBİd-i-Azam 

“I TLi-eıvcd your tclegram yesterday the 14th and beg to inform you that the situa- 
tıcT. arising out of Mr. Gandhi's fast is really a matter for the Hindu leaders to consider 
and advise him accordıngly 

I regret I am unable to associate myself with the proposed conference at Delhi 
on the 18th o^" Ft bruary 1943; for ıt is apparent from the recent correspondcnce betsveen 
fhc Vicerny, the Govemorent of India and Mr. Gandhi that has been published in the 
prcis, that there i.s no ehange on the part of Mr. Gandhi in the attitude and stand taken 
by hm last August i'is-a-vis the Müslim League, cacept the reiteration of his oft-repeated 
polıtıcal demand, having for ıts .>i3uctıon a threat to resort to “mass civil disobedience.” 

Now hc hay undertaken this dangerous fast with a view to enforce that demand, 
which 'f conccded or agreed lo under such coercıve method, it is obvious, wiU deslory 
the Müslim demand and ınvolve complete aacrilice of the vital and paramount interests 
of Müslim India. 
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Moreover, great political issues and complex political problems of this sub-conti- 
nent, involving the destinies of mJUions, cannot be settied or solved by means and methoda 
of fasting adopted by Mr. Gandhi. Besides owing to previous engagement it is not possi- 
ble for me to go to Delhi on the 18th of February, 1943. 

I do, however, hope that your effoıts may lead to the path of rea.son and peace 
and then there would come an opportunity for friendly negotiations which might, I trust, 
result in a settlement satisfactry not only to the two majör nations—Hindus and Mus- 
lims, but to ali other interests and minorities, concemed.” 


* * 




New Delhi, 
April 8, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Jınnah, 


Here is the basis for a settlement which I discussed wıth Gandhijı in March 1943, 
and of vvhich he expressed fuU approval. He then authorized me to signify his approval 
of these terms should I be able to convince you of their being just and fair to ali. As the 
Government have refused to relax any of the festrictiuns împoscd on him to enable him 
to discuss or negotiate terms of any settlement, I write this to you on his behalf and hope 
that this w ili bring about a final settlement of the most unfortunate impass we are in. You 
are aware of the intrnsity of nıy desire for a settlement. I wa5 very glad when I found it pos- 
sible to obtain Gandhıji’s approval of these terms. I hope that you will bestow your fullest 
thought on the justice and faimess of these proposals and help to terminate a condition 
of alfairs which is steadily causing aliround deterioration in the country. 

Yours Sinccrely, 


Enckifiare 


C. Rajagopalachari. 


“Basis for terms of settlement between the Indian National Congress and the 
All-India Müslim League to which Gandhıji and Mr. Jinnah agrec and which they will 
endeavour respectively to get the Congress and the l.«ague to approve: 

(1) Subject to the terms set out below as regards the constitution for Free Indıa. 
the Müslim League endorses the Indian deraand for Independence and will 
oo-operate with the Congress in the formation of a pfovisional interim Go¬ 
vernment for the transitional penod. 

(2) After the termination of the war, a commission shall be appointed for de- 
marcating contiguous dıstricts in the north-west and east of İndia, wherein the 
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Müslim population is in absolute majority. In the areas thus demafcated, 
a plebiscite of ali the inhabitants held on the basis of adult suifrage or other 
practicable Tranchise shall ultimately decide the issue of separation from 
Hindustan. If the majority decide in favour of forming a sovereign State 
separate from Hindustan, such decision shall bc given effect to, without 
prejudice to the right of districts on the border to choose to join either State. 

(3) It wjll be öpen to ali pariics to advocate thcir points of \'iew before the plebi- 
cite is held. 

(4) In the event of separation mutual agreemenıs shall be entered mto for safe- 
guarding defencc, and commerce and Communications and for otlıer essential 
purposes. 

(5) Any transfer of population shall only bc on an absolutely voluntary basis. 

(6) These terms shall bc bınding only in casc of transfer by Bıitain of f^ull power 
and responsıbılıty of the governance of India.” 


«t 


* * 


New Delhi, 
April 17, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Jınnal’, 

The proposal 1 gave you in wrıting vvhen we last met m Dellıi must bc stili with 
you and perhaps you lıave read it över again and gıven further thought to it. 7 was much 
disappuıntcd. as you are awa/e, at yom inability to approve of the terms. But I hope you 
may perhaps reconsıder your position. I sincerely believe that the proposals foım a fair and 
siıt'.'fdctor)' basis of scttlement. I shall be grateful to hear from you as to whether you have 
reconsıdcrcvi the matter. 


Yours Sincerely, 
C. Rajagopalachari. 


* • ♦ 

Telegram dated Jıme 30, 1944 from Mr. Rajagopalachari to Mr. M. A. Jinıtah 

My Ictter dated April 17, touchmg matter personally discussed on Apnl 8 re- 
maıns yet unanswered. Havc novv met Gandhiji who stili holds by formula presented to 
you b, me. 1 ssould like novv publish the formula and your rejeetion. This telegram is sent 
With Gandhiıi’s approval. 1 vvould like you at fhıs juneture to reconsıder your rejeetion— 
Rajagopalachai), 


• ♦ 


4 
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Telegram dated July 2, 1944 from Mr. M. A. Jiımah to Mı. RajagopBİâchaıi 


Your request to publish your formula. Your wrong version our talk that I rejected 
your formula js unfair surprising. True facts are T was vvilling place your formula before 
Working Committee Müslim League although it was not öpen to any modıHcation but you 
did not agree allow me to do so. Hence no further step was taken. My reaction was that 
I could not personally take responsibility of accepting or rejectıng it and my position 
remains same today. If Mr. Gandhi even now sends mc direct his proposal I am tvilling 
placc it before Müslim League VVorking Committee—M. A. Jinnah. 


Telegram dated July 4, 1944 from Mr. RaJagopalacharI to Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 


Thanks telegram. My letter Aprıl 17 shovved how I felt över what I thought was 
rejection of formula so far as you were personally concerned Shall be glad indced if as your 
telegram suggests you did not reject ıt. Gandhıjı, though not vested with representative 
or special authority in this matter definitely approved my proposal and amhonzed me to 
approach you on that basis. Now again he reaffirms his assent. Weight of his opinion 
vv'ould most probably secure Congress acceptancc. You vvetıc unvvıllıng to accept my for¬ 
mula, but were svilling to place if before League Councıl. T think no purpose served by such 
procedure so long as it docs not have your own support.—C. Rajagopalachari. 

* * • 


Telegram dated July 5, 1944 from Mr. M. A- Jinnah to Mr. Rajagopaluchari 

Regret unable to go beyond my telegram July 2.—-M. A. Jinnah. 

• • ♦ 


Telegram dated July 8, 1944 from Mr. Rajagopalachari to Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 


Your telegram of 5th received today. Wıth it private negotiation ends. It is neces- 
sary taJce public into conhdence now. I am accordingiy releasing entıre correspondence 
ending your wire 5th. C.—Rajagopalachari. 

• • * 


321 



RAJENDRA PRASAD, Dr. 


5th October, 1939, 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

In ıhe lesolution of the Working Committee of the All-India Müslim League, 
passcd recently in Delhi, reference has been made to Provincial Governments. It is stated 
that Provincial Autonomy ın sevcral Pravinces has rcsulted m the donunation of the Hindus 
over the Müslim minorities whosc life and libcrty, property and honour arc in danger, 
and even Iheır rclıgious ı ıghts and culture are bsıng assailed and annihilated every day 
ıındcr the Congress Governments m various Provinces. Pandit Jatvaharlal Nehru also 
informed mc that you mcnlioned thıs matter to hım in the course of a recent conversation. 

Wc feci that Ihese chargcs are wholly unfounded and are based on misappre- 
hension and one-sıdcd reports that might have reached you and the League. The Govern¬ 
ments concernej have ınquired ınto the matter whenevcr such charges have been made and 
hav: dcnicd ihem On a previous occasion vıe exprcssed our wıllingness to have any specifıc 
ınstances investigatcd by ımparlial authenty. We feel strongly, and I am sure, you will 
agrec vvıth us, that such charges, vvheu scriously made, should be inquired into and either 
substaııtiatcd or dısprovcd. Wc vvould lifce thıs course to be adoptcd in regard to any specific 
instances that arc put forvvard. If you agrec, we could Tequcst the highest judicial autho- 
rity m India, Sir M. Gwyer, Chief Justıce of the Federal Court, to inquire into this mattei. 
In the event of his not beıng available, somc oher person of a sinıılar status and judicial 
position might be approached. 

I shall gladly placc this matter before the Working Committee of the Congress 
and get them to pass a formal resolution to thıs cffect. 

I am leavıng for Wardha to-day and shall be oblighed to you if you will send 
an erly rcjıiy. i shall be in VVardha for about a vveek. 


Yours sincerely, 
Rajendra Prasad. 


6th October 1939. 

Dear Mr. Rajcııdıa Prasad, 

I am ın '-eccipt of your letter dated October 5, 1939. I beg to inform you that 
I have alrcady placcd the whole cB.se before the Viceroy and the Governor-Gcneral and 
have rcqaes’ted lıım to take ııp the matter without detay as he and the Governors of the 
PTovınccs have ocen expressly authorised under the Constitution and arc entrusted wıth 
ıhe responsıoılity tı> protect the rights and the interests of the minorities. 
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The matter is now under His ExceHency’s consideration and he is the proper 
authoTİty to take such action and adopt such measures as would meet our requırcnıents 
and would restore complcte sense of security and satisfaction amongst the Mussalmans 
in those Provinces whcre the Congress Ministrics arc incharge of the administratıon. 

In these circumstances, I do not wısh to dıscuss further the various statcments 
made in your letter as it is unnecessary to do so, but I must say that some of them arc 
wholly inaccurate. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A, Jinnah. 


I» * * 

RASHEED AHMAD MOULAI 


Mount PJeasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

28th May, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I am in receipt of your letter of the I3th Maj, and many thanks for it. 

I am very much obliged to you for makıng the various suggestions that you havc. 

I shall certainly try and comc to your Province provided I am satished that among 
the various parties thcre is a desirc for unity and solidanty. From what I have gathcred, your 
Province seems to be vcry much divided into different sections. f think the only course ıs 
for some of you who bclieve in the Müslim policy that is pursued by the All-India Müslim 
league to establısh District Lcagucs and Provincial League in your Province and establısh 
contact with the peoplc and make them undentand what we stand for and I am sure 
that you will get enormous support from your people. If you make really proper and ear- 
nest alforts. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * 


♦ 
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1, Hastings Road, 
New Delhi, 

25th March, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


I havc rcccıved your lettcr of tlıe 15th of March. 

You must havc read m newspapcrs by now that the Council of the All-India 
Müslim League has appoınted a Comm ttee lo enquıre mto the hardshıps, ill-treatment 
and injustıcc that ıs meted out to the Musalmans generally and the Members and the workers 
of the Müslim League. The Sccretary of that Committee is Ali Bahadur Habibullah whose 
addrcss is Mal!, Lucknovv. I would thercforc rcquest you to put the matter bcfore that 
Comm ıttcc. 

As to my comıng to Patna, it ıs not possible for me just now to fîx up any engage- 
ment. I frust that the leaders and the rank and file of your Province will realıze that we 
ghouJd close our ranks and undersLand each other as onc solid united pcople. 


Yours truly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


m 


* 


PRIVATt* 

Liltle Gıbbs Road, 
Malabar Hlll, 
Bombay, 

16th July, 1939. 

Dear Sır, 


I am in reeeıpt of your letter of the I2th instant, and I am very glad to read the 
articie purporting to lavc becn wrıtten by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in whıch he has 
shöwn lııs \villingness to come into the Müslim League, provided his certain terms are accep- 
tcd. Do not you think that if he was really so genuıne and auxious to join the League, 
instead of vvrıting artıde in the newspaper, he would have wntten to rae dırectiy. I am 
surpriscd that evea pecple like you take this şort of propaganda seriousiy. According to 
the constıtutiun and the rules of the Müslim League cvery Mussalman is welcome to join 
it, and vvlıatever defecLs there may be can be put right by the help of ali, and it is the duty 
of every Mussalman to join the Ix;aguc and improve it and make it better and better ins¬ 
tead of llndıng fault witb it in the public press merely wıth a view to discredit it. 
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I think your information about the activities of the League seem to be out of 
date, and I am surprised that you should tumble into this species of arguments, that the 
Müslim League is not placing a deflnite and constructive programme for the masses to act 
on, that the League leadefs are creatures of British Imperialism, and that the request from 
the masses to rcsport to clvil disobedience is not granted People who charge us wıth these 
allegations seem to be utterly ignorant of the fealities of the situation. In the iîrst instance, 
there is a definite and constructive programme of the League laid down at the Lucknow 
Sessions in October, and is being pursued in various parts of India. As to the charge that 
the League is supporting British Imperalism it is totally fase, and with regard to the question 
of not granting permission to masses to restort to civil disobedience in the first place no 
provincial league has yet made out a sufficient case for the purpose of resorting to civil 
disobedience, at any rate, for the present. 


Yours faithfully, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 






E. V. RAMASH AMI 


Erode 

August 9, 1944. 


My dcar Jinnah Sahib, 

I have been watching carefully the proceedings of Mr. Rajagopalacharia’s for- 
ınula towards solvıng the dcadlock and your desire to rcceıve Mr. Gandhi at your residence 
in Bombay on your retum, which will probably be about the middle of August. It is wel- 
comed in political circles. 

Though I have no full hopc, there are signs of change as our opponents have 
come forward themselves to settie the Hindu-Muslim queslion, especially m relation to 
the Cripps olfer. I need not say that Congressites are expert>i in tvvisting words and to give 
occult sense. They can say anything and give meanings m whatever manner they think. 
Though we do not depend upon thera. you know very wcll that we should be vigilant and 
careful in the negotiation. 

It is clear that a general election with Muslims and Hindus as well as Alyans 
and Dravidians will give hardship to both of us. 



Kindly excuse me for reminding you about our dıscussions relating to Pakistan 
and Dravidastan whıle we were at Madras and Delhi, and your assurance that you would 
plead for both questıons as one. Here in South India, I considered both the questions 
as one and dıd my best to solve the problem as far as possible. 

You kııow very well that there could be no Pakistan and independence for Müslim 
India until and unless independence vvas achieved for the rest of the nations. 

Wjth kınd regards, 


Yours Sincerely, 
E. V. Ramaswami. 


* 


* 


* 


Bombay, 

August 17, 1944. 


DcarMr. Ramaswami, 

I am ın reccıpt of you, letter of August 9, and thank you for it. I have alvvays had 
nıııch sympathy for the people of Madras, 90 per çent of whom are Non-Brahmins, and 
ıf thty desıre to establısh theır Dravidastan, ıt ıs cntırely for your people to decide on this 
matter. I can say no more, and certainly I cannol .speak on your behalf. 

I have made the posıtion clear to you and your colleagues when I was in Madras 
more tnan önce, but hitherto I have noticed that in your activities you have beeıı indecisive, 
If ihe people of your provıncc really desire Dravidastan, then it is for them to assert them- 
selves. I hope that you will understand my positıon, that 1 can only speak for Müslim 
India, but >ou hai'e my assurance that wherever and ıvhenever I have a say in the matter, 
you wıl. find me supporting any just and faır elamı or demand of any scction of the people 
of India, and partıcularly the Non-Brahmins of Southern India. 


Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU, SIR 

Prt-s-s statement issued on May I, 1941 from Nandi Hills by Mr. M. A. Jinnah 
Presıdcnt of the AU-lndia Müslim League while releasing the correspondence betsveen him 
and Sır Tej Bahadur Sapru. 
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"Let me at önce deal with at least one point in the personal statement of Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru published on the 29th of April 1941 wıth regard to his efforts to vvhat he calls 
‘bringing Mr. Gandhı and me together’. Here is the correspondence that passed between 
mc and Sir Sapru and it speaks for itself. His promise to communicate with me further 
made in his letter dated the 19th of Fefaruary 1941 remained unfulfilled. Having taken 
the initiative, he had not the courtesy to infornı me as to the result of his efforts and as to 
the causes and reasons of his failure and it is hardly fair that he should now pontifically 
pronounce in his statement that he does not wish to apportıon blame between the leaders 
and yet in another place in his statement he characterises me as ‘an intractable leader’, 
wheu by my letter, dated the lOth of Febniary 1941, I at önce shovved my willıngness as 
suggested by him to meet Mr. Gandhı or any other Hindu leader to have a ‘heart to heart 
conversation.’ 

As regards other matters and poims raised in Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru’s personal 
statement and in the statement of the so-called Standing Commıttee of the Sapru Con- 
ference, I shall, if necessary, deal wıth them later when I have had suiScient time to cxamine 
them carefuUy, 


Allahabad, 

6th Febniary, 1941. 


My dear Jinnah, 

Since we met last in Bombay a fevv months ago, 1 have several times thought 
of writing to you. but I have nevcr been able, up to this moment, to make up my mind. 
Even now wlıen I have dccided to write to yon, 1 am writmg thıs letter with consıderable 
hesitation, as, if 1 cannot make things better than they are at present, I certainly do not, 
in ali conscience, vvant to make them worse. But I believe that since 1916 when we came 
together in the old India Legislative Council, you have known my vıcws on the Hindu- 
Malıomedan question, and I am, therefore, venturing to hope that you will not misun- 
derstand my point of view. 

Althouglı, I have not been taking actıve part in poLtics of the country for the 
last fcw years, the old interest stili survives, and T follow faırly closely the trend of events. 
The trend of reccnt events has onl> tendcd to confirm me m my behef that the supreme 
necessity of the hour is a settlcment between the Hındus and ihe Muslims, or to put it in 
party politics, between the Congress and the Hindu Sabha and the Müslim League. It is 
my misfortune that owing to some very strong convictions, I have found it impossible 
to joın eilher of the first rwo and for obviou» reasons I could not be a member of the League 
uf v/hıch you are the President, and yet I feel that so lung as the three bıg organised bodies 
of public opınıon in India rcmain in thcır present state of relationsKip to each other, the 
future of this country cannot be by any mcans bright, It is not my purpose to discuss in 
this letter which of these three parties is to blame. I thmk that a discussion of this ehar- 
aeter can never lead to any good; indeed, I think, instead of doing good, ıt may do positive 
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harm. You wji] remember that even inAugust lastwheıı wemet at Bombay, I told youthat 
ıf the Congress and the Hindu Sabha woutd not, or were not prepared to cali a conference 
for the purpose of settlıng differences, there was no reason why you, as the President of a 
great and influential League, should not take the step forvvard. Since then I have been 
giving this matter my constant attention, and at last I have made up my mind to make a 
personal appeal to you. I do not, however, pretenJ to sail under false colours. I represent 
neither the one party nor the other. I can neıther offer nor accept terms. I can only appeal 
to you in my individual capacity—in the capacity of one who strongly and genuinely holds 
that the Musiims are an integral part of India and that their vvilling co-operation with 
other communities, must nccessarily condition the nature, cxtent and speed of the pro- 
gress of the country. I am deliberately avoıding aJl reference to the controversial issues 
that dıvidc the one from the other, as it ıs not for tne to settie them, but for you and leaders 
of other partics, who can influcnce opinıon and speak lor others to raise these issues and to 
come to a settlemenl in regard to them. As a realist, I feel that not only you but Mr. Gandhi 
and the leaders of the Hindu Sabha, particularly Dr. Savarkar, are men on whom the pri- 
mary responsjbility for a settlement of those issues lies. Neither speeches on public pat- 
forms, norstatements and intervievvs given by leaders, can really help the situation, I think 
conversations, or if I may usc a hackneycd phrase, heart-to-heart conversations may possibly 
lead to some satisfactory results. In any case even if they do not, we shall have the satisfaction 
of knovving that cverything has been done which could be done, to bring about a better 
State of feeling and understandıng. I am, thercfore, venturing to suggest on my own account, 
wıthout conımitting any other pcrson, or any other party, to my view or suggestions that 
(1) you .should agree first to meet Mr. Gandhi, and then theprocesss of private talks could 
be cxtendcd to others. (2) If you and other leaders then thınk, that it would serve the best 
imercst of the country, to invite a jo'nt conference, then you ali could take the necessary 
stage. I can assurc you of my personal suppurt and co-opeıation ın this matter. If your 
reply to mv suggestion ıs that you vvili be prepared to see Mr. Gandhi and talk över mat- 
ters wilh him, I shall vvnte to him and press it on hım that he must see you in Bombay 
or any other place that may süit your convenience. I hope very strongly that he will be 
quite Nvılling to see you ın Bombay or any other convenient place and discuss things vvith 
you. f, Ihınk you two .should mcet first, for if the country is dear to him, I belicve, it is no 
less dear lo you. You may be at preseni identihed with Ihc Müslim League. I have no kind 
of prtjudıee against the League or any one conneeted with it, and so far as you are con- 
cerned, I .stili prefer to look upon you as I used lo in days göne by vvhen other people also 
looked up to you, for guidance and advocacy of the causc of India, ırrespectivc of caste, 
colour or creed. 


İf you are svillmg to see Mr. Gandhi and to discuss things I hope you will permit 
me to take him into confidence about what you write to me. 

With kind regards, 

Yours smcerely, 
Tej Bahadur Sapru. 



Bombay, 

lOth February, 1941. 

My dear Sapru, 

I am in receipt of youf letter of tbe 6th instant and thank you for it. I have given 
to it my closest consideration coming as it does from you. 

The main purpose on which you have concentrated is directed towards trying 
to induce me to agree to see Mr. Gandhi. I am soıry to find that you are under the impres- 
sion that I am reluctant and opposed to seeing Mr. Gandhi or any other Hindu leader 
on behalf of the Hindu community, for you say in your letter that I should agree ürst to 
see Mr. Gandhi. Then you proceed to say further, “if your reply to my suggestion is that 
you will be prepared to see Mr. Gandhi and talk över matters wıth him I shall write to him 
and press it upon him that he must see you at Bombay or any other place that may süit 
your convenience.” Please remove this erroneous impression from your mind. I have alvvays 
been ready and willing to see Mr. Gandhi or any other Hindu leader on behalf of Hindu 
community and do ali I can to help the solution of the Hindu-Muslim problem. 

As regards other matters in your letter 1 cannot do better than to send you a 
press cutting gi vıng full text of my speech that I made in the course of the debate in the Assem- 
bly on the Supplementary Finance Bili last November, as I fear that your attention, if 
at ali, could have been drawn only to the A.P. summaıy that appeared in most of the papers 
at the time. 


This witl give you some idea of the position and the point of the Müslim League. 


1 thank you for your personal references to me which I need not say I appreuats 
very much. 


Yours sincerely. 


My dear Jinnah, 




* * 


M. A. Jinnah. 

Allahabad, 

19th February, 1941. 


Thank you ever so ınuch for your kind letter of the lOth February. I regret to say 
that I have been having high fever for the last fivc or sıx days and am therefore unable to 
attend to any polıtical correspondence. As soon as I get better I shaJi write to you again 
aboul the matter abuut which I WTote to you oa the 6th February. I appreciate very much 
the promptness with which you have so kindly replied to me. 

Yours Sincerectly, 


* • 




Tej Bahaduı Sapru. 
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lOth December, 1944. 


My dear Jinnah, 

As you may be aware, the Standing Committee of the Non-Party Conference 
met at Delhi on the 18th and 19th of November last, and passed a resolution, in accor- 
dance with whıch 1 made a statement at a Press Conference on the 19th of November, 
1944. I am enclosing herewith a printed copy of the resolution and a summary of my state¬ 
ment. Accordingiy, a Committee has been appointed and the names of its members have 
appeared in the press. It will soon begin to function. 

The main function of the Committee is cxploratory. It will endeavour, by pcr- 
sonal contacts and othenvjse, to ascertain the view.s of the main political parties in regard 
to the basis of the future Constitution of India. It wıll study carefully the full implications 
of the proposals of the Müslim League in regard to Pakistan as well as the full import 
of the proposals made by Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. C. Rajagopalachari during the recent 
Gandhi—Jinnah talks. İt will study wıth no less çare the demand of the Hindu Mahasabha, 
of the Sıkhs, of the Schedulcd Clas.ses and other important boriies. The Committee hopes 
that by a thorough and unbıased examination of these conflıcting vievvs, ıt may find it possible 
to make concrete suggestions which may pave the way for solution of the present con- 
İroversıes. 


I am, therefore, eamestly approaching you, on behalf of the Committee and on 
my own behalf, to enquire if you wıll kindly aİlow me and one or two other members of 
the Committee to see you in order to obtain clarifîcation on the practical aspects of the 
problem. I shall, therefore, be much obîiged if you wouJd kindly fix two alternative dates 
that may süit you and also let me know the place where we can mcet you. 


Yours Sıncerely. 
Tej Bahadur Sapru 


I4th December, 1944 


My dear Sapru, 

I am in receJpt of ynur Ictter dated December lOth, enclosing therein a prmted 
copy of tlıe resolution passed by the Standing Committee on the ]8th and 19th of November 
last, and also a summary of your statement at the Press Conference of the I9th ultimo, 
and f thank you for them 

I regret to say that I cannot rccognize the Non-Party Conference or ıls Standing 
Committee, and ıt rollows therefore, thaı I cannot recognize the Committee rccently ap¬ 
pointed by the Standing Committee of the Non-Party Conference for the purpose and the 
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manner in which you propose to proceed and dealt with the preseni political situation. 
My views about your Non-Party are already weU-known to you and the public. In these 
ciıcumstances, I am unable to comply with the request contained in your letter. 

HoweveT, I hope that you will undcrstand that I do not mean any discourtesy 
to you personally, and that had you desired to meet me otherwjse than on behalf of the 
Non-Party Conference or the Committee referred to in your letter, I would have been 
glad to see you. 


Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 




* * 


17th December, 1944. 


My dear Jinnah, 

This is simply to acknotvledge your letter of the 14th of December, which I re- 
ceived yesterday (16) evening. One day prior to the receipt of your letter, i.e., on the ISth, 
I had heard from some press correspondents here that my letter and your letter only co- 
ûrmed what I had heard already before its arrival. 

l note that you are unable to see me on behalf of tlıe Non-Party Conference 
or the Committee which has been appointed hy it. 

I prcsume you will havc no objcction to my issuing this letter to the press. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Tej Rahadur Sapru 


* 


* 


* 


SHAHEED ıSUHRAWARDY 


Toofan Eapress, 

En route to Calcutta, 
July 2, 1945. 


Dear Sir, 

As I travel back to Calcutta one or two ıdeas occur to me which I venture to pass 
on to you for what they are worth. 
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If Congress sticks to its position that the League cannot be aUowed to nominale 
the full Müslim quota because there are MusJims outside the League, why not let the issue 
be decided by a convention of ali the Müslim members of the Central and Provincial Legis- 
latııres? Such a demand should be inrefutable bceause ihe Wavell Plan gives a parity of seats 
to Müslim as such and Muslims also shold havc the right to (1) decide how these are to 
be lîlled, and (2) who should fiil them. If the Lcague’s daim to settie these questions as the 
only representative body of Muslims is contested, who can contest the right of the elected 
representativcs of the Muslims, for whom a quota is earmaked in the Executive Council, 
to speak with authority on these issues 7 

As to the method of holding such a convention, if it is difScult to cali together 
800 people in one place, each province can cali together the provincial Legislators at the 
Provincial headquarters and their opinions on given questions recorded. Thereafter, ali 
the "votes" can be sent to the Viceroy who would collate the result and find out for which 
point of view or for which men the majority of the whole body of legislators tcJcen as one 
has voted. 

The questions at issue are all-India oncs and therefore the vote-coımt must be 
on an all-India basis and not province by province. 

As regards the questions to be referred to such a vote, these may be either: 

(a) Should the Müslim League alone nominatc personnel to the E.C.; or 

(bj Which particular individuals out of a list composed of names submitted 
by Congress, Müslim League ete., should be included in the E.C, The first 
scems much more preferable, because such a convention would be in the 
nature of a plebiscite and only principles are decided by a plebiscite and it 
is not a means of choosing personnel. Iıı either case, however, we should 
wirı. 


One olher altematıve seems to be to hold general elections and then meet again 
to dıscuss the plan in the light of the verdict given by the eleetorates, particularly Müslim 
eleftorates. The Congress can put up its ovvn candidates for the Müslim seats, as it daims 
to lepresent Muslims al.so, and their fate would effectively ansvver the question whether 
this daim should bt; entertamed. 


Whichever of the above allematives are accepted, the Conference would havc to 
adjourn sine die. Thty may say it would involve dclay, but impatient haste in deciding 
such vititJ matters affeeting the future of a people like the Muslims would be criminal. 

The above suggestions are only for consideration in the event of preseni talka 
on olher lines and other bases faibng. Whoever rejects such a plan to settie matters at 
issue by a broadba.sed referandum tvould put himself inunedJately in the wrong. 
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Forgive me for this long infliction, but I thought there might .be some thing in 
these ideas which had occurred to me. 

Wıth my very best regards. 


* * • 

BEGÜM SHAH NAWAZ 


Yours sincerely, 
Shaheed. 


October, 1945. 

“After reading your Clarion cali to Muslims to rally lound the Müslim League 
banner at this cntical juncture in the history of Müslim India, I venture to place my Services 
at your disposal and Tequest you to be so kind as to remove the ban imposed on me in 1941. 
May 1 be permittcd to serve the Müslim League as your humble sold'er, as I have already 
explained to you at length the circumstances that wcre responsible for my commıtting 
the blunder of 1941.1 have tendercd my apology in person. T would hke to assure you önce 
again that in future I shall consider it my proud privilege to carry out the orders of my 
leader to the best of my ability and shall serve the orgamsation that I love wholeheartedly 
and faithfully. 

Quaid-i-Azam’s reply— 

“I accept your explanation and assurances and appreciate the spirit of your letter. 
1 therefore, as reqnested by you in the circumstances shall remove the ban which was imposed 
on you in 1941, for five years disquaiifying you for membership of the Müslim League and 
I do hope you will serve selflessly and loyally the Müslim League and our nation for the 
achievcment of Pakistan. 


♦ ♦ • 

SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 


November 13, 1946. 


Dcar Sır, 


On November 11, hearing the disturbances and destruction of life and property 
that werc going on in the area between Ghaziabad and Hapur, 1 visited the area accom- 
panied by Miss Mirdula Sarabhai and some othcr friends. There were some very regrettable 
tuuching scenes, into the detaıls of which I shall not go. We went into the villages of Dasna 
and Mussone, vrhıch were predominantly Müslim 'vvith a rew Hindu inhabitants. 
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The poUce tried to prevent us from going there, telling us that if wc went there we 
would be kiUed. Ali the same we went in on our own responsibility. On going into tlıe village 
we found that the great majority of the Muslîms had colleeted ali the Hindus in one placc 
and were giving them full proteetion. They had also talcen the Hindu vvomen together with 
their own wonıenrolk, to places of safety. 

I talked to one of them, wlıo said that in spıte of the ruthiess destruetion of their 
lives and property in ali areas around, they were going to protect the lives, honour and 
property of the minority amongst them, becausethis was the instruetion from the Quaid-i- 
Azam. 


The local Müslim population said that they knew that the barbarities vvere not 
committed by the local people, but by pilgrims from outsıde, mainly from Rohtak and 
Hissar, incited by the R.S.S. and other communalisfs. 

I would request you to ıssue fıequent appeals and send Müslim League vvorkers 
into the area prcdominantly Müslim to take the responsibility of proteeting the life, honour 
and property of the minority. 1 am also making a similar appeal to the Congress to send 
prominent workers to areas that are prcdominantly Hindu, to take the responsibility of 
proteeting tlıe lives, honour and property of the Müslim minority. 


Yours Sincerely, 
Shah Nawaz Khan 




November 14, 1946. 


Deaı Sir, 


I am in receıpt of your letter of November 13, 1946, and I thank you for the In¬ 
formation and aılvjcc you have given mc- 


Yours Sincerely, 


M. A. Jinnah 



SHAMSUL HASSAN 


Bombay 

14th December, 1929. 


Dear Mr. Shamsul Hassan, 

I am in receipt of your letter of 4th December. I am sorry to hear that Dr. Kitchlevv 
does not attend to the affairs of the League. I think that if he cannot do his work it is but 
right that he should resign. You may see him on the subject and do the best you can. 
As regards the future, I think it is not necessaıy for the AU India Müslim League to meet 
just at presejıt. I shall be in Delhi probably on or before the 20th January and we can 
consider then what steps, if nccessary, shoud be taken. 


• « • 

SHIA POLmCAL CONFERENCE 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


July 25, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

In view of your letter addressed to S. Sakhi Husain of Amroha published in the 
Press and your reference to the Shia Community in your speech at Sıalkot, 1 was required by 
the last meetıng of the WuTking Commitlee of the All-India Shia Political Conference 
to approach you and to rcquest you to clucidate and define the status of the Shias ın the 
seheme of Pakistan, as proposed by the Mutlim League. The necessity for this step has 
been felt because of the follovving among other circumstances- 

Several attempts have been made to propose from the Müslim League platform 
that the Government in the Pakistan should be modellcd on the Jines of the Government 
that prcvailed, in Arabia just after the Prophel’s death, (i.e. Hukumul lllahıya). Although 
it is realised that ıt is not possiblc to put the clock back by so many years, yet it is feared that 
this may be an attempt to curtail the freedom of rcligious rights and observance which has 
been enjoyed by the Shia heretofore, 

(b) During eleetions for Müslim scats, it is a very common expcricnce of a Shia 
candidate, whenever he is pıtched against a Sünni candidate, to ünd that appeal is made 
to the rcligıous fanatkısm of the majonty of voters, and a Shia is defeated merely because 
he is a Shia. It ıs a common practıce on such occasion to allege that .a Shia, because of cer- 
tain peculiarities of his articles of faith, is not a Müslim at ali, and as such not entitled 
to Üıeir votes. 
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(c) The bitter experience which the Shias had durJng the regime of the Congress 
in U.P. of the two Congress Müslim Ministers makes them unwilling to trust themselves 
in future, to similar type of Mushm Ministers. They are afraid that aJthough in Pakistan 
Provinces there wıll be no Congress Ministcncs, yet the men who will form the Cabınet 
ınay be of the same class and type. 

(b) The Shıa Polilical Conference gives considerable importance to its creed 
of complete independence for India and desires to carry on the stnıggle for it side by side 
with other political bodies in the country whıch have the same creed. The Shias are con- 
vinced that with the freedom of the country Pakistan will also be automatically achieved 
if majority of the Mussalmans so desirc. 

Although I have no final authority on behalf of the Shias generally, I feel that 
if the Müslim League gjvcs them (he follovvıng assurances they will feel perfectly satisfied. 

(1) That there will be no encroachement on their religious freedom and obser- 
vances in Pakistan, and no innovations vvhich will hurt their religious susceptıbılities wıll 
be inflictcd. 

(2) That durıng elcctıons there should be no propaganda directly against the 
religious bclit-fs or practices of a Shıa, and ıf there is anysuch propaganda then irrespeetive 
of the proof whethcr it has affectcd the rosult of the elcctıon or not, the eleetion will be set 
aside at the instance of the Shıa candidate. İt may be necessary, to give a guarantec that the 
elcctıon rules wiJI be amended to give effect to this assurance. 

(3) That the Shias should be guarantecd sufficient number of seats in the Minis- 
(ries, Legislatuıes, and ali the eleeted bodies, as wcllasto ali Judicial and Executivc posts 
which should be a definite pioportıon of the Muslims who are appointed to these places. 
The proporlion must nccessarily vary in dilîerent Provinces, and vvill have to be fixed 
in consultatlon, wıth the representatives of the Shias in these Provinces. 

(4) That the Müslim League, while fighting for Pakistan, will srtuggle for the 
independence of the country as a \vhole, and should be tvilhng to settie its differences with 
other pohtıcdl paıties, m order that the movement for the freedom of the country may 
not be jeopardısed. It should be reahsed that insistcnce on the attainment of Pakistan lirst, 
is lıkely to delay considerably both Pakistan and independence. 

I may mcıition ın the end according to me these are the most important puints 
v/hıch have so lar k:pt the Shia Political Conference and the m^ority of the Shias outside 
the Muslini League. 1 hepe that as soon as a satısfactory understanding is arrived at on these 
(]uestjons there will probably he no dıfiiculty lelt in two bodies working in harmonv with 
each other, 

Yours Sin(»rely, 

Ali Zaheer. 

President, 

All-India Shia Political Conference. 



Malabar Hili, 
Bombay, 

31st August, 1944. 


Dear Sir, 


I am in receipt of your letter of July 2Sth, and I regret I cannot discuss the points 
raised by you through and by means of correspondencc. I enclose hercith a copy of a Press 
report of my intervJew with a deputation of the Shias of the Punjab dated March 20th for 
your infonnatioH. I am confident that the majority of Shias are with the Müslim League 
and such of them as are stili outside the League under some şort of misapprehension, 
are, in my opinion unwise in not joining the Müslim League without any reservation 
in the interests of the Shia's as well as of Müslim India generally. The Müslim League stands 
for justice and faiıplay, and will always stand for these fundamental principles, and there 
is no need for the Shias to think that they will not be justly treated by the All-India Müslim 
League. I think it is a great disservice to the Müslim cause to create any kind of division 
between the Mussalmans of India, and I do not see any real cause or occasion for it. Our 
organisation is now in a position to meet out justice to every individual and recognise 
the merits vvherever wc have any voice or power to do so and as time goes on it w]ll grow 
more and more in that direction. The Müslim League cannot recognise any other political 
organisation. Besides, most of the points that you have raised are matters for the Mus- 
salınans themselves to deal with internally and some of them are totally irrclevant and are 
raised under a misapprehension and not in accordance with facts. 


Yours faithfully, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


« * 


* 


Telegram dated 3rd October, 1945 fron the Secretary of the Shia Conference, Lncfcnov 

"Our invitation for the Shia Ail-Party Conference is issued. Leaders' presence 
urgcntly necded. Wire consent —Sajjad Ali Khan.” 

♦ * • 


Qnald-e-Azam’s reply— 

“Your telegram. The organisers of the Shia Conference, I regret to say, are mis- 
guided and misled by our enemies. My advıce to every Shia is to join the Müslim League 
unreservedly at this critical juneture. The other course is harmful generally to the Muslims 
of India and even more detrimental to the Shia interests. ” 
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“The Musl,m Lcagüc and I have ınade it cJear rcpeatedly that We stand for justice 
and fairplay towards cvery sect of Mussalmans and non-Muslım mınontıes. The Müslim 
League is already plcdged to its Basic princıple of frecdom for ali rcligıons and sects. The 
Müslim League vvili never interfere with the faith and belief of any sect amongst Musssal- 
mans or non-MusIims and minorities. On the contrary, the Cardinal and fundamental prin- 
ciples of Ihe Müslim League laid down in Ihe Lahore resolutions of March 1940, in 
cicar terms, provides for e/feetive safeguards and Ihc proteetion ol minorities and thcir 
religious rights of freedom. An overwhelming major»ty of Shias are with the League and 
legitimate grievances, if any, are a matfer of our ovvn ıntenıal concern, and can be dealt 
vvithın our fold by the All-Indıa Müslim League M. A. Jınnah. 

♦ * * 

THARIANI, A. M. 


5th March, 1945. 


Dear Mr. Tharianı, 

I ant sorry I was not able to see you before leaving foı Delhi, but 1 note the ehange 
you havc made in the tıtle of the “Vatan”. İt is stili not clear, and whıle I wish your paper 
ali succcss, I wouId requcst you lo ;nake ıt quıte clear that neither the Müslim League nor 
1 havc anything so do 'vlth the nıanagement, cuntrol, and theconductof the paper. I also 
note on >üur Icttcr-papcr “Press Telcgram: League Pıcss”. This is likely to convey the 
impression that yonr Press belongs to the Müslim League. I have no objeetion to your 
using aiıywhi're by itself scparately “Founder: Qaid-e-Azam M. A. Jinnah” but beyond 
that you nınst not dırettiy or indırcctly convey to the public that the "Vatan” belongs to the 
Müslim League or that the League or nyself have any control of it directly or indirectiy. 

Yüurs sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


♦ * • 

H. TRUMAN 

Telegram dated Oecember 8, 1947. 

At this iiour whcn the Müslim woıld has received a terrible shock ovvıng to the 
most unlortunate dec.sıon of the United Nations Organization to enforce prtition of Pales- 
tıne, I w luld l;ke to address to you, Mr, President, this personal appeal. 

2. rhc decision is lUtra vıres of ıhe United Nations Charter and basically wrong 
and invalid in law. 
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3. Morally it ıs untenablc, Politicaliy, historically, geographically and practically 
it would be impossıble to enforce partition againt the United resistance of the Arabs who 
have the fuli sympathy and support of över thrce hundred mıllion Mussalmans and many 
non-Muslim couııtries and not only thcse who votcd against UNO decision. 

4. In the long run ıt will and must fjil. The very people for whose bcnefit this 
decision is taken the Jews, who have alrcady suffered terribly fronı Nazı persccution— 
will 1 greafly fcar, suffer most ıf this unjust coursc is pursued. Moreover Ihe decision pre- 
sents a grcat dangcr to vvorld peace. 

5. May I thereforc, at this eleventh hour, appeal to you and through you to the 
great and pûwerful American nation, ıvhich has always stocd for justice, to uphold the 
rights of the Arab race. The Government and the people of America can yet save this 
dangcrous situation by giv ing a correct İcad and thus avoid the gravest conscqucnccs and 
repercussions. 

6. May I, Mr. President, with your permıssion, relcase this telegram to the 

press. 


M. A. Jınnah, 
Governor General of Pakistan. 


• * 


* 


Reply dated 28ıb Januaıy, 1948. 

“I appreciated greatly your message of December 8, 1947, and welcomc the spirit 
in which it vvas sent. Such exchangc of views arc always helpful m the developıncnt of mutual 
understandıng. I am sure that we have a coınmon purpose in the maintenance of world 
peace on the basıs of the principles incorporated in the Charter of the United Nations. 

“Even with thcse common objcetives it ıs only natural that dilferences ın vıews 
will from time to time arıse and it is only by frank and öpen discussion that thesc differences 
may be resolved. I have therefor'' ınstructed our Charge to dıscuss wıth you at some length 
the basis of United States polıcy on Palestine, I hope that ıhis discussion vvıll help to make 
the United States position clear and will servc to promote better understanding betvveen 
our fwo countries.” 


H. Truman. 
President 
United States of America. 
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VITHALBHAI J. PATEL 


in 1929 Vithalbhai Patel, as President of the Indian Legislative Assembly, appro- 
ched Lord Irwin and imprcssed upon him the need of calling a Round Table Conference. 
Irwin showed his wilJingness to pursue the idea, provided he was assured of the support 
of the most of the responsible leaders. He opened conversations with Sapm and Jinnah on 
one side, and wıth Motilal and Gandhi on the other. Vithalbhai acted as the intermediary. 
On 31 st October, 1929, Irwin made the press announcement indicating that befofe the 
Report of Simon Commission was presented, a conference should be set up in which His 
Majesty's Government should meet Indian representatives to seek greatest possible mea- 
surement of agreement on the proposals, later, to be submıtted to Parliament. A group of 
politicians inciuding Gandhi and members of the Congress AVorkıng Committee, on the 
one hand and Jinnah and Malaviya on the other, met at Delhi early in November to con- 
sider the Viceroy’s declaration. A joint manifesto was issued, welcoming on the whole 
the issuc of the British Government to palacate Indian opinion. 

Mr. Jinnah and Vithalbhai Patel had a long talk with Mr. Gandhi on 30th Novem¬ 
ber, 1929, at the Sabarmati Ashram and it was settied that the leaders should meet the 
Viceroy on 23rd December. Followmg letters belween Vithalbhai and Irwin give the back- 
ground- - 


20, Akbar Road, 

New Delhi, 

llth December, 1929. 


My dear Lord Irwin. 

A-, 1 am anxious that I should not be misunderstood, I write thıs to Your Excel- 
leney on a maıter on whıeh I feel my silence might cause some misunderstanding. 

You are alrejdy awarc that I and Mr. Jinnah had a long talk with Gandhi on the 
30th of November last, at the Sabarmati Ashram. That meeting was brought about by 
mc at the desırc nf Mr. Jinnah. It was settied at the meeting that Gandhi, Motilal, Sapru, 
and ıııyscir should meet yoa at the Viceregal I.odge, Delhi, on the 23ıd of December, that 
Gandlıi should wrıte to Motilal to agree to the arrangement and on hearing from Gandhi 
that Motilal has so agreed, I should address a letter requestjng Your Excellency to send out 
formal invitations to ali of us. 

Gandhi now writes lo me that he has received a telegram from Motilal in reply to 
his letter that he (Motilal) has already received and accepted an invitation from Your 
Excellency to meet you on the 23rd of December, and that the idea is to discuss the Congress 
point of view with \our Excellrııcy >vith Congressmen alone. In these circumstances, 
Gandhi adds that iı was vvholly unnecessary for me to move in the matter. On receipt of 
this letter, 1 at önce sent a copy of it to Mr. Jinnah and informed him that the arrangement 
had failen through. 
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I cannot help feeling that the plan we had arranged at thc Sabramati Ashram would 
have been more effective and in any case, I wish you had invited Gandhi simultaneously 
with Motilal. 


Yours Sincerely, 
V. J. Patel. 


• • 


« 


The Viceroy’s House, 
New Delhi, 

16th December, 1929. 


Dear Mr. Patel, 

His Excellency desires me to communicatc to you the following message from 

him: 


“I have just receıved your Ictter dated thc 1 İth lustant. I am mystıfied by passage 
therein saying that Motilal aiready rereivcd and accepted invitation from me to come 
and see me on December 23rd, and that the idea is for me to discuss matters wıth Congress* 
men alone. This is entirely at variance with position as I know it. This vvas eaplained in a 
letter I wrote to Sapru on December 3rd, repeatıng what I had said to Jinnah in Bombay 
to the effect that I should be glad to meet Gandhi, Jinnah, Motilal and Sapnı in Delhi 
if they desired. I added that in view of events both in England and here it would help me 
greatly if the suggeslion of such a meeting could come from those desiring to see me. In course 
of (a) letter to you despatched (on the) 14th of December, from Madras I mentioned that 
I had (a) letter from Jinnah last week saying that you might be wrlting to me about (the) 
posfibility of my seemg Gandhi, yourself and others and I added that of course I 
was alwayB ready to see any of the leaders who might express (a) desire to see me. I also 
mentioned my intention, if (the) meeting took placc of making some şort of announoement 
to the elfect that intimatiun had been made to me vvhile on tour that Gandhi. Motilal, 
Sapru and Jinnah would be glad of (an) opportunity of placing me in possession of their 
views and that I had accordingiy invited them to meeting. Tendencious report recently 
appearing in Press that I was calling a Conference of Congress Leaders wıll render some 
such stateroent essential, and what I propose takes account of difficulties on both sides. In 
view of (the) importance of clearing (the) misunderstanding, I should be grateful if you 
would take steps (o clear the situation with Motilal and let me know how the misunder¬ 
standing has arisen. I am communicating m sense (of?) this telegram with (to) Jinnah." 

Yours Sincerely, 
Gıiffin. 

« • ■ 
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However, the meeting at the Viceregal Lodge, Delhi took pUoe on 23rd Decem- 
ber, buf cnded in ’a deadlock as a result of the intrigues of the two Nehnıs and ^ndhi. 
The circumstanccs are narrated in details by G I. Patei ın Vıthalbhai PateJ-Lıfe and Times 
—wJth a foTeword by M.C. Chagia. The fo/tovvjng extract sums up the sıtuafjon;— 


“VjthaJbhai had suececded in bringıng Jinnah and Gandhı together at Sabarmati, 
where they had cvolved the greatest common measuro of agreement to be discus.sed with 
Irwin. The Viceroy on his part had preferred to mcet Gandhiji, MotiIaJ, Jinnah, Sapm 
and Vithalbhai together. Vithalbhai vvas entursted with the work of fİKİng up the arrangement. 
But the wholc move vvas threatencd from an ıınexpected quarter. Somehovv hfutilal got 
the impression that he alone vv^as to mecf frwîn and acqııaınt him vvith the Gongress vievv* 
point, It was oniy a pcrsonal talk bctvveen NfotiJalJı and Vithabhai, and the tact of Sapru 
that ultimatcly clcarcd up the mısunderstandng. And it appcared for a moment that things 
might be ali right in the end. 


The mtervievv vvas to take place on the 23rd of December, 1929, vvhen the Viceroy 
vvas seheduled to retunı to Delhi after his protraeted tour in South India. During the interval 
much vvater had flovvn dovvn the Ganges. Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru, the President-desıgnate 
of the Congress, vvas dehnitely against any settlemcnt such as vvas visualised by Motilaljı 
hınıself, unless the Government vvere prepared to release every political prisoner and to 
givc irrcvocablc plcdgc that Dominion Status vvould be granted at önce. Motilalji vvas 
conciliatory in the mcetıng of leaders at Allahabad, and so vvas Gandhiji. As President 
of the All-India Fc-deration ol Trades Union at Nagpur, Javvaharlal dcelarod his revolt, about 
ihc mıddle of December, agamst the pos.sıbılity of any settlement by negotiations. İt vvas 
apparent from the aılıtudc takea up by hım, vvhich vvas backed up by all the younger and 
the morc radîcal elements İp. the ^oaııtry, that a splıt vvas inevitable in the Congress ranks. 
Could Motilaljı face such a situatıun? It vvas by no means easy for him to do so, as ia that 
event he had not only to fight his ovvm son, but also all the radical elements in the Congress. 
On his return from Nagpur, Javvaharlal prepared his speech for the Lahore Congress, 
and he shovved it to Motilalji. Hovv Motilljı rcacted to it at the time has not been knovvn, 
but it appcars that, lor ,ıll practical pnrposcs, a defiiıite change took place in his attıtude 
from <hat moment. He vvas of course ın close touch vvıth Gandhiji and ıt vvas evident that they 
had come to a clear decision about vvhat they should do al the Viceroy’s interview, on the 
23rd of December. The conchısions vvhich they had reachcd vvere trcated as a close secret 
and vvere not communıcated to Vithalbhai or to Sapru or to Jinnah, all of vvhom vvere 
there, m Delhi, on the 23rd, for the intervievv. 


Trwin returned to Delhi, as arranged, on the 23rd momıng, Although a oastardly 
attempt vvas mad» on that day to borab the V'ceroy’s tram by some fanatics near Delhi, 
Irwin w ho had esi aped death, as ıf, by a mıracle, proceeded unraoved to the Viceregal Lodge, 
received the leaders and vvas prepared for the intervievv. lrwin vvas enthusiastic about ita 
ovıtcome, and in anticıpation had even prepared a lıst of certaın political prisoners who 
vvere to be ımraediately released. Unfortunately, hovvever, Gandhiji declarcd, at the very 
outset, that unless the Viceroy vvas prepared to gıvc a pledge that the Round Tablc Con- 
ference vvould recommend nothing short of fuU Dominion Status, and to assure him that 
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the said pledge would be honoured by the British Government, he did not see any useful 
purpose in canyıng on any further talks. Irwin was dumb-founded at this bolt from the blue. 
Vithalbhai, Sapru and Jinnah also were stunned at this sudden and, at the same time, 
inexplicable change in the attitude taken up by Gandhiji and Motılalji. Immediately it 
became clear that both Gandhiji and Motiialji had corne pıepared to give a short shnft 
to the interview. 

A great opportunity for a settlement by negotiations was thus lost önce again. 
One wondcrs why Gandhiji and Motiialji had ever entertained any proposal for an in- 
tervicw if they were not prepared to discuss the matter unless an understanding was g'ven, 
at the very oııtsct, by Irwin himself who obvıously did not have the power of committing 
the British Parliament in advance. He could only make some recommendations, and the 
chances were that the British statesmen concerned would have preferrcd being guided by the 
conciusion of the man on the spot. The real beneficiary of this disastrous result was Pandit 
Jawahlal Nehru inasmuch as he could now ciaım lo be the President of an undıvided Congress. 
Gandhiji and Motiialji had their personaJ prestige and popularity enhanccd. Vithalbhai 
alone found himself m a very embarrassmg position at the sudden turn which the cvents 
had taken. Ali his eiforts to bring the İcaders and the Viceroy together, with a vıew to 
reaching a political settlement ın the country dashed ignominiously to the ground. If he 
had initiated this move, he had aso kept the leaders concerned informed of ali the deve- 
lopments from time to time. But Motiialji and Gandhiji, whı> had acquicsccd in it, did not 
çare to take him into confidcnce when thev changed their attitude, and thought it fit to 
torpedo that well-laid plan without so much as a thought for vvhat the engincer of that 
plan might feci.” 

* • * 


20, Akbar Road, 

New Delhi, 

lOth December, 1929. 

My dear Jinnah, 

1 have rcceived Mahatmajı’s leıter from Wardha in vvhich he says that Motiialji 
wires to him that he has already recicved and also acccptcd mvitation from the Viceroy to 
meet him on the 2.Jrd. Gandhiji further says that it was under the circumstances unnecessary 
for us to move any further in the matter. He has given his reasons for this view in his letter 
a copy of vvhich I enelose herevvith to avoid any misunderstanding. 

I stili think our plan was much betler. Tn any case, T cannot admire the wisdom 
of Lord Invin m inviting Motiialji svithout simultaneously invitmg Gandhiji. I only hope 
the meeting wıll bring the Congress and the Government nearer. 


Yours Sincerely, 
V. J. Patcl. 

« • • 
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Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HdU. 

Bombay, 

14th Decembcr, 1929. 


Dear Mr. Patel, 

I rcceıved your letter vvith thc enclosure. Many thanks. I think it is just as well 
that MotiJal is going to see His Excellency on thc 21rd of December, by himself. Thefe 
are many reasons why I say so, although the other course would perhaps have bcen far 
more advatageous and more effectıve. irowever, Ict us wait and see. 


Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* • 


20, Akbar Road, 

New Delhi, 

18th December, 1929. 


My dear Jmnah, 

Motilal saw mc today and etpIaincd how misunderstanding had arisen. The 
accompanying copy of the telegram which I have today sent to His Excellency speaks for 
ilself. You will thus see that our orıginal arrangement stands and the Viceroy will in a 
day or tWü send out lelcgraphit inviıation.s to five of us. You must, therefore, hold your- 
self in readmess to be here on the 22nd. Gandhi, Motilal and Sapru wil also be here on the 
22nd. More when we meet. 


Yours Sincerely, 
V. J. Patel. 


* * * 

Telegram dated iStlı December, 1929 from Vitbalbhai Patel to Lord İmin. 

Seen Motilal who says he has seen your lettcr of third December to Sapru but 
Sapru’s lîrst suggcstion to you to meet Motilal was the result of conversation between 
Sapru and Motda) in course of whıch Motilal acepeted Sapru's advice to dıscuss Congress 
point of view wilh you if invited by you Stop On receıpt of your rtpIy Sapru phoned to 
him at Lucknow that you should be glad to see him on 15th of November and that Motilal 
was to treat your letter to Sapru as an invitation Stop Sapru informed you that Motilal 
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was unable to get av'ay from Lucknow to meet you on 15th at Lucknow saying that you 
hoped to meet him on 23rd of December Stop There was no mendon of any other person 
seeing you with Modlal and he remained under the impfession that he alone would do 
so Stop. He suggested to Sapm on Monday last that Gandhi may be invited to meet you 
wjth him and Sapru agreeing wrote and vvired to you yesterday to that elfect Stop Sapm 
saw Motilal yesterday just before latter left AUahabad and said nothing to remove Motiial’s 
impression Stop Motilal believes that Sapm himself thought that you wiU meet him and 
Gandhi separately from Sapm and Jinnah Stop He therefore conciuded that you intended 
to discuss Congress point of view with İtim and Gandhi alone Stop He regrets misunder- 
standing and says he has no objection if you also invite Sapm, Jinnah and President Patel 
to meet you at the same hour on the 23rd but does not wish it to be undeTstood that the 
idea of intervıewing you origınated ıvithhimbut that on Sapm’s suggestion he agreed to do 
so if invited Stop. In view of ali this I ıvould adviseyou to send telegraphic invıtation to 
ali accordingiy Stop Gandhi observe silence on 23Td but he would break it at three o‘clock 
Stop I therefore suggest that meeting should be after that hour Stop He is at Wardha and 
arrives here on 22nd Stop Motilal will be in Lahore çare of Congress Stop With regard 
to proposed announcement I suggest the following draft with the approval of Motilal—His 
Eacelency havıng received intimation whilst on tour that Gandhi, Motilal, Jinnah and Pre- 
sident Patel ıvould be glad if invited to meet him and place him in possession of their views 
on the announcement regardıng the proposed conferenoe in London has accordingiy invi- 
teJ them to a mcetıng at Viceroy’s House, New Delhi on the 23rd of December Stop Moti¬ 
lal has seen his tclegram." 


V. J. Patel 

* « * 

vvavell, lord 

Telcgıara dated Jöne 14, 1945. from Lord WaTelI to Mr. M. A. Jimıah 

I hope you have heard my broadcast this evening. The test and that of the Secfe- 
lary of State’s sımultaneous announcement in Parliament will appear in newspapers tomor- 
row. 1 hope you wıll agree to attend the conference which i have proposed. I have suggested 
11 a.m. on June 25, at Viceregal Lodge, Sımla, forfirstmeetings. İf you accept my invıtation 
I should weIcome a discussion with you before opening conference and suggest subject^to 
your convenience 5 p.m. on June 24, at Viceregal Lodge, Simla. 1 have had accommodation 
reserved for you at Cecil Hotel ın tbe hope that you will accept. 

• • • 

Telegram dated Jöne 15, 1945 from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to IIis Ezcellency Lord Wavell 

Your invıtation of I4th. Shall be glad to meet you on 24th for discussion but as 
regards your proposals particularly conference, it requires clariScations vvhıch I hope 
wıll be available ın our meeting of 24th. This will enable me consult my Working Committee 
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ia the light of such darlfications and decide upon our course of action. May I reque8t you 
therefore to postpone date of conference for a fortnight as time fixed is too short for meeting 
Working Committee members ali över ladia. I leciprocate your appeal for co-operation 
and goodwill and hop» that the Müslim League wıll make its contribution to any just and 
reasonable interim provisional settlement. Please reply. 


Viceroy’s telegram dated İ6tb Jane, 1945 to Mı. M. A.. Jimtah: 

1 have now received your telegram to me of 1 Sth June. I am grateful for your as- 
surance of co-operation. My broadcast was very simplc statement of the proposals and my 
intention is to deal at the conference itself with any points Tcquirıng clarifîcation. I do 
not think it advisable to enter into detailed discussions before the conference meets. I 
'tvould, therefore, prefer to adhere to date for opening of conference on 2Sth and hope 
that you will attend. Perhaps you could arrange for your Committee to meet in Simla. 
1 shall look fortvard to secin g you on 24th. As your telegram has bcen published 1 am sending 
this to press. 


Mr. Jinnah’s reply to the Viceroy: 

Received your telegram of 16th. I note your intention is to deal at the con- 
ference itself with any point rcquiring clarifîcation. It, therefore, follows that tül we have 
a complete picture of your proposals, as details wouId he no less vital than the fundamentaJs, 
we shall not be able to deal wıth them. Until I know full details of the seheme and am in 
a position to place the entire seheme before my Workmg Committee. it will serve no use- 
fiıl purpose to convene the meeting. 

Further I hope that you will understand that calling Working Committee meeting 
al Simla as suggested by you on or before 25th is fraught with difhculties. First, they wıll 
be kept waiıing ındeAnitey tili the conference conciudes. Second, it would not be easy for 
me to make arrangements for their suitable accommodation and travel from various provin- 
ces ıvithin the ^hort time availahle. However, after my meeting you on 24th for discussion 
as suggested by you I may be in a betler position to understand the situation and arrange 
things accordingiy. 


• * 




June 29tlı, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Jinnalı, 

The füllowtng is the action which His Excellency would like you to take, if, after 
consultatioB wi[h your Workmg Committee, you are are able to acoept the suggestion 
he made at chis moming's meeting of the conference: 
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(1) To preparc and send him a list giving the names of members of the Müslim 
League, who in your opinion could suitably be inciuded in the proposed Eaecutive Council. 
The number of names in this list should be not less than eight or more than twelve. 

(2) If you think you can usefully suggest, l'or possible inclusions in the Eaecutive 
Council, the names of persons of any community, who are not members of the Müslim 
League, you are at liberty to add them to your list, keeping them dıstinct from the names 
of Müslim League members. 

His Excellency hopes he made it clear this morning that this is entırely optıonal. 

His Excellency’s ıntention is to scnıtinise the lists sent to him and to see whether 
from tlıem and possibly from additional names of his own, he can, on papor, form an Exe- 
cutive Council, lıkely to be acceptable to the parties and to His Majesty’s Government. 
If so, he will consult leaders ınciuding yourself and thereafter decide ıvhether it is woıth 
whıle making definite proposals to the Conference. 

Yours sincerely, 

Evan Jenkins 
P.S.V. 

* * 

7th July, 1945 

Dear Lord Wavell, 

I placed before my Workıng Committee the suggestion made by Your Excellency 
at the last moeting of the conforeuce and to me by your Private Secretary in his letter com- 
municated on the 29th June. The Working Committee after careful consideration desire me 
to convey to you their vievvs which are: 

(I) With regard to your suggestion for submitting a panel of names of the mem¬ 
bers of the Müslim League for inclusion in the proposed Executive Council, the Working 
Committee desires tu poini out that when a simılar proposal was made by Your Excel- 
lency’s predecessor, Lord Linlithgow, m conneetion with his offer of August, 1940, the Work- 
ing Committee opposed it and, when its objeetions were brought to the notice of Lord 
Linlithgow, he dropped the proposal and suggested another alteniative in his letter dated 
the 25th of September, 1940, addressed to the President of Ihe All-India Müslim League, 
an extract from which is given beIow; 

“I appreciate, hovvever, the difficulties nhıch you made it clear to me, confronted 
you in conneetion with the formulation of the panel whıch I had earlıer suggested to you; 
and in the light of out discussion t am content that the selection of representalıves, whıle 
cestmg with the Goveruor-General should be based m the case of the Müslim League (and, 
should they so desire, of the other paıties to bo represented in my Council) not on a panel 
formally submitted, but on confidential discussion between the leader of the party con- 
cemed and myself.’' 
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This altemative was acceptable to the Müslim League. The Working Committee 
is of the opinion that the procedure settied on the previous occasions should be roUowed 
in the prcsent casc so far as the Müslim lxague is concemed. 

(2) Furthcr the Working Committee is emphatically of the opinion that ali the 
Müslim members of the proposed Executive Cüuncil should be chosen from the Müslim 
League, subject to confidential discussion betwecn your Excellency and the President 
of the Müslim League, before they are finally recoramended by you to the Crown for ap- 
pointment. The Working Committee feels very strongiy on this point and regards it as 
One of the fundamental principles. 

(3) Besides the foregomg, certam other points Nvere aso discussed in the Working 
Committee particularly the guestion of providing an effective safeguard against unfair 
dccisions of the majonty. While the Committee appreciated the remarks in the statement 
of the Secretary of State in the House of Commons that the povverof veto will be exercised 
by the Viceroy to protect the minority interest,, it was felt that some other effective safeguard 
would be necessary m the interest of smooth working of the interim arrangement. It was, 
however, thought that this question could be settied after the strength and the composi- 
tion of the Executive Councıl was decided upon. 

1 have given in the above paragraphs the unanimous opinion of my Working 
Committee and 1 am ready and wil!ing, if you so desire, to meet you and explain the rea- 
sons and the grounds for the decision arıived at by the Working Committee. 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


* 


* 


July 9th, 1945. 


Deaf Mr. Jinnah, 

His Excellency asks me to thankyou for your letter of 7lh July, and to say that he 
wıll bc glad to see you at 4 p.m. this aftemoon, or later this aflernoon if that is more con- 
venient to you. Perhaps you wouldbckind enoughto ask your Secretary to ring me up and 
confirm the time. 

Yours sinccrely, 

Evan Jenkins 
P.S.V. 


* 


« 
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9th July, 1945. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

At the end of our talk yesterday evening you said that I could tnake your problem 
easier if I replied in WTİting to your letter of 7th July. I do not think you expect any com- 
ment now on the first and third points in that letter. Our talk was concemed mainly with 
the second point, that ali the Müslim members of the proposed Executive Council should be 
chosen from the Müslim League before they are finally recommended to the Crotvş for 
appointment. 

(2) I fully appreciate your dıiBculties, but regret that I am unable to give you the 
guarantee you wish, i.e., that ali the Müslim members of the proposed new Council shall 
necessarily be members of the Müslim League. As 1 explained to you, I cannot commit 
myself to give a similar guarantee to any other pariy. 

I have to attempt to form an Executive Council representative, competent, and 
generally acceptable. But of course I cannot compel any person or any party to co-operate 
in my owu solution if they do not wish to do so. 

It will help me greatly if you will let me have names from the Muslim League and 
I sincerely hope you will do so. I asked for eight, but will certainly accept five if you do not 
wısh to send more. You can consider later whether any solution I put forward is acceptable 
to you. 


(3) During the next two or îhree years, decisions of great importance wılJ have 
to be taken by the Government of India, whatever its composition may be. These decisions 
—on demobilisation, oconomic development, taxation, trade and so on—cannot wait, 
and İt ıs the hope of His Majesty’s Government that the Executive Council respon- 
sible for them wıll be one in which the majör pobtical parties are represented. It will be of 
course my pıınciplc duty to see fairplay bctween ali parties not only in the composition 
üf tho proposed Council but in its workıng. 

(4) I need the aetive help of your colleagues and yourself, and 1 am sure you will 
give ıt to me. I have no objeetion to your showiag this letter to your colleagues, but it is 
not intended for pubiication. 


Yours sincerely, 
Wavell 
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9th July, 1945. 


Dcaı Lord Wavell, 

I thank you for your letter of the 9th July, which I placed before my Working 
Committee. The Committec after giving ıts very careful consideration to the mattcr, desires 
me to State that it regrets very much to note that Your Excellencyıs not able to give the 
assurance that ali the Müslim members of the proposed Eaecutive Conucil will be seleeted 
from, the Müslim Lcague. In my letter of the 7th July, 1 mentioned that the Committee 
considers this as one of the fundamental princıples and in the circumstances, l regret, 
I am not in a position to send the names on behalf of the Müslim League for inclusion 
in the proposed Executive Council dcsıred by you. 

I should İlke to assurc your Excellency that it has been the eamest desirc of the 
Committee and myself to help ın every reasonable way, but it is not possible for us to 
depart fıom our fundamental principles. I nccd not therefore, at present say anything 
more with regard to the other pomts raised. 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


* 


* ^ 


lOth July, 1945 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

His Excellency asks mc to thank you for your letter of 9th July. He vvili have to 
take two or three days to consider the position and will tvrite to you vrhen he has decıded 
what to do. 

Yours sjncercly, 

Evan Jenkins 
P.S.V. 


* • 




(Personal and confidential) June 4, ]9A6. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You a.sked me yesierday to give you an assurance about the aetion that would be 
laken if onc party accepted the seheme m the Cabinet Delegation’s statement of May 
16, and the other rcfused. 
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1 cdn give you on behalf of the Cabinct Delegation my personal assurance that 
we do not propose to make any discrimination in the treatment of either party and that 
we shall go ahead with the plan laid down in the statement so far as circumstances permit 
if either party accepts, but we hope that both wil[ accept. 

T should be grateful if you vvould see that the existence of this assurance does not 
become public. If it ıs necessary for you to teli Working Committee that you have an as- 
surancc. I should be grateful if you would explain to them thıs condıtion. 

Yours sıncerely, 
Wavell 

* * • 

June 8, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell, 

During the course of our discussions regarding the interim government at Simla 
and thereafter at Delhi on the 3rd June, after my arnval, and before the meeting of the 
Müslim League Working Committee took place, you wcre good enought to give me the 
assurance that there will be only 12 portfolios, five on behalf of the League, five Congress, 
one Sikh and one Christian or Anglo-Indian, and that as regards the portfolios, the most 
inıportant portfolios wıll be equally divıded between the League and the Congress in the 
dıstnbution thereof, further details being left öpen for discussion. 

With your previous permission I informed the VVorking Committee of this assurance 
and this was one of tire most important consıderations which weighed with them together 
with the statement of the Cabinet Mission. These tvvo together formed one whole and, 
as such, the Councıl of the All-India Müslim League has given its Anal decision on June 
6. I may further inform you that similarly I had to repeat the assurance to the Council 
before they finally gave their approval. As you know, the meeting of the All-India League 
Council was held in canıera and there, again, the House showcd great opposition to the 
seheme m the beginning. 

During the course of discussions at a very early stage, a large body of opposition 
was satisfied when I made the statement in ansvvcr to the very pressing question as to what 
our position wıll be with regard to the interim government. But foı this assurance, we 
could not have got the approval of the Council to the seheme. As requested by you, I took 
as much çare as possıble to see that it did not become public. 

I am writing this letter tu you as I And that a very sinıstcr agitation has been 
set on foot by tha Congress press against your formula stated above, which was the turning 
point ın our having secured the decision of the Council. Any departurc from this formula, 
dırectly or ındirectly, will lead to very serious consequences and wıll not secure the co- 
operalion of the Müslim League. 
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You know further that thc Congress may adopt an offensive attitude by inciuding 
a Müslim in their quota, which will be strongiy resented by the Müslim League and which 
will be anothcr veıy great hurdle before us. 


Yours sincetely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


* * 


* 


June 9, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of yesterday. You speak of an assurance about the 
S; S: 2 ratio. 1'here was no assurance on this point, but I told you, as I told the Congress, 
that this was what I had ın mind. It would be wrong for me to leave you under the im- 
pression that there was any assurance, althouh I hepe that we may reach agreement on that 
basis. 

Yours smccrely, 
MVavell. 


<* * 




June 12, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am anxious to have an opporfunity of Consulting you togther with Mr. Nehru 
as to how best T can fiil the various posts in the ınterım goveınment. Could you come to see 
me for this pıırpose at 5 p.m. today? 

İt is not my inlcntion to discuss any question of principle such as “parity” or 
othenvise, but to concentrate upon what I hnow to be our common objeetive, that is, 
to get the best possıble interım govemment drawn from the two majör parties and some 
of the minorities and to approach this decısion by a ronsideralion of what the portfolıos 
.should be and how each one can best be lilled. 

Yours sincetely, 

I am sendıng a simiJar letter to Mr. Nehru. 

Wavell. 


* 
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Dear Lord Wavell 


June 12, 1946. 


I anı in receipt of your letter of June 12. 

I have already informed you by my letter dated June 8, that our decision accepting 
the scheme in the statement of thc Cabinet Delegation was based on your formula of 
parity as one of the most important considerations vvluuh weighed with the Working Com- 
mittee and the Council of the Müslim League in fînally arrivıng at their decision. 

I understand that the Congress have not yet given their decision. It seems to me 
that untıl they decide it is not advisable to discuss how best either personnel or portfolios 
should be adjusted. I agree with you that important portfolios should be equaUy distributed 
between the two majör parties and we should gct the best possıble men for these port¬ 
folios. 


But I am of the opinion that no usc orpurpose would be served untJI the Cong¬ 
ress have given their decision with regard to the scheme embodied in the statement of the 
Cabinet Mission of May 16. 

If you wish to discuss anything furthcr I shall bc glad to see you alone. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

« * * 

June 15, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am svrıting to inform you that after discussions with the Congress representatives 
I have failed to negotlate an agreement on the basis ıvhich I suggested to you. The Cabinet 
Mission and myself have therefure, decided to issue tomorrow a statement on the aetion 
we propose to take and we wiil let you have a copy of this before publication. 

Yours sincerely, 

Wavell. 

• * * 


June 18, 1946. 

Dear Lord Wavell 

In the course uf my interview ıvıth you this evening you informed me that the 
Congress proposed to substitute Dr. Zakir Hu.ssain for one of the Caste Hmdus invıted by 
you to join an inlerim government although you expressed the hope that they wou]d not 
do so. 
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I to]d you that the reaction of Müslim India vvould be deadly against such a substi- 
tution and the Müslim Lcague wouJd never accept the nomination of any Müslim by you 
other than a Müslim Leaguer. 

I placed the matter before my Working Committee and it has unanJmously en- 
dorsed this view and considers it vital and fundamental. 


Yours sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


« • a 

June 19, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavcll, 

1 am in reccipt of your letler of the I6th June, 1946, together with an advanue 
copy of the statement by the Cabinet Delegation and yourself of the same datc. 

In my interview with you at Simla prior to the announcement of the Cabinet Dele- 
gatıon’s proposls, you had informed me that you vvere going to form the intenm govern- 
ment consistıng of 12 members on the basis of five Muslini League, fivc Congress, one 
Sıkh and one Indian Christian or Anglo-Indıan. As regards the profolios, you had indi- 
cated that the importanf oncs vvould be equally divided betvveen the Müslim League and the 
Congress but details of actual allotment vvere to be left öpen for discussion.Afteı the state- 
mcnt of the Cabinet Delegation and yourself, dated the 16th of May, 1946, you again, on the 
3rd of June, at Nevv Delhi, gave me to undcrstand that the formula for the formation of 
the inlerim governrncnt disclnsed to me at Simla vvould be follovved. On both the occasions 
I sought your permıssion to communicate this Information to my Working Committee 
vvhich you kindly gave. Accordingiy f gave a full account of the talks 1 had vvith you and 
the decision of the Working Committee in regard to the aeceptance of the long-term pro- 
posals vvas largely influenced by the faith vvhich they reposed in the seheme for the formation 
of the interim government dıscloscd by you to me on the tvvo occasions. Further, as I have 
already pointed out in my letter to you of 8th June, 1946, 1 made the statement before the 
Council of the .\11-India Müslim League that vvas the formula, vvhich, 1 vvas assured by you, 
vvould be the basis on vvhich you vvould procced to form your interim government, and, 
then-fore, this formcd an integral part of the plan embodicd on the statement of the Cabinet 
Delegation. This vvas one of the most ımportant considerations vvhich vveightcd vvith the 
Council of the All-Indıa Müslim League also in arrivıng at their decision, although even 
then there vvas a sectıon that vvas opposed to the plan being accepted. 

When the Crngress press started the sinister agitation against Congress—League 
parity, vvtth a vievv to informing you of the Müslim League stand, I wrote to you on the 
8th Jvme, that “any departurs from this formula, directly or indirectly, will lead to serious 
consequcnces and will not .securc the co-operation of the Müslim League.” 


354 



Subsequently, in my interview with you on the 13th June, you informed me that 
you wanted to alter the basis and proceed on the formula of five Müslim League, and 
three others, namely, one Sikh, one Scheduled Caste, and one Indian Christian. I told you 
then that if any change was proposed to be made I would have to place the matter to cali 
another meeting of the Councıl of the All-Indta Müslim League. 1 also informed you that 
when the Congress hnally agreed to your new formula I would then place it before my 
Working Committee to take such action as they deemcd necessary. 

After discussion wjth the Congress representatives you wrote to me on the 15th 
June, informing me that you had failed to negotiate an agreement on the composition 
of the inlerim government on the basis of 5: S: 3 and that the Cabinet Delegation and 
yourself would issue a statement on the t6th of June, on the aclion that you proposed 
to take and that you would let me have a copy of ıt before publication. 

Accordıngiy you sent me a copy of the statement by the Cabinet Delegation 
and yourself ıssued on the 16th June, wjth a covcrmg letter of the same date, which I 
placed before my Workıng Committee, who after careful considcratıon of the matter 
have authorised me to state as follovvs; 

(a) That the Working Committee are surprised that invıtations have been issued 
to five Müslim Leaguers to joın the inlerim government vvithout calling for a list from 
the leader of the Müslim League. 

(b) That your latest proposal on the basis of whıch you now desire to form your 
intcıim government shovvs that you have abandoııcd panty betvveen the Congress and the 
Müslim League, the two majör partıes, and have substıtuted panty between the Müslim 
League and Caste Hindus, and have added a fourth representatıve of the mmorities namely, 
a Parsee. One of the mınority rcpre.sent3tivcs numınated by you, ı.e. Mr. Jagjıvan Ram, 
is a Congressman and has been selectcd. ıt appears, noL to give real represcntalion to the 
Scheduled Castes, but to give an additional »eat to ılıc Congress in the inlerim govern¬ 
ment; 


(cj That the modıficatıoııs which have been made m the orıginal formula for the 
inlerim government have adversely affectcd the proportion of the Muslims in the ınterım 
government as a whole and as against tlıe Congress as a sıngle group; 

(d) Thdi in view of the serious changes whıch have, from time to time been made 
to satisfy the Congress, it is not possible for Ihe Working Committee to arrive at any de- 
cısion m the matter of the fnrmatıon of the inlerim government so long as ıhe Congress 
does uot finally convey its decisıon on ıhe propo.sals to you; and 

(e) That the questinıı of distrıbulion of portfolıos should also bc finally decided 
so that there may be no further hiteh created by the Congress in this regard and the Working 
Committee may have a complete picture before them when they meet to consider the pro- 
posals. 
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Further, 1 shall be grateful if you will please make the rolIowing point.'; clear 
with reference to your letter and statemcnt of the 16th Jöne: 

1. WhetheT the proposals contained in the statement for the setting up of an in¬ 
lerim government are now final or whether they are «tili öpen to any further change or modi- 
fication at the instance of any of the parties or persons concerned; 

2. Whether the total number of 14 members of the government as proposed 
in the statement wouId remain unehanged during the inlerim period; 

3. If any person or persons invited as representatives of the four minorities, 
viz., the Scheduled Castes, the Sıkhs, the Indian Christians and the Parsees, is, or are, 
unable to accept the invitation to joın the inlerim government for personal or other rea- 
sons how will the vacaney or vacancies thus created be fılled by the Viceroy; and whether 
in filling up the vacaney or vacancies the leader of the Müslim League will be consulted 
and his consent obtained; 

4. (a) Whether during the inlerim period for which the coalition government 
is being srt up the proportion of members of the government, community-wise, as provided 
in the proposals, vvıll be maintaıned; 

(b) Whcther the preseni representation given to four minorities, viz,, the Sche¬ 
duled Castes, the Sıkhs, the Indian Christians and the Parsees will be adhered to vvithout 
any change or modıfication; and 

5. İn view of the substitution of 14 now proposed for the origınal of 12, and the 
change made m the original formula, vvhether there will be a provision, in order to safeguard 
Müslim iııtercsts, that the Executive Councıl shall not take any decision on any majör 
communal issue ıf ths majority of the Müslim members are opposed to ıt. 

I trust that you will kindly favour me wıth your leply as early as possible. 

Yüurs sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 






June 20, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

1 thank you for your letter of the İ9th June, vvhich I have shown to the Cabinet 

Mission. 
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1 do not think ıt is necessary for me to comment on the first part of your letter. 
I am sure you will appreciate that negotiations designed to secure acceptance by two parties 
with conflicting interests may not always end on the same basıs as that on whıch they 
began; and, as you knovv, I never gave you any guarantec that they would necessanly 
be conciuded on any particular basıs. 

I note the vıews of the Müslim League set out in paragraphs (a) to (e) of your 

letter. 


The intencıon in the statement of June 16, was that the discussion of portfolios 
with leaders of the two main parties should follow the acceptance by both parties of the 
scheme. Thıs intention stili holds, since until the names arc knovvn, it is difficult to decide 
on the distnbution of portfolios. 

On the points which you desire to be made clear in conneetion with the govemment 
to be formed under our statement of June 16, I gave you the followmg reply after consul- 
tation with the Delcgatıon: 

(1) Untıl I have received acceptance from thosc ınvıted to takcofficemthe in¬ 
lerim government, the names in the statement cannot bc regarded as final. 
But no change in principle will be made in the statement wıthout the consent 
of the two majör parties. 

(2) No change in the number of 14 members of the mterinı government will be 
made without the agreement of the lwo majör parties. 

(3) If any vacaney occurs among the seats at present alJotted to representatives 
of minorities, I shall naturally consult both the main parties beforc filling it. 

(4) (a) and (b). The proportion of members community-wise wıll not be changed 
without the agreement of the two majör parties. 

(5) No dccision on a majör communal issuc could bc taken by the interim 
govemment if the majority of eitheı of the main parties were opposed to it. I 
pointed this out to the Congrr-ss Presıdent and he agreed that the Congress 
apprecıated thıs poını. 

If you agree, i will send copies of the questıons in your letter and of paragraphs 
4 and 5 of thıs letter to the President of ıhe Congress. 


Yours sinoerely. 


Wavell. 



June 21, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell, 

I thankyouforyourletterof June20(No 45). 

Wıth regard to paragraph 2, of your Jetler, I regrct I am unable to agree with the 
view that you Lake. 

As regards your request whetheT you should send copıcs of the quefitîons 4 (a) 
and 4 (b) in my letter and paragraphs 4 and 5 ot your lettcr under feply to the President 
of the Congress, 1 havc no objection ıf you think it propcr to do so. 


Yours siacerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* « 




June 25, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You askcd for a letter ın contirmation of whaı the Mıssion said to you this evening. 
Wc infoınıed you that the Congress had accepted the statement of May 16, whıle refming to 
take part in 1he ınterim government prooosed ın the statement of June 16. This has pro- 
duced sıtuation in which paragraph 8 of the statement of June i6, takes effect. 

This paragraph said that if eıther of the two majör parties vvas unwıllıng to join 
in the setting up of a toalitıon government on the İmes laıd down in the statement, the 
Viceroy would proceed with the formation of an ıntcnm govemmeut which wıll be as re- 
presentative as possıblc of those vvilling to accept the statement of May 16. 

Since the Congress and the Müslim League have now both accepted the state¬ 
ment of May 16, it ıs the intention to form a coalition government inciuding both those 
parties as soon as possbile. In view, however, of the long negoııations which have already 
taken plaoe and since we ali havc other vvork to do, we feel that it will be better to have 
a short interval before pıoceeding with further negotiations for the formation of an Interim 
government. 

This, therefore, is the course of aetion we propose to adopt unless the two main 
parties can vrithın the nexl fevy days agree upon a basis on which they can co-operate in 
a coalition government. 
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Meanwhıle the election and summoning of a Constıtuent. Asstmbly as laid down in 
the statement of May 16, are going forvvard. 


Yours sincerely, 
Wavell. 


* 


June 26, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wa\ell, 

I receıved your lettcr dated June 25, at mıdnight last nîght aftcr 1 had sent you 
the resolution of my Working Committee passed at its meeting yestcrday wıth a covering 
lettcr of the same date agreeing to joın the interim government on the hasis of the statement 
of the Cabiuut Mission and yourself dated June 16, and the clarifications and assurances 
given by you after consultation vvith the Cabinet Mission in your letter dated June 20 ad- 
dressed to me. 

1 regret that the Congress tvhile acceptıng the statement of May 16, should have 
rejectcd the proposals regarding the setting up of the mterim government on the basis of 
the statement of June 16, which was the final decısion of the Cabınct Mission and your¬ 
self in this regard. 

May I draw your attention to paragrph 8 of the statement of June 16, vvhich 
clearly lays down that the acceptance of the statement of May 16, and rejeetion of the 
final proposals etnbodied in the statement of June 16, cannot change the basis and prin- 
ciplcs laid down thercin. 

In paragraph 3 of your ktter, when you say that tJıe Vıceroy would proceed wıth 
the formation ol an interim government 'svhich will be as representative aspossıble, of those 
svillmg to accept the statemcnı of May 16”, the quotatiün qualıfies them to be inciuded in 
the interim govesment, but cniy on the basis of and the principles laid down in your pro¬ 
posals of June 16. 

In Ihese circumstances, as indıcated in the statement of June 16, paragraph 7, that 
you aımed at iııauguratmg the mterim government about June 26, I hope you will not 
novv delay the matter but go ahead wi1h Ihe formation of the mterim government on the 
basis of your statement of June 16. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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June 27, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jınnah, 

Thank you for your letter of ycsterday, I am sorry that my letter did not reach 
you tıll after thc meetmg of your VVorking Comınittee had ended. 

Ai vvc cxplatned to you during our intervierv on Tuesday, the Cabınet Mission 
and I consıder that ın the lıght of paragraph 8 of thc statement of June 16, I am clearly 
bound to makc an attempt to form a government representative of both the majör parties, 
since both have acccpted the statement of May 16. 

I thınk you will agrcc that ıt is cssential to have a short ınterval bcfore resuming 
ncgotiations; and, as vvc informcd you, ıt ıs proposed to set up a temporary ‘caretaker’ 
government of oifîcıals. I ıntend reopcning negoliations after elections arc completed. 
Meanvvhılc the Cabınet Mission wıll return home to repon. 


Yours sıncerely, 
Wavell 




June 28, 1946. 


Dcar Lord Wavcll 

I am in receıpt of your letter of .Tunç 27. I had already pointed out by ıny letter 
of June 26, in reply to yours of June 25, and also at the mtervievv on Tuesday, June 25, 
w:th you and the Cabınet Mıs.sion that you ıvcrc m honour bound to proceed forth’rvith 
vvith the formatıun of your inlerim government in accordance vvith the statement of 
June 16, vvhich Vtas final, and thc assurances gıven to us. 

The Cabınet Mission and yourself ıssued an olficial statement lale m the evening 
of June 26, and, as I ha/e pointed out in my statement ıssued to the press yesterday, by 
that pronouncement you have ehosen to go back upon your pledged word by postpon- 
ing the formation of the intenm government. 

Novv I have reeeıved your letter of June 27, and hereby inform you that I cannot 
agree vvith you vvhen v ou say in your letter that ‘ «t ıs essential to have a short interval before 
resuming ncgotiations”. 1 repeat that you should have proceeded in terms of paragraph 8 
jf the statement of June 16, without delay. But since you have adopted this course of aetion 
n the official statement of the Cabiuet Mission and yourself, vvhich is neıther fair nor 
ust, I strongiy urge upen you vvithout prejudice that the elections to the Constituent 
kssembly should also be postponed as you know that according to ali the relevant docu- 
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ments and particularly the two statements of thc Cabinet Mission and yourself dated May 16 
and 25, the long-term plan and the formation of the interim government formed one 
whole, each constituting an integral part of the whole scheme. It is, therefore, undesirable 
to proceed with one part, i.e., clections to the Constituent Assenıbly, and to postpone the 
other. 


Yours sineerely, 
M. A. Jınnah. 


• « 


* 


June28, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The Cabinet Mission and I feel that therc are certain points m your statement re- 
leased yesterday which it wouId be wrong to leave unansvvered, 

You wıll remcmber that at an intervıcw which the Cabinet Mission and I had with 
you on the evening of the 25th June, before the meetıng of your Working Committee at 
which you accepted the proposals in the statement of the 16th June, explained to you that 
as the Congress had accepted the statement of the I6th May, whıle refusing to take part 
in the interim government proposed in the statement of the 16th June, this had proJuced 
a situation in which paragraph 8 of the statement of the 16th June, took effect. This paragraph 
stated that if eıther of the two majör partıes was uawılling to join in the scttmg up of a coali- 
tion government on the lines laid down in that statement, the Vıceroy would proceed with 
the formation of an interim government which would be as representatıve as possible of those 
wi)ling to accept the statement of the 16th May. 

We said that since thc Congress and the Müslim Lcague had now both accepted 
the statement of thc 16th May, it «as thc inlenlion to form a coahtion government ınciuding 
both those partıes as soon as possible. in view, howcver. of the long negotiations which 
had already taken place, and since we ali had other work to do, we felt that it would be 
hetter to have a short interval before proceedıng with further negotiaions for the formation 
of an interim government. Thus whatever interpretation you may put on paragraph 8,your 
WoTking Committee can have been in no doubt as to the course we proposed to adopt. 

I conünned in wrıting the same evening what we had told you. 

Secondly, thc assurances which you qaote in your statement related specifically 
to the particuJar interim government that would have been set up if both majör parbes 
had accepted the statement of the 16th June. 
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To prevent misunderstanding I propose to publish this lettcr togethtr with your 
letter of the 19th June, the substance of which has already appeared in the press, and my 
reply of the 20th June. 


Yours sincerely, 
Wavell. 




June 28, 1946. 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

I havc rcceived your lettcr of the 28th June, and havc shown ıt to the Cabinet 
Ministers. 

We arc quitc unablc to accept your suggcstion that vvc have göne back on our word. 
As I havc said in a lettcr to you carlier today our course of actıon was detemincd by what 
had bcen laid down in paragraph 8 of the statement of the İ6th June. and we had made 
it plain to you beforc your Working Committce tneeung on the 25th June, that wc pro- 
pOFcd to follovv thıs course. 

The arrangements ("or the elections to the Coustituent Assembly have already 
bcen put into operaion and we do not propose to postpone them. 

As the substance of your letter was inciuded in the All-India Radio news today 
I am publıshing this reply, 

Yours sincerely. 
VVavell. 


* • 


* 


June 28, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell 

I am in receıpt of your letter of June 28, The facts are corrcctly stated ı.ı my state¬ 
ment that was releascd to the I*ress yesterday, June 27. The explanation that you now 
gıvc in your letter under reply of what took place between me and the Cabinet Mission 
and yourself does not change in any way the position. 

The fact is that you did not communicate to me your vıevvs o/hcially before the 
meeting of the Worlcing Commiftec. I requested you to give your views oilîcially to me and 
you dıd so by your lettcr of June 25, vvhich reached me at midnight after the Workmg 
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Committee had passed their resolution which was released to the press according to the 
solemn arrangement that we were to give our reply immediately after the decision of the 
Congress. If you wish to take the credit that somc indication was given to me of the change 
on your part in the course of the interview, where we dtscussed so many things, you may 
do so. 


As regards paragraph 2 of your letter I am surprised when you say that the assu- 
rances quoted by me from your letter in my statement were given ıf both the majör parties 
had accepted the statement of June 16. No such indication of any condition is given in 
your letter of June 20, which I understand from your Private Secretary has already 
been released tu the press together with some other corrcspondence. May I Tcquest you 
to release this letter also. 

I have received a second letter from you dated June 28. May I also requesl you 
tu publish the full text of my letter of June 28, asking you to postpone the Constituent 
As.sembly eleetions and not only a substance of it which might have appıeared in the All- 
Indıa Radio broadcast-as you proposed to release your reply to the press. 

Yours sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


June 29, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah 

Thank you for your letter of yesterday. 

In mgard to your paıagraph 3,1 refer to the opening sentence of paragraph 5 of my 
letter of June 20, vvhich reads as folloıvs: “On the points which you desire to make clear in 
conneetion ıvith the government to be formed under our statement of June 18, I give you 
the follo'ving reply after consultation with the Cabınet Mission.” 

I have underlıned the relevant \s'cırds. It was clear from this sentence that the 
assurances given applied only to the partıcular interim government proposed in the state¬ 
ment of June 16. 

I have no objeetion to your publishıng your letter of June 28, suggesting post- 
ponement of eteetions tu the Constituent Asserably and your letter under reply. 

Youfs sincerely, 
WaveU 

« • • 
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Statement of Mr. M. A. Jinnalı 


Complaining that not ali the letters that passed between him and the Viceroy, 
were published, Mr. Jinnah released the other letters and stated as follows: 

The Cabinet Delegation and His Excellency the Viceroy have thoughtfıt to release 
only a few letters torn from the rest of the coırcspondence that passed between me and the 
delegation and the Viceroy, which have a very important bearing on the present contro- 
versy: that the Viceroy did make a clear representation to me that he woukl proceed to 
form his interim government on the basis of the formula 5; 5; 2, i.e. fivc representatives 
of the Müslim League, hve of the Congress one Sikh and one Indian Christian or Anglo- 
Indian, and that as regards the portfolıos, the most important portfolios will be equally 
divided bet.ween the Lcaguc and the Congress in dıstribution thereof. further details 
being left öpen for discussion. 

The Viceroy furlher authorised me to make that representation to my Workmg 
Commıttce and the Cuuncıl of the All-India Müslim League, which I did, and, it svas on 
that basis that both the 'Workıng Committee and the Counci) were induced to accept the 
long-term plan and the proposal for the inlerim government together as a whple. 

This formula had a vıtal bearmg and did grcatly weigh with the Council of the 
All-India Müslim League in coming to their final decısion, whıch was communicatcd to the 
Viceroy on June 7. Immedıately thercafter, sinıster agitation was set on foot by the Cong¬ 
ress press against thıs formula, and I mforraed the Viceroy by my letter of June 8, by 
VIay of caution, that therc should be no departure from this formula. Below is the full- 
text of this letter vvhıch spcaks for ıtself. 

* * * 

22nd July, 1946. 


(Personal and Confldenlıal). 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I declare my ıntcntıon of replacing the present caretaker government of officials 
by an interim coalıtion government as soon as possible; and am now putting to you as 
Presıdent of the Müslim league and to the President of the Congress the preposals set 
out bclovv. 

2. I tlvınk you will probably agrec wjth me that our negotiations both this summer 
and last year were hampered by the attendant publicity, I am, therefore, seekmg your 
co-operation m condueting at any rate the prelıminary stages of the negotiations on a strıc- 
lly personal and secret basis between myself and the two Presidents. I very much hope that 
you wıll prevent this correspondeuce being knovvn to or discussed in the press until we 
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have seen whether we can find some basis of agreement. I realise, of course, that you will 
have at some stage to secure the approval of your VVorking Committee; but I believo it 
will be best to try and reach some basis of agreement between ourselves as first step. I 
propose the following for your consideration; 

(a) The inlerim govemment will coıısist of 14 mcmbers. 

(b) Six members (to inciude one Scheduled Caste representative) will be numinated 
by the Congress; Five members wi]] be nominated by the Müslim League. 
Three representatives of minorities svill be nominated by the Viceroy. One 
of these placcs will be kept for a Sikh. It will not be öpen to either Congress 
or the Müslim League to ojbect to the names submitted by the other party, 
provided they are accepted by the Viccroy. 

(c) Distribution of portfolios vvili be decided after the parties have agreed to 
cnter the govemment and have submitted their names. The Congress and the 
Müslim League will each have an equitable share of the roost important 
portfolios. 

(d) The assurance about the status of the inlerim govemment which 1 gave in 
my letler dated 30th May, to Maulana Azad will stand. 

3. I would welcome a convention, if freely offered by the Congress, that majör 
communal issues can only be decıded by the assent of both the majör parties. But I have 
never thought that it was essential to mahe this a formal condıtion since ın fact a coalition 
govemment could work on no other basis. 

4. I sincerely trust that your party will agree to co-operate in the administra- 
tion of İndia on the above basis, whıle the vrork of constitution making proceeds. I am 
confident that this will be of the greatest po.ssible beneSt to india. I suggest that we should 
not spend further time in negotiation; but should try out at önce a govemment on the 
basis proposed above. If it does not work, and you 6nd the conditions unsatisfactory, it 
will be öpen to you to withdraw, but I am confident that you will not. 

5. Would you be good enough to let me know very soon vvhether the Müslim 
League will enler in the interım govemment on this basis? I have written ın similar terms 
to Pandit Nehru and enclose a copy of ray letıer to hım. 


Yours sincerely, 
WavelJ. 

P.S. I am seeing Pandit Nehru this aftemoon on other raatters and will hand 
him his letter theR. 



3İst July 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell, 


I am in receipt of your letter of 22nd July, and I notice that this is the fourth 
hasis that you are suggesting for thc formatıon of your ınterim govemment. From 5; 5: 2 
you came to 5! 5 ı 3 and then 5: 5; 4 as embodıed in the statement of the Cabinet Dele- 
gation and yourself dated the 16th June, 1946, whıch was announced by you as final. Now 
you are making this fourth proporal i.e.. 6: 5: 3. 


Every time the Congress turned down the prevıous three proposals as you wer£ 
unable to appease them or propitiate them; and every time the departure was prejudical 
to the League and in favour of the Congress. 


And now you have put your fourth proposal for my consideration. 


It givcs a go by ali thc importani terms which we''c in favour of the Müslim Lea¬ 
gue; the Congresss will have six members out of 14 as against 5 members of the Müslim 
League which brcaks straightavvay the principle of panty; and you are letting down the 
Scheduled Castes as one of them is proposed to be nominated by the Congress and not 
by Ihe real spokesmtn of tİM Scheduled Castes. I note that you say that five members will 
be nomin.ıtcd by the Müslim l.eague. Next, three ntembers by the minorities be nominated 
by the Viceroy without reference to or consultation wıth the Müslim League. The only 
indıcatioıı that you have given is that nne of thcse places wıll be kept for a Sikh. 


Then you proceed on to say that ‘it svili not be öpen eithcr to the Congress or the 
Müslim League lo object to names submitted by other party, provided they are aocepted 
by the Viceroy’ and from this I gather that itwill be öpen to the Congress to nominale 
a quısling Müslim. 


As to the disiribution of portfolios, I note you say that “the Congress and the 
Müslim League will have an equıtable share of the most important portfolios ’, and not 
equal as ıt was orgınally proposed. 


As to the assurance aboul safeguards ı.c., that majör communal ıssue could only be 
decided bv the consenl of both the majör partıes, you sayt hat 'it wjll be only considered if 
freely offered by the Congress’, but you do not attach much importance to it and you 
conciude by saymg that ıf the interim govemment does not work when formed on this 
basis and if we And condilions unsatısfactory', it will be öpen lo us to withdraw. 1 believe in 
the principle ‘prevention is better than curc’. 
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This is a very clear and substantial departure, most detrimenta/ to the Müslim 
Uague, and is obviously intended to appease the Congress and devised priraanJy to meet 
their wishes. 

Taking the final proposal of June 16, 1946, ın your letter dated the 20th of June, 
you informed me that 14 members were invited by yon on the basis of parity between Hindus 
and hduslims and coııııııunity-wise and that ıt wîll not be changed vvithout the agreement 
of two majör parties. Apart from the secret talks you had with the Congress you clearly 
conveyed to us that the invitees were asked to join specifically on the basis of 5 Hindus, 

5 Muslims, one Sikh, one Scheduled Caste, one Christian and, one Parsee. Your preseni 
proposal clearly destroys the principles of parity as well as representation according to 
communities and gives a clear majority to the Congress as against the Müslim League 
to start with. 

Further the Scheduled Caste will be nominated by the Congress, whlch in my 
opinion is most unjust to a community of 60 milUon people, who are groaning under the 
social and economic tyranny of the high Caste Hindus, whom alone the Congress really 
represents. 

As regards represcntatives of othcr minorities, thry will be nominated by you 
without reference to or any consultat'on with the Müslim League. This again is a departure 
frora what you stated in your letter of the 20th June, that “if any vacancy occurs among 
the seats at present allotted to the representatives of the minorities, I shall naturally consult 
both the majör parties before filling it.’ I think you wıll appreciate that when you start 
with 6 Congress and 5 Müslim League with a Congress majority, the minority reprcsentatires 
vvili hold a very strong position as a balancıng element, who would be nominated by you 
without having even consultation wilh the Müslim League and this is a serlcous deporture 
from what we were .assured of ın your letter of the 20th of June. 

You categorically State in your letter of 20th June, paragraph 5, that no ‘decision 
on a ma'or communal ıssue vvould be taken by the interım govemment if a majority of the 
representatives of either of the two majör parties were opposed to it’, whereas now in the 
present proposal you inform me that you wdl welcome a convention ıf freely oflered by the 
Congress. 

As you have written this letter to me and ıs strictly personal and secret I can only 
say that in my opinion there is no chance ,jf my Working Committee accepting this pro¬ 
posal. 


Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah. 



8th August, 1946 


(Personal and Secret). 

Dear Mı. Jinnah, 

I have received your letter of the 3Isl July, about my proposal for an intcrim 
government. 

2. I am sorry that things have göne the way they have, but I do not think it would 
be profîtable now to enter into a detailed dıscussion of the points you raise in your letter. 

I will only remind you that the basıs of representation which I suggested in the letter to which 
you now reply is the same as the one the Müslim League NVorking Committce accepted 
at the end of June, namel)', 6: 5: 3. 

3. In view of the League resolutions of the 29th July, I have now decided to 
invite the Congress to make proposals for an interim govemment, and I am sure that if they 
makc a rcasonable offer to you of a coalition, I can rely un you for a ready responae. I 
havo told the President of the Congress that any interim govemment tvould be on the basis 
of the assurances given in my letter of the 30th May to Maulana Azad. 

I hope we may have an opportunity of meeting soon. 


Yours sincerely, 
WaveU. 


* « 


* 


October 3, 1946. 


Dcar Lord NVavcIl, 

At the end of our last interview on October 2, 1946, it was agıeed that I should 
lînally put before you the various proposals that emerged out of our discussions, for your 
consideration and reply. Accordingiy, I am enclosmg herevvıth various proposals that have 
bcen formulated by me. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A, Jinnah. 


* • 
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Enclosnre: 

1. The total number of the members of the Executive Councıl lo be 14 . 

2. Six nominees of the Congress will incimle one Scheduled Caste representative, 
but it must not be taken that the Müslim League has agreed to, or approves of, the selectioıî 
of the Scheduled Caste representative, the ullimate responsibılıt,' jn that behalf being with the 
Governor-General and the Vıceroy. 

3. That the Congress should not inciude in the remaınmg fivc members of their 
quota a Müslim of their choicc. 

4. Safeguard.—That there should be a convention that on majör communal 
issues, if the majority of Hindu or Müslim members of the Executive Council are opposed, 
then no decision should be taken. 

5. An alternative or rotational Vice-Presıdent should be appointed in faırness 
to both majör communities, as was adopted m the U.N.O. Conference. 

6. The Müslim League was not consulted in the .selecfıon of the three minonty 
representatives, i.c., Sıkh, Indıan Christian and Parsı, and it should not be taken that 
the Müslim League approves of the selcction that has been made. But in future, in the event 
of there being a vacancy owing to death, resıgnatıon oı otherwi5e, representatives of thesc 
minorities should be chosen in consultation vvith the two majör parties-the Müslim League 
and the Congress. 

7. Portfolios.—The most important portıolios should be equally distributed 
betvveen the two majör partıcs-the Müslim League and the Congress. 

8. That the above arrangcmenl should not be changed or modified unless both 
the majör parties-the Müslim League and the Congress-agree 

9. The question of the seıtlement of the long-term plan should stand över until 
a better and more conducivc atmosphere is creatcd and an agreement has been reached on the 
points stated ahovc and after the interim government has been reformed and finally set 
up. 

* * ♦ 

October 4, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jınnah, 

Thaıık you for your letler dated yesterday. Rcplıes to your nine points are as 
follows:— 

1. This is agreed. 
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2. I note that what you say and acccpt that tho responsibility 15 mine 

3. I am unablc to agrcc to this. Each party must be cquaily frec lo nomm ıı 

owıı rcprcsentalivcs. ' 


4. \ı\ A coaUüoıv government it is impossible to decide majör matters of polıcy 
wVipn nne of thc main partics to thc coalıtlon is strongiy againsr a coursc of actıon 
JU „„,™t colleaeUK an(! I M ali"» ınaj>r 

mtenm government wın depemt on p/ısunııg muı ^ . 

Oiftvocp mcoüng, byfrjcndly d,scuss,ons. A conlition govcmment cıther Würks by a proa-ss 
of nıutupl adjuslmcnt'; or doa not work at alt. 


5. The arrangement of altcrnativc or rotational Viee-President wouId preseni 
practical difficulty, and I do not consider it feasible. I wil], h')wcvor, arrange to nominale 
a Müslim Lcaguc mcmbı-r to preside over thc Cabinet in thc evi nt of the Governor-Gonerat 
and the Vıce-President bcıng absent. I vvıll also nominale a Müslim Lcaguc memb as 
Vicc-Chııirman of the Co-ordmatıon Committee of the Cabinet, which is most important. 
I am Chairman of this Committee and in thc past havc presided almost invariably, but 1 
shall probably do so only on spccial occasions in futurc. 


6 . I acccpt that both majör partics would be consultcd brfore filling a vacaney 
in any of these fhree seats. 


7. In pıesent conditıons ali thc portfolıos in the Cabinet arc of great importance 
and it İS a matter of opınion v.hich arc the ınıp^tıtant. The mmority represontatives can- 
not bc cKoluded from a share of the majör portfolıos and it would also be suitable to 
continue Mr. Jagjivan Ram m the Labour portfolıo. But, subjı-ct to this, there can be 
cqual dıstribiition of thc most important portfolıos bctwcen the Congress and tho Müslim 
Leaguc. Dctaıls would bc matter for negotiatjon. 

8. I agrcc 

9. Since the basis for participation in the Cabinet is of coursc acceptancc of the 
statement of May 16, l assume that the Lcague Council will meet at a very early date to 
reconsider its Bombay rcsolution, 

Yours sincerely. 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 


WaveU. 

* • « 

October 12, 1946. 


I confirm what I told you this evening, that the Müslim Leaguc are at liberty 
to nominate anyona they wish for their own quota of seats in the Cabinet tbough any 
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person proposed must of course be acccpted by me and by His Majesty before being ap- 
pointed. 


My intention is to discuss portfolıos whcn 
botlı frojn the Muslini League and the Congrtss. 


ali the names have been received, 
Yours sincerely. 


VVavcll. 

* * * 


October 13, 1946. 


Dear Lord VVa-.vlI, 


The NVdiking Committcc of the AlUndia Müslim Lcaguo have consiJcıcd ıhe 
whnle matter fully and I am n ıvv autKonsnl to 'iate that they do noı approvc of the basis 
and schcnıe of setting up the intrrim govcrnme’it whic!ı has been deo'ded by yı.'U, pre- 
sumably \vith the authority of His Majesîy’.s Government. 

Therefore, the C'ommıttce do not, and canıınî, i'ree wıth your decision alrc.ıdy 
taken, nor vvitlı the arrangemcııts )'ou havc already made. 

Wo consider and maıntain tliat the ınıposıtıon of thıs decision ıs coııîıMı’y lo tin 
dechıratıon of Augnst 8, 1940, but since, aceordıng lo your decısam, we have a right lo no:n' 
mte foc mcmbcj of the Executıvc- CoımcıJ on hrhalf of tlıe MiHİ,m League, my Com- 
mıUce hav: for varir.us rcason'; cı-me to the condıısien thaı in the jiiteresıs of Musnıl- 
rnans and oiher comınunitıe.' it vvili be fat.'l to k.'ive the enlırc lıeld of admımstratıon 
ı,f the Tıntral Govenuıif nt m tin Iıands of t.hc Congress. B:sıdos, yoıı muy b -fırccd to 
have in your interırn governmeni Mu lims 'vlıo coi'ld not comınand the r.'spoct and con- 
fiı{r.nv,c of Müslim fndia, vviııch vvould le;n| to very serio.ıs conseqııciH'cs ■ and, lastly, for 
olheı- very v»eıghtv grounds and reas.ms, whıch aee obvıous and n^ed not be nıcntıoned, 
wc have decıded to ne.mınalo five c.ı b h.ılî'ol tlıe Musiım League ın ternv: of your hroad- 
cast datfd .\ugust 24, 1946, and voın two leıicrs to ine dated October 4 and 12, embody ing 
clarificatıons and as.surances. 

Yoıırı sincenJy, 


* 


• * 


M A .Tinnah- 


October 13, 1946 


Dear Mr. Jınnah, 

Thank you for your letter of today's date, [ am glad to know that ihc Müslim 
League has dccıded to join the intenın government, Wıll you plcase let me havc the names 
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of the five represcntatıvcs, as they are to be subımtted to His Majesty for approval, and 
I should İlke to reform the Government as soon as possible. 


You promised yesterday that you would let mc have the names today. 

Your sıncerely, 
Wavell. 

• * • 

October 14, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell, 


I thank you for your letter of October 13. 1 am no w sending you the names of 
hve nomınces on behalf of the Müslim Leaguc, as arranged in our ınterview of yesterday. 

1. Mr. Lıqauat Ali Khan, Honorary Sccretary, All-India Müslim League, 
M.L.A. (Central). 

2. Mr. I. I Chundrigar, M.L.A. (Bombay), leader, Müslim League Party ın 
the Bombay Legıslatıve Asscmbly and Presıdent of the Bombay Provincial Müslim League. 

3. Mr. Abdur Rab Nishtar, Advocate (N.NV.F.P.) member of the Working 
Committee, All-India Müslim League, Committe of Aetion and Councıl. 

4. Mr Ghd/,.ınfar Alı Khan, M.L.A. (Punjab), member of the Council, All- 
India Müslim League; Member of the Council, Provincial Müslim League, and member 
of the Punjab Müslim League Working Committee. 

5. Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal, Advocate (Bengal), at present Minister of the 
Bengal Government. 

Your sincerely. 


♦ 


• • 


M. A. Jinnah. 


October 25, 1946. 


Dear Mr Jinnah, 

The portfu'.ios that I can offer the Mu.slım League in the interira government 
are the following; Fınance, Commerce, Posts and Air, Health and Legislative. 

I should bc grateful if you wou]d let me know how you would propose that these 
portfolios should be distributed among the Müslim League representatives in the Cabinet. 
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I should like to get an announcement out tonight and to swear in the nevv mem- 
bers, whom I shall warmly weIcome tommorrow. 


Your sincerely, 
Wavell 

• * * 


October 25, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wave!l. 

I am in receipt of your letter of October 25, at 5.30 p.m. communicating yoar deci- 
sion regarding portfolios. 

I anı sorry I cannot say that it ıs an equitablc distnbutıon, but vve have discussed 
ali the pros and cons and, as you have taken your final decision, T need not got into the 
matter further. 


I am sendıng you below the names of the nomınee.'. of the Mushm League, show- 
ing how these portfolios should be distrîbuted amongst them. 


Finance, Mr. Liaquat Aii Khan. 
Commercc, Mr. 1.1. Chundrigar. 

Post and Air, Mr. A. R. Nıshtar. 

Health, Mr. ühazanfar Ali Khan. 
Lcgislaıive, Mr. Jogcndar Nath Mandal. 


Your sincerely, 


* • 


* 


M. A. Jinnah. 


WAZ]R HUSSAIN, 5YED 


Lonavala Distt. Poona, 
21st May 1913. 


Sir, 


I received your letter dated İst May 1913 whcn I was at Yeot Mahal. I have come 
here for the vacatinn. I go back by the 12th of June. 1 thank you for the letter. 

I am cne of thosc who firmly believc that in the Union of the two great communities 
in India, and also that sooner or later these communities will be united. You know that 
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both in Berar and in thc Deccan differencc between the Hindus and the Mohammadans 
have nevcr been acute. These diflerences have though given no cause fot anxiety in these 
parts during the last 10 or 15 years they werc getting more pronounced and empathıc than 
formerly. But the leaders of their communities have not aIIowed this development to come 
in the way of their works of public interest. The recent changes in the thoughts and feelings 
of your League and other Mohammedan Asîociation wıll, I am sure, bring back the old 
spirit of mutual friendship and regard among u"! in these parts of the country. I have read 
with not only considerable interest but wıth great deiıght the letter of the Hon’ble Mian 
Mohammad Shah. I fully agree with what he has vvntten in ıt. I have my vvarmest sympathy 
vvith the common endeavours. You propo^ed to me to bring about a State of harmony so 
essential for thc realisation of our common goal. I think thc step you wish to take now 
about getting together prominent members from the two communities to discuss this ques* 
tion is the rıght one. The ınorc you scemed in spreadmg educalion among the Mohamm¬ 
adans the easier wj|l be tlıe task you have placed betbre you. Education is a great solvept 
m this matter. If possıble atlempt should be made to bring together boy s from these com¬ 
munities. Instcad of havıng two separate schools for Hindus and Mohammadan boys 
there should bc two separate branehes of onc sehool. One braneh or a wing should be of 
Mohammadan boys and the other of the Hindu boys. They should be brought into a friendly 
contact as often as possıble. 

I .slıall feci it a matter of genume happıness to help forward this cause. You can 
depend upon my humble and sıncere sympathy and co-operation in this noble work, whıch 
your associalion and yourself espccially have set upon you. 


Yours sıncerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


♦ « 




Enelosare: 


Jnter-conıoıunal Unity & Co-operatlon 

The manner in which the message of inter-communal peace and good svill con- 
tained m my address and embodied m a formal resoJution passed at the Annual Sessions 
of thc All-India Muslini League has receıved constitutes a happy augury for the cause of 
inter-communal co-operation, so essential for the regeneration of our people. With the 
cxceptıon ol three ur four Hindu and Mohammadan nesvspapers in the Punjab, the repre- 
sentative organs of the various Iııdian communities ali över the country have svelcomcd 
thc approachıng davvn of a nesv era—an era, I trust, of peace and good vvdl, bringing about 
ımmediate co-operalion m most and ultımate unity of purpose in lespect of ali the vital 
problems, a proper snlution of which is the only key to the future regeneration of our motheı 
land under the aegis of the British Crown. 
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A number of Hindu friends, theraselves advocates of Indian nationalism, have 
informed me of the prevalence, among certain circles, of an impression that thc policy of 
inter-conununal co-operation proclaimed by the Müslim League is not the lesult of a 
spontaneous and genuine desire to bring about Hindu Mohammadan enimle for the good 
of the country but is the outcome of Müslim resentment aı the disastrous consequences of 
the Balkan War upon our Turkish co-religionists. Whatever may have been the efiect of 
the Turkish crisis upon the political vicw-point in certain Indian Musalman circles, I can 
positively affirm that the desire, among the great moderate section of our community to 
devise practical steps to bring about inter-communal harmony and bridge över the gulf 
which divides the two sisler communities, particularly in upper India, resulting in infinite 
harm to the communities themselves and in serious administrative complications for the 
Government, has nothing whatever to do with the events which have recently taken place 
in the Near East. 

It is an undeniable fact that the gulf which divides the two sister communities is 
wider in the Punjab than in any other Province. Casting our glance towards the events 
which took place över two years ago, it wiil be remembered that the controversy 
then raging in the columns of Hindu and Mohammadan Press in ıhe Province, almost 
without exception was taking a religious tum. In view of the serious consequence involved 
in this grave trend of affairs, Mr. Justıce Shah Din invıted the attention of the local Hindu 
and Mohammadan leaders to the urgent need for action. About that time the late Mr. M 
Malabari visited Lahore and at a sociai gathering in the house of a mutual friend, the 
problem was, at his instance, again discussed in alJ its bearings. But ou jng to the exJgencJe5 
of oflîce, Mr Justice Shah Din could not take any active steps in this connection. On 
the I4th November 1911, the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Ameer Ali wrote to me, from London, a 
lelter during the course of which he said:— 

“The groNVing diiferences betvveen Hindus and Mohammadans are fiUing 
me with the deepest concem and I have come to the conciusion that I should 
make some etforts to bring about a modus vivem/i by which the two com' 
munities may work togcther for thc comıuou good whilst retaining their 
communal existeuce and communal rights.” 

He gave a brief of his proposal in that lettcr and asked me to cable to him my general 
approval, ıt I agreed with him. Not only did I communıcate him by telegram my own 
approval but also discussed the mattcr informally with some of the foremost leaders of the 
Indian Musalmans assembled at Delhi in thc month of December 1911. And whea having 
been elccted a member of the Impenal Legisiative Council about that time, I had to go to 
Calcutta m January-March 1912. I had conversations regarding this ali important question 
with the Hon’ble Mr. Bhupendra Naih Basu and other Hindu leaders. In fact I informed 
Mr. Gokhale that during his visit to England Mr. Ameer Ali would probably have a talk 
with him in connection wilh this problem and 1 know that certain conversations did toke 
place belvveen these two leaders and His Highness thc Aga Khan before Mr. Gokhale’s 
deparature from England for South Africa. In March 1912, my friend Nawab Zulfiqar 
AU Khan and I gave a lunch, at the Grand Hotel, to Musalman leaders then assembled 
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in Calcutta in connection with the Sth Anniversary of the Ali India Müslim League and 
at that gathering I invited discussion with regard, among others important problems, to 
the questions oF mter-communal co-operation on the basıs suggested by Mr. Ameer Ali, 
whose letter I read out to the asseınbly. These facts will make ıt absolutely clear that the 
message of inter-communal peace and goodvvill issued by the League was the result of a 
movemcnt, originated two years ago, having nothing whatever to do with recent events 
outside India. 

I am sınccrly convinced that the only practical method of bringlng about the 
desired co-operation is to start an organızation for joint vvork in connection with those 
vital problems with reference to whıch we are alrea^y in agreement. To wait for the time 
vvhen compllete unanimity all along the line will have bcen reached is neıther practical 
statesmanship nor true patriotism. Partial cooperation will itself prove an effeetive instru- 
ment towards the bringing about of complete harmony. 1 earnestly appeal to ali sincere 
well-wishers of the country — Christian, Hindu, Sikh, Parsi and Mohammadan—to take 
the seheme suggested by me ınto serious consideration. I, for one, am convinced that it 
embodies the only practical method of solving this all important problem. 


Lahore, 

Date: JJth April, 1913. 

• • * 

YAKUB, MOHAMMAD (Sir) 


Dear Yakub, 


Muhammad Shah 
Barrister-at-Law. 


London 
29th December, 1932. 


Many thanks for your letter. Of course l agrec that there is the greatest need of 
unity amongst the Mussalmans and that iherc should be only one organisation. I have 
been speaking to friends here and they all scem to agree. Hovvever. I wıll again speak 
to Aga Khan when I get an opportunity. 

I cannot f(;llow the efforts and results so far produced by Allahabad and of 
Malveya’s new unity movo. Of course my victvs are that the Mussalmans should stand 
solid by 14 points. But if a satısfactory seheme can be suggested by the Hmdus on the hasis 
of Joint Hleetorates we should not bar settlemcnt on that account providcd howcYer that 
all other points are accepted. Well but now there does not remain very much to setlle 1/3 
in the Centre and Separation of Sindh is announced. So the Mussalmans hava sccured 
practically all they WBnıed, exuept the Resıduary powcr and 51 per çent in Bengal. 

Of course my heart is in India but at present there is no chance of my going to 
India. Do wrıte to me and keep me in touch with things. If I can do anything here please 
do not hesitate to vvrite and of course I shall do all I can. With kindest regards and best 
wishes for the new year. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 

« • • 
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ZAHUR AHMAD 


Private 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hül, 

Bombay. 

22nd February, 1920 


Dear Mr. Zahur Ahmad, 

I am in leceipt of yours of the 27th January, 1920. I accept the great honour with 
hesitation, for T feel that I shall not be able to do justice to the great post to ıvhich I am 
called viz. the Presidcntshıp of the Ali India Müslim League. 

Hovvever I feel great encouragement having regard to what you say in your letter 
of the 4th of January, 1920 and to the support and cooperation that you promise and I 
hope that I shaJI have the same encouragement given to me by the public favourably. We 
might do some ııseful vvork for our country and cause. You may announce my accep- 
tance. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jjnnab 




* 


4ı 


High Court, 
Bombay. 

31.st March 1924. 


Dear Mr. Zahur Ahmad. 

This is just a line to infonn you that you should now without delay put yourself 
in communication witb the branch Müslim League at Lahore and get the date fixed, the 
assembly se.ssıon is fixed for the 27th May. And it is very uncertain how long it would last. 
The lx:st thıng would be to fix up the League .session for the 23rd of May. So that even if 
it lasts for two days, it will give penple time to leave un the 25th for Simla which means 
they can get therc on the 2tith "to be able to be preseni on the 27th”. 

Please writc to me, Mr. Tajuddin and others and let me know. You must ann¬ 
ounce the session as soon as pos.sıble and teli the Punjab fnends that they must do their 
utmost to make it a real success. 1 hope you are well. 

Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah. 



High Court, 
Bombay. 

17th April 1924. 


Dear Syed Zahur Ahmad, 

I am in leceipt of your of the 14th instant and 1 am sorry you say you have not 
received my letter 1 did vnite to you. 

I have noted the contents of your letter and of course I leave the Council to 
decide what they think proper. The Session of the League which is to take place is the 
adjourned session and the presidential address has alteady been delivered by the late Mr. 
Bhurgari. I therefore cannot deliver inaugural addıess even if it is decided that 1 should 
occupy the chair. But no doubt having regard to the lapse of time the 
events that have taken place. Since I shall have to say something before the commence- 
ment of the work. Hovvever I shall let you know after it is decided who should take the 
chair. 


With regard to the financial position of the League wc shall discuss the matter 
when we mect at Lahorc. At present I can do nothıng. I shall be in Lahore on or about 
the 23rd of May. Please advertıse Ihe meeting well in advance, so that people may have 
time to come. 

With kmd regards 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


• * • 

ZAFARUL MÜLK 


Hakim Abdui Aziz Road, 
Lucknovr. 

12th September, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Jt has been reported in the Press that your statement to the Pressmcn on the 9th 
instant contained the following lines:— 

“Tomorrosv is the 21 st day of Ramzan and ali Muslinıs have to observe it 
and I have ^hercforc reauested Mr, Gandhi to obligc me by agreeing not to have a 
meeting tomorrow.'' 
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I wonder how a responsible and respected leader iike you could utter such an 
unfounded thing. 

Muslims have nothing to do with the 21st Ramzan. This is a purely Shia function. 
İslam does not pcrmJt any mourning day. In fact tlıe very spirit of İslam revolts against 
such Jewish conceptions. I kııow you belong to thc Khoja community, a sect of the Shias, 
but, pardon me, you have no right to impute a Shia belief to Muslims. 

I had no idea of intruding upon you, when you are busy in such important dis- 
cussions for the successful end of vvhich I constantly pray, but a very large number of 
Muslims has resented this portion of your statement and I felt it necessary to bring our 
protest to your notice as well as that of Mahatama Gandhi. Therefore I am writing this 
letter to you and will scnd its translation to the Urdu Press for the information of general 
Müslim public. 

Yours truly, 
Zafarulmulk 


+ ♦ 


4i 


Dear Sii, 


15th September, 1944. 


I am in receipt of your letter of September 12th. I did not know that there vere 
stili left such narrow-minded Mussalmans as you have displayed yourself to be in your 
letter. It is not a question at ali of Shia belief. Hazarar Ali was the 4th Caliph, and 1 know 
as a matter of fact that the 2 İst day of Ram7.an is observed by a large body cf Mussalmans, 
irrespectıve of thc question of Shia or Sünni belief, and I am really surprised that you 
should have taken up the attitude you have shovvn in your letter. 


Yours faithfully, 
M. A. Jınnah. 


ık !> * 

ZAUQI, S. M. 


Sitaram Peth, 
Hyderabad, Deccan. 
16th December, 1937. 

Dear Sir, 


Although quite a stranger to you, I should very much like to have a talk with 
you in conneetion with the All-India Müslim League in which I am keenly interested. I am 
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a BritJsh-Indian Müslim and do not belong to Hyderabad. I only happen to be here at the 
time. I am not personally concerned with local affairs. I want to speak to yon only on alTairs 
pertaining to Dritish India if you can conveniently find time for it before you kave. If you 
are too busy to find time for me here, I shall try to make a trip to Bombay in the near 
future and discuss matters with you therc. Perhaps, this will be a betler course. However, 
at any rate, 1 shall be glad to have a line fıom you m reply. 

Hoping to bc excused for the trouble. 


Yours truly, 
S. M. Zauqi, 


You can scc me tomonovv at 11 a.m. on 17th 

Sd/-M. A. Jinnah 

* • * 


Sitaram Peth, 
Hyderabad, Deccan 
20th May 1938. 


Dar Sır, 


Although perhaps quile a strangcr to you, I thınk, as a Müslim I stand m need of 
no formal introduction whıle addressing another Müslim, especially the one whom God 
has graciously placed at the helın of political aflairs of Müslim India at the most critical 
juncture of the history of İslam. 

I mercly want to communicate to you ^vhat I feel on somc of the inıportant que,s- 
tions confronting us foday. But before I do so allow mc to say a fcw vvords by way of self- 
introduction. 

1 am a U.P. man resıding at prescnt tcmporarily in Hyderabad. I am an old man 
with somc knotvledge of Müslim politics; a wry "Old Boy” of Aligarh having corac in 
cinse contact with the late Sir Syed, the great, the late Nawab Mohsinul Mülk, the late 
Nawab Vikarul Mülk and others; vvas a joumalist about thirty-five years ago; i^nd have 
bcen for the last quartcr of century a Sufi not of the typc of the noted Maulvi Husain 
Ahmed Madani of Denband but almost of the type, though not of the high intelleetual 
capabilities, of our late Dr. Sir Muhanunad Iqbal of loving memory. I know the conditions 
precedent and sub.sequent to the AU-India Müslim Deputation to Lord Minto and have 
watched wjth interest the birth and growth and the many intermediate obstacles thrown 
in the way of the All-India Müslim League since its inauguration at Dacca. I have, how- 
ever, remained in the back-ground and never sought the lime-light. Yet I have ne ver failed 
in my duty to my pcople and have always contrıbuted my humble mite to the welfare of 
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Musliras by jnspiring those wjt]ıin the limited circle of my influence to move in the right 
direction. I have bcen vvatching very closcly and with very great interest youT recent activi- 
ties in connection wıth the Müslim League and I congratulate you heartily on the right 
lines you have adopted. Had I not held that high opinıon of you and your work I should 
never have thought of addressing this letter to you. May Allah help you forward and con- 
tinue to guide you along the onward march. By the Grace of God, the Müslim League of 
today has potentialities which no other organısation in India can daim to possess. The 
only ıhing now needed is an energetic continuatıon of the present activities with an eamest- 
ness and sincenty worthy of the noble cause. 

r vvanted to see you while you came here in December last. I even went the length of 
havıng an appomtınent vvith you to give you a cali, but when I called at your Hotel at the 
appointed hour I discovcred you had göne out probably on an un-anticipated cali from 
someu’here else. 1 subsequently went to Bombay on a private husiness of mine and remained 
there from 18th March to 5th April last but you were not there. t have therefore, decided 
to vvrite this letter to you svithout further vvaiting for a personal intervıew. 

HİNDU MÜSLİM UNITY 

Let me take this questıon first as it is very much to the fore and is already on the anvil. 

I am not aware of the İmes on which the present negotiations are carned out. I 
have exerted my brain to its utmost capacity and have surveyed ali possible approaches 
to the subject and I am not in the latest ashamed to admit that I have been forced to arnvc 
at the conciusion that under the existing circumstances a settlement' honourable to both 
sides” ıs quite impossıblc. There can be no compromisc between İslam and Kufr. A Müslim 
at ali events and inspite of ali his modei n ıveakıtess he is not prepared to sacrihcc his Islamic 
principles for any thing m the world. There is only one way öpen to Muslıms ali över 
the world and it is to become good Muslıms, organısc ıhemselves, gain a littie more strength 
and cxert ıt where nccessary. It is not far them to go about beggıng for peace. It is their 
duty to inıpose peace on the world. “Live and let hve” is a vveak eapression for them. 
They are determmed to live and die for their cause and they shall force others to live as 
peaceful as humanly possible. Hmdus are merely in infinitesimal portıon of the anti-Islamic 
Western forces arrayeJ agaınst İslam. Their only qualıGcatioa ıs the clumsy and imperfect 
imıtation of the Wcst and their only strength lıcs in the direct and indirect .support they 
reccive from the VVest. We have mainly to deal with the antı-Islamic West and bring home 
to its votaries the helplessuess of their Machiavellıanism in restoring peace and order 
in the world. We have got to prove it önce again as ive dıd prove in the past that vvithout 
a truc recognition of the Suprerrte Force—the Superior Authority there can be no 
peace anysvhere. Unless human “progress” means ability to kili, rob nnd subjugate weaker 
nations, the non-Muslim Powers are not only not progressing but are positively revert- 
ing to barbarism. A conflict of principles ıs going on ali över the vvorld. It ıs a conflıct bet- 
ween right and vvrong. Islamic and anti-Islamıc forces are every ıvhere coming in conflict 
with each other under dıfferent labels and diflerent guises. The forces vvorking here and 
clsewhere are aeting and re-aeting upon each other. You can not detach India from the 
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rest of the world. You shall have to cousider İndian questions from a broader and more 
cosmoplitian point of view. I cali that view Islamic. A Müslim is G>>d’s Lieutenant 
(Kalıfa) on earth and I foresee the impotant part the indian Müslim is to play in moulding 
the future of the world. The forces of darkness havc so much shrouded the world that 
to-day we find not a single Müslim kingdom ccnt percent Müslim in iis form of government. 
Wü in India are diflbrently circumstanced and wc shall have to take the lead ın civilising 
the world. Wc cannot lose sight of thıs in arriving at any understanding with any of our 
nrighbours. Wc shall never agree to follovv them or co-opcr?.tc with them in anything that 
may conflict with our principlcs, wc shall not remain content wıth not co-op rating with 
them in wrong actıvıties. We shall try our best to bring them on the right path. We havc 
not only to becomc good Muslims. We havc also to reform our neıghbours. If we can’t 
succeed in making them ali good Muslims, we shall at least succccd in making a lafgc 
number of them good cıtızens. Wc have not only suffered in the past through our neglect 
of İslam. Wc also sulTcred a gocd deal from had neıghbours. We shall not lel it happen 
again. 


The C'ongress ıs sulT ring from a number of defccts wich not only make ıt impo- 
ssıble for us to co-operate vvıtlı ıt but will soıınd, not b töre long, the dcath, knell of the 
very institution itseli". I touch somc of them bricfly bclow; — 

As far as I can scc, thoy at least most of thcir Icudcrs, are not at ali senous about 
theır much talkcd of goal of ‘‘ındcpcnJencc” Thcy only vvant to domınatc under the pro- 
teeting vnııgs of the Brıtısh. Thcy havc prospered under Ihc Union Jack and they are quite 
sure tlıcy wıll be rcduccd to ınsignıficanec the moment tlıcir Drıtish proteetors İcavc the 
coüTitry, Thi'rc havc been so many Hindu-Muslim riots of late. II you study them you will 
be convınced that dcspıtc the disintegration .ıml dccay charactcristıc of the pıcscnt day 
Müslim Mınoıılv, ıf Iho aggrıcvcd and sufForing Muslims vvould havc been left to thom- 
sclves, they coLild havc very wcll takon over of ihcın'V. Ivcs and vvould havc taught an un- 
forgcl.ıhle lesson (o the aggressors Dut the government of the country—be it a British 
Proviıtee, a Hindu State, or e\'en a Muihrn State, mvariably came in thcir way and ncıther 
protC'.,iı d them not allovvtd them to pmteet theır ovvn scives. Those of our countrymen 
vvho tl’.ııs becomc \villmg toofs of tlıc Wcst can never bc rclıcd upon for purposes of co- 
opyîr.ırioıı 

The majonty rule of the type forecd upon us is onc of the sılly things of the West 
causıng so much confu.sion and dısordeı. The Congress has accepted ıt and has been 'tumbl- 
ing on the fallacy of nıınıb» rs. It is not necessary that a majonty should alvvays Ije nght. 
Every onc knows that there is a majority of fools m the vvorld. In a country circumstanced 
as India is, the. form of government by the present type of majonty can never be suitablc. 
N' ilhcr a majorıtv of eU-ctors nor a majority of those eleetrd kncw the art of government 
of the cxtent needcd Evm if they knew it thcy could not ht ip the adminı.stration as the 
Congress H/jh Command vvould not allovv them to use thcir indivıdual judgment. Mattors 
become vvorse ıvhfn the voice of the opposition is invanably disregarded by a haughty, 
unsynıpathetıc, and somttimes crucl majority. There is nothmg to be proud of in mere num- 
bers, espıecially when they are due to the lolerancc of Moghul Emperors. If mere numerical 


382 



strength is considered legally sufficient to decide an issue why not extend that sanction to 
physical strength also whıch, after ali, ıs a more real thing to be proud of. Take away the 
powcr of the majority — Ihe value of their votes, and persecution will stop. Unloss the 
majonty is deprived of its povver to crush the mınorıtıes, the bctteı gifted minoıities can 
not be expected to co-operate ıvıllıngiy with the majonty. 

If this şort of government gocs by the name of "democracy” we do not vvant )t. 
The nıasses here and elsewhere do nut know their own mınds whcn they say they want demo- 
cracy, They really want good government vıd çare nothing about its form. The Müslim 
Leaguc should rccord its emphatic protest agaiııst this type of majority rule. 


I n'’ed not waste your time further on other enmes of the Congress as you know 
them better. It can not be denied that there arc many things about the Congress wıth which 
the Mu'îlim League can not agrcc. What i' then goıng to bc the result of the Congress- 
League talks? Wıll the Congress undertakc to reform itself; or will the League come dnwn 
and agrec to cnnmvc at the f.ıults of the Congress? To me hoth the things seem impossıble. 
The only poss’ble solution that appeals to me under the circumstances is for the Müslim 
League to grow stroiigcr and dietate its o\vn ternıs. 


We have also to bc very careful about the efTect of the present talks upon the 
Müslim massos. 1 am afraıd, even a false hopa ol success wıll have a benumbmg effect on 
fhem and wıll lull them to sleep agair. Perhaps, it ıs wıth tnat hidden object that the Congress 
has come forvvard for the talks. 

If, hüvvever, the talks succeed, we expect conciusions of the following nature;— 

1. The All-India Müslim League should be recognised to be the only represen- 
tative body of by far the largest majority in Müslim India. 

2. Muslims must have an adequate share m the administration of the country. 

3. Musliıııs must have cxclusive control över the education of their youngef 
generation. 

4. Müslim must have full hherty to proteet their religion and cutture, Th'îy 
alone are competent to do it. Non-Muslims can only keep to the policy 
of non-interference. The entire constructıve and defensive work falh on 
their own shoulders. 

5. Muslims should have a decisive voıce in managing their own affairs such as 
those perUining to Mosques, Wakfs. Durghas, Ures, Müslim Melas ete. 

6. Conunittees appointed to investigate Hındu-Muslim riois should have 50 per 
çent Müslim members. 
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7. ir a majority of Müslim members in legislatures disapprove of motion affecting 
their community, the motion shall be dropped. 

8. The Müslim League will wiilingly co-operate with other organisations in the 
cause of the country, provided that the step to be taken is not in-consistent 
with the teachings of İslam. Muslims being the sole judges in the matter. 

9. İslam is a super-national force, Muslims are a group of nations, They are an 
intemational body not confincd within the four-walls of India. They are 
inextricably bound up with their co-rciıgionists in other parts of the world, 
So nothing in the proposed agreement, nothing in the Indian Constıtution, 
and nothing anywhere also shall prevcnt Indian Muslims from treating their 
co-religionists of other lands as their brothers takmg interest in their affairs, 
and actively sympathismg with them—just as Indıans take interest in the 
affairs of Indians in British Colonies. 

10. Muslims shall not be gıven gratuıtous advıce by Hindus to keep politics 
apart from religion-partıcularly when Hindus themselves are not actıng 
upto ıt. Even the Congress-dietator, Mr. Gandhi, enters the area through a 
“religious” gate. He becomes a "Mahatma'’. Hindu vıllagers woTshıp him 
as such and in eleetions they give their votes, not to the candidate, not to the 
Congress, but to "Mahatma”. To Mr. Gandhi, non-violence is religion-Satt- 
yagraha is rcligion-Ahimsa is rehgıon — partiotısm is religion. He holds 
public prayer-meetiııgs wherever he goes. VVhenever a erisis approaches he 
proclaıms guidance by “the inner voıcc.” He carries his religion wıth him 
everyıvhere. Why should poor Muslims be advısed to put their religion aside? 

İn arriving at a scttlement with the Congress one shall have to be very carefull 
about the language to be used. Terms such as "nationalısm” and “communalism” shall 
have to bc elcarly defincd to prevent the possıbılıty of a multıplicity of ınterpretations. 

I hope you will excusc me for taking so much of your valuable time. 1 thought 
it necessary to give you the views of a seetion of the Müslim public. Our cbicf work at 
preseni is to furt.^er strenghten the League. I have seme suggcstions for ıt, but as this letter 
has grown too Jong I defer them tili my next, 

Yours sinccrely. 

S. M. Zauqi, 


• • * 
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“Tour Petit”, 
Matheran, 

31st May, 1938. 


Dear Sir. 


I am in reccipt of >ovır letter of 20th May and I thank you very muoh indecd for 
it. Let me assure you that I shall bear in mind ali the valuable susggestions that you have 
made. It will be a very great pleasure to me to see you and discuss with you, I ara so 
sorry that 1 mi.ssed to see you ın Hyderabad but 1 am looking fotvvard to see you soon. 
If you happcn lo be in Bombay, please let me know. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

» * t 


Sıtaram Peth, 
Hyderabad, Deccan. 
8th June, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


I tlıaıık jüu for your letter of the 3İst May whıch I receıved on the 3rd ınstant. 

Yet, 1 do feel the necessıty of sccing you to havc a detaıled peısonal talk wıth you 
on some of these ımportant questions. Unfortuuately, I have been unwell for the last few 
days. l hope lo see you as soon a.s I feel a lıttie bettcr. 

Wıll you kiudly let me knt'W how long you arc going to stay in Bombay and when 
do you intrıul to leavc for Upper İndıa? I am mysclf thınkingof leaving forLucknovv, Delhi 
and Lahore m the end of July or beginning of August, ıf health permits. If I fail to see 
you m Bombay, l shall certainly see you somewheıe ın the Noıth. Su, ıf possible, let me know 
your date. 

With best svishcs and ever praying God for your suctess in the noble cause. 

Yours sincerely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


İl 
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Littie Gibbs Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 
Bombay, 

12th June, 1938. 

Dear Sır, 


I thank you for your Ic-tter of 8th June 1938. My stay m Bombay, as at present 
advı.sed. vvıll be tıll about the end of July, and I have to go to Simla in the first week of 
August. If during that period you happen to be in Bombay, I shall be very pleascd to see 
you. 

Yours tnıly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 




« * 


Ghauspura, 
Hyderabad Deccan. 
23rd January, 1939. 

My dear Mr Jmnah, 

Since my rcturn from Bombay, I have been ırying to do what I can, in co-opera- 
tion with somc of the local Itadcrs and State officials, in the matter of Federation. To me 
the case so far does not appear to be vety hopcless. The Chief is in favour of a very cm- 
phatib “No”, but unduc prtTSsure is being sccrcty brought upon him in conscquence of whıch 
he somctimes gcts a bit funky and dıtfidrnt. At timcs matters get very complicated 
owing to mischitT caused by traitors in the camp. At any rate, we aro carrying on the 
battie with persistence. Let us sec ıf we .succecd ın the end. 

I think, we should carry on the fight simultaneously on other fronts as well. What 
aboul the ıdca of holding an anti-fcderation conference somewhere in British İndia? The 
other minorıtıe.ı also shall ncvcr find the federation in their ınterest and if they ali combine 
to fight against it, the opposition vvili gathcr strength 

I was not unprepared fur the rcccııt turn of events in Sind. I hope, ıt will not 
discouragc us. The stutf we have todcalwıth is so bad and unreliablc that nothıng better 
could have been expetted l am afraid, we shall have to mark time for the present and 
ımmediatcly start vvorking for the ncxt elcctıons everywhere. Next time wc snould try 
to have better stuff in tne assemblics. There arc better peopJe m the country but they prefer 
to rcm.ıin ın the background. Wc should drag them out and push them fortvard. The 
ınasses aro quilc al' right. Our main work at present lıes wıth them. We have yet to or- 
ganise them, "Lc-aders’’ (barring a fevv honourable exoeptions) come in the way. We shall 
have to '‘dethronp'’ them. I am very nıuch dissatished with the present conditions m the 
Pıınjab. İn .spıte ali that. I aın glad, we are making an ali round progress. We have no 
cause for despondence. 
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Conditions in Europe are supposed to be very bad. If a war breaks out in which 
the British imperialism is involved,the “majoTİty”conınıunity in Tndia is bound to go över 
openly to thc British side and poor Muslims will fail in danger of bcing crushed. 1 trust, 
the situation that may then arise has not escaped your vigilance. The suddenness of the 
out-burst may not give us time to think when thc moment arrives. So think över thc matter 
now and keep a scheme rcady, but kcep it to yourself onIy. It wıll come handy when you 
shaLI be called upon to lead Muslims on the lines to be thus laid down. I think, it is an 
important matter. 

I hope, by the Grace of God. yoa are ın the enjoyment of sound health. I pray 
God to keep you long with us and crown you with success in the noble work you are doing 
in the cause of İslam. 


Yours sincerely. 
S. M. Zauqi, 


♦ * 




Malabar HilI, 
Bombay, 

3İst January, 1939, 


Dear Mr. 2^uqi, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 23rd January 1939. Thank you for your sug- 
gcslions l shall certainly bear m my mind. Hoping you are well; with kmdest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 




Ghauspura, 
Hyderabad (Deccan) 
25th February 1939. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

So Ihe Federation, in its present objectıonabk- form, is not receiving support 
from the Indians. Thanks to the unwise activıties of be Congrcas, even Bıkaner and others 
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of that group have turned agaınst it. Now, something else, be it better or worse, shall 
have to take its piace. We ought, therefore, to be soon ready with a suitable alternate 
scheme. 


İn the meantıme, vve have got to stifle thıs mischievous agitation against Indian 
States, ir left unchecked, it is bound to have rcpercııssions in British India and create dıs- 
turbances on a huge scale. Hyderabad, at least, will not prove an easy pili tr> swallow. The 
Congress is openly tryıng to convert the masscs ınto a unruly, undisciplined, rovvdy and 
rebellıous mob very difficult to be dealt wıth by any povver that may come into existence. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, in his Ludhiana presidential address, admits that “the only 
thing that counts ultimately is the good of the psople”. At the same time, he insists upon 
havıng “full responsıble governmcnt” despıte his observations that the people of the States 
are not “selfreliant and organised and capable of shouldering the burdcn of theır struggle.” 
How can full responsıble government result in the good of the people if the people are 
unfit to carry ıt out? 

The most ndıculous part of the show ıs that Pandit Nehru says in most unmis- 
lakablc ternıs that the British Power domınates these States complelely; that the politieal 
department of the Government of India pulls the stnngs and the puppets dance to the tüne; 
that the local resident is the master of the situation; and that the Indian Princes are not 
ındependent, are not free to do M'hat thcy lıke. If that is the case, why are the poor pnnces 
accused of opposition to the “Reforms”? Why are they bcmg harassed for not doing what 
they are not ablo to do? Why are the Jathas for sattyagraha sent to the Native States and 
not to Simlıv or Delhi if the root of the cvil lies therc? 

The lust of povver—not the good of the people—is responsıble for this utter 
dısregard of logic, reason and common-sense. Theır shockingiy false and disgraceful pro¬ 
paganda will not carry them very far. They have adopted wrong course. The conditinns 
in Native States arc quitc dıflerent from thosc ın British India. In British India, you have 
to fight for your elemcntary rights, for lıbcrty ın its very ınitial stages. forliberty ın thcory 
and lıberty in practıce. Whilc ın Indicn States the situation is much advanced in this res- 
pect. Here, you have merely to fight for liberty ın practice.On paper—I mean so far as trea- 
ties arc coııccrned Indian Princes have every righttoexcrcise their full sovereign aulhority 
ın theır respectıve states. İf they ran not do that, it ıs either due to their own weak.'iess 
or due the selfish and sonietimes cruel intcrference from the “paramount povver”. The 
sancr course would have heen to h'-lp these poor Princes out of theır difficulty and protect 
them against wrong intcrference, They arc your countrymen, your own brothers. You 
have got SwaraJ there alroady on papıer. Make it a real Svvaraj ın practice. Make your bro¬ 
thers, the Indian Pri.ıces, de facto rulors över the parts of the country held by them. After 
that unly shall you hc entıtlcd to cxpect reasonable reforms from them. İt would have 
provcd a much shorter and easier course.AlI the States would have co-operated with you 
m your work. To try to revolutionisc the entiro system at one stroke, at a time ıvh^n you 
are not masters of your own nervcs in your own home. is nothing short of b*'»tsh"vic madness 
The country ıs not pKpared for it and does not want it.‘'Full Responsıble Government" 
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in not a sure passport to the Ulopja vvhich exists onJy in Nehru’s jmagınation and is not 
traceabJe even in the countries which he blindly aims at aping. There are many Indians 
States which are hcttcr governed today than most cf the Congress provinces in British 
India. The Congress scems to be anxious about diverting publıc attention from ıts own 
internal dıssentions. 

At least, that is one of the scveral thıngs that account for the mad rush towards 
the native states. Thesc vievvs if ventıJatcd m a bctter and more effcctive form will, I think, 
serve the interests of India. What a pity, the voice of reason is.now-a-days, usually lost 
in the dijı of nıad and meaningless revings. 

I trust, the Müslim Lcague wıll adopt a saner attitudc in the matter of the Indian 
States. You can leave them alonc, The States ınay or may not co-operate \vith you, ıt ıs your 
duty, at ali events, to preservc Müslim States and protect Müslim subjects m Hindu States. 
Teach them to co-operate properly with you ıf Ihey do not know ıt. I am glad you have al- 
ready sent a depiıtation to look after Muslini interests ın Jaipur. The more sensible class 
of people m Hyderabad are now anxious to see that iheirs ıs madc an all-lndia case. 1 think, 
the Müslim Leaguc, the Jamiatul Ulema, the Congres.' Muslims and others wıll find 
it a common platform. It vvıll be a nice opportunity for them ali to comc together and woTk 
in co-operalıon, at least, on this one issue. Perhaps, sorae decent, non-communal and 
reasonable Hindus may also thmk it woTth theır vvhıle to jom us. If somc of the Maulvıs 
and preachers of other camps tould be persuaded to takc up the cause of Hyderabad tviıh 
a vigour and persistenco worthy of the causc it mıgbt also ultimately drıft them away fıom 
the Congress, What do you think of it? And what şort of co-opsratıon, in your opınion, 
should be demanded of the people here? Afler hearmg from you on the subject, I shall 
approach responsible quarters here, 

I am afraıd, the Pale tine Confercnce w.II fail. What ıs goıng to be the next alter- 
ııalıve for Muslims? Empty threats ceasc to havc cffeet. İt ıs a very delicate questi m vvhıch 
demands a dctaılcd consideratjon b'T'yrc a fuıthtr step is taken. I think, just as Hyderabad 
furnıshes a meeting ground for ali the Bııtısh India and Indian Muslims, so does 
Palestine, at present. furnısh a cenneeting link between Indian Muslims and Muslims 
of the rest of the world. Atı isolated Indian outbuıst wıll not be very elTcctive. 

Another point ıvorthv of considtration ıs the commg rensus ın the year 1941. 
Preparations for it are alrcady afoot The tendeney of the vvorkıng staff—preponderantly 
Hindus is to under-estimate the Müslim and over-estımatc the Hindu popuLıtion. I know 
it by pcrsonal rxpericnce. That ı.s why I never attach anv importaııce to officıal figures. 
Unfortunately, these unrclıable figures form the basıs of reprcsentatıon. So, if something 
could be done to remedy the evil to any extcnt it might ırnprovc matters a bit. I have merely 
touched this sjbucct and not entered iıito detaıls about olher thıngs conneeted wıth ıt, 
e g. the languages spoken, cnumeration of non-Hindus and Hindus, ete. 

Excu5e me for havirıg laken so much of your valuable time. I fcit mclincd to 
convey to you a gist of ray own reflexions on somu of these quesıions. Ali what I have 
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stated above is what I feel as onc interested in polıtıcs. As a Sufî, let me assure you that, 
in spite of all their faults and weaknesses, the Muslims are going to have a brilliant future. 
My recent Sufistic revelations fully confîrm mc ın what I have been fceling intuitively for 
some time that, before long. İslam wiH become the only dominating force in the world. 
But that docs not mean that the Muslıms will not have to make big sacrifices. Of course, 
no sacrifice is too great for it. So, let us take courage and dash on. The present happenings 
in the vvorld only encourage us to push forvvard. 

1 am, at present, seriously thinking of how I can be uf practical and morc useful 
service to the Müslim League. I have not yet receıved sufficient light to decide thıs, for me, 
an important issue; but, I hope, I shall be able to decide it soon. 

Hoping you are \vell; with best vvishes and kindest regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 

* * * 


10 Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

2nd March, 1939. 


Dear Mr. Zauqi, 

Many thanks for your letıeı of the 25th February, 1939. 1 hope that you will de^ 
finitely decide to servc the All-India Müslim League. Therc is nothing more that 1 can say 
at pre.sent. 

Wıth kınd regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Dhan Mandi, 
Ajmer. 

15th April, 1940. 

Dear Mr J<nnah, 


So 1 am aow in Ajmer and have already slarted the work. 

When 1 savv you last at Lahore, I sugge^ted to you the desirabihty of your paying 
a visit İD Ajmer—the "Mecca of India”. On my arrival here, 1 am glad to find the Muslims 
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here quite enthusiastıc about inviting you to this place as early as possıble. I shall feel 
obliged if you let me know the dates which will süit you to come and stay here for at 
least a couple of days so that necessary arrangements be made for your reception and a 
formal ınvitation sent to you. 

Another point worth mention is that as a result of Congress mıschiet, section 
144 ıs in force here for 10 days ending on the 20th inst. So ıhe locaî Muslims wıll not be 
able to hold partition day mectıngs on the 19th. If permitted, they wıll hold such meetings 
on the 21st. The President of the Provincial League has alrcady vvritten to the All-India 
Seoietary on the subject. 

Muslims here propose convening a polıtıcal conference when you come. I shall 
send you the promised book later on. Please send mo an early reply. 

With kınd regards, 

Yours smcerciy, 
S. M. Zauqı. 

* » • 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HıJl 
Bombay. 

19th Aprıl, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Zauqı, 

I TCceıvcd your letter of the 15th Apnl and thank you for it, As to my vısıting 
Ajuıeı 1 cannot fıx up at present. If sec. 144, being enforced you cannot hold the meetmg 
on the I9th you may hold it on the 21st and try to make ıt a success. 

Wıth kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
M, A. Jinnah. 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

7th September, 1940 

Dear Mr. Zauqi 

I ara reccıpt of your nofes and comments on Prinee Syed Halım Pasha's essay. I 
shall read Ihcnı wıth very great interest. 
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I am sorry that ıt is not possiblc for mc to say when I wıll be able to go to Ajmer, as 
you know I am Tullup with one thıng or othcr but let us hopc that the day is not far when 
I may be able to visıt Ajmer. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jlnnah. 


* 






Dhan Mandi, 
Ajmer. 

3rd June, 1941. 


Dcar Mr Jınnah, 

I had becn to Madras Tor the last scssions of the Ali India Müslim League, where 
l also wantcd to havc a long cliat wıth you on some important mattcrs, but your ıliness 
and mine (1 also fcll ıll immcdıately aftcr the sessions) came m the way. I thcn lel't Tor Bom¬ 
bay to awaıt >ûur return but your return was delaycd and the Hindu-Muslim tcnsion took 
a senous turu, so I had to return homc disappointcd. 

As adviscd by you and as I alrcady statcd m a prevıous letter, 1 joined the Müslim 
League and have .since takcn up the vvork in right earncst. I am president of my Primary 
League here, Vıce-Presıdeııt of tlıe Oisfrıct and also of the Provıncial Müslim League, and 
a membcr of the Councıl of the AII İndıa Müslim League. But, 1 am sorry, I am not fully 
satıslied with my wurk. I can do only as much as the prcvailing local condıtions permıt and, 
to be frank, the local condıtions arc very dıscouraging. The Muslıms here are dıvided into 
faclıons and ihcy kcep on constantly hghting evcu to the detriment of the Müslim cause 
The dısease has beenme chronıc and ordınary pcrsuation docs not have anyelfcct. Unusual 
tact and oııtsıdc ıııflucncc may ımprovc the sıluatıon. İt was one of the several matters 
l warılcd to spcak to you about. Is therc any hkclıhood ofyour vısit lo us m the ımmcdiate 
futurc? The State Müslim League, as you alrcady know, is holding a .session here in 
the end of July. VVhat do you thinkof the ıdca of holding a mceting of the Council of the 
Ali India Müslim League at Ajmer at the time? 

As to my othcr actıvıtics, l try lo come ın contact vvıthmen of lightand İcaming 
whn comc m largc numbers from ali part.s of India to ihis spırıtual centre of tne Müslim 
India and I try ıc öpen their eyes to the nceds of the hour. Thank God, I am havıng good 
sucecss ın it. I am also Presidenl of the local Secrat Commıttcc and am very parlıcular 
about sceing that the Secrut co-operates vvıth the League ın ali matters. I Wish llıe League, 
the Seerut, and the KItaksars could be amalgamated into one Grand Whole—the League 
to look aftcr the political work, th- Seerut to do the social reconstruction and economıcal 
uplift, and the Khaksais (rather a dıfficult body to be brought round) to do the work where 
physical cxertion ıs nccded. 
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I got a printed letter the other day /rom Dr. Abdul Latif of Hyderabad asking 
my views on his new idea of rapprochement. I enclose herewith tbf your perusal a copy 
of my reply to him. 

Very diflîcult times are ahead of us and wc aıe not yet fuUy equıpped to shoulder 
our responsibılities. I am vcry sorry I had no ocrasion to dıscuss matters with you. I only 
pray, God may give us light, strength and courage and rnay lead us on. 

I hope, by the Grace of God, you are now quite hale and healthy. 

With best wıshes and prayers for your success. 


Yours since re ly, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


* 


* * 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hill. 

Bombay 
2IstJune, 1941. 


J>ar ^fr. Zauqi. 

I am m receipt of your letter of the 3rd of June 1941, together wıth a copy of the 
leıter addre.ssed by you to Dr. Latif. I am glad you are taking very keen interest now in the 
organisation of the All-India Müslim League at Ajmer. Yes, we must have patience to 
go on stcadily. As to my coming to Ajmer in ıhe near future it ıs not possible. Of course, 
1 do not approve of the different Müslim organisations. It is a sign of tveakncss and I entirely 
agree with you that Scerat and the Khaksars should work as membcrs of the Müslim League 
under ore flag and one platform. Unıty among the Musalmans and constructive programme 
i.s the urgcnt nrcd of the moment. But 1 fcel confidcnt that we shall succecd. Patience fir- 
mness and determination ıs ali that is required and most of the dıihcultıes wıll soon disap- 
peaı. 


Wıth very kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


• « 
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Dhan Mandi, 

Ajmer. 

20th December, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Fazlul Haq's fnends have been writing to theır friends in Ajmer applauding his 
recent move and trying to wın över the people to his side. These letters have had no effect 
but, it is possıble, similar letters have been addressed to people elswehere. So it seems 
the man is bent upon further mischief. İt should be checked in lime. İt is the duty of the 
Bengal Muslims to prove to the outside worId that Fazlul Haq is not Bengal and Bengal 
is not Fazlul Haq. İt is good that he has been eıpelled from the Leaguc and his treachery 
eaposed. A proclaimed enemy loses much of his power of mischief. False “friends" prove 
more dangerous. Difücult tımes are ahead of us and we have to be very careful. It is time 
that we İnoked round and undertook a vvholesale purge. Qualıty is more valuable than 
quantıty. While on the one hand we should eliminate undesirables from amongst us on 
the other hand we should sımultancously try to become so strong and all-pervading as 
to make it impossıble for sclf-seeking hypocntes or fools to go astray. We must have a 
small commıltcc of workcrs to kecp an all-round vıgil and scc that our component parts 
in ali the dilferent provınccs in İndia arc in proper workıng ordcr. If thcre alrcady exists 
such a committcc it has not madc ıtsclf felt yet 

Dcspitc the scrıous thrcat to which india has become exposed as a result of forcıgncrs' 
sınistcr sclflshne.ss and grecd, no solution of the prcscnt dıflîculties has come in sight. Siray 
indıviduals have started spccch-making with grand-molherly advicc to Indians to forget 
thcir fueds and present a common front to the enemy Do they rcally believe that speeches 
and statements are enough to solve the problem? The Government does not budge an ineh. 
The Hındus are as adamant as ever. Poor Muslims have already been giving more than 
theır proportionate due. Yet Hindus are being patted at every step and Muslims snubbed. 
Disregarding the detached and unconcerned attitude of the government, if we arc to look 
afieı ihe interests of our o’ivn couniry during the present emergeney, ıt ıs for the majonty 
party to come forsvard and dcclarc what sacnhces they are prepared to make in the causc 
of thcir mother-land. It looks very ludicrous when Hindu communalisLs come forsvard 
to prcBch against communalism and throsv blame on otJıers. 

Please accept my hcarty and sincerc grcetıngs on the occasion of your forthcoming 
birihday.l wish you a very happy birthday and pray God that yon may have many happier 
birthdays to cı\joy. Muslims want you to live for a long time. Your life ıs so precious to 
them. 


Wiıh kindest regards 


Yuurs sincerely, 


W4 


S. M. Zauqi. 



Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hill. 

Bombay. 

3rd Januaıy, 1942. 


Dear Mr. Zauqi, 

I am in receıpt of your Letter of ttıe 20th of December 1941 and I am sorry I was 
not able to reply earlier. I was so busy at Nagpur and I have just retumed to Bombay. 

Many thanks for your good vvishes. I am glad that the machinations of Mr. Fazlul 
Haq’s fricnds have had no elTcct in Ajmer. 1 am glad that the Musalmans are now beginning 
to understand. Knowlcdge, understanding and discipline are elementary qualifications 
before a nation can do anyıhing big. 1 am sure we are on the path of progress, which I 
feel conlident, wıll continue unabated. 

\Vith best of wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah, 


Dhan Mandi, 

Ajmer. 

İst Moharram 1361. 
19th January 1942. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thanks for your letter of the 3rd instant. 

fhls happens (o be the lirst day of the Müslim New Year .so I vvish you a happy 
New Year and many happier years in tlıo future. 

Your eacellent, comprchensıve and illuminative speech at Nagpur deserves a 
wider cırculation, in a decent pamphlet form, not only m India but also m England and 
U.S.A. Although we do not cara what people in England and .\menca think of us, it will 
look better if we leı the world know our case correctly and clearly. 

The only thing whiclı torments rae is the present inaetivity of Muslims. Just look 
at the eatensive scale on vvhich our other countrymen are preparing for the Corning events, 
whıle Muslims are sittıng with folded hands starıng at one another. Perjodical outbursts 
of spectacular demonstrations aro ali right as far as they go but unless backed by solid 
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work they cannot carry us very far. We are badly jn nced of a sufficient number of earnest 
workcrs, a bctter managed propaganda, and a closer aliround vigil. Arc you quite sure 
we have no othcr Fazlul Haqs ready to lurn tail at the İcast temptation? I suggest that 
vve have a committec of three compctcnt members to remain constantly on tour from place 
to place and provınce to province v/atchıng local conditions, ınspccting local work, in- 
fusıng the right spırit into the masscs, and hciping to brıng about co-ordinstion, harmony, 
and honest work. The National Guard ıs the cryıpg nced of the moment. The worJd is 
moving very fast. Others are acting vigorouNy according to theır own lights. We cannot 
alTord to lag bchınd. Despitc the most cncouraging fact of the phenomenal rise of the 
Müslim League in so short a time, vve have to do a lot before the desired success becomes 
possible. 


Wıth kindest rcgards. 


• * 


Yours sincereLy, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


Mount Plcasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll. 

Bombay. 

27th January 1942. 


Dcar Mr. Zauqi, 

Thanks for your letter of the 19th, and for your good vvıshcs. Ycs. T agree with you 
that we arc badly in nced of a sulTıcicnt number of (arnest vvorkers, a bı ttcı' managed 
propaganda and a closer all-round vıgr , Let us work and make our contrıbutıon whalever 
wo can, and l am sure that the Musalmans wıll not be vvanting or laggıng behınd. 

Wjth kınd rcgards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


Lakhan Kothi, 
Ajmer. 

2nd October, 1942. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Somctımc back I wrote to you to Bombay about the serious ıliness I had since 
my return from Allııhabad in Aprıl last. 1 hope you got that letter as it was sent by regis- 
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tered post. Scarcely had I recovered from that iliness when, about three weeks back, I 
got an attack oT paralysis whıch paralysed the left half ot' my body and has confined me 
to bed again. Fortunately, in the opınion of my doctor, the attack is not so dangerous 
and he expects a sjjeedy recovery. I am dictatıng to the lypıst this letter from my sick bed. 

Thank God, my brain contınues normal. 1 have been closely watching events 
and am viewıng with satisfactıon and pridc the actıvilics of the Müslim League. Your 
Working Commıttee Hesolutions quıte ali right: but the vvorld we have to dcal with is not 
ali right. At oresent, it is no better than a Iımatıc asylum. I am afraid, in the terms of the 
Resolution, we shall soon have to reconsider the situation. Reason and common sense, 
justice and fair-play have disappeared from the majör portion of ihe vvorld, othenvise, 
there vvould have been no war or the vvar vvould have taken a dıfferent course. When the 
lovver self trıes to take the place of God, when self-worship becomes the raging passion 
of the day, disorder and dısintegration must follow. Justice then demands ıts enforcement 
in the interest of the humnity at large. 

By the way, force is a necessary element in maintenance of the vvorld. Take it- 
avvay and the entire machinary of the creatıon vvıll come to a stand-still. Like every other 
thıng, FORCE is nobie, angelıc and constructıve when used rightly and demonical, brüte 
and de.slructive whcn used vvrongly. 

That was merely by the vv.ıy. 

What an ordinary Musltm realtses today is that İslam is not a spent force a« some 
take ıt to be, It is as mvıch alivo as ever and will önce more prove a blessing to mankind. 
It vvili be the final arbıtratur for the ultımate nnıversal vvorld peace. It alone vvili do that. 
No other movement is capable of doing it. The inferiority complex vvhich soraetıraes un- 
nerved Indian Muslims is göne. The Müslim is a cosmopolite —a Citizen of the vvorld—and 
has a very sacred duty to perfornı. In vvhatever part of the vvorld he happens to be, he 
cannot be prevented from takıng a ieading part in the affairs of the world only if he is 
prepared foı the recessary sacnfices. Hır.dns, in their present delusion. vvıll never come 
to terms vvith us. The Bntısh, for reasons vvell-knovvn to ali, vvili never vvıllıngiy give us 
vvhat wc vvant. The time for talks, understandings and compromises is past. Death vvith 
honour is poîferable to life vvith disgrace. Our future is entırely in our hands and vve have 
only our G'vd to depend upon. We are fully eonfident of our future. If vve a re waitıng for 
time and tide it does not mean we are apathetıc or inaetive. 


At Icast, that is the vvay in vvhiclı Muslims generally view the situation. We know 
vvhat vve vvant. Everbody knovvs it. We have declarcd ıt in most unmistakablc terms and 
vvhat vve have derlared is the irreducible miıırmum. The only qu;stıon that novv anses 
ıs how to get vvhat vve vvant. In a vvorld full of uncertamtıes and at a time vvhen condi- 
Tİons are changıng so rapidly, vvhen the future is in ihe dark and no body can, confidently 
say vvhat is coming next, ıt vvould be folly to vvaste time and cn“rgy ın venturing upon 
detailed sehemes and defînite programmes. We do not knovv vvhat vve shall have to do and 
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what sort of situations wıll arise. But two things of practical value are of utmost impor- 
tanoe at the preseni juncture 

1. We should ali come togethcr under one banner. That we are already doing 
with suRicicnt cnthusiasm. 

2. We should rapidly conserve ali our strength and be prepaıed for ali even- 
tualitics. This we are not doing to the CKtent necded. Aftcr fullilling these two conditions, 
we shall be perfectly justihcd in simply waitıng and watching. We are doing the same else- 
where. What a pity my health does not allow me to travel upto you and have a free chat. 
>Vith prayers for your success and with the kindest of rcgards. 


Yours sinccrely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


* * 




10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

3İst October, 1942. 


Dear Mr. Zauqi, 

1 did reccivc your prcvious letter dated ihe 2nd of October, and 1 am entremcly 
sorry that l couhl not rcply as my Sccretary was down and 1 had to suddenly leave for Agra. 
I only rcturned last nıght. Let me teli you that I read your Icttcr with vcry great intercst, 
and l am cntrcmcly sorry to hear of your ilincss. As a mattcr of fact your letter was to 
be replird amung oıhcrs, but owing to the unfortunate cırcumstances I could not do it. 
I pray thnt you are bcttcr now, and wıll bc soon ali right. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 




* * 


L.akhan Kothı, 
Ajmer. 

2nd April, 1943. 


Deaı Mr. lınnah, 

The follosYİng report has been received froın the neighbouring Kotah State;— 
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A day after the Hol i festival, Congress-minded Hindus, about two thousand 
m number, weııt round in a procession through ali the roads, streets and lanes of the town 
of Kotah shouting provocating slogans, abusing Muslıms, the Holy Prophet, İslam, the 
Müslim League and the Quaid-i-Azam. They clımbed up the roof of a house and töre 
the Müslim League flag flying there. They bchavcd in such a provocative manner that 
communal dısturbance broke out wıth the result thai, according to the reports received 
so for, two Muslims were kıUed and about fiftecn Muslims sentto the hospital as wounded. 
This was followed by a curfew order under which Muslims are stili prohibited from entering 
mosqucs evcn for Prayers. The poliçe and the military are in control of the town. Mus- 
Iıms are being persecuted everywhere in the town. Policemen entcr private dwellings 
of Muslims and beatthem mercılcssiy. Indiscriminate arrests are being made—ISO Muslims 
have so far been arrested while from among the aggressive party only about 30 or 40 Hindus 
have been arrested. Further details are awaited. 


VVhat should be done in the matter? 


Yours sincerely. 


S. M. Zauqi. 


* * 


♦ 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

6th April, 1943. 


Dear Mr. Zauqi, 

I aiTi in receıpt of your leiter of the 2nd ınstant with rcgard to the Kotah affair 
and my attention has bren dra\>n already and the matter is rcceiving my careful consi- 
dcratınn. We have already taken up the matter in hand. 


Thankiag you. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


4 


« * 
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Lakhan KothJ, 
Ajmer. 

26th May 1943. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have been told that a hıstory of the Müslim League is in course of preparation 
under your supervision. As I am in possession of some important facts closcly connected 
wıth the OTİgın of the League I send them on to your hcıewıth for your private Informa¬ 
tion—not for publication. You will see that they are not suitable for publication m the form 
presented. You may, ıf you like, use them in your own way when necessary. I hope, they 
wjll interest you. You will not fînd these facts anywherc else. 1 am the only one left who 
knovvs anything about them. AH the others who took part in the epoch-making drama 
have göne to the other side of the grave. I may follow them soon. So I have hastened to 
put them in black and vvhite and despatched them on to you to be preserved. These facts 
wıJl throw light on the condıtions that prevaıled thirly to forty years ago. They wıll teli 
you the şort of work wc had to do, the şort of people we had to deal W)th, the şort of obs- 
tacles we had to encountcr, and the şort of dırect and indircct government supervision 
we had to contcnd with. You wıll also knovv the reiation m which I stond to the League 
and the part I played in its formatıon. I am perhaps the oldest brick in the institution. 
But that is not at ali important. I never work lor recognition or reward from anybody 
in this world. I never sought the lime-light. I hnd pleasure in siJent and unostcntatious 
work. 


Thank God, our League today is quıte dıfıerent from the baby born at Dacca 
thirty-sıx years ago. Who can have grcater pleasure than I to see our baby grow in strength 
ın such a vvonderful m.mner'^ May God guıdc and lead us to the final goal. 


I have not yet had your opınion about my thesis:—“New Scarch-Iıghı on Vedıc 

Aryans”. 


■tVith best wıshes 


Yours smcerely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


CONFİDENTIAL 

Secret History of Origia of ıhc Müslim Leagne 

The circunıstanccs vvhich dıreclly brought the Müslim League into existcnce, 
about thırty-sıx years ago, have remaincd a scalcd book to many and form an unwrittcn 
chapter in the history of political enslavement of Müslim Indıa. 
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The story starts with the arrival in India of King Ceorge V, as Prince of Wales, 
in 1905-6. Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales landed in Bombay 
on the 2İst. November 1905, and, after a tour of four months in India and Burma, boarded 
the steamer at Karachi on the 21st. March 1906. The Royal Tour arrangements wero 
personally made by the then Viceroy, Lord Curzon, whose eve for details was one of his 
strong points and whose love of orlental pomp and pageantry had almost become prover- 
bial. That is why this Royal Tour was far grander and much more magnificent than the 
onc which followed it when Edward, as Prince of Wales, caıne to India and was boycotted 
by the Khilafat and the Congress. Lord Curzon also loved the Press and in his Delhi Coro- 
nation Durbar of 1903, as well as in the Indian tour of the Prince of Wales in 1905-6, he 
assigned to the Press a prominent place. European and Indian Press Representatives were 
invited to tı avel with the Prince at Government exp)ense. A speeıal train wıth comfortable 
first class saloons was set aside for them, and the Railway Board, över and above that, pre- 
sented them with all-India railway passes authorising them to travel throughout the length 
and breadh of India, to enable foıeign correspondents to see the country. Lord Curzon 
did not like the Prince to know that Indians were treated as inferıor bcings, so he kept 
Indian and Foreign Press Representatives on the same scale. Six Indian Press Representatives 
were .seleeted to travel with the Prince. I happened to be one of them I was then Editör 
of the *‘.AIhaq”— the only Müslim Anglo-Smdhi IVcekly of Sind. I was then known as 
plain Mr. Syed Mûhammed (‘Zauqi’ is an after addition; in fact, it is a title given to me by my 
Spıritual Shcikh: subsequently, it overshadovved my real name) The follovving were the 
other fivo Indian Representatives:— 

(.1) Mr. Abdul Aziz of the "Observer”, Lahore. 

(2) Mr. K. P. Chatterji of the “Tnbune”, Lahore. 

(3) Mr. U. N. Sen of Bengal. 

(4) Mr. Mapilay of Madras (Indian Christian). 

(5) Mr. Muneherji of Quetta (Parsi). 

Mr. Abdul Aziz of the “Observer”, subsequcntly left joumalısm, entered govern- 
ment service, becamc a Superintendent of the C I.D. braneh of the Poliçe, plaoed in charge 
of the Press Department, condueted a number of press prosecutions, received a Khan 
Bahadurship. retired on pension and is now dead. But when travellmg with the Prince 
he was ali right and vvorked vvith me most energeticalJy for the vvolfare of Muslims. 

Wc U'orked together and wc utıliscd the opportunity to the best of our ability. 
VVe tried to meet ali sorts of Mnshms andtalked vvith people of various shades of opinion. 
To economise lime, we caught hold of a leadmg man at cvery station and asked him to invite 
the rest of the Muslims of the town to tea, dinner, or a party, to enable us to see them 
alı in the short time at our disposal. The idea was to lînd out what we think and what they 
think on mat ters of common interest and whethcr, in our column, we ventilate our own views 
or the views of the Müslim public. 

İn due course (February 1906), vve reached Hyderabad-Dcccan and there, one 
üne morning, we gave a cali to Nawab Imadulmulk Maulvi Syed Husain Balgrami. In 
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coıırse of conversation, he drew his chair close to us and whispered into our ears the anxious 
queTy whether we had been doing anything useful Tor the nation or were merely enjoying 
dinners and receptions. We told him what we had been doing. He asked what did we flnd. 
We said, nothing but disappointmcnt. The picture was vcry gloomy. The old and the yoong 
are both dissatisfied with their doom. The old are growling and gnımbling intheir own places, 
while the young are about to tevolt against the authority of the Aligarh group of leaders. 
They say they had so far been dancing to the tüne of their leaders and the govemment. 
They weTe asked not to join the Congress and they kept away from it. They were asked 
to remain loyal to the government and they have been passing lesolutions after resolutions 
of loyalty in their meetings. They were asked not to spread agitation and not to ventilate 
their grievanccs publicly and though they have been receving kicks after kicks, like good 
boys, they have been keeping quiet. When they had less of the westem education they 
wcre more respected. The more their advancement in ‘modem leaming' the greater their 
fail. Their percentage in government Services has been steadily on the decline. There was 
a time when three Müslim judges graced the Indian High Courts—Mr. Mahmood ın Allah- 
abad, Mr. Amir Alı in Calcutta, and Mr. Badruddin Tyebji in Bombay. Today (1906 
A.D.) with a larger number of graduates, pleaders, baıristers and civilians, not a single 
Müslim has been found capable of occupying a judge’s seat in any of the High Courts 
in Indıa. Just look at the way in which Muslims have been ignored and pushed back in 
aflairs conneeted with the present Royal Tour. Take the instance of Madras where a reception 
committee was formed consisting of a Hindu, a Müslim, and an Indian Christian, to make 
preparations for the royal rcoeption. Before leavıng Madras, the Prince wantcd to sce the 
members of the reception committee to thank them for the grand reception they arranged. 
The Hindu and the Indian Christian were presented to the Prince, whilc the poor Müslim 
was subtIy side-tracked. deputed to do some other important work at the time and not 
al]owed to go to the Prince. Muslims an: not only ignored bul are being systematically 
crushed. Young Muslims are furious över al) this and are seriously thinking of going över 
to the Congress in defiance of Üıeır leaders. We weni on like that for a long time and took 
leave of the Navvab. 

The same evrning sve were inviıed at the Nizam Club to a dinner în honour of 
Maulana Hali. W6 reached there a littie before time and wcre strolling in the compound 
garden when a carriage suddenly entered and Nawab Imadulraulk stepped out. He came 
to us direct, took us by hand, dragged us to a side room, bolted the doors and began to 
talk in vshispers. I do not caactly remember his own words after such a long time but he 
said something to the follüwing effect:- 

"Just after you left this morning, I reoeived an invitalion to tea for the after-noon 
from Sır Walter Lawrence (Chief of the StalT of the Prince of Wales). We have been very 
old fnends. While he was Lord Curzon’s Private Secretary I was member of the Viceroy's 
Council and wc werB together at Simla. Wben I went to him this after-noon he asked tne 
about the preseni condıtions of the country. You firry young men put a spark into me this 
moming and it kept on raging within me throughout the day. I unburdened myself before 
Sir Walter and told himevery word of what you said and something more which I know 
and you hnow not. I loU him frankly that our young men are getting out of hands. Don’t 
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ask us to control them uulcss you at önce change your policy. Sir WalteT told me they wen 
perfectly justifîed in their attitude and government were certainly wrong in ignoring them. 
But it is never too late to mend. Do not let them join the Congress. They wilJ suffer if they 
do that. Let them start a political organisation of their own and fight out their battie in- 
dependent of the Congress. I assure you, government will give them every possible sup- 
port, provided that you keep control över the organisation. I said Nizam Government 
Rules preclude me from taking part in politics. He said, let a big man, e.g. the Aga Khan, 
be its presidcnt merely for show. It is the secretary who does the main work, Controls and 
guides. You be the secretary and if your State Rules do not allow you that let a nominal 
secretary take that Office and you do the real work behind the screen. If you do not do that 
Muslims will get crushed betu'een two mill-stones. I promised to think över the matter. 
He wanted to know the result before he left India so that he might see that proper ins- 
tructions were communicatcd to the Viceroy. 

“Incidentally Sir Walter Lawrence told me thnt the present government were very 
angr>' with the Congress on account of some of its recent objectionable activities and you 
will very soon flnd them taking some action to undertime the solidarity of the Congress.” 

(My Noie :—That action tumed out to be the pandemonium brought about 
in the Surat session of the Congress in vvhich some heads and chairs were broken, 
a Deccani shoe came reeling över the head of Sir Pheroze Shaw Mehta, the pre> 
sidcnt, the shoe beıng aftcrtvards identified as that of Tilak, and the Congress 
was split tıp into moderates and extremists. But the Hindus soon aftenvards made 
it up and the action of the government did not succeed in sapping the ınstitution.) 

Nawab Imadulmulk then a.sked our advice as to what should be done next. He 
said:—“You are fiery young people. You set me ablaze and I like a fool brought this heavy 
responsibılity upon my old slıoulders.” 

I Irıed to cool him down a bit and said:—“Thcrc is no reason for alarm. Nothing 
to worry about. Something wıll have to be done. İf you do nothing young men will do what 
you may not üke and then you will out be able to curb them. From here the Prince goes to 
Benares. From Benares hc goes to the Terai Forest for a fortnight on a shooting trip. 
We shall havc a holıday dunng that fo^tn^ght. From his shoot-trip he goes straight on to 
Aligarh in the middle of March (1906). At Aligarh you expect a huge gathering of Muslims 
from ali parts of India. They have been invited there for the nccasion. My friend, Mr. Abdul 
Aziz, will wriie to his friends in the Punjah men like Shah Din and Mohammed Shah, 
not to miss the occasion as important matters were to be discussed and decided. I shall 
do the same with my friends in other parts of India and both of us will exercise our in- 
fluence in getting as many important men together as possible. We shall be at Aligarh 
a fevv days ahead of the Prince. You do the same. And when the people we want get there 
we shall meet together and discuss matters m camera. The Nawab approved of the idea 
very much. “But then", I continued, "you have got to do something very important before 
we discusA the matter with others. You alone can do it. You have got to win Aga Khan 
and Nawab Mohsinul Mülk to your side. We know our people full tvelJ. If these two gentle- 
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men oppose an idea the rest of them are bound to oppose it and nothing will come out 
of the meeting. Aga Khan has leanings tovvards the Congress. He is not in favour of 
Muslims starting a separate pilitical orgnisation of their own. He thinks it is better to have 
one cnemy than to have two. If you isolate yourself that ıvay you wilJ have to fight agamst 
both, the govenıment and the Hindus. As forNawab Mohsinul Mülk, he is delînitely of the 
opinion that the glare of politics and the charm of novelty will dazzle the masses away 
from the Aligarh educational institution and the M.A.O. College will lose its present popu- 
larity; that the Muslims are not yet sulhciently educated and are firebrands by temperament 
and on that account it wouId not be advısable to introduce politics into the Müslim mas¬ 
ses; and that the tragedy of 1857 should not be lost sight ol. He thinks even now the govern- 
ment are not so much afraid of the Hindus as of the Muslims. He is of the opinion that 
only a selected few of the Muslims should form themselvcs ınto a şort of a defence asso- 
ciation and work secretly for the polıtical emancipation of Muslims.’’ 

Nawab Imadulmulk pondercd över the subject for a while, put me some more 
questions and ultımatcly decıdcd to be at Aligarh fıve days before the Prince and try to 
bring both of them round, as Aga Khan would be there too. 

Here I may menlion an incident whıch puzzicd mr. After hnishing Bcnares since 
I had a forinight's holiday, I wcnt to Bombay for a wcek and sasv Sir Phcroze Shaw Mchta. 
We kncw cach otlırr and in thosc days whcn I went to Bombay I invariably .saw him. İn course 
of convcrsution, whıle we werc ali alone, he told me:—“You Mohammedans are about 
to have a Congress of your own. There is no reason why you should not have ıt. You shall 
have my sympathy and support. But I teli you one thing. Remcmber it wcll. Yourmoderates 
will be our cxtromists. You wıll gıvc a lot of trouble to the governmcnt and the Hindus. 
I shall be glad of it”. T did not say anything m rcpiy. But I fcit a bit cmbarrassed and could 
not conclude vvhcthcr he rcally kncw anything about it or mcrely tricd to pump me out. 

We rcachcd Alıgnılı fıvc days ahcad of the occasion. Wıthin lıalf an houı nf our 
urrival there Nawab Imadulmulk cntcred my tcnt, told me he had becn ten days alıead of 
the occasioD, and gavc mo the lıdıngs that hc had converted both of them. 

To makc the long story short, the proposed meclıng took placc in camera and 
we ali dccıded to have a polıtical organısatiun of our own. Then came the question of 
how to procccd. One of the gentlemen present said that sometime back Nawab Vıqarul 
Mülk started a polıtical organısatıon and called il Müslim Leaguc. Allhough it never wcnt 
beyond paper and hıul not becn heard of since long, present rclaUons between Nawab 
Mohsinul Mülk and Nuwab Viqarul Mülk werc a bit strained and the latter might mis- 
contrue the proposed step as an act of antagomsm agamst him. The matter was serious, 
so it was decided on the proposal of Nawab Mohsinul Mülk hımself that a deputation 
be first sent to Nawab Vıqarul Mülk wıth a request to enrol ali of us as members of his 
Müslim League if ıt funetmned. If it had ccased to exist, let hım and others of his foUoıving 
join the association we propose to start. The deputation was nominated and asked to re- 
port within a specıfıed time. After this we ali dispersed. 
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It was at this time that talk about thc desirability of staıting a “Müslim CongKss" 
became widespread and different schemes of caıying merits began to be hatched in diffeııent 
quarters. The spade work was stili on when a Gnd-sent opportunity arrived and news came 
of the impending Minto-Morley Reforms. Nawab Mohsinul Mülk utilized the opportunity 
and as a stepping stone in the dîrection of permanent establishment of the proposed political 
association, he at önce started organizing a Müslim Deputaticn lo wait upon Loıd Minto. 
He worked with lightning speed. Nawab Imadu! Mülk drafted the Memorial. Both the 
Nawabs received private assurances that thc Vîceroy's reply would be sympathetic. So the 
whole thing was done very secretly for fear of the Hindu press whose howls might spoil 
the atmosphere and the Viceroy might be compellcd to become cautious in his teply. The 
publıc knew oftheDeputation only at the eleventh hour and thc contents of the Memorial 
bccame known only after thc Aga Khan had rcad it. 

Here again an ıncident took place which is worth mention. Before thc eleventh 
hour arrived and the people knew anything about the Deputation, 1 went to Bombay on 
aprivatebusiness of mine. There I happened to come aeross Mr. Gokhalc. Hc told me every- 
thing about thc proposed Deputation and gave methe contents of thc memorial drafted 
by Nawab Imadulmulk. I asked him bluntly if hc has a spy in the Müslim camp. He told 
me he recieved a copy of the address ofBcially from thc Viceroy. He was a member of the 
Viceroy’s Council and the Viceroy must consult him before giving a reply to thc address. 

To retumto our story, the Simla Deputation was considered to be a grand success. 
Muslims felt electrificd. Poor souls, they countcd upon the Viceroy’s reply as a very great achie- 
vement. Navvab Mohsinul Mulk's strofce provcd masterly and the result was that after the 
sittings of the next Mohammedan Educational Confercncc at Dacca thc Müslim League 
was fcrmally inagugurated with Mawab Viqarul Mülk in the chair. 

The subseuucnt hıstory of thc early days of the League, mutual bickerings of 
the rival partıes in il, tug of war betvveen the Puııjab and thc Aligarh groups to capture it, the 
Corning ın and going out cf Ali imam, Jııals betwecn Mohammcd Ali and Mohammcd 
Shah, and the counticss other hurdles that had to be cncounlered in initial stages arc mat- 
ters of common kno'tvledge and necd not be dilated upon here. But it should be noted that 
the rcal foundation of thc Müslim League was laıd dunng the "private conversation’’ 
of Nawab Imadulmulk and Sir Wa!ter LanTcncc. The government had a hand in it as they 
had a hand m the mauguration of the Coııgrt ss. The early workers of the League were 
eıUircIy in thc lıands of the government. Thank God, the League today ıs quJtc different. 

It is mere indepcncent and more powerful and represents the entirc Müslim population of 
our sub-contintnt. İt no longer iuffers from internal dissensions and intemecme quarrels 
betvveen rival parties. It has become a solid body of Müslim opinion ard aetion and even 
our cnemıes admit that it has become a povver in the land. But the policy of the govem- 
ment, unfortunalely, remains unehanged. The language changcs but the policy does not. 

S. M. Zauqi. 


Dated Ajmer, 

The 25th May. 1943 
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Lakhan Kothi, 
Ajmer. 

19th August, 1949 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Allow me to congratulate you from the very bettom of my heart on your mir- 
aculous escape. I thank the Almighty Tor His very great Mercy and Kindness shown to ali 
of us and I camestly pray Tor your very long and energetic life. I wanted to write to you 
earlier but my prcsent iUness came ın the way. Besides, the excıtment of the moment was 
not conducive to a correct appreciation of the observations I want to make in this con- 
nection. 


We are exccptionally fortunatc in bcing looked aftor by God who is nearer to us 
than we can imagıne, takes very deep interest in us, and speaks to us in His own way. He 
spoke to us through the incidcnt of the 26th July to the following effect:— 

1. Your Qiaid-i-Azam is a gıft to you for somc time onIy. He is bound to return 
some day to his Original Home—even though that day may come ten years, twenty years, 
or even firty years after. Will you then stop your work and revert to the dı^gracefıı] condi- 
tion of fivü or seven years back? Work. of universal emancipation and service to İslam should 
not suffer through ındivıdual exist. The blakest day for Muslims was the one on which 
the Holy Prophet was taken away from them. But İslam contınucd to flourish. Takc lesson 
from hıstory, wake up, look sharp, equip yoursclves wcll for the work before you and 
be not deterred by anyıhing in your onward ınarch. 

2. The nation should become more vıgılant and careful and should work more 
fırmly to proteet tlıc person of the Quaid-ı-Azdm and as he now belongs to the nation 
he shall submit to the will of the nation in thıs matter. 

.1. The man accuscd of the heinous offcncc ıs a so-called Müslim. It should 
open your eyes to the danger of having hypocrites in your rank and file. Thcy are bound to 
grovv with the growıng strcngth of the Müslim Leaguc. Thcy arc a serious danger to you than 
your open encmics. Thcy only waıt for opporlunıty. VVisdom lıes in forestallmg them. \ 
wlıolesale purge is nccded. Hunt them out, try to reform them, failing which eliminate them 
and depnve them of thcır power of mischicf. Do not bc afraid of teducıng your percentage 
in census reports. A handful of sinccrc workers should bc preferable to an army of hypocrı- 
les. This point is most important. 

I have sent my vıews ın Urdu to the ‘'Manshoor" 

1 hope you have fully recovered hy this time. 

Wiıh kindest regards. 

Yours sinccrely, 
S. M. Zaaqi 

* • * 
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Moımt PJeasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

23 rd August, 1943. 


Dear Mr. Zauqi, 

Many thanks for your letter of sympathy and kind enquiries and I am glad to teli 
you (hat I have fortunately escaped and I am almost alright. 

I have read with great interest the conlnbution that you have sent to Manshoor. 

1 was sorry to hear that you were uot well and do hope that you will soon be al¬ 
right. 


With kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


* 




Doon House, 

Lilly Road, 
Karachi-d. 

27th September, J947 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

I have comc here from A>nıer. From therc 1 sent you a letter about a month back 
but, I am «ure, you never got it, as / know the trcatment Pakistan letters receive at the 
hands of the postal Hindu stafT there. Bul that letter was on a dıflerent subğect. 

Here I sımply vvant lo touch fainlty on another subject of vital importance. 

War is bad very bad, specially ın the case of the ncwly bom child not yet upon 
ıts legs. No one lıkes it and no nation goes ınto it wjJlingly. Butcircumstances sometimes 
foroc jt and a nation has to undertake ıt hovvever reluctantly it be. If similar circumstances 
arise here and it be fnfxxd upon us, what should be our attıtude? If we have to choose 
between an honourable death and a disgraceful death what should be our choicc? There 
can only be one anssver to ıt for a sclf-respectıng nation. At any rate, we have to remain 
prepared for ali emergencies. To me it appears to be morc important than even the refUgee 
problem. I happen to be an optimist by nature and have witnessed a number of times how 
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God comes in when human efforts fail. We have morı: than enough material at our comnund. 
We have simply to utilise it. For that purpose, we want a rcliable müitary exp:rt, trained 
organiscr and experienoed tactician but a man from amongst us. We do not welcome a war 
but the best way to avoid it is to keep prcparcd for it. İt will solve soms other knotty questions 
as welJ. In that connection, I also feel the necsssity of Iceeping a very close eye on some 
of the “refugecs'’ and also some of our own State officLals. I think I should say no more. 

Praying God for Divine Help. 


Yours sincerely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


• • • 

ZUUDDIN AHMAD, DR. SIR 


Müslim University, 
Aligarh, 

Apnl 23, 1942. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The Court of this University at its last mceting held on the 12th April, 1942, has 
authorised me to takc neccssary sleps for the conferment of an Honorary Degree of 
Doclor of Laws on any date that may bc convcnient to you. Wıll you please Ict me know 
what time will bc convenient to you so that 1 may take necessary steps. 


Yourj sincerely, 
Zıauddin Ahmcd. 


« 




Müslim University, 
Aligarh. 

September 30, 1942. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am sorry that I did not have the opportunity to meet you in Delhi. You weıc 
busy in the first «voek. I went lwice lo your bouse, but you werB engaged and myself fell 
iU during the last four days of my stay so much so that I had to deliver my speech on the 
Khaluar question wiıh a tempeıature of 102. There wera several points I wanted to discuss 
with you. 



I sent you a letter on the 23rd April, 1942, a copy of which is enclosed herdin for 
ready reference, and I spoke to you personally. I will have to lay your reply bsfore the next 
meeting of the Executive Council. We want some notice for holding the Special Convocadon. 
You may please let me know the time that raay be most convenient to you. 


Yours sincerely, 
Ziauddin Ahmrd. 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

4th Octobcr, 1942. 


Dear Dr. Sir Ziauddin, 

1 am in receipt of your letter of the 30th September and while I am thankful to 
the Court of the Müslim Universily, Aligrah, for having dccided to confer an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws on me and whiie I appreciate very much indeed the spirit which 
has actuated the Court to take this decısion, I have, most reluctantly, to say that I have 
lived as plain Mr. Jinnah and I hope to die as plain Mr. Jinnah. I am very much avarse to 
any title or honours and I will be moro happy if there was no prefix to my name. 

I tlierefora hope that Ihc court will indeferencc to my feelings and sentiments, be 
good enough to recoıısider their decision although I fully realıse that no greater honour 
can be done to a man than what is proposed to bs conferred upon me by the Court of the 
Müslim Universıty. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


« 


* 


Müslim University, 
Aiigarh. 

December 3, 1942. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I laid your letter of the 4th October, 1942, before the Executıve Council and the 
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Council unanimously asked me to reqııest you to reconsider your decision. Y our non- 
acceptance will bc a great disappoinUnent, The inciusion of your name among the recipients 
of honorary degree will be a great honour to the University. 


Yours sincerely, 
Ziauddin Ahmed. 


« 


• * 


6thJanuary, ]943. 


Dear Sir Ziauddin, 

Many thanks for your Ictter of the 3rd of Decembcr, 1942. As requested by you 
on behalf of the Executive Council to reconsider my decision, 1 have again thought över 
the matter in deference to their urishes and 1 can only say that I am unable to accept the 
great honour that the Council proposes toconfer uponme. It is not that I do not appreciate 
the feelings behınd it, but there are various reasons and I have reluctantly to say that really 
I am unable to concede to this well-meant request. 

Please convey my deepest thanks and appreciation of the decision of the Eaecutive 
Council to confer upon me this great honour. I hope, however, that the Council will not 
misunderstand me for the conrIusion that I have come to so ımwillingly. 


Yours sincerely. 
M. A. Jinnah, 
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Biographicftl Notcs 

ABBAS KHAN: A Minister ın Dr. Khan Saheb’s Ministry in NWFP till 1945; Joined 
Müslim League in November 1945. 

ABDUL AZIZ, SYED: A Müslim Lcaguer from Patna; organized the Patna Session of 
the All-lndıa Müslim League, 1938; Minister in Ihe Nizam's Government in Hyder- 
abad Deccan. 

ABDUL HAMID KHAN BHASHANl, MAULANA: Presıdent of the Assam Provin- 
cıal Müslim League; a Champion of peasant causes m Bengal and Assam; made 
a signılicant contrıbution during Sylhet referendum in Julv 1947; joined Awami 
Leage and later left it; formed National Asami Party of which he was the 
President. 

ABDUL HAQ, Moulvi; Commonly knownas Baba-e-Urdu; devoted his hfe to the pro- 
teetion and promotion of Urdu; founder Anjuman Tarraqi-e-Urdu; a great Urdu 
litteratcur. and critic; Founder of Urdu Colicge, Karachı. 

ABDUL MATIN CHOWDHRY; Deputy President of .\ssam Legislativc Asscnıbly, 
1933; Vıce-President of All-fndia Müslim League 1933-36; pursuaded Quaid-e- 
Azam Mohammad Alı Jınnah to return to Tndia from England in 1932; Minister 
Assam Government 1943; Member of All-fndıa Müslim League Councıl; Mcmbcr. 
All-lndıa Müslim League VVorkıng Commıttee. 

ADDUS SALAM KHURSHID: A student Icadeı of the Punjab; later a nevvspaper 
cüiumnisl and Chairman, Department of Joumalism, Unıversıty of the Punjab. 

AGA KHAN III, H. H.; (Sir Sultan Mohammad Shah). A spıritual leader of the Ismaıli 
communıty and a great phılanthropist; hcipsd in colleeting huge funds for the 
Müslim Unıversity, Aligrah, Icd Simla Deputation to Lord Minto in 1906; piima- 
n';nı President of All-Tndia Müslim League 1909-14; one of ıhe most senior statesmen 
and »vas m elose touch wıth .Slf Syed Ahmad Khan; presided över the All-lndıa 
Müslim Confercncc ın 1928; led the Müslim delegation at the Rnund Tablo Con- 
ference helJ in l.nndon from 19.^-32; President of the General Assembly of the 
League of N.stions in 1937 and welcomed Egypt, Iraq,Turkey and other Müslim 
nations into the l>eague of Nations; a great admırer of the Quaid e-Azam and lent 
hini full support ın the Muslini stnıggle for freedom; dicd in 1957. 

ALTAF HUSAİN: A prominent Müslim joumsliasi: Editör of Dasvn 1945-1965; Federal 
Minister for Industries 1965-68. 


AURANGZEB KHAN, SARDAR MOHD: Memb.-r, Provıncial Legislative Assembly 
of NWFP; Member, All-lndia Müslim League Working Committee, 1941; Chief 
Minister of N.W.F.P. 1943. 
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AZAD, ABUL KALAM: Prcsident, Indian National Congress 1939-1946; Member, 
Interim Government of India 1946-47; Indian Education Minister 1947-1958; 
an eminent Müslim scholar. 

BARKAT ALI, MALİK: AprominentMuslimleaguerof thePunjab; Member, Punjab Le- 
gislative Assembly 1937; Member, All-India Müslim League Working Committee. 

BANDE ALI, MIR; A prominent Müslim Leaguer frcm Sind; Minister in Sind Govern¬ 
ment. 

BOSE, SUBHAS CHANDRA; President, Indian National Congress 1937-1938; 
founded Fonvard Bloc; escaped to Germany during World War II; organized Indian 
National Army. 

CABINET MISSION. Compprising Lord Pethick-Lawrence, Sccretary of State for India; 
Sir Stafford Cripps, Sccretary, Board of Trade; and A. V. Alcxander, Sccretary 
for Dcfcncc; came to India in March 1946 to work out a permanent solution to the 
Indian constitulional problem; author of the Cabinet Mıssion Plan of May 16, 
1946. 

CHATTARI, NAWAB OF: (Ahmad Saeed). Prime Minister, Hyderabad Deccan 1941-46 
Govemor of U. P. (India); joincd Mushm League 1937. 

CHELMSFORD, LORD; Viceroy of India 1916-1921. 

CHUNDRIGAR. I, I.; Elected to the Bombay Legislativc Assembly ajıd became Deputy 
Leader of the Müslim League Party in 1938; President of the Bombay Provincial 
Müslim League 1940-45; nıcmbcr, All-India Müslim League Working Committee; 
Member for Commerce in the inlerim Government of India 1946-47; Minister 
for Commerce. Industries and Works in the first Pakistan Cabinet, 1947-48; Am- 
^ssador to Afghanistan 1948; Govemor of N.W.F.P 1950; Govemor of the Pun- 
jah 1951; Law Minister in the Central Cabinet 1955; Prime Minister of Pakistan 
October-Dcecmber, 1957. 

CHURCHILL, THE RT. HON’BLE WINSTON S: British Prime Mmister 1941-45, 
1952-56. 


DAVID LLOYD GEOROE, RT. HON’BLE: British Prime Miniter during the First 
WoTİd War. 

FAZL-I-HUSAIN, SIR; Member, Viceroy's Eaecutive Council; organized Unionist 
Party in the Puıtjab, 1936 

FAZLUL HL'QUE, A. K.; An eminent political leader of Bengal; elected to the 
Indian Legi&iative Assembly in 1936; one of the signatoHes to the Lucknovr Pact; 
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elected Mayor of Calcutta in 1935; Chief Minister of Bengal 1937-43; Member, 
All-India Müslim League NVorking Comnûttee 1938-41; moved historic Pakistan 
Resolution in 1940; expelled from the Müslim League in 1941; Advocate-General, 
East Pakistan 1948; Chief Minister of East Pakistan heading the United Front 
ministry 1954; Minister of Interior in the Central Cabinet 1955; Govemor of East 
Pakistan 1956-58. 

GANDHl M. K.: AIso known as Mahatnuı; leader of the nationalist movement in 
India since 1920; basica/ly a Champion of Hindu cause; assassınated 1948. 

GARDINAR, MAJÖR W. H.; Member of British Parliament 1941; 

GRACY, GENERAL SIR DOUGLAS: First Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistan Army. 

HAROON, SIR ABDULLAH; A prominent busincssman and great phılanthropist; 
President of the Sind Provincıal Müslim League and a member of All-India Mushm 
League Working Committee; member of the Indian Legislative Assembly 1926; 
played a distînguished role for the separatıon of Sind from Bombay; Chairman 
of the Foreign Sub-cor.ımittee of the All-India Mmlim League; sponsored a re¬ 
solution for the partition of India into ıwo Fedcrations, one for Muslims and the 
other for non-Muslim group in the Sind Provmcial Confcrences in 1938. 

HaSHAM PREMJI: Chairman of Müslim Chamber of Commerce, Bombay; a leading 
businessman. 

HAŞAN AHMAD; One of the sponsors of Dawn Weekly. 

IQBAL, DR. SIR MOHAMMAD: Spiritual foundcr of Pakistan; a mosl dıstinguıshed 
poet-philosopher of the subconiinenl. pre.sidcd 21st session of All-India Müslim 
League, Allahabad, 1930 demanding an independent Müslim State; author of scveral 
poetıc works, Asrar-o-Ramuz, Rayam-e-Mashriq ete. and The Reconstruction 
of Religious Thoughl in lilam; attended Round Table Conference held in London 
from 1930-32. 

IRWIN, LORD: Vıceroy of India 1926-31. 

lAYAKAR, M R.: A prominent leader of Home Rule League 1917:20; önce prominent 
ın the Coıvgress and latcr Hindu Nationalist Party, 

KHALIQUZZAMAN, CH.: Leader of the Müslim League Party in the U.P. Assembly 
1937-47; Member, Working Committee of All-India Müslim League; Convener 
and President, Pakistan Müslim League 1948-50; Govemor of East Pakistan 1953; 
Ambassador to Indonesia and Phdippine 1954. 

KALAT, H. H. THE KHAN OF; Ruler of Kalat State tili 1948; declared independence 
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of his State on August İS, 1947; signed merger documents with Pakistan on March 
30, 1948; Govcmor of Baluchistan 1976-77. 

KMIZER HAYAT KHAN T1WANA, SIR: Unionist kader in the Punjab; Prime Minis- 
ter of the Punjab 1942-47. 

KHEIRI, ABDUS SATTAR: Professor at Aligarh Müslim University. 

KHURO, M, A.-. M.L.A. (Sind) 1937; Member. Working Committee of All-India Müslim 
League 1942; Revenue Minister Sind 1942-44; Chief Minister Sind 1947-48; Defence 
Minister in Central Cabinet 1957. 

latif, dr. S.A : He came out with a scheme in 1939 proposing numerous blocks, 
four of which wouId be Müslim: the North-West block, the North-East block, 
Delhi-Lucknow block and the Deccan block—ali based on Müslim cultural homo- 
geneity; He also suggested an exclıange of population; Was Professor in the Usmania 
University, Hyderabad Deccan. 

LINLlTHGOW, LORD. Viceroy of India 1936-43. 

LUMLEY, SIR ROGER: Govemor of Bombay in early forties. 

MacDONALD, RT. HON'BLE RAMSAY: Sccretary of State for Tndia who onnounced 
the Communa) Award in 1932. 

MA.SHRigr, ALLAMA INAYATULLAH KHAN: Leader of the Khaksar Tchrik; 
lor sometirne Under-Secretary of Education. Government of India; author of 
Tazkiro. 

mirza İsmail, SIR: Diwan of Mysore State and later of Hyderabad Deccan. 

MOHAMMAD AKRAM KHAN; MAULANA; Editör, Arad (Bengali); President, 
Bengal Müslim League 1941-47; Member, Working Committee of All-India Müs¬ 
lim Lengue; Member, Constıtııent Assembly of Pakistan. 

NAICKER, E. V. RAMASWAMI (sec also Ramaswami E. V.): Leader of the Juslicc 
Party in South India; a leading organiser of non-Brahmıns. 

NAWAB BAHADLIR YAR JUNG; An eloquent speaker and orator; Leadei of Majlis- 
e-Itlihadul Mu.slimeen, Hyderabad Deccan; President, All-India States Müslim 
League tili his death in June 1944. 

NEHRU, PANDIT JAWAHARLAL: President, Indian National Congress 1933-37, 
1946; Member, biterim Government of India 1946-47; First Prime Minister of India 
1947-64. 
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|r; aMMrai MBBR'i: 


NEHRU, PANDİT MOTU-AL: A ] 

jia Party in the Central L«f»l-_ — * 

Repon of 1928: Chninnan, National CcaıvenP» !«»-»- 

NAZIMUDDIN, KHAWAJA: Prime Ministef Benf*! PMt. ta 

Committce of All-India Musüm League; Deputy Lemler. Mualım ^ 

Central Ugislature 1946-47; Chief Minisler of East Pakıstt* 194T-4I; GoMjr 
General of Pakiston 1948-51; Prime Minisler of Pakistan 1951-53; Preadent Pak¬ 
istan Müslim League 1952-54, 1962-64. 

NİCHOLS, BEVERLY: British joumalist; author of Verdict on India. 

nizam of DECCAN: Ruler of Hyderabad State. 

r’IR OF MANKI SHARIF: A rcligious leader of N.W.F.P. who tooJc active part in the 
referendom of 1947 in the province. 


OAYYUM KHAJs', ABDUL: Deputy Leader, Congress Party in the Central Legislature 
tıll 1945, joined Müslim League 1945; Leader of Opposition in N.W.F.P. Assembly 
1946-47; Chief Minister of N.W.F.P. 1947-53; Minister in the Central Cabinet 
1953-54; President, Pakistan Müslim League 1958; Minister in the Central Cabinet 
1972-77. 


RAGHfB AHSAN; A Müslim leader from Bcngal; editoı, “Star” Aliahabad. 

RAJAGOPALACHARI, C: Prime Minister of Madras 1937-39; Member, Working Com- 
mıtıee of Indıan National Congress; Pıesident, İndian National Congres.s; Member, 
inlerim Government of India 1946-47; Goveraor of West Bengal 1947-48; 
Govcmor-Gcncral of India 1949-51. 

RAİENDRA PRASAD, DR: Member, Working Committee of Indıan National Congress; 
Speaker, Central Legislature; Member, Interim Government of ^India 1946-47; 
First President of India 1951-62. 

RASHİD AHMAD MOULAI: A Mu.slim leader of Patna. 

SAPRU, SIR TEJ BAHADUR; A prominent la\vyer; Law Member, Viceroy’s Eaecutivc 
Council. 1920-23. 


SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY; Minister, Bengal 1943-45; Prime Minister of Bengal 
1946-47; organl/ed the first Opposition Party in Pakistan 1949, Minister in Central 
Cabinet 1944-45; Leader of the Opposition 1955-56; Prime Minister of Pakistan 
1956-57. 


SHAH NAWAZ, BEGÜM: A prominent wöman leader of the Punjab; she attended 
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the first Round Table Conference in London in 1930; Member of the Punjab Legis- 
lative Assembly and member of the All-India Müslim League Coııncil; took lead- 
ing part in the agitation against the Unionist Government of the Punjab in 1947; 
Member of the first Constıtuent Assemblj' of Pakistan 1947-53 and of the Basic 
Principles Coramittee. 

SHAMSUL HASSAN: Office Secretary, All-Jndi.ı Müslim I^ague, Delhi. 

THARIANI, A. M.: A businessman of Bombay. 

TRUMAN, H; Prcsident of the United State.s of America 1945-52. 

VlTHALBHAI J. PATEL; Member, Tndian Legislature; Speaker of the Central Legis- 
lature; borthcr of Vallabhbhai Patel. 

WAVELL. LORD; Viccroy of İndia 1943-46. 

WAZTR HAŞAN, SYED; General Secretary, All-Tndia .Müslim League 1913; along- 
with Maulana Mohammad Ali induced Jinnah to join Müslim League in 1913; Pre- 
sıdcnt of the Bombay session of All-Tndia Müslim League 1936; Chief Jııstice, 
Lucknow Chief Court. 

YAKUfl, MOHAMMAD (Sir); Member of the Council of State; member of various 
important official conunıttees. 

ZAITUR AHMAO: At ono time General Secretary of All-Tndia Müslim League; Member, 
U.P. legislativc Assembly from Allahabad. 

ZAFARUL MÜLK; A prominenf seholar, wri(cr and social worker of Lucknovv. 

ZAUQT, S.M.: A Müslim jounıalist from Sind. 

ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, DR. STR: A renownc«l Müslim Mathematıcian and educationist; 
Vioe-Chancellor ol Aligarh Müslim University tili 1947; Member of Central Legi.';- 
lature; played an important role for the cause of Müslim inTerests. 
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